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Examining Expectations for 
Student Writing

Grade 8 and Lit & Comp II

Module 2: Evidence & Elaboration
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Recorded Webinar

• Test Administration & Policy 
Implications

• ELA Assessment Design
• Assessment Resources
• New Item Types
• ICT Student Experience

https://login.community.gadoe.org/events/redesigned-
georgia-milestones-ela-assessment 

https://login.community.gadoe.org/events/redesigned-georgia-milestones-ela-assessment
https://login.community.gadoe.org/events/redesigned-georgia-milestones-ela-assessment
https://login.community.gadoe.org/events/redesigned-georgia-milestones-ela-assessment
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https://login.community.gadoe.org/events/redesigned-georgia-milestones-ela-assessment
https://login.community.gadoe.org/events/redesigned-georgia-milestones-ela-assessment
https://login.community.gadoe.org/events/redesigned-georgia-milestones-ela-assessment


4 Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Preparing ALL Students for Life

Learning Targets for Module 2

• Explore the scoring criterion for 
Rubric Trait 2: Evidence & 
Elaboration

• Make connections to the Writer’s 
Checklist

• Examine authentic student writing 
aligned to Trait 2: Evidence & 
Elaboration
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Training Format: Module 2

• Overview of Trait 2 – Evidence & Elaboration
• Examine Connections to the Writer’s Checklist
• Review Rubric Scoring Criteria for Trait 2

Part 1:

• Access ICT Set: Sports Economics – Lit & Comp II
• Review Scoring Philosophy
• Score Student Responses, Sports Economics – Lit & Comp II
• Independent Study, ICT Set: Polar Experience – Grade  8

Part 2:
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Choose Your Format

Small Group Discussion 
and Review Individual 

Review
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Professional Learning Resources

https://url.gadoe.org/
7vd9x

https://url.gadoe.org/7vd9x
https://url.gadoe.org/7vd9x
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Preparing for Training

Materials to Print before 
proceeding: 
Lit & Comp II Criteria 

Reflection Worksheets 
Lit & Comp II Scoring 

Worksheets
Lit & Comp II Sample ICT 

Texts/Transcripts
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Part 1:
Overview of Trait 2 – Evidence & Elaboration

Examine Connections to the Writer’s Checklist
Review Rubric Scoring Criteria for Trait 2
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Trait 1: Evidence & Elaboration Grade 8 
and Lit & Comp II
Overall Trait Description

Grade 8 Lit. & Comp. II
This trait examines the writer’s ability to conduct research using well-
chosen evidence from multiple sources to support claim(s) and/or a 
position on a topic. The writer effectively applies argumentative and 
expository techniques* by integrating supporting facts, reasons, 
explanations, details, descriptions, and/or events, using the writer’s own 
words to connect evidence to claim(s) and effectively support a position 
on a topic. 
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Trait 2: Rubric Descriptors Aligned with 
Score 3

Grade 8 Lit & Comp II
The student’s response is a well-developed text that effectively supports a position on 
a topic by effectively elaborating on the provided reasons, integrating relevant and 
well-chosen evidence from the sources, and strategically applying argumentative and 
expository techniques*.
Provides reasons that effectively support the stated claim(s) and/or position on a topic

Supports the provided reasons effectively by integrating relevant and well-chosen evidence 
(e.g., facts, reasons, explanations, details, descriptions, and/or events) from multiple sources

Elaborates effectively on provided reasons and ideas using techniques*

Makes a consistent attempt to credit sources
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Trait 2

Connecting Resources – Trait 2
Writing Rubrics and Checklists

Lit & Comp II
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Reflection – Evidence & Elaboration
• What are the characteristics of 

reasons that effectively 
support the claim?

• What does it mean to 
integrate evidence? What 
makes evidence well-chosen? 

• What does effective 
elaboration look like? 

