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Head’s Message

Life...

This week, I have been thinking about life. There are thousands of quotes, and every one of us will have
differing takes on what life is.

I have been wondering why this has felt so relevant this week of all weeks. It started on Saturday, as staff
and children met to plant our ceramic poppies. As I watched the children running freely through the
poppies, I couldn’t help but think of those who gave their freedom so that we might enjoy ours.

On Tuesday, I was interviewing some of our pupils, and one of the questions was, “What are you most
grateful for?” Several, unsurprisingly, said, “Family.” One, quick as a flash, said, “My sister.” However, I
was particularly struck by one response: “My family and my life.” An hour later, we all stood to remember
those who gave their lives for us. It was poignant that Colonel Oliver joined us to represent those past,
present and future, who have, and are giving, so much for our freedom and safety.

Yesterday was a special day personally, as I reminisced about my own life. Today is King Charles’ birthday,
and tomorrow my mother has hers. Watching Pre-Prep arrive yesterday morning, I couldn’t help but
marvel at their energy and enthusiasm. One of them, commenting on my birthday, said “You must be
about 22, sir!” which made me smile. Another arrived with their new six week old sibling.

How do I live my life according to our values, and flourish? As a wiser person than I once said, “To live is
the rarest thing in the world. Most people exist, that is all”. Or, as Christ said, “I have come that you might
have life, and have it to the fullest”. For the quotes, our Pre-Prep, young and old, our community, and all
those who live their lives to the fullest so that they and others flourish, I am deeply grateful.

Best wishes,

Tom Rainer
Head
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Big Opening of Pre-Prep Library

On Monday, we celebrated the grand opening of our new 
Pre-Prep Library! 

What was once an unused classroom has been completely
transformed - with preparation work from our maintenance
team, new furniture and accessories funded by the Friends of
St John’s, and the creativity and finishing works provided by
Georgia and Tina. 

Following the ribbon-cutting by Mrs Shakeshaft, pupils
explored the library with friends and teachers. To make the
day even more special, Louby Lou joined us for an inspiring
storytelling session that sparked imagination and a love of
reading. 

A huge thank you to everyone who helped bring it all
together. The children absolutely LOVE their new library—it’s
a beautiful place to read, dream, and get lost in stories.

After the wonderful reception of the new Pre-Prep Library by pupils and parents, our
maintenance team is now hard at work updating the Prep Library.

 We’re thrilled that once the maintenance work is finished, the amazing Friends of St
John’s will be lending their magic once again to create another “wow” factor—we
can’t wait to share the results!

Coming soon...

At Dean Close St John’s, we proudly display our ceramic poppies
on the school lawn each year, lovingly created by our pupils. This
cherished tradition helps us remember and reflect.

On Tuesday, the St John’s family gathered for our Remembrance
Service, with thoughtful readings, a beautiful choir performance,
and the Last Post played by Mr Ransom. The children showed
impeccable respect throughout, and we were honoured to
welcome a parent currently serving in the British Army.

Thank you to everyone who joined us to pay tribute. 
Lest we forget.

Remembrance Service



Years 7 & 8
Techniquest trip

Worship Assembly

On Thursday, Year 7 and Year 8 enjoyed an exciting and educational trip to Techniquest Science Museum in
Cardiff. The morning was filled with curiosity and discovery as pupils explored over 100 hands-on exhibits
across the museum’s interactive floors. From earthquakes and vacuum power to turntables, mechanical arms,
and rocket launchers, the children engaged with science in a dynamic and memorable way.

They also enjoyed a thrilling, hands-on live science show on climate change, learning about pollution,
greenhouse gases, renewable energy, and ways we can all help protect the environment. Pupils had the
opportunity to demonstrate different scientific theories and see first-hand how carbon dioxide is contributing to
global issues.

The children continued their learning in the LAB, taking part in a session on the “Magic of Science.” They
investigated static electricity, exothermic reactions, colour theory, and pH indicators, discovering how science
and magic can often look surprisingly similar.

Throughout the day, students had plenty of time to explore the exhibition hall, immersing themselves in all the
wonders of science. A particular favourite was the friction slide, and they also became very determined to see
who could hold their own body weight for the longest!

