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Grace and Elegance as a Societal Antidote

One cannot help but feel saddened when reading or watching the news, whether through traditional
outlets such as the BBC or more modern platforms. The coverage of international events, royal matters,
and the actions of our leaders often leaves many of us shocked, and rightly so.

Reflecting on these events, I have wondered what our response should be, both as adults and as a school
community. Some would argue that we must ‘call out and stand up to poor behaviour’, and in many ways,
1 agree. Others advocate for a ‘dignified silence’. Interestingly, both approaches reflect our core values:
courage and love, respectively.

1 have been considering what guidance we should give our children about how to approach and respond to
such matters. There is often a temptation to voice strong opinions under the banner of ‘standing up for
what is right’. Yet too often, the manner in which this is done can be more harmful than helpful.

Over the years, 1 have sought a way forward that aligns with our values and brings life, even in difficult
times. Decades ago, Audrey Hepburn offered a simple yet profound response when asked about society’s
challenges. She suggested that the world was missing two vital words: grace and elegance.

Hepburn believed that true grace and elegance, rooted in kindness, empathy, and humility, can counteract
the superficiality and haste of modern life. She described elegance not as perfection, but as quiet
confidence; grace as the warmth of listening, the kindness that expects nothing in return, and the ability to
move gently through the world.

Both qualities, she implied, foster trust and connection, something our society, and indeed our children,
need now more than ever.

Best wishes,

P L

Tom Rainer
Head



School Updates

Anti-Bullying Week 2025 & Odd Socks Day:
Celebrating Kindness and Individuality

Next week, we take part in Anti-Bullying Week, celebrating kindness,
differences, and standing up to bullying.

All pupils, teachers, and staff are invited to Odd Socks Day on Monday 10th
November — wear your brightest, boldest, oddest socks to celebrate what
makes us unique. Let’s show that bullying has no place in our school!

Remembrance Day Service

Parents are warmly invited to join us in front of the main school building on Tuesday
11th November for our Remembrance Day Service. Please arrive by 10:45am, noting
that the main road through the school (from Castleford Hill) will close to cars at
10:30am.

e Arrival before 10:30am: park in the main car park
e Arrival after 10:30am: park by the sports field and walk to the front of school

Join Us for Our Final Open Morning of 2025 & Meet Our Parent Finance Manager

Our final Open Morning of 2025 will be on Friday 14th November from
_ 9:00am. Current parents are welcome to join us for a coffee social at 10:30am
S - or even for a tour from 9:30am if you’d like to see more of school life.

OPEN There will also be an opportunity to meet Mathew Madeley, Parent Finance
RUSULAEIN  Manager at the Dean Close Foundation. If you have financial questions, you
BRI  can book a 1:1 appointment with him.

Q00 - 11100

"‘“di'ga';e" To attend the Open Morning or meet the Parent Finance Manager, please
t r . . .
° - email admissions@deanclosestjohns.org.uk

Fresh Flavours for the
Second Half of Michaelmas Term

To ensure a variety of dishes and the use of fresh, seasonal
ingredients, our Catering Team have created new menus for
the second half of Michaelmas term.

Children can enjoy a variety of hot and cold breakfast options.
At lunch, there’s daily soup, a salad bar, and main courses
ranging from risottos to pies and hand-battered fish on
Fridays. Snacks include fresh fruit, biscuits, and daily treats like
gluten-free flapjacks, smoothies, or pancakes.

To discover the full range of dishes, please visit our website for
the complete menu:

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/school-life/health-and-
wellbeing/nutrition
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New Enchanted Library for Pre-Prep —
Thanks to Friends of St John’s

We're so excited to share that our brand-new
Enchanted Library is ready — and the children will be
seeing it for the very first time this Monday!

They’ll have the chance to step inside, explore this
magical new space, and enjoy stories and books with
their friends and teachers. To make the day even more
special, Louby Lou Storytelling will be joining us to
inspire a love of reading and imagination during the
day!

We can’t wait to see the children’s faces light up as
they discover this magical new library. We'll also be
inviting parents in soon to come and see the space for
yourselves — so please keep an eye out for more
information.

A HUGE thank you to the
Friends of St John’s for raising
funds through their quiz night
to create this magical place,
and a special thanks to
Georgia and Tina, who spent
so many hours getting the
library ready for use.
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: g @ * =7 - 'l b 3 9‘)—'

N

B YEHR%5 BIG WEEKEND - | KRS o ad e TN ISR

AT THE BOARDING HOUSE "1 Wwpw«f

% ISTH & 16TH NOVEMBER 2025 w- ' AT THE BOARDING HOUISE
: I - ,.,‘. .‘ 3 - + é

SATURDAY 6TH DECEMBER: %
=

SgT CAINE CARE i/ N e ! _ CHRISTMAS SHOPPING i
. T : - SUNDAY 7TH DECEMBER: +
| [sun ' ICE SKATING =
i W
lEI LONGLEAT SAFARI PARK . | s

~ OTHER YEAR GROUPS ARE WELCOME TO JOIN THEFUN!
BOOKING :

Year 3 Parents’ Afternoon in the Boarding House

We warmly invite Year 3 parents for tea, coffee, and a tour of our
boarding house — a great opportunity to experience the
atmosphere and explore potential future boarding for your child.
Meet the Boarding Parents and ask any questions you may have.

