Property Tax Reform: How You Can Help

If you'd like to engage with your elected officials and policymakers regarding property tax reform
and state education funding, the following key talking points are designed to help.

You can find a list of contact information for legislators on pages three and four.

Talking Points

1. Opening
o I'm a parent/neighbor/taxpayer in Hamilton County, a member of the community
served by our public schools and local services.

o I’'m writing to you regarding proposed changes to property taxes and the deep
potential impact on our schools and community services.

2. Key Issues
o Our local schools and community services rely heavily on property tax revenue,
so eliminating or drastically reducing property taxes would create a major
shortfall.

o Over time, the state’s share of K-12 funding in Ohio has dropped substantially
(from 44.8 % in 2002 to ~33.5 % today). That means the burden has shifted to
local property taxpayers.

o The national average for state funding of education is ~45%. Ohio is well below
that.

o When a large portion of funding comes from local property taxes, it not only
impacts schools, but also emergency services, infrastructure (roads/bridges),
parks, youth programs, and senior services.

3. What this means locally
o If property tax revenue is significantly reduced or eliminated, the effect will be:
» Fewer resources for classrooms, teacher support, and school safety
» Reduced fire/EMS/police capacity when we call for help
+ Deferred maintenance or cuts in roads/bridges and local infrastructure
* Cuts to community programs, youth sports, parks, and senior services

o Every child in Hamilton County deserves the same opportunities we had:
excellent teachers, safe schools, strong communities. We cannot achieve this if

our funding base is destabilized.

4. A call for real, fair, sustainable reform



o

O

We understand the concern about rising property taxes and want relief,

especially for those under the highest strain, such as fixed-income seniors,
persons with disabilities, and low-income families. However, reform cannot
dismantle the funding structure for our schools and essential local services.

Suggested elements of reform:

» Enhanced property tax relief for seniors on fixed incomes

» Expanded exemptions for citizens with disabilities

« Strengthened homestead exemptions for low-income families

* Greater flexibility around tax abatements and exemptions, but with local
control and stakeholder input (schools + community)

* Clear accountability and public transparency in how tax incentives are granted
and used

We believe in local control and transparency. We ask that any statewide changes
include meaningful input from local communities, education stakeholders, and
reflect the real-world impact on school operations and services.

5. Closing / personal ask

o

Please advocate for policy that protects our schools and local services, even as
we seek property tax relief.

Please support a funding model in Ohio that shifts toward more equitable state
support of education and preserves the local services that make Hamilton County
a great place to live and raise families.

Thank you for your service, attention to this issue, and commitment to
children-first communities.



Sycamore Community Schools — State Legislator Contact List

Ohio Senate

Senator Steve Wilson (R) — Senate District 7

Represents: Blue Ash, Montgomery, Symmes Twp, NE Hamilton County (primary Sycamore
zone)

Phone: (614) 466-9737

Email: wilson@ohiosenate.gov

Online Contact Form: https://www.ohiosenate.gov/imembers/steve-wilson/contact
Office: Senate Building, Room 222, 1 Capitol Square, Columbus, OH 43215

Senator Louis W. Blessing Ill (R) — Senate District 8
Represents: Portions of western and northern Hamilton County (small portion of Sycamore)

Phone: (614) 466-8068

Email: blessing@ohiosenate.gov

Online Contact Form: https://www.ohiosenate.gov/members/louis-w-blessing-iii/contact
Office: Senate Building, 1 Capitol Square, Columbus, OH 43215

Senator Catherine D. Ingram (D) — Senate District 9

Represents: Central/southern Hamilton County

Phone: (614) 466-5980

Email: ingram@ohiosenate.gov

Online Contact Form: https://www.ohiosenate.gov/imembers/catherine-d-ingram/contact
Office: Senate Building, 1 Capitol Square, Columbus, OH 43215

Ohio House of Representatives

Representative Karen Brownlee (D) — House District 28


https://www.ohiosenate.gov/members/steve-wilson/contact
https://www.ohiosenate.gov/members/catherine-d-ingram/contact

Represents: Symmes Township, Montgomery, Blue Ash (primary Sycamore zone)

e Phone: (614) 466-8120
e Email: rep28@ohiohouse.gov
e Office: 77 S. High Street, 10th Floor, Columbus, OH 43215

Representative Rachel Baker (D) — House District 27
Represents: Eastern portions of Hamilton County

e Phone: (614) 644-6886
e Email: rep27@ohiohouse.gov
e Office: 77 S. High Street, Columbus, OH 43215

Representative Cindy Abrams (R) — House District 29

Represents: Western portions of Hamilton County (less overlap with Sycamore, but part of
county delegation)

e Phone: (614) 466-9091
e Email: rep29@ohiohouse.gov
e Office: 77 S. High Street, Columbus, OH 43215

Representative Ashley Bryant Bailey (D) — House District 26

Represents: Central Cincinnati; part of Hamilton County delegation

e Phone: (614) 466-1308
e Email: rep26@ohiohouse.gov
e Office: 77 S. High Street, Columbus, OH 43215
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