
SOPHOMORE PARENT NIGHT
CLASS OF 2028

November 6, 2025



WELCOME

PRINCIPAL

Mr. Brent Martinson

ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL

Mrs. Kristen Peterson

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS

A-Ham   Mr. Robert Blumenthal

Han-Pac Mr. Adam Tenbarge

Pad-Z   Mrs. Tiffany Hawkins



COUNSELING 
ASSIGNMENTS

SCHOOL COUNSELORS

A-Co    Mrs. Tuzdae Bartow

Cp-Ham    Mrs. Gretchen Arthur
   *Counseling Dept Co-Chair

Gan-Leo    Mrs. Amy Snyder

Lep-Pac    Mrs. Julie Roytan (temporary)      

Pad-Sl       Ms. Johanna Hess
   *Counseling Dept Co-Chair

Sm-Z Mrs. Julie Roytan

Counseling Office Manager
Ms. Krysta Klinedinst

College and Career Assistant
Mrs. Lori Staack



GRADUATION PATHWAYS



REQUIREMENT 1: DIPLOMA TYPES



REQUIREMENT 2: EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS

● Can be turned in at ANY point in high 
school
○ Turning it in earlier is preferred, 

so your student doesn’t forget 
and stays on track to graduate 
on time 

● Only ONE form needed
○ Do not have to do both Work 

Based and Service Based
○ Do not need to turn in a form 

for EVERY activity done in high 
school

● Available online and in the 
Counseling Office

● Turned in to Counseling Office when 
completed

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1701771088/dunelandk12inus/wd0v4qhultdswbpfhcw5/GraduationPathwayEmployabilitySkillsVerificationFormMay22.pdf


REQUIREMENT 3: POST SECONDARY READINESS



OPTING INTO THE NEW INDIANA DIPLOMAS

● New Indiana diploma starts 
with class of 2029

● Sophomores may have 
ability to opt into new 
Indiana Diplomas

● Counselors will work with 
students to determine if 
they are eligible



SCHEDULING FOR JUNIOR YEAR

● December 2025-January 2026: Scheduling process 
begins for current sophomores
○ Students in all grades will have one-on-one 

appointments with school counselors
○ Counselors will contact students directly about 

their appointment time

● Scheduling materials were distributed in Advisory 
and are available online.
○ Scheduling Information
 

https://chs.duneland.k12.in.us/programs-services/school-counseling-office/scheduling-information-25-26


SCHEDULING

● Remember these are requests and do not represent an actual schedule. 

○ Course requests aren’t first come, first served.  No grade level or part of the 

alphabet gains advantage to doing requests earlier than someone else

● March 1st scheduling requests closes 

○ Students may still request changes through their school counselor through 

May 28th

● May 28th onward – schedule changes will only be made based on the policy 

outlined in course description book.



SCHEDULING 

CORE CLASSES

● Will be recommended by current core teachers
● Students should consider not only ability level, but also post-secondary plans when 

considering core course levels
● Requested changes to levels from what was recommended should be made prior to the 

start of the school year
○ Once the school year begins, level changes will only be considered at the end of a 

grading period after following the process outlined on the course level change form

ALTERNATE CLASSES

● 3 alternate (back up) classes MUST be added in Skyward
● Students are able to prioritize them in order of preference
● Any class listed as an alternate has a very real chance of being in the student’s actual 

schedule, so thoughtful choices about those options should be made!



SCHEDULING - ELECTIVES

Tools to assist in elective selection:

● Read course descriptions in Course Description Guide

● Talk with teachers who currently teach the course

● Consult with other students who have taken the class

● Utilize Naviance to take personality/career assessments to 

identify areas of strength and interest

REMINDER: No elective changes can be made after the last day of 
school this year, so students should be thoughtful with their 
choices. 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1701770684/dunelandk12inus/szmogftxe2umazotqng7/CDG24-25FINAL.pdf


NAVIANCE

Online program for your student to research College and Career options: student.naviance.com/chestertonshs

Log in using: Clever (username and password are the same used for student’s active directory)

https://student.naviance.com/chestertonshs


NAVIANCE

● Career Assessments
○ Strengths Explorer
○ Career Interest Profiler
○ Career  Cluster Finder, etc

● College search
○ Supermatch

● Career search

● Build a resume, complete surveys, letters of recommendation, brag sheets, 
transcripts, etc. during senior year

These tools can be helpful in helping plan for the future, 
but also helping to determine what high school coursework 

might be necessary to reach future goals!



