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Principal’s Corner

The first quarter has already flown by, and we’d like to take a
moment to share a few highlights and important updates with you.
Our students have settled into their routines wonderfully, and it
has been a joy to see their excitement for learning shine
throughout the classrooms. During these early weeks, our dedicated
teachers have been focused on building a strong academic
foundation while nurturing a warm, supportive, and inclusive
learning environment for all.

I would also like to extend my sincere thanks to the students,
teachers, staff, and parents who have helped me transition into the
role of principal at Saltsburg Elementary. Your support and
collaboration have meant a great deal, and I am truly grateful to
be part of such a caring school community.
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In ELA class, students read the
story The Marble Champ and
learned how to play marbles.

L Fort Ligonier
Students have been learning 5" grade students traveled to Fort
about a Theme Park Engineer, Ligonier to learn about the importance
and have been designing their of the fort during the French and

own theme park. Indion war.




Engineering: Building a Bridge

Students explored the design
rocess bg creating a
‘Spiderweb Bridge” in Science

class. This served as an
extenstion of the  story
Charlotte’s Web from Reading
class.
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o RIASEC - Forester \

Third Grade students have been
discussing the RIASEC letters and the
characteristics that are attributed to
cach letter. This month, students
discussed the career of a forester. The
RIASEC letters that are closely related
io this career are R for Realistic, | for
Investigative, and S for Social.
Foresters enjoy working outdoors and
helping people manage the types and
ages of trees that benefit the owners

land.

We culmjnote each vnit in third
g;gde With a review that is fun
o st math applications in the’
a word, and reinforces the
S.kl“S learned in that unit 0
fll‘S.t unit review was al| c;boulfcr
tl:qkmg cookies! The students
tl:”“I; or.roys to place cookies on
e baking sheets, calculated
elapsed time to know when to
take cookies out of the oven
and enjoyed the sweet treots;

. Spend ti.me looking over the unit review at
home - it is very similar to the test format

Tips for Math
« Have a teach d th
TeSt Success Lo focus One';hr;ec:mthe problems to you, so

« Check your work carefully to make sure all
problems are done and error free



Community Explorers ot SES!
'MWders ot SES are becoming community
explorers! We're learning all about urban,
rural, and suburban areas — whot makes
each one special and how they're different.
From busy city streets to quiet country
roads, students are also discovering what
mokes their own community unique.
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GRADE 1}

STEAM CHALLENGES

This fall, our first graders have
been completing some engaging fall
STEAM challenges. We have created

trees using pattern blocks, made

different shaped leaves with pipe
cleaners, and used playdough and
acorns to design our own creation!
These have helped introduce STEAM
activities to our students and are
getting them excited to learn and
create ways to solve problems.
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. Have You Seen My /\noﬁvu\"ff, i  ~/

Person, Place, and Things (Animals) P . "{éf‘.ﬁ, "} «
Our first graders have been learning about Yoo O
common and proper nouns. They listened to the
book, Have You Seen My Acorn?; then sorted
the nouns from the story. They also enjoyed a
Kahoot game that focused on the capital letters
in proper nouns.

3 MAIL CARRIER
o

rThe first graders at Saltsburg Elementary School have
been learning about mail carriers for the USPS.

Several of our students think this could be a job for
them. They enjoy being outside, look forward to
wearing the uniform, and like to be social and
organized. They wrote letters to a pen pal and

aoddressed and stamped an envelope.




KINDERGARSHEN,

Johnny Appleseed Day

™ Another successful Johnny Appleseed
\"s Day took place in Kindergarten on
= September 26™. Students brought in
apples to make homemade
applesauce, They also did an apple
tasting and voted on which color apple
they liked the best. Red apples were the
grade favorite. —
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Our kindergarteners have adopted a
Cow named Daisy from Lone Oak Farms
In New Alexandria, PA! We'll be getting
fun updates about how Daisy is growing
and what she’s up to on the farm. This
Spring, our students will learn all about
dairy cows and even take g field trip to
vVisit a real dairy farm. Be sure to ask
your child for the latest moo-s from

Daisy!

Sweet Math Fun! %

Our kindergarteners had a blast with candy
corn math all month long! They counted,
sorted, made patterns and shapes — and

even got to enjoy a few sweet treats along the
way. It was a deliciously fun way to practice
their math skills!