We are hosting two sessions next week: Tuesday 11th and
Thursday 13th November, 4—5pm. You can attend before pickup
without children or after collecting your child.

The children will also have their own tour during school time on
Tuesday.

To register your interest, please email Mrs Richardson at
richardsone@deanclosestjohns.org.uk.

Boarding Fackages & Offers
Our boarding options are designed with busy families 1 Night / week - £685/term (any set night)
in mind, providing a supportive, fun, and friendly 2 Nights / week - £1085 (any two set nights)
home-from-home experience. You can choose from: 3 Nights / week - £1555 (any three set nights)
e Full-time boarding 4 Nights / week - £900* (four set nights per week)
« Regular part-time boarding (1—4 nights per week) *Best value - Special Rate 2025/26

e Occasional boarding

« Weekend stays Occasional booking Monday to Thursday: £55 / night

Friday, Saturday or Sunday night:
£68.75 per night (includes activities)

To find out more about a typical day, week, weekend
in the boarding house, please see our Boarding Life
brochure here.



https://url.librisunify.com/e4481aeddf8e40bca8b81eb54f8a5a43
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Drama -
Year 6 Play: Peter Pan

We warmly invite you to join us for Year 6’s

performance!

=u
The pupils will be presenting Peter Pan in 30 o
minutes, on Friday 21st November at : STJOHN'S
6:00pm. YEAR 6 PRESENT

| PETER PAN
Please book your free tickets here: BY
www.ticketsource.co.uk/dean-close-st-johns AENHEER SRR

FRIDAY 215" NOVEMBER 6PM

A

Match reports

U8 and U9 Rugby % e
It was wonderful to see the boys in action on Monday! o o
Year 3 and 4 combined their teams to play tag rugby, o :
allowing everyone to showcase their strengths. The Year s S i S f;}
4s brought experience, while the Year 3s impressed with —= ‘%’i;' e e =
their enthusiasm and rapidly improving skills. W — A
i" ':_‘ * Y= B

The matches were well balanced in a triangular festival :
against two other schools, providing plenty of rugby and _ ' 4
lots of tries. Well done to all the boys!

# G

U10 Rugby

The U1os travelled to The Downs School on Wednesday and
showcased fantastic rugby throughout their festival. The boys’
progress was clear, strengthened by the strong friendships they have
built across the Dean Close Foundation, which adds an extra
dimension to their game.

Their development continues in training at Dean Close St John’s,

where they focus on areas for improvement and flourish as a result.
A particular highlight was the A-Team winning four out of four
matches, alongside consistently strong individual performances from
all players.

Well done, boys!



http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/dean-close-st-johns

U9 Hockey

On Monday, our Ugs returned to action after a long break—and
they wasted no time getting back into their stride!

In the first match, St John’s attacked brilliantly. Orla produced
superb passes to Charlotte, who skilfully turned her defender
before firing home a powerful shot to open the scoring. Anna was
outstanding at both ends of the pitch, working tirelessly in attack
and defence and scoring a fantastic goal herself. Every player
contributed to a highly competitive and exciting match.

The second St John’s team also impressed. Elsie and Gracie were relentless in defence and attack, while the
whole team worked brilliantly together, making strong tackles and constantly pressuring their opponents.

A fantastic return to hockey from all our Ugs — well done, team!

U11 Hockey

On Wednesday, our U11s took on Llandaff in what proved to be
a highly competitive afternoon of hockey.

The U11A team battled brilliantly throughout their match,
which finished 5—3 to Llandaff but felt much closer. Fern made a
number of fantastic 1-v-1 saves in goal, and Lydia produced a
brilliant goal-line clearance to keep St John’s in the game. Alice
was rock-solid in defence with some superb tackling, and the
whole team worked tirelessly—showing real improvement as
they began to attack effectively down the right side. They should
be extremely proud of their performance and determination.

Our U11B team enjoyed a brilliant fixture, winning 5—1! They
passed the ball confidently and worked together to build strong
attacking moves. In the final quarter they scored 3 quick goals.
There was some outstanding forward play on display, and it was
fantastic to see their progress. A big well done to Sofie, who was
voted Player of the Match!

Another excellent set of performances from our U11s—well
done everyone!

U13 Hockey

The U13A team faced a tough match against Dean
Close this week. Despite the challenge, there were
some excellent passages of play, and the team showed
great determination, particularly in the second half.

