
 
Honors and Advanced Placement Courses at GLHS 

 
Our Honors and Advanced Placement (AP) courses represent the highest levels of academic challenge 
available at our high school. Both pathways are designed for willing and academically prepared 
students seeking an accelerated pace and enriched curriculum that allows for greater depth and 
complexity of study. All students in these programs are expected to demonstrate strong independence 
and accountability, engage in scholarly collaboration, and use a growth mindset to think critically, 
synthesize, and evaluate ideas. The primary distinction is that Honors courses provide 
locally-developed, high-level instruction, while AP courses are standardized to match an introductory 
college course. By completing an AP course and earning a qualifying score on the standardized AP 
Exam in May, students may have the opportunity to earn college credit and/or advanced placement at 
universities worldwide. 

 
GLHS Honors and AP Courses: What You Need to Know 
Honors and AP courses at GLHS are classes designed for motivated students ready to engage in 
advanced academic work. These courses feature an enriched and extended curriculum that moves at a 
faster pace than general classes. This allows us to dedicate more time to exploring topics with greater 
depth and complexity. 
 
In an Honors or AP course, you can expect to: 

●​ Think Like a Scholar: You will spend more time learning to critically analyze, synthesize, and 
evaluate ideas. This includes working with advanced instructional materials, such as 
university-level texts, primary source documents, or specialized data. 

●​ Move Quickly and Deeply: The accelerated pace means you'll cover content rapidly, but the 
focus will always be on building a deeper conceptual understanding of the material and applying 
that knowledge in new situations. 

●​ Be Independent: You are expected to demonstrate high levels of independence and 
accountability in your learning. This means setting goals, managing your time, and using 
curiosity to drive your own exploration of ideas. 

●​ Engage in Productive Struggle: The challenging nature of the work is intentional. Honors 
courses encourage a growth mindset, where you learn to embrace the "productive struggle" of 
difficult assignments as a necessary step toward mastery. 

●​ Collaborate and Reflect: Instruction balances whole-class lessons with time for independent 
research and scholarly collaboration (small-group work). You will have frequent opportunities for 
self-reflection on your progress. 

 
In short: Honors and AP courses challenge you to stretch your thinking beyond the core curriculum and 
develop the high-level skills necessary for post-high school success. 
 


