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General Questions

How often do I have to apply for school choice? OCS updated the school choice process last year
to simplify it by requiring families to apply only twice: once for the Elementary School (K-5) decision,
and once again when the child enters 6th grade to choose their Secondary Pathway (6-12). This single
secondary application covers both middle school (6-8) and the corresponding high school (9-12),
replacing the previous system that required separate applications for K-5, 6-8, and 9-12.

Secondary Pathways (6th grade through 12th grade)

North Oconee High School Oconee County High School

MBMS to NOHS OCMS to OCHS
DCMS to NOHS

Do I have to complete a school choice for every child in the family? Yes, an application is
mandatory for every student who intends to participate in the school choice program.

How will I be notified of approval or denial? Parents/Guardians will be notified of approval or
denial by the Office of Student Services via mail during the week of January 16, 2026.

Elementary
If I submitted a school choice form for my elementary school student in previous years

and I want my child to remain at the same elementary school, do I need to submit a new
application? No, a single school choice application is sufficient for the entirety of K-5. You will only
need to choose a secondary pathway application after the completion of 5th grade.

If my child’s application was approved for Oconee Primary, does that approval apply to
Oconee Elementary as well? Yes, the application is valid all the way through fifth grade. Since
Oconee Primary (K-2) and Oconee Elementary (3-5) are both part of the K-5 continuum, your initial
approval covers both schools.



If I have a kindergarten student enrolling in the 2026-27 school year and I want my child
to attend a school outside of my attendance zone, do I need to fill out a School Choice
Application? Yes. Rising kindergarten students must apply for school choice during the specified
application window to be considered for the 2026-27 school year.

Secondary

If I submitted a school choice application, and my child is still in middle school, do I need
to submit a new application for my student to remain at that middle school? No. Your
existing application is sufficient for your child to remain at that middle school. Furthermore, if you wish
for your child to continue within that feeder school’s established secondary pathway (6-12), no
additional school choice application is required.

If I submitted a school choice application for my child to attend a NOHS feeder middle
school (MBMS or DCMS) and I want my child to continue on the red side pathway to
NOHS do I need to submit another application for 9th through 12th grade? No, you do not
need to reapply for high school. This application point—the feeder middle school—is the sole decision
point for the secondary pathway (6-12) starting with the 2025-26 school year. Once you submit your
middle school application, it automatically covers the high school it feeds into.

If I submitted a school choice application for my child to attend an OCHS feeder middle
school (OCMS), and I want my child to continue on the blue side pathway to OCHS, do I
need to submit another application for 9th through 12th grade? No. Starting last year, the
feeder middle school application is your sole decision point for the secondary pathway (6-12). Once you
submit your application for middle school, there is no need to resubmit an application for the high
school it feeds into.

Can my student still transition from high school to high school through school choice?
Yes. If your child is a student-athlete, you must ensure you fully understand the Georgia High School

Association's (GHSA) Constitution and By-Laws regarding school transfers (1.60), as the school choice
transfer may affect their athletic eligibility.

Can my student still transition from middle school to middle school through school
choice? Yes. By moving your child to a new middle school, you are automatically selecting the entire
secondary pathway (grades 6-12) that is fed by that school.
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