Be SMART
on Gun Safety

The Be SMART campaign was launched to Firearms are the leading cause of
raise awareness that secure gun storage— RClEitR{]4 American children & teens.
1~?torlng guns.lc.)cked, unloaded ?nd s?pa.rate Firearm 2.566
rom ammunition—can save children’s lives.
Be SMART emphasizes that it’s an adult
responsibility to keep kids from accessing
guns, and that every adult can play a role in
keeping kids and communities safer.
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Visit besmartforkids.org for more info. IELIIRE] 990

besmartforkids.org

Tips for Talking CONVERSATION STARTERS
to Young Children
General Safety
« Make it part of the normal safety conversation | ' Before | drop my son off, | just wanted to check
you have with your children. to see if you have pets? Also, do you have
« Keep the language simple; for example: firearms in your home? How they are stored?
“If you see a gun, don’t touch it. Tell an adult | want to make sure he knows your safety rules.”
right away.” Teen Safety

* Tell children not to touch a gun, even “I'm excited the kids are getting together this

if it looks like a toy. weekend. My daughter has never been
e Assure children they will not get in trouble to your house so, | want to chat about a few
if they tell an adult they’ve seen a gun. things: Will an adult be home the whole time?
* Repeatit on a regular basis. Also, | heard a story on the news, and now
I always ask, "Do you have any firearms,
and how are they stored?”

Tips for Talking

to Adolescents Make it a Deal-Breaker

In the unlikely event that your friends or relatives
don’t confirm that they store guns securely, make
sure they know that you won’t allow your
children in their home: “I'm sorry but unless you
make sure your guns are locked the entire time
we are in your home, we won’t be able to make
it. The kids are good kids, but curious, and | just
can’t take the risk of them hurting themselves or
someone else. We’'d be happy to have you at our
house instead this year.”
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