The U13B team also put in a strong performance,
creating plenty of scoring opportunities. Although the
Dean Close goalkeeper was in fine form, our
persistence paid off, resulting in a well-deserved 1—o0




Our senior pupil, Millie, earned another cap for U13
Newport District & Schools on Friday 17th October
against Bridgend. The team secured a hard-fought
win, moving to the top of the South Wales table.

Millie was thrilled to be named Player of the Match.
Her outstanding performance, determination, and all-
around commitment in both attack and defence were
recognised by coaches and teammates alike.

This was a particularly special achievement, as she
hadn’t been selected the week before. Millie showed
incredible sportsmanship by supporting her team from
the sidelines — something no other previously
unselected player had done — and turned that

motivation into an impressive performance on the
field.

We are immensely proud of her resilience, attitude,
and dedication!

Francesca Triumphs at
Martial Arts
International Championships

Over half-term, Francesca competed in the Matt Fiddes Martial
Arts International Championships at Bath University.

At 13 and a deputy black belt, she competes against adults in
hand drills, kickboxing drills, and 15-kick combos, facing tough
competition from across the UK, Australia, and New Zealand.

Although initially disappointed in not placing in these events,
and after a long day starting at 8am supporting her younger
SEN students, Francesca fought back to win the Girls’
International Gold Medal for U14 Sparring — an incredible
achievement for her first-ever competition.

We are extremely proud of her resilience, determination, and
sportsmanship.




Foundation News -
Chairman's Vacancy

You may be aware that our Chairman, Kathryn Carden, will be ending
her term of office in July 2026 after successfully leading the Foundation
through an extremely busy period.

A sub-Committee has been set up to seek her replacement. The brief is
to find someone with leadership and governance skills, ideally having
experience in both financial and educational fields, who supports the
Christian ethos of the Foundation, and has the time availability and R
commitment to lead the Trustee Board. UM gy

DEAN CLOSE

FOUNDATION

If anyone is interested in knowing more about this role, please contact
the Clerk of the Trustees shildicksmith@deanclose.org.uk in the next
few weeks, including sending a summary of your background and
experience.

APPEAL
The annual Shoebox Appeal helps bring Christmas

gifts to children aged 2—14 around the world. At St
John'’s, the collection is organised by Georgia Martin,
our school parent and Chair of Friends of St John’s,
and her family. They also kindly provide the
shoeboxes for participants.

How Can You Help?
* Pick up a shoebox from Reception
« Fill it with small gifts for children aged 2—14
 Return it by Monday 17th November

17" November is the final deadline, as boxes will be
collected later that morning.

Thank you for helping make a child’s Christmas
special!

What is a Shoebox Appeal?

The Shoebox Appeal is a special annual initiative where
we ct shoeboxes filled with small gifts for children
around the world who may not otherwise receive a
Christmas present

It's @ wonderful opportunity te spread kindness and make
a meaningful difference this festive season. Simply fill a
shoebox with thoughtful gifts you think a child aged 2-
14 would enjoy.

How Do | Get Involved?

1. Collect a Shoebox — Pick up an empty shoebox from
Reception. Instructions will be included to guide you

2. Fill It with Gifts - Choose small, suitable items for a
child aged 2-14.

3. Return Your Shoeboyx - Drop your campleted shoeboy
vack to Reception by the meorning of Monday 17th
November
Please note: This is the final deadling. as the boxes
must be collected and transported that same morning

Thank you for making a child's Christmas special this year.
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School Calendar & Events

Please see the up-to-date list of our school events for the Michaelmas Term 2025 on

the school website.

To help you follow our school events more easily, we will highlight any changes to the

announced calendar in red.

Additionally, the forward term dates for 2026-27 have now been published on the

website: https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates

If you have any questions about the school events, please feel free to contact us at

office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

EVENTS NEXT WEEK

Pate
Monday 10th November -
Friday 14™ November

ontayoreremr 10

14:00

Tuesday 11" November 10:55
16:00-17:00

Wednesday 12" November 14:30

14:00

14:00

14:00

Thursday 13" November 14:30
16:00-17:00

11+ Scholarship Week

U8 & U9 Boys’ Rugby vs Christ College Brecon (H)

U9 A & B Hockey vs BGS ¢H5 (A)

Remembrance Service

Year 3 Parents — Tea, Coffee & Boarding Tour

U10, U11, U12 & U13 Boys’ Rugby vs Beaudesert
Park (Mixed Venues)

U13 Hockey Severnside Tournament @ DCPS

U11 A Hockey Severnside Tournament
@ Cheltenham College

UT1 B Severnside Hockey Tournaments
@ Clifton College

Year 7 & 8 Trip to Techniquest

Year 3 Parents — Tea, Coffee & Boarding Tour


https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
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Friday 14" November 11+ Sports Scholarship assessments @ Dean Close

-
—
-
_ U10, U11, U12 & U13 Hockey vs
Cheltenham College (Mixed Venues)

—
-
—

Have %mm‘ weekend!
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https://www.instagram.com/dcsj_official/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/deanclosestjohns
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dean-close-st-john-s-school/