Pre-K News

e This Month in Pre-K:

e This month’s theme in Pre-K is
“What makes me Special?” The
students will talk about things they
like to do and what makes each of
them special.

Math: We are learning about
patterns, measurement, one to one
counting, and observing objects
that are alike and different.

Letters and Sounds: /Mm/, /Ss/, /Aa/,

/Bb/, [Tt/

Upcoming Events:

Early Release Fridays: Every Friday.
Check School Calendar for any
updates or changes.

Book Fair: September 29 - October 3.
Preview Days are Monday and
Tuesday. Pre-K is scheduled to attend
the book fair to purchase items on
Thursday October 2, 2025.
Parent/Teacher Conferences:
Conferences are scheduled for
November 11, 2025. More information
will be sent home in October.
Homework: Homework Packets will
be sent home every week in your
child’s Friday Folder. Please return the
packets when done. These packets
will also be use for Flexible Instruction
Days due to weather conditions. More
information regarding FID will be sent
home if needed.
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Reminders:

Pre-K Dismissal and Bus Changes:
If there are any changes with your
child attending after-care, riding the
bus, or parent pick-up; please
provide a note and/or contact Mrs.
Spallone in the STEAM office.

End of the 1°* Nine Weeks: October
22, 2025 is the last day of the First
Nine Weeks. Information regarding
parent/teacher conferences will be
sent home in October 2025.

Fall Weather: FALL is here! As the
weather changes, please be sure to
dress your child in appropriate
clothing for outside play. If weather
permits and the temperature is at
least 25 degrees, we will go outside.
. Bring coats, sweaters, sweatshirts,
hats, and gloves if needed.

Ry
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Book BULL

HES.HEUSKA \

Many students hope to someday be on the
SES Morning News program, created by our
fifth-graders. They have a new opportunity y

might interest them.

to do that with a segment called “Book
Buzz”. Students can read a book from our
Media Center and complete a Book Review
bookmark for a chance to talk about it on
the news. This has motivated some children
to read more and talk about what they are
reading. On top of that, kids watching the
news are learning about new books that

S0 PENS

Students in grades 3-5 are adding another
building method to their collection of
engineering skills--using a 3D pen. Our new PA
STEELS standards challenge students to use
the Engineering Design Process. Part of that
process is to come up with an idea that solves
a problem and then show that idea by creating
a prototype, or model. A 3D pen can be a useful
tool in making a prototype. Students are seeing
how creativity, artistic design, and technical
skills can be used in problem-solving.



Physical

“Catch This — We're

I"

Learning to Throw!

Students ore off to a fantastic
tion! We've

“Learning the Power of
Teamwork!”




Music

" Composer of the Month:

Johannes Brahms
You might recognize his lively
Hungarian Dance No. 5, which has
shown up in everything from movies |
to cartoons, or his soothing Lullaby- §
the same gentle tune many babies
still fall asleep to today. Brahms was =
a German composer in the 1800s who |
became famous for combining rich
melodies with exciting rhythms.
P IREpRESS On a Roll with
*® Rhythm: Fifth Graders
* | racetoscoottothe

and return with the
rhythm they hear

We have seventeen 4™ ngoFers that
began instruments this year! our
holiday concert will be Tuesday,
December 9. Come see how far

they’ve come!




First Grade

PAEA Youth Art Month Flag Design Contest: Monster PUPPGtS

Due November. 24 Inspired by
Where the Wild Things Are

Doodle for Google: Due November 24

How to Be a Hero Coloring_Contest:
Due December 19

Litter Hawk (K-4) Poster Contest:
| Due January 2026



https://www.artsonia.com/artshow/85159/97439
https://www.artsonia.com/artshow/85159/97439
https://sites.google.com/paea.org/yamexhibit2025/home
https://doodles.google.com/d4g/
https://www.edgarsnyder.com/giving-back/coloring-contest
https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/grants-awards/awards/litter-hawk/

MS. DOHEY AND MRS. OBNEY

Hi families! Fall is in full swing, and our readers are making amazing
progress. Below is a quick roundup of ideas/resources that you can
use at home. If you ever have questions or want resources tailored to
your child, please reach out—We are happy to help!

