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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL VOTING MEETING HELD ON NOVEMBER 13, 2025 
 

I.​ CALL TO ORDER 
 
          Cindy Cook, President, called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
II.​ PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
III.​ ROLL CALL 
 
​ Present: 

Cindy Cook, President 
Ronald Miller, Vice President 
Terri Ellinwood, Secretary 
Susan Smith, Treasurer 
Carla Schriver, Member 
Michele Manno, Member 
Darcelle Slappy, Member 
Kayla Stevenson, Member 
Dr. Donna Nugent, Superintendent 
Tony Giglio, Solicitor 
Gary Ceccarelli, Business Manager 
Joyce Depenhart, Director of Student Services 
Mary Beth Leeman, Special Education Compliance Director 
Doug Rowe, High School Principal 
Dave Woods, High School Assistant Principal 
Tom House, Middle School Principal 
Josh Ginther, Middle School Assistant Principal 
Bryan Fabyanic, Central Elementary Principal 
Jonell Egan, Central Elementary Assistant Principal 
Chad Thomas, Big Beaver Principal 
John Cleckley, Technology Director 
Chris Posset, Director of Physical Plant  
Absent: 
Tom Karczewski, Member 

 IV.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

       Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Michele Manno that Board approve  
       the minutes of the Regular Voting Meeting held on October 9, 2025. 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
V. APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR PAYMENT 
 
     Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Kayla Stevenson that the Board approve 
    the following bills for payment: 

General Fund for October 2025 - $2,180,987.35​  

​ ​ ​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
VI. FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 

Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Carla Schriver that the Board approve 
the following financial reports: 
 
Treasurer's Report - October 2025 
Budget Recap - October 2025 
 
​ ​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously.  
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VII. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT​  
 
  Presentation:  Travel with EF Tours 
 
  Teacher Tenure:  The Administration recognizes Ryan Burger and certifies him for tenure.​ ​
​   ​  

1.​ PERSONNEL 

A.​ Retirement  
 

1.​ Mr. Doug Biega has submitted his letter of intent to retire as Family and  
Consumer Science teacher effective January 9, 2026 with 27 years of service 
with the District. ​  
 
MOTION 

 
Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Kayla Stevenson that the 
Board approve Doug Biega's retirement as Family and Consumer Science teacher 
effective January 9, 2026 with 27 years of service with the District. ​ 
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

 
    B. Resignation 

 
1.​ Mrs. Brooke Hoffman submitted her letter of resignation as High School Special 

Education Teacher on October 15, 2025.  
 
​ ​ ​ MOTION 
 

Motion was made by Ron Miller and seconded by Susan Smith that the Board 
approve Brooke Hoffman's resignation as High School Special Education Teacher 
on October 15, 2025.  
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

 
     C. Leave of Absence 

 
1.​ Mrs. Jessica Rakic is requesting an extension on her previously approved Family 

and Medical Leave of Absence to be used intermittently for up to 60 days.  
 
​ ​ ​ MOTION 
 

Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Carla Schriver that the 
Board approve Jessica Rakic's extension on her previously approved Family and 
Medical Leave of Absence to be used intermittently for up to 60 days.  
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
 

2.​ Mrs. Stefanie Pyle is requesting a Family and Medical Leave of Absence beginning 
November 18, 2025 with an expected return date of January 15, 2026 for up to 
60 days. 

 
MOTION 

 
​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Michele Manno and seconded by Susan Smith that the  

Board approve Stefanie Pyle's request for a Family and Medical Leave of Absence 
beginning November 18, 2025 with an expected return date of January 15, 2026  
for up to 60 days.  
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
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     D. Appointment 
 

1.​ The Administration recommends appointing Renee Wilcox as a para-educator at 
the High School effective November 17, 2025 at a Step 1 rate of $16.85 per hour, 
pending receipt of all clearances.  

 
​ MOTION 

 
​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Susan Smith that the  

Board approve Renee Wilcox as a para-educator at the High School effective  
November 17, 2025 at a Step 1 rate of $16.85 per hour, pending receipt of all  
clearances.  
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
 

2.​ The Athletic Committee recommends appointing Megan Pinkerton as Head 
Varsity Softball Coach at a salary of $4,000.00 effective the 2025/2026 school 
year, pending receipt of clearances.  
 
MOTION 

 
​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Carla Schriver that the  

Board approve appointing Megan Pinkerton as Head Varsity Softball Coach at a  
salary of $4,000.00 effective the 2025/2026 school year, pending receipt of  
clearances.  
 

Motion was passed unanimously. 
  

3.​ The Athletic Committee recommends appointing Walt Izzo as a Volunteer 
Assistant Bowling Coach effective the 2025/2026 school year. 

