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ACTION REQUIRED              

 

 

                                           BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SCSDB 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

August 19, 2025 

 

The regular meeting of the SCSDB Board of Commissioners was held on Tuesday, August 19, 2025 

at 12:00 p.m. in the BB&T Board Room in Walker Hall on the main campus in Spartanburg, South 

Carolina. Vice-Chairman Dobson called the meeting to order and stated that proper notification of 

the meeting had been made according to the requirements of the Freedom of Information Act.  

 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Andrew Dobson, Vice-Chairman 

Phyllis H. Alexander 

Edward B. Bible 

Dr. Page McCraw 

Cynthia Holland, Vice-Chariperson 

 

MEMBER ABSENT 

Robin Price 

Dr. Steven R. Ross 

Deb Blickenstaff, Ex-Officio 

Tara Carroll, Ex-Officio 

 

GUESTS IN ATTENDANCE 

Julie Bible 

Kristin Barber, Attorney 

 

 STAFF IN ATTENDANCE  

Valerie Feiling 

Mary Hayes 

Sam Hook 

Tiffany Hopkins 

Jolene Madison 

Peter Kosko Ocampo 

Scott Ramsey 

Ben Riddle 

Trad Robinson 

 

    

   

 

  

 

 

WELCOME 

Vice-Chairman Dobson welcomed the board members and SCSDB staff who were participating in 

the meeting. He reflected on the tremendous loss of former Chairman Scott Brawley. Mr. Hook was 

asked to formally open the meeting in prayer. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion to approve the minutes of the March 18, 2025 board meeting (see attachment #1 to the 

August 19, 2025 agenda) was made by Mr. Bible, and seconded by Dr. McCraw.  The minutes were 

unanimously approved as submitted.  

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

President Madison opened her report with introductions of new staff member positions that  

included, Valerie Feiling, Executive Director of Education Services, Peter Kosko Ocampo, School 

for the Blind principal, and Tiffany Hopkins, Director of Special Education. President Madison then 

provided the board with various campus repair projects in the works and a few scheduled to begin. 

She informed the board of the completion of the AAC greenhouse and a SCSDB History wall 

update. After a brief summary of the 2025 graduation ceremony that included 13 graduates, 

President Madison recapped the SCSDB spy themed summer camp.  President Madison concluded 

her report with a brief update of the back to school trainings and festivities that were in full swing.  
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

Mr. Riddle reviewed the financial information that the board received via mail prior to the meeting 

(see attachment #2 to the August 19, 2025 agenda). 

 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

Mr. Ramsey updated the board regarding the legislative budget process  that would begin with a 

presentation to the Governor’s Office in October. He continued his report with a brief update on 

campus operations that included a Henderson Hall renovation, a list of Walker Hall improvements, 

and a timeline on the plans to reconstruct the SCSDB track and field.  

 

SCSDB FOUNDATION UPDATE 

Mr. Hook updated the board on the work of the SCSDB Foundation including the almost completed 

history wall located on the second floor of Walker Hall. He reminded the board of the most recent 

fundraising events, such as the car show that was held in May, and the upcoming opportunities to 

support the Foundation. The board was encouraged to attend the Aim High Let Em Fly event, as 

well as the annual cookoff in January that would be undergoing big changes as it celebrates it’s 16th 

year.    

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Vice Chairman Dobson turned the meeting over to President Madison. She advised of the need to 

elect three (3) officers: Chairman, Vice Chairman, and Secretary.  

 

A motion was made by Dr. McCraw, seconded by Mr. Bible, and unanimously passed that the slate 

of officers for the 2025-2026 term would be as follows: 

Mr. Andrew Dobson, Chairman 

Mrs. Cynthia Holland, Vice-Chairperson 

Mrs. Phyllis Alexander, Secretary  

 

President Madison congratulated the appointed officers and turned the meeting back over to 

Chairman Dobson.  

 

SCSDB BOARD POLICY UPDATES 

The following proposed revised SCSDB policies (see attachment #3 to the August 19, 2025 agenda) 

were reviewed with the board by President Madison: 

 

GCO and JIAA-R 

 

After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Mrs. Holland, seconded by Mr. Bible, and 

unanimously passed that the policies be approved as presented.  

 

FUTURE MEETINGS 

A potential date of Tuesday, December 2, 2025 was agreed upon by all present.   
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MEETING ADJOUNRED AT 12:47 P.M. 

  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Andrew Dobson, Chairman 

 

 

 

      Phyllis H. Alexander, Secretary 


	ELECTION OF OFFICERS