How to Read With Your +4 Book Picks for Fall
Child (1-Minute Plan i _
e The Leaf Thief (T. Hemming) — fun,

funny, perfect for sequencing.

e Preview (10 sec): e Goodbye Summer, Hello Autumn
Look at the cover & (K. Pak) — rich vocabulary, seasonal
predict. details.

e Applesauce Day (L. Gal) — great for
retell and procedural text.

e The Scarecrow (B. Ferry & T. Fan) —
beautiful language; inferencing and

e Echo or Partner
Read (30 sec): You
model a sentence;

child repeats. theme.

e Word Work (10 sec):
Pick 1 tricky word; Library tip: Ask for decodable readers
map sounds, mark matched to your child’s phonics pattern
the heart part. (e.g., short a, blends, magic e).

y Comprehenswn (10 Great Free Practice Links
sec): Ask one

“why/how" question e Teach Your Monster to Read - phonics & decoding
‘ games: https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/

e UFLI Practice Hub - decodables and word work:

https://practice.uffl.edu/

» Starfall - early reading games:
https://www.starfall.com/

» ReadWorks - leveled passages with questions:
https://www.readworks.org/
9 e Epic (school hours free) - digital library: . /
https://www.getepic.com/ :

Tip: Create a small “reading nook” at home—basket of

books, sticky notes, pencil, and a comfy spot.


https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/
https://practice.uffl.edu/
https://www.starfall.com/
https://www.readworks.org/
https://www.getepic.com/

Kindergarten mathematicians have been busy learning all about
2-dimensional shapes! we read The Greedy Triangle to discover how
shapes can change when they gain new sides and vertices. Students also
practiced identifying shape properties while using pattern blocks to complete
special building challenges — creating exciting new images from familiar shapes
It was an awesome mix of storytelling, teamwork, and hands-on discovery Our.
shape explorers really made geometry come to life! |

‘ CUBES IN THE CLASSROOM!

Fifth grade students completed an
exciting unit on volume! To deepen their
understanding, they became mini-
architects and engineers — constructing
their own 3-dimensional unit cubes,
including a cubic meter, cubic decimeter,
cubic centimeter, cubic inch, and cubic
foot. By building and comparing these
different models, students explored how
much space each unit takes up and made
real-world connections to measurement.
We’re so proud of their hands-on
learning and creative thinking!




SMARTFUTURES

SmartFutures Career
curriculum
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Sun{eys, activities and skill building tools
provide self awareness needed to identify
realistic career goals.

pennsylvania is the first stote in the

United States to require that all students
graduate with a personalized career plan _
and portfolio that is tied to clearly Where am | going?
defined K-12 career education benchmarks.

These benchmarks, called the Pennsylvania
Academic Standards for Career Education
and Work (CEW Standards), provide the
curriculum roadmap that assures that all
students are prepared for 21st-century
suCcCess.

Explore careers and clusters that match
you and your goals. Get guidance from an
eMentor.

SmartFutures provides educators with
SmartFutures.org, o K-12 career planning
and portfolio platform that helps schools How do | get there?
easily implement the CEW Standards within
any classroom or virtually.

River Valley School District students will
have a comprehensive K-12 career
portfolio through this curriculum.

lFind_ relevant programs and majors and
identify schools and colleges offering the
best return on your investment.

W 4 ® o

Ry

N

@
De-°

—e

I,

1

s
E

-



# ealth Office

Health Report Cards are
being printed and will be sent

The following mandated screenings home in the mail. All the
are being completed on all student’s screening results
students at SES will be included as well as
« Growth screening (PreK-5% gr) ony referral forms for failed
. Vision Screening (PreK-5" gr) screenings and permission

forms for Physical and Dental
exams that are be required
for certain grade levels.

Hearing Screening (Prek-3" gr)

Holiday Assistance
If your family is in need of
assistance for the upcoming
holidays or at any time of the year,
please reach out to the School
Nurse or Guidance Counselor. Our
school has many resources and
organizations that offer assistance
to the families in our district.

' www.rivervalleysd.org

-




Discovery Den is an after

school program that gives
students the opportunity to
work on homework, gain
interpersonal skills, and grow

in their academics. At

Discovery Den, our goal is to
provide the student with o2
knowledge, confidence,anda °
fun approach to learning!