 
​ ​ ​ MOTION 
 
​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Darcelle Slappy that the  

Board approve appointing Walt Izzo as a Volunteer Assistant Bowling Coach  
effective the 2025/2026 school year. 
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
 

4.​ The Athletic Committee recommends appointing Sheldon Jeter as a Volunteer 
Assistant Boys Basketball Coach effective the 2025/2026 school year, pending 
receipt of all clearances.   

 
MOTION 

 
​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Darcelle Slappy that the  

Board approve appointing Sheldon Jeter as a Volunteer Assistant Boys Basketball  
Coach effective the 2025/2026 school year, pending receipt of all clearances.   
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

 
               E. Conference Request 
 
​          Mr. Doug Rowe has been selected by the Principal Association for a scholarship trip to  

        the Nobel Summit in Stockholm, Sweden March 16-20, 2026, to study education. All  
        costs will be covered through the PA Principal Association Scholarship.  
 
​ ​  
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MOTION 

 
​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Susan Smith that the  

Board approve Mr. Rowe's request to attend the Nobel Summit in Stockholm,  
Sweden March 16-20, 2026, to study education.  All costs will be covered  
through the PA Principal Association Scholarship.  
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

 
​      F. Custodial Substitute List 
 

The Building & Grounds Director recommends adding Jonathan Vos to the custodial  
substitute list at a rate of $14.00 per hour and no benefits.  
 

MOTION 
 
​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Ron Miller and seconded by Carla Schriver that the Board  

approve adding Jonathan Vos to the custodial substitute  list at a rate of $14.00  
per hour and no benefits.  
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

 
​      G. Additions to the 2025/2026 Bus Driver List 
 
                   The Administration recommends approving the additions to the 2025/2026 Bus Driver  

         List.  
 
​ ​ ​ MOTION 
 
​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Kayla Stevenson and seconded by Darcelle Slappy that the  

Board approve the additions to the 2025/2026 Bus Driver List.     
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
 

    2. FIELD TRIP REQUESTS 
 

A.​ Mr. Shakespeare and Mr. Solomon are requesting permission to take 30 students to Penn State 
Greater Allegheny campus in McKeesport for Multicultural Day on Saturday, November 8, 2025. 

 
B.​ Ms. Manno and Mrs. Wilson are requesting to take 5 students to Westinghouse Waltz Mill in 

Ruffs Dale, PA for "Introduce a Girl to Engineering" day on Thursday, November 13, 2025. 
 

C.​ Mrs. Johnson and Lauren Hahn are requesting permission to take 20 students to UPMC 
Pathways for Student Educational Career Event at David L. Convention Center to explore 
various career opportunities on Thursday, November 20, 2025. 

 
D.​Mrs. Gaul and Mr. Kunsman are requesting to take 30 students to the Byham Theatre in 

Pittsburgh to see A Musical Christmas Carol on Thursday, December 18, 2025. 
 

E.​ Mrs. Markle, Ms. Chvilicek, and Mrs. Gossett are requesting permission to take 40 students to 
Ichiban for lunch and the DoubleTree Hotel in Cranberry for a tour and explanation of 
employment opportunities on Tuesday, January 13, 2026. 

 
F.​ Mrs. Markle, Mrs. Gossett, Ms. Chvilicek, Mr. Maruca, and Mr. Shakespeare are requesting to 

take 100 students to Dave & Busters in the North Hills for a FBLA Christmas party on 
Wednesday, January 14, 2026. 
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G.​Mrs. Martinez is requesting permission to take 4 students to Grove City High School for PMEA 
District 5 Junior High Chorus Fest on Friday, January 16, 2026.  

 
H.​Mrs. Cobb and Mr. Maruca are requesting permission to take 20-25 students to Rosedale 

Technical College in Pittsburgh for a tour on Thursday, February 5, 2026. 
 

I.​ Mrs. Wilson and Mrs. Ezop are requesting permission to take 10 students to the BVIU to 
participate in the Keystone STEM Competition on Thursday, February 12, 2026. 

 
J.​ Mrs. Wilson, Mrs. Ezop, Mrs. Benn and Mr. Graham are requesting to take approximately 40 

students to Kennywood for Education Days on Friday, May 1, 2026. 
 

K.​ The 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade teachers at Big Beaver and Central Elementary are 
requesting to take their classes to Pine Valley Camp in Ellwood City where they will have 14 
stations of activities on Wednesday, May 20, 2026 for grades 2-3 and Thursday, May 21, 2026 
for grades 4-5. 

 
L.​ Mrs. Ezop is requesting to take 45 students to Pittsburgh Botanic Gardens to learn about 

gardening on Friday, May 22, 2026. 
 

M.​Mr. Goode is requesting to take 60 students in the marching band to Presque Isle and Splash 
Lagoon for the Marching Band Spring Trip on Saturday, May 30 through Sunday, May 31, 2026. 

