450 Park Place

Lexington, KY 40511 Understanding Kentucky’s School Rating System

Phone: (859) 422-4100

FCPS.net

Board of Education: The Kentucky Department of Education annually releases state and federal

Tyler Murphy, Chair accountability ratings for schools and districts in the Commonwealth based on
i:‘;ﬁ;‘;r :ﬁfl’“i' student performance on standardized tests and other measures of student success.
Monica Mundy, PhD Here is an overview of h ow those scores are calculated.

Penny Christian

Each spring, students take the Kentucky Summative Assessment.
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An Equal Opportunity Subject Area Grades Tested

School District
Reading 3 through 8,10
Mathematics 3 through 8, 11
Science 4,7, 11
Social Studies 5,8, 11
Writing 5,8, 11

The Kentucky Department of Education takes those test results, along with
other measures, to give each school and district scores in four areas.

e Readingand Math: Based on how students performed in reading and math
on the Kentucky Summative Assessment —called KSA for short —as well as
a comparison to student performance the prior year

e Science, Social Studies, and Writing: Based on how students performed in
science, social studies, and writing on KSA, as well as a comparison to
student performance the prior year

e English Learner Progress: Based on how students whose first language is
not English are growing in their English proficiency, as well as a
comparison to student performance the prior year

e (Quality of School Climate and Safety: Based on student survey results as
well as how those results changed from the previous year
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High schools also receive scores in these two more categories.

e Postsecondary Readiness: Based on student performance on the ACT and/or
AP/IB tests, and how many students earn college credit or industry
certifications, or complete apprenticeship programs, as well as a
comparison to those benchmarks the previous year

e (Graduation Rate: Based on the percentage of students who graduate within
four or five years, as well as a comparison of those metrics from the prior
year

Scores in each category are multiplied by different weights and combined into
an overall performance rating.

Based on the distribution of ratings across the state, KDE assigns five ranges for
scores they consider very low, low, medium, high, or very high. Each category
has a corresponding color.
e Red:very low
Orange: low
Yellow: medium
Green: high
Blue: very high

There is also a federal way of evaluating schools, which could result in one of
the following three federal labels:

e Comprehensive Supportand Improvement (CSI): Schools that score in the
lowest 5 percent of schools in the state or have been in Targeted Support
and Improvement (TSI) status for too many consecutive years

e Targeted Supportand Improvement (TSI): Schools where the performance
ofone or more groups of students (based on race, special education status,
English language proficiency, and family income) fell into the range of the
CSI school scores

e Additional Targeted Support and Improvement (ATSI): Schools that were
previously labeled TSI and did not make enough progress

Schools identified for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI), Targeted
Support and Improvement (TSI), or Additional Targeted Supportand Improvement
(ATSI) will receive additional assistance and be required to develop improvement
plans to improve outcomes for students.
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