• How can students properly 
credit sources in their writing? 
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Part 2:
Access ICT Set: Sports Economics – Lit & Comp II

Review Scoring Philosophy
Score Student Responses, Sports Economics – Lit & Comp II 

Independent Study, ICT Set: Polar Experience – Grade 8
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Lit & Comp II ICT Set

• Access the ICT Set: 
Sports Economics – 
Lit & Comp II, in the 
Online Assessment 
Guide

• Review the Scenario, 
Sources, and Writing 
Task

• Use headphones for 
the audio/video source

https://url.gadoe.org/tst5x 

https://url.gadoe.org/tst5x
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/d0d5b8f7-63d6-4a7f-8e5f-68df45b837d1/1/GM_Online_Study_and_Assessment_Guides_Infographic.pdf
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ICT Set: Sports Economics – Lit & Comp II
Scenario and 
Writing Task (Question 54)

Click the 
Question drop-
down and scroll 
down to (P14)
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Georgia’s Scoring Philosophy

Considered “on-demand writing in response to text,” 
students write their responses in a somewhat limited amount 
of time, without the benefit of revision and rewrites. For this 
reason, the scoring process considers that the students’ 
responses are viewed as:
timed, first drafts, and are NOT expected to be 
final, polished papers. 

The scoring process rewards students for what they do 
well according to the scoring criterion inherent in each trait.
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Focus On: Reasons
What are the characteristics of 
reasons that effectively support 

the claim? 



19 Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Preparing ALL Students for Life

Criteria Reflection Worksheet
Reasons

What are the 
characteristics of 

reasons that 
effectively support 

the claim?
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Criteria Reflection 
Reasons

Reasons 
effectively 
support…

• Relevant to the claim
• Makes logical connections 
• Clearly supports the claim
• Free of vagueness

What are the characteristics of 
reasons that effectively support 
the claim?
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Criterion Scoring Handout

Paragraph related 
to provided 

reason

Claim 
provided in 

the student’s 
introduction

Reason

Score 
separately
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Pause the 
video and 
review the 
student 

responses. 
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Discussion of Scores & Rationales
Reasons
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Reasons
Student Sample 1

3

2
1

Score: 1
The response:
• presents vague reasons aligned with a weak 

idea
• minimally supports a weak idea

In-Person PL Participant Scores Consensus Score and Rationale
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Reasons
Student Sample 2

3

2

1

Score: 2
The response:
• provides two connected reasons that 

support the claim

In-Person PL Participant Scores Consensus Score and Rationale
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Reasons
Student Sample 3

3

2

1

Score: 2
The response:
• presents strong reasons to support the 

claim, although there is some disconnect 
between the claim and the reasons

In-Person PL Participant Scores Consensus Score and Rationale
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Reasons
Student Sample 4

3

2

1

Score: 2
The response:
• provides two reasons that connect to the 

claim

In-Person PL Participant Scores Consensus Score and Rationale
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Reasons
Student Sample 5

3

2
Score: 3

The response:
• presents solid reasons, although formulaic, 

that align with a solid claim

In-Person PL Participant Scores Consensus Score and Rationale
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Focus On: Evidence and 
Elaboration

What does it mean to integrate 
evidence? 

What makes evidence well-
chosen? 

What does effective elaboration 
look like? 
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Criteria Reflection Worksheet
Evidence & Elaboration

What does it mean to 
integrate evidence?

What makes evidence 
well-chosen? 

 What does effective 
elaboration look like?
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Criteria Reflection 
Evidence

Integrate well-
chosen 

evidence…

• Uses well-chosen evidence from sources
• Includes quotes and paraphrases
• Incorporates some sort of sentence starter, phrase or 

transition from reason to evidence
• Directly supports the claim

What does it mean to integrate 
evidence? What makes evidence 
well-chosen?
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Criteria Reflection 
Elaboration

Integrate well-
chosen 

evidence…

• Incorporates text evidence into writing that connects back to 
the claim and adds interpretation of texts to support the claim 

• Displays mastery of interpretation/requires source 
comprehension

• Uses writer’s original thoughts/words
• Makes real-world connections
• Shows the relationship between evidence and reasons
• Is not a summary of the sources

What does effective elaboration look like?
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Criterion Scoring Handout

Paragraph related 
to provided 

reason

Claim 
provided in 

the student’s 
introduction

Reason

Score 
separately
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Pause the 
video and read 

the student 
responses. 
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Discussion of Scores & Rationales
Evidence and Elaboration
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Evidence & Elaboration
Student Sample 1

3

2

1 Evidence Score: 2
The response:
• provides relevant evidence that aligns with a 

valid reason and a vague claim that stadiums 
cost too much to build 

Elaboration Score: 1
The response:
• elaborates on reasons and evidence minimally, 

oftentimes inconsistently, and contradictorily 
presented 

• does not support student comprehension of 
source materials or how they used the 
materials to support the evidence selected

In-Person PL Participant Scores Consensus Scores and Rationales

Evidence Elaboration

3

2

1
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Evidence & Elaboration
Student Sample 2