SCHEDULING

Junior year presents lots of 
options!!

● Advanced Placement

● Dual Credit

● International Baccalaureate 

● Career and Tech Education (CTE) classes



 IB CLASSES

IB info session in the LGI following this presentation!

Mrs. Cassie Wallace
IB Coordinator

cwallace@duneland.k12.in.us

mailto:cwallace@duneland.k12.in.us


PORTER COUNTY CAREER AND TECHNICAL 
EDUCATION CENTER

Info session on CTE programs available through PCCTE in the cafeteria 
following this presentation!

Mrs. Kate Sorensen
 PCCTC Counselor

ksorensen@valpo.k12.in.us

Mrs. Kelli Ellis
PCCTC Counselor

kellis@valpo.k12.in.us

Mrs. Audra Peterson
Director of PCCTE

apeterson@pces.k12.in.us

mailto:ksorenson@valpo.k12.in.us
mailto:kellis@valpo.k12.in.us
mailto:apeterson@valpo.k12.in.us


DUAL CREDIT

What is Dual Credit?
● Dual Credit is an opportunity for students to earn both high school and college 

credit while enrolled in high school by credentialed high school faculty. 
● 66 Courses currently and 50 credentialed staff- Dual Credit Partnerships with Ivy 

Tech Community College*, Purdue Northwest, Ball State University, University of 
Southern Indiana, Vincennes University, and Indiana University. 

Why take Dual Credit Courses?
● Many courses are FREE.
● Saves families a lot of money!
● College credits transfer to any state funded college/university

and some private and out of state institutions.

What are the requirements of Dual Credit Credit?
● Scan the QR code for ALL the details.

Scan for more 
Dual Credit 
Information





DUAL CREDIT- 
Indiana College Core

**You can start college as a 
Sophomore!**

● The Indiana College Core (ICC) is a 
Technical Certificate students can earn 
while in high school that consists of a 
block of 30 credit hours.

● Students who earn the ICC as part of the 
Enrollment Honors Plus Seal will be 
automatically accepted for general 
admission to all seven of Indiana’s public 
colleges and universities.  

● Benefits of earning the ICC:
○ Get ahead in coursework
○ Explore more opportunities
○ Saves families money

ICC Student Checklist 25-26

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oW3h9t6-IUS7WSUjl-dD6j_laNk4PKYW/view?usp=sharing


Informational Links

IB Presentation  

Porter County Career and Technical Education Video

Porter County Career and Technical Education

Dual Credit

Comparing AP/IB/DC

School Counseling Office

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1sAT83tWhbWSGnUknxNTwYl8dYaRAHV5iHt_do2SHOs4/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uBkFDes303-gd90JO6_I0AUN3Vuf7i4X/view
https://pccte.org/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1uw6jS7v0O7Eq9CKEHFEWAKRmZw5zvjEOY2GBD-rFe7c/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19zbu__gbGSepbIxzedFeSmdIHr08nfphn8YF3Ct6IM8/edit?usp=sharing
https://chs.duneland.k12.in.us/programs-services/school-counseling-office/scheduling-information-25-26


Counselor Contact Information

A-Co   Mrs. Tuzdae Bartow tbartow@duneland.k12.in.us

Cp-Ham  Mrs. Gretchen Arthur garthur@duneland.k12.in.us
  *Counseling Dept Co-Chair

 
Han-Leo Mrs. Amy Snyder asnyder@duneland.k12.in.us

Lep-Pac Mrs. Julie Roytan                jroytan@duneland.k12.in.us

Pad-Sml Ms. Johanna Hess jhess@duneland.k12.in.us
  *Counseling Dept Co-Chair

Sm-Z   Mrs. Julie Roytan jroytan@duneland.k12.in.us

mailto:tbartow@duneland.k12.in.us
mailto:garthur@duneland.k12.in.us
mailto:asnyder@duneland.k12.in.us
mailto:jhess@duneland.k12.in.us
mailto:jroytan@duneland.k12.in.us