Experiences like these are invaluable for helping new knowledge stick, refreshing familiar concepts, and truly
bringing science to life right at their fingertips.

We were delighted to welcome Simon Tomkins from
Lymington Rushmore to be the guest speaker at our
Worship Assembly last week. Simon spoke about ‘Ordinary
Superheroes’ and how each of us has the potential to be a
hero to someone else.

Lymington Rushmore offer Christian Activity holidays for
children in Years 6-8. If your child is interested in going on
one of these, you can find out more information here:
https://www.lymingtonrushmore.org/junior/summer-
holidays/

Photo: https://www.lymingtonrushmore.org
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Boarding News

The boarding house is open to all Prep children, and we
recently welcomed our youngest pupils in Year 3 for a
tour to look around and learn more about boarding.

We were also delighted to welcome parents for our Open
Boarding House afternoon. Thank you for coming along
and taking the time to explore the house!

Upcoming Boarding Weekends

New to Boarding - Year 3

Flexi-boarding is our most popular
stay in the boarding house, where
children spend a few nights during
the week. 

This week, as the weather turned a
bit wet, they spent more time
indoors in the evenings, enjoying
activities such as slime-making and
exciting cup challenges.

Flexi-Boarding Fun
This Week



Sport Scholarship

U11 Hockey

Our U11s had a fantastic afternoon at the Severnside B Team
Tournament on Wednesday, playing brilliantly throughout the
round-robin competition.

We started with a 0–0 draw against The Downs, showing
confident attacking play and solid teamwork. Next, we beat Dean
Close 3–0, with excellent right-wing attacks and accurate passing
from Alice setting up many chances. A hard-fought draw followed
against Cheltenham Prep, creating plenty of scoring opportunities
despite not finding the net.

The team bounced back with a 4–0 win over Beaudesert, building
on earlier feedback, and finished with a 2–0 victory against Clifton
College. Remarkably, we didn’t concede a single goal all
tournament and remained unbeaten, crowning us U11B
Severnside Tournament Champions!

A huge well done to the whole team – every player contributed
and should be proud of how they represented St John’s.

Well done to Bea, Chloe, Frank, and Bertie, who attended scholarship testing at
Dean Close on Friday. 

Working alongside talented children from the Cheltenham area and beyond,
they performed really well in various sports and gained valuable experience in
both their learning and the environment provided by their coaches from Dean
Close and our own Mr Cracknell. Well done to all!

Match reports

U8 and U9 Hockey

On Monday, our U9s played against BGS in cold, rainy conditions, but the weather certainly didn’t
dampen their performance. Both teams played brilliantly and secured comfortable wins.

The players attacked the right side of the pitch with confidence and created plenty of goal-scoring
opportunities. Their recent work on attacking play and passing really showed, with several well-constructed
team goals throughout the matches.

Well done to both teams for braving the weather and producing such impressive performances!



U10, U11, U12 & U13 Rugby vs Beaudesert
Park ( Foundation fixtures - Mixed Venues)

U10 - There was an excellent afternoon of rugby for the Dean
Close Foundation, where our boys represented both the
foundation and our school superbly in some very exciting
matches. The Year 5 boys ran out as clear winners in their fixture
against Beaudesert, with an excellent display from all players.
Their progress over the course of the term was evident,
particularly in keeping the ball alive and ensuring that defensive
work was always driven by hard work and determination. 
Many tries were scored, with Noah picking up two and Kingsley
representing the A-Team for the first time in a competitive
fixture this term—both standout moments. Thank you also to
Steffan, who coached from the side in his absence and is eager to
return to playing on the field as soon as possible.

U11B - Dean Close faced Beaudesert in a challenging fixture,
providing a strong test of the team’s progress this season. The
team got off to a flying start with an early try, but Beaudesert
fought back with well-worked tries of their own, making for an
exciting contest. There were notable improvements in tackling
and breakdown work, highlighted by Bertie, who, in his first
season, led from the front by competing fiercely for the ball and
making strong tackles. The boys also demonstrated excellent
teamwork with Idris coming in quickly to help move the ball
wide at key times. 
The match ultimately ended in a win for Beaudesert, but Dean
Close’s performance was impressive, showcasing skill
development and determination. Special congratulations to
Bertie for his outstanding progress since starting in September
and for becoming a key member of the team.
Well done to all!