3

2

1 Evidence Score: 2
The response:
• provides logical evidence to support the 

weak claim and reason provided
Elaboration Score: 1

The response:
• elaborates using a poorly chosen direct 

quote that does little to back up the 
evidence chosen

In-Person PL Participant Scores Consensus Scores and Rationales

Evidence Elaboration

2

1
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Evidence & Elaboration
Student Sample 3

3

2

1

Evidence Score: 1
The response:
• provides poorly selected evidence that 

doesn’t directly support the reason or claim 
presented

Elaboration Score: 2
The response:
• elaborates on reasons and evidence using 

ideas from source material; elaboration 
aligns with the presented evidence 

In-Person PL Participant Scores Consensus Scores and Rationales

Evidence Elaboration

3

2

1
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Evidence & Elaboration
Student Sample 4

3

2

1
Evidence Score: 2

The response:
• uses relevant evidence for all provided 

reasons and connects the evidence to the 
elaboration

Elaboration Score: 3
The response:
• evidence of critical thinking is present in 

elaboration, which reveals the 
comprehension of the information within 
the sources/evidence

In-Person PL Participant Scores Consensus Scores and Rationales

Evidence Elaboration

3

2

1
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Evidence & Elaboration
Student Sample 5

3

2

1
Evidence Score: 3

The response:
• presents relevant and well-chosen 

evidence effectively
Elaboration Score: 3

The response:
• elaborates on presented evidence 

effectively by supporting the evidence with 
ideas and information grounded in the 
source material; shows comprehension of 
the source material 

In-Person PL Participant Scores Consensus Scores and Rationales

Evidence Elaboration

3

2

1
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Focus On: Crediting Sources
How can students properly credit 

sources in their writing? 
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Criteria Reflection 
Crediting Sources

Properly credit 
the sources…

• Gives credit to the source(s) / author(s) when paraphrasing or 
quoting directly from the source material

• In Source 1, 
• The article stated
• (Source 2)

How can students properly credit 
sources in their writing?
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Criterion Scoring Handout
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Pause the 
video and read 

the student 
responses. 
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Criterion Consensus Scores
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Criterion Consensus Scores

https://url.gadoe.org/
7vd9x

https://url.gadoe.org/7vd9x
https://url.gadoe.org/7vd9x
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Grade 8: Independent Study
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Independent Study

• Using the Criteria Reflection Worksheet, reflect on the 
criteria for Grade 8 as it relates to:

• Trait 2 – Evidence & Elaboration
• Access the ICT Set: Polar Experience, Grade 8, in 

Experience Online Testing Georgia
• Review the Scenario, Sources, and Writing Task
• Using the Criterion Scoring Worksheet, score student 

responses for Trait 2 – Evidence & Elaboration
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Grade 8 ICT Set

• Access the ICT Set: 
Polar Experience, 
Grade 8 in the Online 
Assessment Guide

• Review the Scenario, 
Sources, and Writing 
Task

• Use headphones for 
the audio/video source

https://url.gadoe.org/tst5x 

https://url.gadoe.org/tst5x
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/d0d5b8f7-63d6-4a7f-8e5f-68df45b837d1/1/GM_Online_Study_and_Assessment_Guides_Infographic.pdf
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ICT Set: Polar Experience - Grade 8
Scenario and 
Writing Task (Question 62)

Click the 
Question drop-
down and scroll 
down to (P14)
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Preparing for Training

Materials to Print before 
proceeding: 
Grade 8 Criteria Reflection 

Worksheets 
Grade 8 Criterion Scoring 

Worksheets
Grade 8 Sample ICT 

Texts/Transcripts
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Professional Learning Resources

https://url.gadoe.org/
7vd9x

https://url.gadoe.org/7vd9x
https://url.gadoe.org/7vd9x
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What’s Next? 
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Looking Ahead

• Training will follow the same 
process used by DRC to train 
scorers.

• Anchor set
• Training set
• Qualifying set

• This training will be available 
later in the fall as a Georgia 
Learns course. 

https://url.gadoe.org
/mx6d8 

https://url.gadoe.org/mx6d8
https://url.gadoe.org/mx6d8
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Wrap Up
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Training Evaluation

https://forms.office.com/r/
FWRJ2hV51Q 

https://forms.office.com/r/FWRJ2hV51Q
https://forms.office.com/r/FWRJ2hV51Q
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