 
​ ​ MOTION 

 
​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Kayla Stevenson that the  

Board approve the above field trip requests on dates and at locations as listed.  
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
 

    3. INTERNATIONAL EDUCATIONAL TRIP TO DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
 
        The Board of Education recommends approval of the high school students traveling to the    
        Dominican Republic on the Education First International trip in July 2027. 
 
​ ​ ​ MOTION 
 
​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Ron Miller that the Board  

approve the high school students traveling to the Dominican Republic on the  
Education First International trip in July 2027. 
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

 
     4. REAL ESTATE TAX RESOLUTION 
 
​ The Administration recommends approving the Real Estate Tax Resolution certifying that the  

millage will not be levied above 5.4% for the 2026/2027 budget.  This is the maximum  
allowable increase under the Act 1 Index without applying for State approved exceptions or  
getting approval through public referendum.   
 

MOTION 
 

​ ​ Motion was made by Terri Ellinwood and seconded by Ron Miller that the Board  
approve the Real Estate Tax Resolution certifying that the millage will not be  
levied above 5.4% for the 2026/2027 budget.  This is the maximum allowable  
increase under the Act 1 Index without applying for State approved exceptions or  
getting approval through public referendum. 
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
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    5. ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE INCURRENCE OF DEBT BY THE     
          BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE BEAVER VALLEY INTERMEDIATE  

UNIT #27 AS THE OPERATING AGENT OF THE NEW HORIZON SCHOOL 
 
           A Resolution is presented for adoption by the Big Beaver Falls Area School District which  

 authorizes the Board of School Directors of the Beaver Valley Intermediate Unit #27 as  
 operating agent of the New Horizon School to incur debt in an amount not to exceed Twenty  
 Million and 00/100 ($20,000,000.00) Dollars for the remediation of the presence of mold and  
 asbestos present in the New Horizon School building.  It is recommended that the Resolution  
 be approved as presented.  

 
MOTION 

 
​ ​ Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Michelle Manno that the  

Board approve the Resolution for adoption by the Big Beaver Falls Area School  
District which authorizes the Board of School Directors of the Beaver Valley  
Intermediate Unit #27 as operating agent of the New Horizon School to incur  
debt in an amount not to exceed Twenty Million and 00/100 ($20,000,000.00)  
Dollars for the remediation of the presence of mold and asbestos present in the  
New Horizon School building.  It is recommended that the Resolution be  
approved as presented.  

 
​ ​ ​ ROLL CALL VOTE ON MOTION: 
 
​ ​ ​ Ayes - Cook, Ellinwood, Manno, Miller, Schriver, Slappy, Smith, ​   

 Stevenson 
 

Nays -  
 
​ Motion was passed by a vote of 8-0. 

 
    6. BEAVER COUNTY CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY CENTER'S AMENDED ARTICLES     
        OF AGREEMENT 
 
​ The Big Beaver Falls School Board makes a motion to approve the Beaver County  

Technology Center's Amended Articles of Agreement as presented and reviewed in  
October.  
 
​ ​ MOTION 

 
​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Terri Ellinwood and seconded by Carla Schriver that the  

Board approve the Beaver County Technology Center's Amended Articles of  
Agreement as presented and reviewed in October.  
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

 
    7. LANGUAGE INTERPRETATION AND TRANSLATION SERVICE 
 
      The Special Education Compliance Director recommends approval of language interpretation and  
      translation service agreement with Global Wordsmith at $65.00-$70.00 per hour for a two year  
      term January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2027. 
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MOTION 
 
​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Carla Schriver that the  

Board  approve language interpretation and translation service agreement with  
Global Wordsmith $65.00-$70.00 per hour for a two year term January 1, 2026  
through December 31, 2027. 
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

 
  8. ROOF PROJECT 
 
     The Administration and Building and Grounds Director recommends approval for Reynolds Energy  
     Services, Inc. d/b/a SitelogIQ Energy Services, Inc. to proceed with design for scopes of work at  
     the High School including skylight replacement and/or skylight infill.  No payment for design is  
     required until a project is accepted by the district.   

 
MOTION 

 
​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Carla Schriver that the Board  

approve Reynolds Energy Services, Inc. d/b/a SitelogIQ Energy Services, Inc. to  
proceed with design for scopes of work at the High School including skylight  
replacement and/or skylight infill.  No payment for design is required until a  
project is accepted by the district.        
 

​ ​ ​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
    

10. AMERGIS HEALTHCARE STAFFING CONTRACT 
 
      The Administration recommends approving Amergis Healthcare Staffing contract at $62.00 per  
      hour for Registered Nurses and $57.00 per hour for Licensed Practical Nurses as needed.  
 
