
 

High School Language Arts Work Group 
Instructional Materials Adoption  

Session One  
November 3rd, 2025 
 

     
Facilitators: Julie Lorenzo, Instructional Materials Manager & Lidia Camp, Coordinator, Literacy 6-12  
 
Minutes: Laura Ochoa, Specialist II 
 
Attendees: Dr. Lisa Freund, George Coombs, Shana Secory, Marina Meehan, Allison Hache, Stacy Smith, 
Kimberly Longergan, Christy Kutz 
 
Attendee via WebEx: Jennifer Lazar 
 
Absent: Elizabeth Alvarez 
 
Opening Comments: Lidia Camp welcomed everyone and asked them to introduce themselves and 
share a brief background about their teaching experience. She thanked them for their work, went over 
the agenda and the importance of open discussion. Julie Lorenzo reminded all attendees that this 
meeting is open to the public and is conducted under Sunshine Law. Lidia Camp also went over the 
meeting norms:  
 

• Be open-minded to multiple perspectives 

• Use evidence to support your reasoning 

• Keep students and teachers at the center of the process 

• Monitor airtime; be a good listener  
 
The goal for this meeting is to reach a consensus on the top two or three titles. 
 
Lidia Camp went over the process and the importance of selecting materials that are of high-quality, 
accurate, free from bias and have a balanced approach to controversial issues. She informed all 
members of the school board policies regarding the instructional material adoption process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Discussion: 
 
McGraw Hill 

• Highlighting and annotations do not save within the platform, students must screenshot to save 
highlights within the app 

• Does not provide many speaking or writing opportunities compared to reading and listening 
opportunities 

• Themes were odd and simplistic 

• In 11th & 12 grade selection of texts seem to be selected to fit the “theme”, not based on 
quality, especially 11th grade 

• Love that the FL standards are listed for each unit/activity, great for newer and unexperienced 
teachers  

• Great for 12th grade, classic literature included 

• The “classics” are great but students nowadays do not want to read those; they are not 
interested in the text. Not current text to draw interest 

• Not many classic texts for 9th and 10th grade included within the textbook, low interest level 

• Using texts from the B.E.S.T. book list may contribute to the dryness of the texts, but students 
should read from this book list as much as possible 

• Keeping the same publisher allows the teacher to learn and master the material and make the 
texts fun, allows more creativity and teacher collaboration 

• Can the publisher update the reading quizzes, making them a bit more engaging, less boring? 

• Accessing supplemental resources is not as user-friendly, teachers that are not willing to learn 
the program may not utilize all the features 

• Audio is great! Readers have different voices, paced-well 

• Workgroup would like to see more background knowledge on the texts, would like more 
approved texts/materials. Where can teachers pull background knowledge materials?  

• 11th grade themes are not cohesive, very random and all over the place 

• 11 languages offered as a translation companion: more than the other publishers 

• Lack of cultural diversity in the 11th and 12th grade texts – possibly due to focus on American Lit 

• Best looking online platform, very user friendly, easy to navigate 
 
Final Total Average Score: 60.48 
 
Break - 9:10am 
 
Savvas Learning 

• The text complexity within the program was all over the place for 9th and 10th grade 

• The unit plan was useful; it showed the Lexile levels for each text 

• Whole group learning, independent learning, small group learning activities are identified easily 



 

• Publisher provided reviewer guide, found it useful that it showed graphs, charts, etc. It was 
easier to follow 

• Biggest issue was the standards; there is more distance from the standards than StudySync. 

• Online platform seems to be lacking. The textbook could be used as a “workbook”? 

• Not as easily accessible for the student, reviewers had to open a different link to access the text 

• Complex text choices for grade levels, mainly 9th grade 

• Materials provide a good bridge between the process of understanding the text and making the 
application to the B.E.S.T. standards 

• Did not like the writing part for each unit, “Savvy Writer”, seems tedious. Does not always align 
with B.E.S.T writing prompts. Would a supplementary writing program be needed if this 
publisher is chosen? 

• Not enough writing, more multiple choice. Writing is where students show that they understand 
the text 

• Writing topics are consistent across the board for each grade level. All students are learning 
argumentative writing, persuasive, etc... at the same time 

• Online companion is not user friendly. Can’t find resources easily 

• Amazing grammar, amazing vocabulary but doesn’t meet the standards 

• Reviewers felt that there weren’t as many text for teachers to choose from 

• Quality of texts in Savvas was better than StudySync, especially Eng 3 and Eng 4 

• Love that there is more poetry in English 4, aligns better with standards (the big picture) 

• Reviewers would really like to see a list of our standards and which texts hit that standard and 
how 

 
Final Total Average Score: 66.46 
 
ThinkCERCA  

• Textbooks are basically blank graphic organizers 

• Materials are limited, mainly online. This program defeats the “staying away from all online” 

materials focus of CCPS 

• Teacher resources are complicated and not user-friendly 

• Standards are completely off. Benchmarks identified as B.E.S.T. were actually LAFS and Common 

Core and do not identify with our standards 

• There are modern and interesting texts, but not as many literature’ pieces 

• Texts are geared to towards high school students, more interesting pieces 

• No feedback for students within the program. Limited reviewing options for the teacher 

• There seems to be no accountability for students to have to read, basically a self-directed 

course. (Similar to Edgenuity) 

• Navigating the materials would be difficult for new teachers 

• Excellent program for writing course, great for English 4 



 

• Works as a supplemental teaching resource not a core text material to teach from 

• Reviewers did not like that the texts were not in the student edition textbook, texts only 
accessible online 

• Student edition is a “graphic organizer”, not a “real textbook”   
 

Final Total Average Score: 50.73 
 
Julie Lorenzo reviewed and compared scores of all titles with workgroup.  
 
The group selected the top two publishers for presentations:  

• McGraw Hill LLC  

• Savvas 
 
The group put together a set of questions and guidelines for the publisher presentations. 
 
Julie explained the process of the next steps:  

• They reminded everyone that we must follow the Sunshine Law and Guidelines 

• Review the other grade level content material and prepare a list of questions for publisher 
presentations 

• We will request the publishers of the materials being considered for additional review, to send 
materials to each high school for additional review and consideration 

• District high school teachers will have the opportunity to give their input on the materials being 
considered through a survey that Lidia will send out 
 

Lidia and Julie thanked the group for their time and commitment in selecting the best possible 
instructional materials for our teachers and students.  
 

• Next meeting is December 4th, 2025, for publisher presentations 

• Meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 
 