The U13 side, led by Oliver, also ran out victorious, showing
excellent skill and maturity. A unique feature of this match was
the analysis from the sidelines, which highlighted Oliver’s
contributions with and without the ball, as well as his overall
influence on the game. This information has provided a valuable
opportunity to plan training both on and off the field to support
his ongoing progress, and to help him set goals for future
performances based on objective data.

U8 and U9 Rugby

The Year 3 & 4 teams hosted Brecon on Monday. There were
initial concerns about the weather, but thankfully the games went
ahead, and the boys thoroughly enjoyed the muddy conditions.
Miles Dando and Alfie Weeks, in particular, took full advantage,
scoring tries and proudly turning their kits a muddy brown!
Despite the cold, it was fantastic to see the boys battling through
the conditions and showcasing the rugby skills they have developed
over the course of the term. They are now looking forward to a
fantastic festival next week.



It’s that time of year again — our much-loved Christmas Hamper
Raffle is back! Each year group has been given a festive theme, and
together we’ll be creating some beautiful hampers to raffle off in
support of our school.

This year’s themes are:
Kindergarten & Reception – Treats
Year 1&2 – House Colours (Yellow, Blue & Green)
Year 3&4 – A Perfect Night In
Year 5&6 – Christmas
Year 7&8 – Drinks

Key Dates
Donations can be sent into school from Monday 10th
November.
All donations should be in by Friday 28th November so
hampers can be wrapped and prepared.
The raffle will be drawn during our Advent Concert on Friday
5th December.

Where to Donate
Please send donations into reception, where collection boxes will be
clearly marked for each theme.

Why We’re Fundraising
All money raised from the Christmas Hamper Raffle will go towards
the new Pre-Prep Library and the renovation of the Prep Library —
creating inspiring reading spaces and leaving a lasting legacy for our
school community.

Raffle Tickets
Raffle tickets will be available soon — look out for details coming
home with your child!

Thank you so much for your support and generosity. Together, we
can make this a truly magical fundraiser for the children. 

FOSJ Christmas Hamper 
Raffle 2025 



Please see the up-to-date list of our school events for the Michaelmas Term 2025 on
the school website. 
To help you follow our school events more easily, we will highlight any changes to the
announced calendar in red.

Additionally, the forward term dates for 2026–27 have now been published on the
website: https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates 

If you have any questions about the school events, please feel free to contact us at  
office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

School Calendar & Events

Date Event

Monday 17  November (Prep Week 2)th 14:00 Year 5 & 6 Science Fair

14:00 U8 & U9 Boys’ Rugby Festival at Collegiate

14:00 U9 A & B Hockey Festival @ Westonbirt

Tuesday 18  Novemberth Pre-Prep Pyjama Day

16:00 - 17:00
‘New to School’ Talk for potential Kindergarten 

and Reception Parents

Wednesday 19  Novemberth U13 IAPS Small Schools Hockey Championship

12:00
U13 Boys’ Rugby Pinewood 7s @ Pinewood

- Foundation Fixture with DCPS

14:30
U11 Boys’ Rugby vs Westonbirt & Clifton College @

Westonbirt - Foundation Fixture with DCPS

14:30
U11 Boys’ Rugby Festival @ DCPS 
- Foundation Fixture with DCPS

14:30
U12 Boys’ Rugby vs Clifton College @ DCPS

- Foundation Fixture with DCPS

14:30
U12 & 13 Boys’ Rugby vs Hatherop Castle           
@ Hatherop Castle - Foundation Fixture with

DCPS

14:15 U11 A & B Hockey vs Beaudesert (H

EVENTS NEXT WEEK
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Thursday 20  Novemberth DCSJ Science Day (with Airthrie)

Explorer Dome (Years 3-8)

16:45
‘An Evening Of Music’ - Informal Music

Concert (Years 3-5) (4:45pm Start)

Friday 21  Novemberst 17:50 EXEAT

18:00
Year 6 Drama Performance – ‘Peter Pan’

Tickets:
www.ticketsource.co.uk/dean-close-st-johns

Have a great weekend!

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/dean-close-st-johns
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