
 

Understanding Kentucky’s School Rating System  
 
 
The Kentucky Department of Education annually releases state and federal 
accountability ratings for schools and districts in the Commonwealth based on 
student performance on standardized tests and other measures of student success. 
Here is an overview of h ow those scores are calculated.  
 
Each spring, students take the Kentucky Summative Assessment.  
 

Subject Area  Grades Tested  

Reading  3 through 8,10  

Mathematics  3 through 8, 11  

Science 4, 7, 11 

Social Studies  5, 8, 11 

Writing  5, 8, 11 

 
The Kentucky Department of Education takes those test results, along with 
other measures, to give each school and district scores in four areas.  
 

● Readin g an d  Math : Based  on  h ow studen ts per form ed  in  r ead in g an d  m ath  
on  th e Ken tucky Sum m ative Assessm en t – called KSA for  sh or t – as well as 
a  com par ison  to studen t per form an ce th e p r ior  year  

● Scien ce, Social Stud ies, an d  Wr itin g: Based on  how studen ts per form ed  in  
scien ce, social stud ies, an d  wr itin g on  KSA, as well as a  com par ison  to 
studen t per form an ce the p r ior  year  

● En glish  Learn er  Progress: Based  on  h ow studen ts whose fir st  lan guage is 
n ot En glish  ar e growin g in  th eir  En glish  p roficien cy, as well as a  
com par ison  to studen t per form an ce th e p r ior  year  

● Quality of School Clim ate an d Safety: Based on  studen t su rvey resu lts as 
well as h ow th ose resu lts chan ged from  th e p revious year  

 
 

- MORE - 



 

High schools also receive scores in these two more categories.  
● Postsecon dary Readin ess: Based  on  studen t per form an ce on  the ACT an d/or  

AP/IB tests, an d h ow m an y studen ts earn  college cr edit or  in dustry 
cer tification s, or  com plete app ren ticesh ip  p rogram s, as well as a 
com par ison  to th ose ben chm arks th e p revious year  

● Gradu ation  Rate: Based  on  th e percen tage of studen ts who graduate with in  
fou r  or  five year s, as well as a com par ison  of th ose m etr ics from  th e p r ior  
year  

 
Scores in each category are multiplied by different weights and combined into 
an overall performance rating.  
 
Based on the distribution of ratings across the state, KDE assigns five ranges for 
scores they consider very low, low, medium, high, or very high. Each category 
has a corresponding color.  

● Red: very low 
● Oran ge: low 
● Yellow: m edium  
● Green : h igh  
● Blue: very h igh  

 
There is also a federal way of evaluating schools, which could result in one of 
the following three federal labels:  

● Com preh en sive Suppor t an d  Im provem en t (CSI): Sch ools th at score in  the 
lowest 5 percen t of schools in  th e state or  h ave been  in  Targeted  Suppor t 
an d  Im provem en t (TSI) sta tus for  too m an y con secu tive years 

● Targeted Suppor t an d  Im provem en t (TSI): Sch ools wh ere th e per form an ce 
of on e or  m ore grou ps of studen ts (based  on  race, special education  sta tu s, 
En glish  lan guage p roficien cy, an d  fam ily in com e) fell in to the ran ge of th e 
CSI sch ool scores 

● Addition al Targeted  Suppor t an d  Im provem en t (ATSI): Sch ools th at were 
p reviously labeled TSI an d  d id  n ot m ake en ough  p rogress 

 
Sch ools iden tified  for  Com preh en sive Suppor t an d  Im p rovem en t (CSI), Targeted 
Su ppor t an d  Im provem en t (TSI), or  Addition al Targeted  Sup por t an d Im provem en t 
(ATSI) will r eceive add ition al assistan ce an d  be requ ir ed  to develop  im provem en t 
p lan s to im prove ou tcom es for  studen ts. 
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