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Obion County Middle School Update

Obion County Schools is excited to announce important changes coming for the 2026-

2027 school year. Beginning in August 2026, Hillcrest, Lake Road, and Ridgemont will reorganize to
form three distinct schools; Hillcrest and Lake Road Elementary Schools will serve Pre-K through
5th grade students, and Obion County Middle School will bring together 6" through 8" grade
students at the current Ridgemont campus.

This transition represents an exciting opportunity to expand what we offer our students, both

inside and outside the classroom. By combining our middle school programs, we will be able to
provide:

More advanced and honors courses to better prepare students for high school and beyond.
Enhanced athletic opportunities, as resources can now better support our teams and
programs while providing a higher level of competition as members of the West Tennessee
Athletic Conference and TMSAA.

Athletic opportunities that will be offered at OCMS will include Baseball, Boys and Girls
Basketball, Cheerleading, Boys and Girls Cross Country, Fishing (as part of OC

Anglers), Football, Boys and Girls Golf, Boys and Girls Soccer, Softball, Boys and Girls
Tennis, Volleyball.

Consolidated Middle School Band

Earlier career exploration programs, connecting students to future academic and workforce
opportunities.

Enhanced STEM, Agriculture, Computer Science, and Health Science pathways, allowing
students to explore specialized programs at a younger age.

A new greenhouse facility, a new STEM lab, and a new health science lab providing hands-on
learning experiences that strengthen our Career and Technical Education programs.

Additionally, this transition allows us to direct more resources toward students and classrooms
rather than maintaining less robust programs at multiple sites. For example, parent teacher
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organizations, school support organizations, extracurricular activities, and clubs will
now benefit from forming a stronger, more unified support system.

Mr. J.B. Suiter, current Assistant Principal at South Fulton Middle/High School, has been
named the new Principal of Obion County Middle School, bringing years of leadership experience
and a student-centered approach that will help shape a positive and successful start for OCMS.

This reorganization will better position Obion County Schools to provide a more tailored
educational experience for our students academically, socially, and athletically from kindergarten
through graduation.

Our next step in this process is to notify the Pre K through 4" grade students currently
enrolled at Ridgemont of the school they will be zoned to attend beginning in August of 2026. This
notification will be sent home with the impacted students prior to Christmas
break. Students currently enrolled in PreK through 4t grade at Hillcrest and Lake Road will remain
enrolled at their current school.

For those families who have students that will be attending multiple schools, there will
be direct bus routes provided from Hillcrest Elementary, Lake Road Elementary, and Obion County
Middle School that will transport students to the other schools in the district as needed. More
information about transportation will be coming in the future.



