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HOMEWORK 

 
Homework is a constructive tool in the teaching/learning process when geared to the needs and abilities of 
students.  Purposeful assignments not only enhance student achievement, but also develop self-discipline 
and associated good working habits. As an extension of the classroom, homework must be planned and 
organized, must be viewed as purposeful to the students, and should be evaluated and returned to students 
in a timely manner.  Homework should be an application or adaptation of a classroom experience, and 
should not be assigned for disciplinary purposes. 
 
The Elementary Student Handbook should be referenced for the elementary homework expectations. 
 
At the secondary level, prior to the assignment of any homework, the assigning teacher will provide a 
written "class homework policy" describing how homework assignments may be accessed, how 
homework will be assessed or graded, and whether and how homework assignments will relate to the 
overall class grade.  The class homework policy is to be clearly communicated and made accessible to 
both students and their parents/guardians.  If any changes are made to the initial class homework policy, 
the teacher shall provide a written summary of the revised standards to students and parents.  In no case, 
however, may revised class homework policy standards apply to previous homework assignments if the 
effect would negatively impact a student's overall grade. 
 
For homework accessibility at the secondary level, teachers are encouraged to use online learning 
management systems/parent portals when available to communicate homework assignments.  Also, 
without limiting a teacher's own methods for assessment and grading of homework, common objectives 
or elements for assessment might include accuracy, timeliness, effort, demonstration of understanding and 
achievement of related competencies. 
 
Legal References: 

NH Code Admin Rules Ed 306.04(b)(21)(a), Basic Learning Standards: Homework (effective 
Dec. 2024). 

 NH Code Admin Rules Ed 306.04(b)(21)(a), Homework Access and Assessment Standards 
 
 

Legal References Disclaimer: These references are not intended to be considered part of this 
policy, nor should they be taken as a comprehensive statement of the legal basis for the Board to 
enact this policy, nor as a complete recitation of related legal authority. Instead, they are 
provided as additional resources for those interested in the subject matter of the policy. 
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