PTA Meeting Minutes

Howe Elementary School Auditorium
November 11, 2025 | 7:00pm

Attendance:

Google Meet virtual meeting concurrent - Rachel Peabody, Greg Engle

Present: Emily Balestriere, Liz Longo, Katy Thomas, Matt Rizzutto, Jordan Backstrom, Amy
Zierath, Kalie Tomiczek, Margeaux Everhart, Sally Pratt, Jen Webler, Katie Worthy, Sarah
Androgge, Claudia Caruso

Called to Order at 7:00pm
Approval of October Meeting Minutes - APPROVED unanimously

e Officer Reports:
o Treasurer’s Report from Amy Zierath
m  There were $7,000 worth of deposits in October.
m Ending the month with approximately $37,000 in bank account.
m New funding requests:
e Lebo Subs for teachers the evenings of conferences, not to exceed
$350
o APPROVED - Motion by Jen Webler, seconded by Kalie
Tomiczek
e Staff t-shirts, not to exceed $800
o APPROVED - Motion by Jen Webler, seconded by Katie
Worthy
e (Classroom supplies for ABA classroom, not to exceed $150
o APPROVED - Motion by Jen Webler, seconded by Jordan
Backstrom
e In-person author visit and book purchases, Ms. Mader is working
on the details. Not to exceed $900
o APPROVED - Motion by Jen Webler, seconded by Sally
Pratt
o President’s Report from Emily Balestreire
m 2 paper plate awards were presented.
e Tax Fairy - Bethany Repcheck
e Quickest Reimburser - Amy Zierath
m Flex space proposal was briefly discussed, which entails renovating the
current auditorium by removing chairs and flooring and replacing flooring.



Proposals are coming in and the PTA is discussing with the district for
options.

PTA insurance has been renewed.

PTA Resources spreadsheet is available on Google Drive

FAQ document is also available on the Google Drive

Bylaws update is due in January

We finally have a Venmo account thanks to the dedication of Emily!

District wi-fi access is changing and will require new credentials daily for
visitors. Please contact Mrs. DiNardo in the office if you are going to need
a login code.
m There is likely to be a district spending freeze later in the school year,
likely January.
m The district has been listening to calendar feedback from families and has
changed the new academic calendar to reflect that.

e There will be an inservice day on Columbus Day next year, taking
the place of the third inservice day that typically takes place before
the school year begins.

e Thanksgiving break next year will include having the following
Monday off from school.

m The high school stadium grandstands are set to be replaced in the next few
years.
o Other Officer reports:
m Correspondence Secretary, Liz Longo, reports that no correspondence has
been received.
m  No report from Amy Grella, PTA Historian.

e Chair Reports & Recent Activities:

o Amy Grella (Han Karbowski) reports that we have received the Healthy Minds
Grant of $1,250.

o Cultural Arts Committee (Megan Williams via Emily) - A Parker Jones assembly
will be held on November 26th at 9:30.

m  We are hoping to add 2 more assemblies to the calendar this year.

o Spelling by (Sally Pratt) - Will be able to register with the discounted price of
$200. Signups will begin in January. The event is going to take place on 2 days
instead of 3. 4th and 5th graders will compete on the same day with the
championship the following day. Mr. Rizzutto will be in attendance as a judge.
Sally would like to provide some type of food/snack for contestants since they
will be staying after school and the competition can last for a long time. She is
going to look into what she will need to do to follow district rules/guidelines.



o Fifth Grade Committee (Margeaux Everhart) - The Caliente fundraiser made
approximately $780, 59 pizzas. Feedback was mostly positive. The bake sale was
overwhelmingly successful with a profit of ~$2400.

o Howe’s About a Gift (Jen Webler) - December 4th and 5th. Signups will go out
after the Book Fair. Mt. Lebanon Magazine is writing an article about HAG. Jen
has asked Mr. Rizzutto to look into the possibility that HAG can take place in the
gym this year to make better use of space.

o Scholastic Book Fair (Jen Webler) - All set to go this week! Jen has asked for
help on Friday after 2pm as there is not much volunteer support. Cleanup will
take place at 3:30 on Friday.

o Veteran’s Day (Katie Worthy) - All classes decorated cards for veterans today and
will be delivered later this week.

o Community Service (Andria Glock via Katie Worthy) - Candy from the candy
drive will be donated to an organization in New Kensington.

o Lunch Clubs (Cassondra Glevicky via Emily) - Sessions will be held from
January 5th through March 27th. Considering moving to 3- four week sessions
instead of 2- six week sessions to accommodate more students. It was discussed to
limit how many clubs each student can register for so more children have access
to clubs.

o Odyssey of the Mind (Dhanya Elias via Emily) - 8 families attended the
information session. There are 13 registered for the upcoming workshop.

Vote to elect our Nominating Committee of Katie Worthy, Jennie Rahimzadeh, and
Melissa Voto Sullivan. APPROVED- Motion by Liz Longo, seconded by Jen Webler.
o Katy Thomas will inform those elected of the results via e-mail.

**The next PTA Meeting will be held on 1/13/26 at 7:00pm in the auditorium at Howe.

Upcoming Dates:

11/13 - Conferences (no school for K) / Scholastic Book Fair
11/14 - NO School (conferences) / Scholastic Book Fair
11/26 - Noon dismissal

11/27-28 - NO School

12/4-5 - Howe’s About a Gift

12/19 - Winter Classroom Parties

12/22 through 1/2 - NO School for Winter Break

Meeting adjourned at 7:55pm



