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In 1929, Black Tuesday 
hit the New York Stock 
Exchange, triggering the 
Great Depression.

BY CARTER WALKER

VOTEBEAT

HARRISBURG — Just one day 
before the Tuesday, Oct. 28, deadline 
to request a ballot to vote by mail 
in Pennsylvania, state data showed 
voters of both parties were turning to 
that method in record numbers — 
and Republicans have seen a partic-
ularly strong rise.

According to data from the Penn-
sylvania Department of State, as 
of Monday, more than 1.1 million 
voters had requested a mail ballot. 
That’s up 17% from the 2021 munic-
ipal election, the most comparable 
recent election, and up 9% from 
2023, when higher-profile local races 
such as district attorney and county 
commissioner were on the ballot.

The increases could be a sign that 
voters are more interested in the 
judicial retention races on this year’s 
ballots than they have been in other 
races in recent municipal elections.

“The numbers struck me,” said 
Chris Borick, a professor of politi-
cal science at Muhlenberg College 
in Allentown. “Having that type of 
activity at this point does suggest that 
voters are a bit more engaged this 
time around.”

Republican voters appear to be 
driving the trend. While Democrats 
still make up the majority of mail bal-
lot requests, 66%, Republicans now 
make up a greater share than they 
did four years ago. The number of 
mail ballots requested by GOP voters 
has risen to roughly 277,000 from 
205,000 in 2021, a 35% increase. The 
Democrats’ total, by comparison, is 
up just 9%

As of Monday, voters of both par-
ties had returned roughly 52.5% of 
their ballots.

This is despite Republican leaders 
sending mixed messages to voters on 
the safety of mail voting.

President Donald Trump has 
derided mail voting as susceptible 
to fraud and said in an August social 
media post that he would “lead a 
movement” to get rid of it. But local 

and state Republicans have been 
encouraging people to vote by mail.

Just last week, Congressman Dan 
Meuser (R-Pa. 9), once considered a 
top contender for governor, promot-
ed the option in a social media post 
shared by the state party.

“Things change for a lot of us, so 
if you can vote early, vote early,” he 
said. “Send your mail ballot in.”

While the Republican interest 
in mail voting has been growing 
steadily in recent election cycles, 
the increase for this year’s typically 
low-turnout municipal election 
may have to do with the year’s high-
est-profile race: a judicial retention 
election that will decide whether 
several appellate judges initially 
elected as Democrats get to stay on 
the bench for 10 more years.

Republicans have been urging 
voters to vote “No” on three state 
Supreme Court justices, and two 
lower court justices. They hope a 
no vote will open up the possibility 
of flipping the ideological majority 

Republican voters drive increase in mail 

ballot requests in Pa.

BY GAWHARA ABOU-

EID

THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

MILTON — More than 
100 high school students 
from across Central Penn-
sylvania gathered Tuesday 
at The Well in Milton for 
the Youth Mental Health 
Club Fall Event, a regional 
training that emphasized 
empathy, connection and 
peer leadership in sup-
porting mental well-being.

Hosted by the Central 
Susquehanna Intermedi-
ate Unit (CSIU), the event 
brought together student 
leaders and advisors from 
nine school districts to 
participate in “story cir-
cles” — a model for open 
conversation designed 
to build trust and under-
standing.

“This year is more like 
a training,” said Jestine 
Myers, a Multi-Tiered Sys-
tem of Supports coach in 
CSIU’s behavioral health 
department. “How do we 
train the students to be 
able to be peer leaders 
and to go back into their 
schools, develop relation-

ships, develop empathy, 
consider how to build 
relationships to help for 
mental health supports?”

Myers noted the fall 
gathering built upon 
last year’s kickoff, which 
launched local mental 
health clubs modeled 
after Aevidum, a Penn-
sylvania-based initiative 
meaning “I’ve got your 
back.” What began as 
small groups in a few dis-
tricts has now grown into a 
regional network.

Nine districts partic-
ipated this year, Myers 
said, with several others 
sending advisors as they 
prepare to launch new 
student clubs. Participat-
ing school districts includ-
ed Mifflinburg, Warrior 
Run, Shikellamy, Central 
Columbia, Southern 
Columbia, Millville, Ben-
ton, Columbia Montour 
Vo-Tech and Danville.

