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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 

 
A. GRADUATION AND DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS 
 
Recognizing that graduating students have diverse interests and aspirations for life after high school, the 
School District offers its graduating students the following diploma options to best suit the individual 
student’s needs. 
 
Academic Diploma  
The Academic Diploma is the standard High School diploma awarded to any student who earns a 
minimum of 27 credits, including those listed in Section C, below, and completes all additional 
requirements (a) in Section E, below, and (b) in the “Footsteps to the Future - Program of Studies” under 
the Academic Diploma description. 
 
New Hampshire Minimum Standards Diploma 
The New Hampshire Minimum Standards Diploma is awarded to any student who earns a minimum of 20 
credits as specified in Section E, below, and completes all additional requirements included in the 
“Footsteps to the Future - Program of Studies” under the New Hampshire Minimum Standards Diploma 
description. 
 
B. EARLY GRADUATION 
 
The Board supports early graduation as a means to earn a high school.  Parental involvement for students 
under the age of 18 is required. The high school principal shall approve such requests if he/she determines 
that all state and local graduation requirements will be met and that early graduation is related to the 
career and/or educational plans of the student making the request.  Upon approval by the high school 
principal, the minimum 3 credit requirement per year for enrolled students shall be waived, and the 
student shall be awarded a high school diploma.   
 
C. STATE GRADUATION CREDIT REQUIREMENTS 

Common Credit Requirements for all Diplomas 
 

Course Number of Required Credits for all diplomas 
Art Education (art, music, drama) .5  
Information and Communication Technology .5  
English 4 
Mathematics  3 (Algebra 1, Part 1 and 2 or Algebra 1(H) is 

required.)  Students must have a math experience 
every year 

Physical Sciences 1 
Biological Sciences 1 
Science Experience Credit 1 (Students must earn one (1) additional Science 

experience credit [starting with the Class of 2027]) 
US and NH History 1 
World Studies, history, global studies, or 
geography 

1 

Economics .5 
US and NH Government/Civics .5 Students must pass the US Citizenship and 
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Naturalization exam (RSA 189:11) 
Physical Education 1 
Health .5 
Total Common Credit Requirements 14.5/15.5 (class of 2027) 

 

Graduation Credit Requirements for Students ENTERING 9TH GRADE PRIOR to the 2026-
27 School Year - (N.H. Dept. of Education Rule Ed 306.23, Table 306-1) 

Arts education: .5 credit 

Digital literacy: .5 credit 

English: 4 credits 

Mathematics: 3 credits (including algebra credit that can be earned through a 
sequential, integrated, or applied program) 

Physical sciences: 1 credit 

Biological sciences: 1 credit 

US and NH history: 1 credit 

US and NH 
government/civics: .5 credit 

Economics, including 
personal finance: .5 credit 

World history, global studies, 
or geography: .5 credit 

Health education; .5 credit 

Physical education: 1 credit 

Open electives: 6 credits 

Totals: 20 credits 

 
 

Graduation Credit Requirements for Students ENTERING 9TH GRADE STARTING  
In 2026-27 School Year - (N.H. Dept. of Education Rule Ed 306.23, Table 306-2) 

Arts education: .5 credit 

Digital literacy: .5 credit 

English: 3.5 credits, to include .5 credit in writing 
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Mathematics: 3 credits (including algebraic concepts and at least 1/2 credit in 
statistics or data analysis) 

Physical sciences: 1 credit 

Biological sciences: 1 credit 

US history .5 credit 

NH history .5 credit 

Logic and rhetoric .5 credit 

Civics .5 credit 

History, government and the 
US and NH Constitutions 1 credit 

Economics .5 credit 

Financial literacy .5 credit 

World history, global studies, 
OR geography 1 credit 

Health and wellness education .5 credit 

Physical education 1 credit 

Open electives: 4 credits 

Totals: 20 credits 

 
 
Students shall engage in learning concerning competencies in the areas of English/Language Arts and 
Mathematics for every year they are in high school until graduation, regardless if English/Language Arts 
or mathematics graduation competencies have been achieved.  Such engagement may occur through 
integration of these graduation competencies in courses focused on content areas other than English or 
Mathematics as long as English or Mathematics competencies are clear expectations of the course.  Those 
courses that support Mathematics and English competencies in other core content areas other than 
Mathematics and English will be identified in the Course of Studies.  Such engagement shall support 
students to be college and career ready in Mathematics and English/Language Arts. 
 
Academic success is measured based on a Cum Laude system. 
 
Academic Awards for the classes of 2024, 2025, 2026 

• Summa Cum Laude:  30 credits with a 3.75 – 5.00 GPA 
• Magna Cum Laude:  30 credits with 3.50-3.74 GPA 
• Cum Laude:  30 credits with 3.25-3.49 GPA 
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Academic Awards for the class of 2027 
• Summa Cum Laude:  30 credits with a 3.75 – 4.00 GPA 
• Magna Cum Laude:  30 credits with 3.50-3.74 GPA 
• Cum Laude:  30 credits with 3.25-3.49 GPA 

 
*NH State Scholar requirements, students must complete:  all required credits to graduate in NH, in 
addition to completion of two of the three sciences, two credits of a world language, and an additional 
designated social studies course. 
 
D. CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION 

 STUDENTS 
 
Students who are eligible for special education have the option of receiving a Certificate of Achievement 
as provided in this Section.  The intent to receive a Certificate will be documented in the student’s current 
individualized education program (IEP) as part of the student’s transition plan. NOTE: Under Ed 306.23 
(d)(4), a Certificate does not equate to a High School Diploma per the State of New Hampshire 
Department of Education. 
 
The following conditions will apply to students earning a Certificate: 
 

a. The student is identified with an eligible educational disability and is eligible to receive 
special education services 
 

b. The student has a current, signed IEP with an agreed-upon transition plan, with the Certificate 
included in the child’s transition plan, Individualized Education Program (IEP), or other 
documentation 
 

c. The student has spent the majority of their high school program in either non-credit, granting 
courses or was unable to demonstrate competency in required courses as documented in the 
child’s official high school transcript and, therefore, was unable to attain the required credits 
for a regular high school diploma, AND 
 

d. The student was considered/enrolled as a full-time student for a minimum of four years of 
high school 

 
The IEP Team will determine if the student has met the criteria for a Certificate as documented and 
agreed upon in writing by the student’s IEP team, which writing shall include the IEP team’s decision as 
to when the student will receive the Certificate in one of three predetermined opportunities: 
 

i. At the time of graduation with common age peers, 
 

ii. At the conclusion of the student’s agreed-upon IEP program, OR 
 

iii. Upon reaching the age of 22 
 

The granting of a Certificate and/or participation in the commencement activities does not negate the right 
of a special education student to receive FAPE until they reach age 22. Rather, a student eligible for 
special education is entitled to continue their high school educational program until such time as each 
student has earned a regular high school diploma, has attained the age of 22, or the IEP team responsible 
for evaluating the child and determining whether the child has a disability determines that the child no 
longer has a disability, whichever comes first. 
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A student receiving a Certificate under this Section who wishes to participate in a graduation ceremony 
may do so in accordance with either the IEP, the transition plan, or other documentation relating to the 
Certificate. If the student receiving a Certificate participates in a traditional graduation ceremony, the 
student’s name will be included in the ceremony and written graduation publication(s) with no difference 
in listing from his/her peers awarded a regular diploma. 
 
E. PASSAGE OF CIVICS EXAM & U.S. CITIZENSHIP TEST 
 
The district will develop a competency assessment of the United States government and civics, consistent 
with pertinent and applicable law.  This assessment will be administered to students as part of the high 
school course in history and government of the United States and New Hampshire.  Students must attain a 
passing grade on this assessment to be eligible to receive a high school diploma or other graduation 
certificate. 
 
The District will administer the 128-question civics (history and government) naturalization examination 
developed by the 2020 United States Citizen and Immigration Services (“U.S. Citizenship Test”). This 
exam may be modified for a student with a disability in accordance with the student’s individualized 
education program by the Department of Education. Students must earn a grade of 70 percent or better to 
be eligible to receive a high school diploma or other graduation certificate. 
 
Under RSA 189:11, II, the Superintendent will submit the composite results of the U.S. Citizenship Test 
to the N.H. Department of Education. 
 
F. FEDERAL STUDENT AID APPLICATION (FAFSA) 
 
The Superintendent shall ensure each student eligible for graduation shall receive information on 
completing and submitting the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  Initial information 
shall be provided no later than October 1 of a student's senior year, and shall include, but not be limited 
to:    
 

1. Eligibility requirements for student financial aid that may be applied for using the FAFSA;   
 

2. Application timelines and submission deadlines; and   
 

3. The importance of submitting applications early, especially when student financial aid may be 
awarded on a first-come, first-served basis. 

 
Before the start of each school year, the Superintendent will designate the personnel responsible for 
disseminating the information.  The designee will provide a specific written outline for the 
Superintendent's approval of the proposed means of dissemination, which may include such things as in-
class instruction, college information fairs or programs, family information sessions, individual or group 
sessions with school counselors, information booklets. 
 
Upon request of a student or a person authorized to act on behalf of the student, the 
Superintendent/Superintendent's designee shall ensure that either a physical or digital/online copy of a 
student's completed FAFSA is provided or is available to that student. 
 
The Superintendent /Superintendent's designee shall ensure that any information shared under this section 
is handled according to applicable state and federal privacy laws, regulations, and administrative rules.  
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The District shall provide to each student and, if applicable, the parent/guardian, any support or assistance 
necessary to comply with the requirement above. 
 
Legal References:  

NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed 306.04(a)(14), How Credit Can be Earned 
NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed 306.14(f), Awarding of Credit for Required 
Subjects and Open Electives 
NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed 306.27(d), Mastery of Required Competencies 
NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed 306.27(m), Credits Required for Graduation 
NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed 306.27(s),  
RSA 189:11, II Instruction in National and State History and Government 

 
Legal References Disclaimer: These references are not intended to be considered part of this 
policy, nor should they be taken as a comprehensive statement of the legal basis for the Board to 
enact this policy, nor as a complete recitation of related legal authority. Instead, they are 
provided as additional resources for those interested in the subject matter of the policy. 

 
Board Approved: 02/11/2008, 05/09/2011 [Replaces Policy 2610], 09/26/2016, 11/14/2016, 

02/27/2017, 01/30/2023, 11/17/2025 


