
Where Should We Be?
Where Are We Going?

PEP Night
Wednesday, November 12, 2025



Objectives

-To break down the college and career exploration process into manageable steps 

for grades 9-12

-To provide parents with action steps to focus on with their children in each year of 

high school

-To provide parents with resources that they can use as they move forward with 

their child







9th Grade Year 
What can we do?

● Embrace (appropriate) challenges

○ Honors and AP courses

● Make a 4-Year Course Plan

● Sign up for AP Tests

○ You have Nothing to Lose!!

● Consider TECC Center Options

● Get Involved

○ Depth not Breadth

● Start a resumé

● Read for Pleasure

Family Conversations

● What are Your Expectations for High 

School Life?

● Has Your Family Talked Together About 

College and $?

● What are your expectations for college? 

What if the career in which your child is 

interested doesn’t require a 4 year 

degree?



Resource: Marcus Testing Website

Website:
https://burgint5.wixsite.com/website

Website Info Includes:
● STAAR / EOC dates
● AP Test registration
● PSAT / NMSQT registration (for 

juniors)
● TSI registration
● Accomodations
● Links to SAT / ACT registration

https://burgint5.wixsite.com/website
https://burgint5.wixsite.com/website
https://burgint5.wixsite.com/website


Resource: LISD CTE Website
Address: www.lisd.net/cte

http://www.lisd.net/cte


10th Grade Year
Where Are We Going?

● Find Appropriate/Balanced Challenges
○ Honors, Dual Credit, & AP 

● Let Your Child Think Out Loud

● Start College Visits
○ Even Locally…It’s Never Too Early

○ Attend College Fair

● Take the PSAT
○ Free practice for all LISD 10th graders

● Read for Pleasure

● Be Engaged with School, Work, or Service

Family Conversations

● What kind of college experience are you 

seeking? 

● Is transferring from a 2-year to a 4-year 

school something you would consider?

● Are you open to military service for the 

purposes of career and/or college?



Resource: Texas OnCourse
Address: www.texasoncourse.org

http://www.texasoncourse.org


Resource: College Board
Address: www.collegeboard.org

http://www.collegeboard.org


11th Grade Year
● It’s Getting Real

● Real schools/majors on a real list

● Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery 

(ASVAB)

● Take the PSAT
○ Must register and pay

○ This is the entrance into the National Merit 

Scholarship competition

○ PSAT Team by invitation

○ The last practice opportunity

● Take the ACT and/or SAT
○ ACT/SAT Class

● Visit Colleges and Attend College Fairs
○ MHS, NorTex College Fair

● Join Mailing Lists

Family Conversation

● Look at the dates for the ACT and SAT. When 

are the best opportunities for you to take the 

test through November of senior year?

● Have you considered opportunities like 

Honors Colleges? Studying Abroad?

● When are there opportunities in your family 

and school calendar between now and Fall of 

Senior year to visit campuses on your list?



Resource: College and Career Visits 
● 2 free excused absences during junior and senior year. Must bring back signed 

note/letter from admissions office or business with date of visit and school 

logo.

● Many colleges visit Marcus! College reps come to MHS and set up in the 

Commons during all lunches. Great time for students to ask questions!



Resource: My Texas Future
Address: www.mytexasfuture.org

http://www.mytexasfuture.org


Resource: SAT and ACT
-We advise students to take one (or both) by end of the 11th grade or after Algebra 2.

SAT  www.collegeboard.org

Evidence Based Reading & Writing and Math

SAT is now DIGITAL

● still in person
● taken on an ipad or chromebook
● Shorter test time: 2 hours 15 min

Marcus Counselors offer practice SAT at MHS 
in Fall for 11th graders

ACT www.act.org

Critical Reading, Math, Science and English

Writing is optional, check with your college on 
requirements

Marcus Counselors offer practice ACT at MHS 
in Spring for 11th graders

http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.act.org


Resource: SAT & ACT Dates

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lc2_WGBArszczfVtCN8AjV0dP5DjmZCGJTAVJpBCz-k/edit?usp=sharing


12th Grade Year
Let’s Take Action

● Get organized before school starts
○ Review apps, essays, LOR, application plans, 

deadlines

● First Day of Senior Year: Where Will You 

Apply? What are You Interested in Learning 

About?

● Application Goal: Halloween

● FAFSA opens in October

● Scholarships all year…after applications

Family Conversations

● Are there last visits we need to schedule?

● When is the last ACT or SAT I will take?

● What are the family’s expectations for how 

the application process will go?

● What are the family’s expectations for the 

pursuit of financial aid and scholarship?



Resource: FAFSA
Free Application for Federal Student Aid

There are four types of federal student aid:

● Grants—financial aid that doesn't have to be repaid (unless, for example, you withdraw from school and owe a 
refund)

● Scholarships -  Money that is given to students who apply based on academics and other criteria. 
● Work-study—a work program through which you earn money to help you pay for school
● Loans—borrowed money for college or career school; you must repay your loans, with interest

 FAFSA application launches December of Senior Year

Each high school senior in a Texas public school district or open enrollment charter school must complete and submit a 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or a Texas Application for State Financial Aid (TASFA) as a state 
requirement for graduation. Texas Education Code §28.0256 allows a student to opt out of the financial aid application 
graduation requirement by submitting a signed form that authorizes the student to decline. This opt out form is located in 
parent access of Skyward in Back to School forms.

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/grants-scholarships
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/work-study
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.28.htm%2328.0256


Resource: Lewisville Education Foundation
Address: www.lisdef.com

http://www.lisdef.com


Resource: Fastweb
Address: www.fastweb.com

http://www.fastweb.com


Upcoming Events at Marcus:
* More Information will be communicated closer to events *

● January 8th (tentative) - Pre-Registration Night on WebEx

● February 20th - HBCU College Fair @ The Colony HS

● February 21st - Practice ACT @ MHS for 11th graders

● February 24th - ACT School Day (registration in January)

● March 26th (tentative) - College Planning/College Panel Night @ MHS 

Auditorium

● March 31st- Spring ASVAB Test 

● April 9th - FMHS / MHS College Fair @ FMHS



Tonight’s Agenda