“We also support the 
adults,” she noted. “We 
have an advisor meeting 
about three times a year 
that everybody can Zoom 
and hear ideas from differ-
ent groups.”

The half-day event ran 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
included activities such 
as icebreakers, storytell-
ing games and facilitated 

Uniting to strengthen 

school mental health 

support
Youth Mental 

Health Fall Club 

Event held at 

The Well
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From left, Mifflinburg Area High School students 
Mckenzy Yoakam, Dakoda Conterman and 
Natalie Gemberling partake in an icebreaker at 
the Youth Mental Health Club Fall Event.

BY ROBERT YOON 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

CRANBERRY TOWNSHIP — Control of the Pennsyl-
vania Supreme Court hangs in the balance in statewide 
elections next week, when voters will cast ballots on 
judges for the state’s three highest courts. Voters across 
the commonwealth will also vote in municipal elec-
tions, including high-profile races in Pittsburgh and 
Philadelphia.

State Supreme Court Justices Christine Donohue, 
Kevin Dougherty and David Wecht – all Democrats – 
will appear on the Nov. 4 ballot in a retention election, 
where voters will decide whether to award the sitting 
jurists new terms on the high court. Terms are 10 years, 
although Donohue must retire in 2027 when she reach-
es the mandated retirement age of 75. While retention 
elections are often a quiet affair in Pennsylvania, this 
year’s campaign has been heavily shaped by party pol-
itics.

What to expect from 

the Nov. 4 election
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TURBOTVILLE — As 
the sunlight started to fade 
and the moon began to 
rise Tuesday evening over 
the Warrior Run School 
District complex, the 
sounds of laughter and 
excitement could be heard 
coming from the parking 
lot as hundreds of children 
lined up to participate 
in an event which has 
become a popular tradi-
tion.

High school seniors 
Dane LaForme and Jess 
Frey said this marked the 
third year in which the 
school has held a Trunk-or 
Treat event.

LaForme is a member 
of the Leadership class 
and Frey is part of Student 
Council. The two served as 
organizers for the activity.

“I think the kids enjoy 
walking through here,” 
Frey said.

“It brings a lot of peo-
ple together,” LaForme 
said. “It’s not a Halloween 
event. Many different 
backgrounds can come 
together, walk around, and 
get candy.”

The two seniors started 
organizing the festivities at 
the beginning of the school 
year.

“We have to reach out 
to the community to see if 
they want to host a trunk,” 
Frey said. “We reach out to 
school clubs, to see if they 
want to do it.”

About 30 different com-
munity and school groups 

‘Trunk-or-Treat’ at Warrior Run

Hundreds of 

children attend 

annual October 

event
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Ready to participate in Warrior Run’s Trunk-or-Treat event are, from left, Abel Adams, 2; Kaiden 
Batman, 6; Nittany Batman, 7; Madelynn Schooley, 2; and Alaina Schooley, 4.
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From left, Malory Bryan and Makayla Heyler 
spend time with Heyler’s goats at the Aevidum 
club stand at Warrior Run’s Trunk-or-Treat. Their 
station had a farm theme.

Treat, Page A4



A4      Wednesday, October 29, 2025 The Standard-Journal, Milton, PaSupport Your Local Businesses

GAWHARA ABOU-EID/THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

Democrats hold a 5-2 major-
ity on the state Supreme Court,
but Republicans have mounted 
a campaign to oust Donohue, 
Dougherty and Wecht. If voters 
decide not to retain a justice for 
another term, Democratic Gov. 
Josh Shapiro could appoint a
temporary replacement, subject 
to confirmation by the Repub-
lican-controlled state Senate. A 
deadlock in the confirmation 
process could result in a court 
tied at 2-2 if voters oust all three 
justices this year. An election 
to fill any vacant seats for full 
10-year terms would be held in 
2027.

The last state Supreme Court 
retention election was in 2017.
The Republican justice on the
ballot that year was retained with 
68% of the vote, while the Dem-
ocratic justice was retained with 
71% of the vote.

Voters will also decide races
for other state courts, including
the state Superior Court and 
Commonwealth Court, the two 
statewide appellate courts a step 
below the state Supreme Court.

