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MEDIA RELEASE

Whitesides Elementary Recognizes Students for
Reading Passport Program

Mount Pleasant, SC (November 14, 2025) - On Friday, November 7, 2025, Mamie P.
Whitesides Elementary School celebrated its new Reading Passport Program with a Patio
Popcorn Party for students who have completed the first milestone in the program. Eight
students were recognized for reading at least five of the Passport Books.

The Reading Passport program was created for students in fourth and fifth grades to encourage
them to explore a variety of book genres by reading all 20 of the South Carolina Children’s
Books Award Nominees. Students receive a passport stamp for each book they read and can
earn prizes after reading 5, 10, and all 20 books.

Several teachers and administrators in the building are "experts" on one or more of the books.
Once a student completes a book, they go to the book expert to talk about the book and get a
stamp in their passport.

"We are thrilled to see our students excited about the Reading Passport program,” said Kim
Livingston, Teacher Librarian at Whitesides. "It is common to see a drop in recreational reading
for upper elementary students, so this program is a great way to keep our older students
reading for fun.”

In addition to the eight students recognized so far, there are another 25 participating in the
program. There will be another Patio Popcorn Party in February for students who are still
working to complete five (5) books. Students who complete 10 books will receive a free book at
the school's Spring Book Fair, and students who read all 20 books will be invited to a VIP lunch
with free books and prizes.

During the Patio Popcorn Party, students enjoyed a full popcorn bar with candy, sprinkles and
other snacks they could add to their popcorn. In addition, they were able to talk about their
favorite books with other students and teachers who were in attendance.

The following students were recognized on November 7:

- Harrison Mack, 4™ grade
- Liam White, 4™ grade

- Alice Smith, 5" grade

- James Ryan, 5" grade

- Evan Bell, 5" grade
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- Cooper White, 5" grade
- Rachel Waite, 5" grade
- August Asper, 5" grade

Between these eight students, they have read a total of 57 books.

All fourth and fifth graders are eligible and encouraged to participate in the Reading Passport
program.

For more information, contact Principal Michelle Conner at (843) 849-2838.
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About the Charleston County School District

Charleston County School District (CCSD) is a nationally accredited school district committed to providing equitable and quality
educational opportunities for all its students. CCSD is the second-largest school system in South Carolina and represents a unique
blend of urban, suburban, and rural schools spanning 1,300 square miles along the coast. CCSD serves approximately 51,000
students in 90 schools and specialized programs.

CCSD offers a diverse portfolio of educational options and specialized programs delivered to the students of CCSD through
neighborhood, magnet, IB (international baccalaureate), Montessori, and charter schools and programs. Rich educational
opportunities for students include programs in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM); music and other creative
and performing arts; career and technical preparation programs; military; dual credit; and many more.
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