Collier County
/ Public Schools

Middle School Language Arts Work Group
Instructional Materials Adoption
Session One
October 28, 2025

Facilitator: Julie Lorenzo, Instructional Materials Manager & Lidia Camp, Coordinator, Literacy 6-12
Minutes: Leann Campbell, Instructional Materials Specialist

Attendees: Theresa Sweigart, Jennifer Brown, Jean Mason, Yanet Rodriguez, Stephanie Cashion, Nicole
Paller, Holly Kennedy, Christy Kutz

Absent: Maureen Nassau
Withdrew: Candida Harris

Opening Comments: Lidia Camp welcomed everyone and asked them to introduce themselves. She
thanked them for their work, went over the agenda and the importance of open discussion. Julie
Lorenzo reminded all attendees that this meeting is open to the public and is conducted under Sunshine
Law. Lidia Camp also went over the meeting norms:

e Be open-minded to multiple perspectives

e Use evidence to support your reasoning

o Keep students and teachers at the center of the process
e Monitor airtime; be a good listener

The goal for this meeting is to reach a consensus on the top two or three titles.

Lidia Camp went over the process and the importance of selecting materials that are of high-quality,
accurate, free from bias and have a balanced approach to controversial issues.

Discussion:

McGraw Hill:
e  Usability functionality is user friendly also for newer teachers’ searchable nature of library and
how its set up is helpful
e Afew things were added that are helpful — test preparation within the units
e We wish there were more writing added (lacking)
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More test prep added within the units

StudySync had the most titles from the B.E.S.T. book list

Lot of great text available in StudySync including short stories

Lessons matched the benchmarks

Disappointment — updates did not change question stems built into lesson or quizzes that
students use regularly

Did not change anything from the text that the students will use

Surprised there weren’t any more updates

Would like to see more than a checklist for skills of writing

Not different from textbook now — minor changes, probably added a few things

Same product with addition of test prep question built into platform

There are short stories, some are complete stories, some are novels

Grading requires multiple clicks

Very tedious to go from one link to another — sometimes very hard to use

Tried to sync grade but wouldn’t work as far as Canvas linking

B.E.S.T. Sample Book list titles found throughout the Units, and several are also in the library.
Texts found in the library have accompanying lesson plans

Final Total Average Scores: 71.00

Break 9:10am

Savvas Learning

Disappointment - Savvas seems to have abandoned text for more excerpts

Like the layout — teacher guide is easier to follow

Like the assessments for pre and post reading

Organized with teaching routines

“Pretty program” — user friendly, but lack of substance

| felt that the questions and tests did not meet the complexity of the B.E.S.T. benchmark
“Ladder up to the roof but the wrong roof”

At the end of the text, students were assessed on the benchmark, but the assignments and tasks
did not lead up to the rigor needed

“Went from extremely low comprehension skills to text analysis that was high but nothing in the
middle”

Embedded assisted tool bridge text was helpful but comprehension questions were very low
Supports for interventions but not much for advanced students

None of the texts were authentically thorough through the unit — most texts are excerpts
Question stems are not based on B.E.S.T. benchmarks

Some flexibility as far as customization for lesson planning

Comprehensive checks lack rigor
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Balanced texts (fiction/nonfiction) but the question alignment was not great

Writing assessments were not using the B.E.S.T. rubric — scoring was questionable

Comprehension assessments not matching skills being taught

It was easy to follow for both students and teachers, but rigor is missing

e Resources are sometimes difficult to find and use

e Grammar practice/instruction seems to be lacking

e language support for ELL students available in each unit

e Is Savvy Writer included?

e Loved accessibility of the text but the audio reading sounded robotic, was a bit disappointing —
it’s like monotone

e All adaptive tools were computer based

e Need to know more about the Teacher View support

e Had more visuals for teachers to use for instruction

e Gradual release model of lessons is evident but the support for teachers was lacking

e Benchmark analysis desired to see data in real time —would like to see a class view

e End of lesson questions are benchmark related however, the work does not scaffold to it

e Demo account seemed to only have snippets of texts, not entire texts

o Texts seem to be below what students should be reading at each grade level

The assessments have multiple texts that were not taught in the unit

Tests are not in the consumable textbook

ELL support strategies are evident, but couldn’t find support for Newcomers

B.E.S.T. Sample Book list titles only found in Appendix B with no accompanying lesson plans

Final Total Average Scores: 70.39

ThinkCerca

e Teacher resources are dense, more like a college textbook

e Online platform had direct instruction for teachers on how to use the resources but seems to be
lacking support

e Platform was not very easy to use — overwhelming

e Student workbooks contain only resources and graphic organizers, no texts at all

e Textbooks are like graphic organizers

e Teacher resources online are complicated and not easily navigated

e Student textbooks aren’t engaging with the text or aligned with B.E.S.T. benchmarks

e Resources and texts don’t align with B.E.S.T. standards

e Mistake in listed benchmark in Grade 6 Scope & Sequence — included LAFS & CCSS

e Students would need to be on the computer for most, if not all, the instruction/interaction with
texts
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Final Total Average Scores: 56.06
Julie Lorenzo reviewed and compared scores of all titles with workgroup.

The group selected the top two publishers for presentations:
e McGraw Hill LLC
e Savvas

The group put together a set of questions and guidelines for the publisher presentations.

Julie explained the process of the next steps:
e They reminded everyone that we must follow the Sunshine Law and Guidelines
e We will request the publishers of the materials being considered for additional reviews send
materials to each middle school for additional review and consideration
e District middle school teachers will have the opportunity to give their input on the materials
being considered through a survey that Lidia will send out

Lidia and Julie thanked the group for their time and commitment in selecting the best possible materials
for our teachers and students.

e Next meeting is December 4™, 2025, for publisher presentations
e Meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
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