In the race for Pittsburgh may-
or, Democratic Allegheny County 
Controller Corey O’Connor and 
Republican Tony Moreno are 

running to replace outgoing
Democratic incumbent Ed Gain-
ey. O’Connor, a former member 
of the Pittsburgh City Council 
and son of the late Mayor Bob 
O’Connor, defeated Gainey in 
the May primary. Moreno, a for-
mer police officer, was the 2021 
Republican mayoral nominee 
who lost to Gainey in the general
election.

In Philadelphia, Democrat 
Larry Krasner seeks a third 
term as district attorney against
former Philadelphia Municipal
Court Judge Pat Dugan. Dugan 
stepped down midway through 
his third term in 2024 to mount a
challenge against Krasner for the
Democratic nomination. Kras-
ner defeated Dugan in the May 
primary, but Dugan switched 
parties in August to run in the 
general election as a Republican.

Democrats have won recent
general elections in both Pitts-
burgh and Philadelphia by 
wide margins. Gainey defeated 
Moreno in the 2021 Pittsburgh 
mayoral race with about 71% of
the vote. In Philadelphia, Krasner 
won reelection to a second term 
in 2021 with about 72% of the
vote.

The Associated Press does 
not make projections and will 

declare a winner only when it’s
determined there is no scenario 
that would allow the trailing 
candidates to close the gap. If
a race has not been called, the 
AP will continue to cover any 
newsworthy developments, such
as candidate concessions or dec-
larations of victory. In doing so,
the AP will make clear that it has
not yet declared a winner and 
explain why.

Pennsylvania requires an auto-
matic recount for statewide races
with a vote margin of 0.5 percent-
age points or less. For non-state-
wide races, voters may petition 
an individual county board of 
elections or the courts to order 
a recount. The AP may declare
a winner in a race that is eligible 
for a recount if it can determine 
the lead is too large for a recount 
or legal challenge to change the 
outcome.

Here’s a look at what to expect 
on Nov. 4:

When do polls close?

Polls close at 8 p.m.

Who gets to vote?

Any voter registered in Penn-
sylvania may participate in the
statewide general elections. Vot-
ers registered in Philadelphia or

Pittsburgh may participate in the
general elections in their city.

What do turnout and 

advance vote look like

As of Oct. 6, there were about
3.8 million Democrats and 3.6 
million Republicans registered 
in Pennsylvania. In Allegheny
County, home to Pittsburgh, 
Democrats comprised nearly
55% of the county’s 912,000 reg-
istered voters, while Republicans
comprised about 29%. Dem-
ocrats made up about 72% of
Philadelphia’s roughly 1.1 million 
registered voters. Republicans
made up about 12%.

Nearly 71,000 people voted 
in the 2021 general election for 
Pittsburgh mayor, which was 
about 31% of registered voters at 
the time. Mail ballots made up 
about 35% of votes cast. Rough-
ly 230,000 people voted in the 
Philadelphia municipal general
election that year, or about 22%
of registered voters. About 32% of
the vote was from mail ballots.

About 3.1 million votes were
cast in the 2023 state Supreme
Court general election, or rough-
ly 36% of registered voters at 
the time. Mail votes comprised 
about 26% of the total votes cast.

As of Monday, more than

571,000 of the 1.1 million absen-
tee ballots requested statewide 
had already been cast. About
67% of these votes came from 
Democrats and about 25% were
from Republicans.

In Pittsburgh, more than 
15,000 pre-Election Day votes 
had been cast as of Oct. 10.
About 87% of these votes came
from Democrats and about 8%
from Republicans.

How long does vote 

counting usually take?

In the 2024 presidential elec-
tion, the AP first reported results 
from Pennsylvania at 8 p.m.
in Allegheny County just as 
polls closed. The first results in 
Philadelphia were reported at
8:08 p.m. By noon the next day,
nearly 97% of the total statewide 
vote had been tabulated.

Vote tabulation ended for the 
night in Allegheny County at
12:08 a.m. with about 97% of the
vote counted and in Philadelphia
at 1:56 a.m. with about 93% of the
vote counted.

Are we there yet?

As of Nov. 4, there will be 364 
days until the 2026 midterm 
elections and 1,099 days until the 
2028 general election.