      ​ ​ ​ MOTION 
 

​ ​ Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Carla Schriver that the  
Board approve Amergis Healthcare Staffing contract at $62.00 per hour for  
Registered Nurses and $57.00 per hour for Licensed Practical Nurses as needed.  
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

 
11. TORO TRACTOR DONATION 
 
    The Building and Grounds Director recommends donating a Toro tractor to the youth baseball and  
    softball recreation programs.  
 
​ ​ ​ MOTION 
 
​ ​ ​ Motion was made by Susan Smith and seconded by Darcelle Slappy that the  

Board approve a donated Toro tractor to the youth baseball and softball  
recreation programs.  
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
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12. SCHOOL BOARD RESIGNATION 
 
      Mr. Tom Karczewski has submitted his letter of resignation from the school board.  His term will  
      expire on December 1, 2025. 
 
​ ​ ​ MOTION 
 

​ ​ Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Terri Ellinwood that the  
Board approve Tom Karczewski's resignation from the school board.  His term will  
expire on December 1, 2025. 
 
​ Motion was passed unanimously. 

 
VIII. SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
 
        An Executive Session was held on November 13th prior to this voting meeting to discuss  
        personnel matters.  
 
IX. STUDENT BOARD MEMBER'S REPORT - ISAAC MILLER 
 
      The BFHS November students of the month are sophomore Zara Andrews-Bentel and junior  
      Caleb Snedeker.  
      Isaac Miller is our Rotary Student of the Month for November.  
      Jazalyn Gatrey and Christian Dawkins are the Lions Club Students of the Month for November.  
      On Tuesday, the Tiger Marching Band braved the elements to honor our nation's veterans in the  
      annual Veteran's Day parade.  In addition, they will be marching in the annual Beaver Falls   
      Christmas Parade November 28th. 
      BFHS has two workshop competitions currently underway for November.  The FOR Club is selling  
      Hope Butterflies to benefit Children's Grief Awareness Day.  The workshop with the most     
      butterflies displayed on the "Champions Wall" will be declared the winner.  
      In addition, the National Honor Society and Leo Club is holding a food drive to help families this  
      Thanksgiving.  The workshop that brings in the most canned goods will be our winner.  
      Both winning workshops for November will receive a party in the Tiger Lounge.  
      The annual BFHS Mr. Beaver Falls competition will be held in the LGI on November 20th. 
      On November 21st, the high school will hold its first Tiger PRIDE incentive field trip of the school  
      year.  This year's opening trip will be to TopGolf in Bridgeville and over 200 students are  
      expected to attend.  
      Winter sports officially begin tomorrow.  Winter sports include boys and girls basketball, boys  
      and girls swimming, boys and girls bowling, and ice hockey.  
      For the second year in a row, senior Samuel Haas qualified to attend the PMEA District 5 Honors  
      Chorus Festival which was held last week at Westminster College.  Sam was also selected, for the  
      second time, to perform a solo at the festival concert.  
      Senior Faith Taylor was invited to sing the National Anthem at the 2025 Veteran's Appreciation  
      breakfast hosted by District 14 State Representative Roman Kozak.  The event was held at the  
      Air Heritage Aviation Museum at the Beaver County Airport.  Faith was well received by the  
      organizers and veterans and was invited to come back and sing again next year.   
      Here are some dates to remember for December: 
      The Winter Cycle of the Keystone Exams begins on December 3rd. 
      On December 6th the high school will hold our annual Winter Formal sponsored by the FBLA  
      Club.  The theme that was chosen this year is "A Night at the Oscars." 
      Breakfast with Santa is scheduled for December 13th. 
      The BFHS Christmas Choral concert is December 10th, while the Christmas Band concert is  
      scheduled for December 17th. 
      And with Thanksgiving Break almost upon us, the students would like to wish the members of  
      the School Board and Dr. Nugent a very Happy Thanksgiving.  
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X. BVIU & CTC UPDATES 

Ron Miller gave updates for the BVIU and the CTC. 

XI. OTHER NEW BUSINESS 

Tiger Trot update.  
 
XII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion was made by Darcelle Slappy and seconded by Michele Manno that the Board adjourn at 
7:52 p.m.  
 
​ ​ ​ ​ Motion was passed unanimously. 
 

 
                                _____________________ 

                                                      ​           Terri Ellinwood, Secretary 
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​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Steve Wellendorf 
Director of Student Services 

    Big Beaver Falls Area School District 
___________________________________________________________ 
To: ​ ​ Dr. Donna Nugent, Superintendent 
Date: ​ November 13, 2025 
Re: ​ ​ 2025/2026 School Year Instructional/Bus & Van Driver List 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
Board approval for the 2025-2026 School Year 

 
Bus Driver 

 
   Munaf Abdulqader 
   Melinda Thompson 
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