Election
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From left, Warrior Run Junior/Senior High School students Jackson 
Stevens, Triston Alexander, counselor Yami Melton, and students Thomas 
Miller and Malory Bryan take part in an icebreaker at the Youth Mental 
Health Club Fall Event.

discussion circles. Susan Jordan, exec-
utive director of Susquehanna Valley 
Mediation, led the sessions, encouraging 
students to share personal stories and lis-
ten actively to one another.

Myers said the focus was intentionally 
hands-on.

“Last year was really a kickoff… Where-
as this year is more like actually interact-
ing amongst schools,” she said.

A partner organization, UPMC’s Health 
Resources and Services Administration 
– Growing Resilience and Connection 
through Empathy Project (HRSA GRACE)
project, also presented materials from its 
Beyond the Hype campaign, which raises 
awareness around vaping and healthy 
decision-making.

“It’s not necessarily an anti-vaping cam-
paign,” Myers said, “You choose — here’s 
some information to help you hopefully 
make the healthy choice.”

Students were able to take home infor-
mational items and QR codes linking to 
resources.

Funding for the event came through 
a combination of the AWARE grant — 
awarded to the CSIU by the federal Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) — and sup-
port from HRSA. Myers said both grants 
are in their final year.

“We’re hoping to maybe scale it down 
but still continue the work next year or 
find some sponsorship or outside fund-
ing,” she said. “How often do you get over 
100 high schoolers in a room together and 
paying attention, listening, focused on 
what’s going on?”

Among those students were Natalie 
Gemberling, a senior at Mifflinburg Area 
High School, and Triston Alexander, a 
sophomore at Warrior Run Junior/Senior 
High School. Both participate in Aevidum 

clubs founded last year.
“For me, it just made sense,” Gember-

ling said. “It’s fun to be able to help people 
and make sure that everybody’s doing 
okay and have that smiling face in the 
hallway.”

Alexander echoed the sentiment.
“I’d like to help people, so I decided this 

would be a good opportunity too,” he said.
At Mifflinburg, Gemberling’s club 

recently hosted a football game fundraiser 
featuring painted handprints on a banner, 
later hung in the cafeteria.

“There were a lot of younger students at 
the football game that participated,” she 
said. “Just that participation of more than 
just the club at the high school was cool 
to see.”

Both students said the Milton event 
exceeded their expectations.

“It was really cool to meet other stu-
dents from other schools that are also 
kind of in a similar club and be able to see 
what they’re doing,” Gemberling said.

Alexander described the atmosphere as 
unexpectedly open.

“I actually expected something a lot 
more formal… but yes, it’s been a very 
well-inviting experience for me,” he said. 
“I never knew about story circles before, 
and now that I do, I like them. I think it’s a 
great way to explain our problems, get out 
there and boost the community more.”

Both plan to bring lessons back to their 
clubs.

“Even if it’s not a circle, just communi-
cating about stories that have happened 
to us —even if they aren’t deep — can feel 
good,” Gemberling said. “Just having it in 
the club and even in my life, that’s kind of 
a big takeaway I’m going to definitely use 
after this.”

Gawhara Abou-eid can be reached at 570-742-

9671 ext. 1114 or email newsreporter@stan-

dard-journal.com.
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From left, Madison 
Pfleegor, 6, and Liam
Batman, 3, line up to 
participate in Warrior 
Run’s Trunk-or-Treat.

KEVIN MERTZ/THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

Educators Club members, from left, Maddie Lewis and Hannah Hunter 
prepare to hand out treats Tuesday evening at Warrior Run.

and organizations partic-
ipated this year, with vol-
unteers handing out candy 
from vehicles decorated to
represent various themes.

A farm was the theme
for the Aevidum club’s sta-
tion at the event. Students 
were dressed like farmers, 
with Makayla Heyler even
bringing her goats to the
stand.

“Our theme is a farm,

munity and school groups 
which participated in the 
event.

According to Frey, 800 
people participated in the 
2024 edition of Trunk-or-
Treat. As Tuesday’s event 
opened, she and LaForme 
expected at least that many
to attend this year.

While LaForme and Frey 
were the primary organiz-
ers of the event, they said
additional student volun-

dents for the work they put
in to making the evening 
possible.

“Every event we run is 
usually student led,” she
said. “This one takes a ton
of organizational work.

“Our club really focus-
es on connections and 
making sure the elemen-
tary kids have positive 
role models to look up to,”
Seymore continued. “We
provide activities where the
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