
 

 
  

 

Scheduling Basics ​ 1 

Incoming 9th Grade Students ​ 1 

Transfer Students ​ 1 

Continuing Students ​ 1 

Course Appeal Process​ 1 

Schedule Changes ​ 2 

Course Levels ​ 4 

College Preparatory ​ 4 

Honors ​ 4 

College in High School​ 4 

Advanced Placement​ 4 

Graduation Requirements ​ 6 

OC/CC Collaboration ​ 7 

English ​ 8 

Freshman Year ​ 8 

Sophomore Year ​ 8  

Junior Year ​ 9 

Senior Year ​ 10 

Electives - English ​ 12 

Health and Physical Education​ 14  

Health​ 14 

Physical Education​ 14 

Mathematics/Computer Science ​ 15  

Algebra I ​ 15  

Geometry ​ 16 

Algebra II ​ 17  

Trigonometry/Precalculus ​ 18  

Calculus ​ 19 

Electives - Mathematics ​ 20 

Religion ​ 23 

Freshman Year ​ 23 

Sophomore Year ​ 23 

Junior Year ​ 24  

Senior Year ​ 24 

Science ​ 25 

Biology ​ 25 

Chemistry ​ 26  

1 

 



Physics ​ 27  

Electives – Science ​ 28  

Social Studies ​ 30 

Freshman Year ​ 30 

Sophomore Year ​ 31 

Junior Year ​ 32 

Senior Year ​ 33 

Electives – Social Studies ​ 35 

Visual and Performing Arts​ 38 

Art ​ 38 

Performing Arts/Music​ 41 

World Languages ​ 43 

French ​ 43 

Italian ​ 45 

Spanish ​ 47 

 

 

 

 

2 

 



Scheduling Basics 
 

Incoming 9th Grade Students 

 

Initial 9
th

 grade courses are determined by the results of the High School Placement Test (HSPT) 

that is taken as part of the application process. In addition to their placement test score, grade 

school transcripts plus teacher/principal recommendations included in the application process 

will be considered course level placement. 

Incoming 9
th

 graders will receive their course placements in the spring and course schedule in the 

summer prior to the start of 9
th

 grade. This Course Catalogue serves as further clarification on 

recommended courses, and as an overview of the scope and sequence of the curriculum at Oakland 

Catholic High School. 

  

Transfer Students 

Transfer students will be placed in courses in accordance with their high school transcripts, 

records, recommendations. A meeting will be scheduled with the school counselor to develop an 

appropriate schedule and to discuss the student’s preferences and academic goals.  

 

Current Students 

Currently enrolled students will select courses for the next academic year during the 3rd quarter 

marking period. Course selection will begin once the online scheduling  portal is open. Students 

will have two weeks to review Teacher Recommendations  and make course requests for the 

upcoming school year. Within that time period, we strongly encourage students to consult with 

their teachers, parents, school counselor, college advisor, and administrators to make appropriate 

decisions in alignment with their academic abilities and goals.  

 

All initial course request selections must be completed by the designated submission date, at 

which time the online scheduling portal will be closed to students.   Students will have until May 

15 to make any changes to their course selections in regards to approved placement changes or 

electives. Add/Drop period will open in August once schedules are live in PowerSchool. Please see 

below for the Add/Drop Process. 

 

Course Appeal Process 

 

Great care is taken to ensure that students are placed in the most appropriate and challenging 

educational setting for intellectual development. The appeal process exists for students to request 

a course for which they were not recommended by the teacher but want to provide evidence of 

their readiness. During Course Selection, students can request an Appeal Form from the school 

counseling office. The form must be completed by the student and signed by both student and 

parent and returned to the school counselor by the submission deadline. The current teacher will 

then review and complete their portion of the form.  
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The Academic Council will review the student appeal and consider the criteria for the course, the 

student’s scholastic ability, achievement and performance data, evidence of maturity, motivation, 

interest and previous teachers’ recommendations. A decision will be determined and shared with 

the family. The counselor will process the appropriate course request on a space-available basis.  

 

Schedule Changes and Add/Drop Period:  

 

The following circumstances necessitate a course change and will be corrected by contacting the 

school counselor via email or completing the schedule change request form.  

 

1.​ The student is misplaced. 

2.​ School/Computer error. 

3.​ Extenuating circumstances (i.e. medical or family) 

 

During the first seven (7) days of the school year, or semester for semester courses, students will 

be permitted to submit the Schedule Change Form to add and/or drop a course. Requests are 

considered when space allows and the course change does not impact other scheduled courses. 

Students cannot request a specific teacher, choose order of classes, or change a lunch period. 

 

Schedule changes will not be made in order to accommodate a student’s employment, 

extracurricular schedule, arrival or departure from school, or preference for a teacher or time of 

class without extenuating circumstances and consultation with school administration.  

 

Course Change Procedure: 

1.  Students, Parents and/or guardians must submit a schedule change request form 

available on the website and clearly state the reason for the requested schedule change. 

2. School Counseling will review your request for course availability, graduation 

requirements and minimum/maximum credits for a balanced schedule. 

a.​ Students must have a minimum of 6 credits (JOA 7.0 credits) 

      b.    Maximum of 2 study halls 

      c.​ Required grade level curriculum 

3.  The School Counselor will process the change and/or email you with options or 

explanation. 

  

Course Placement Changes: 

Course placement changes can be initiated by the teacher, student, parent, or school counselor 

within the first (9) full weeks of the year for full credit courses and within the first (5) full weeks of 

the semester for half-credit courses.Process may begin with a conversation with the current 

teacher or the school counselor. The Principal and/or Assistant principal will approve the course 

placement change. If the course change occurs at the close of the first quarter (full year class) then 

.25 credit will be posted with the first quarter grade. Quality points will be attributed accordingly. 
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Course Withdraw (W) 

 

Students who may be experiencing difficulty or have extenuating circumstances after the add/drop 

period, may request to withdraw from a full year or semester course with approval from their 

teacher, school counselor, principal and parent. A meeting may be scheduled to consider all 

circumstances to make the best decision for present and future educational needs. 

 

A W will be posted on the student’s transcript. No credit will be assigned to the student’s transcript 

for a W. If the student chooses to retake the course the following school year or during summer 

school, both grades shall be posted on the official transcript. 

 

If a W occurs in the senior year, the student  must update their applications by either a mid-year 

report, Common Application, and/or SRAR depending where they are in the admissions process. 

The college advisor will assist the student in this process. 
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Course Levels 
 

College Preparatory 

College Preparatory (CP) courses are a part of a comprehensive curriculum that is offered as an 

option in all content areas to students in grades 9-12. The college preparatory courses are 

designed to prepare a student for college upon graduation by challenging them to balance the 

demanding schedule between classwork, homework, assessments and extra curricular activities. 

Students will learn to use multiple online platforms to manage homework, research, and 

communicate effectively.  

 

Honors 

In addition to the expectations of College Preparatory, Honors courses offer rigorous, fast-paced 

study for students interested in academic challenge and curiosity. Students need strong 

organization, time management, and communication skills for class discussions. Honors level 

students have expectations of study beyond the class period and students will earn weighted 

quality points to their GPA. 

 

College in High School 

The College in High School (CHS) Program enables our teachers to work with local universities in 

a partnership to offer college level courses. CHS courses provide high school students the 

opportunity to earn college credits and receive a grade on a university transcript for courses 

successfully completed here. In many cases, students may transfer these credits to other 

universities. These courses are on the same weighted credit scale as Advanced Placement courses. 

Students wishing to receive college credit must assume the costs of tuition and fees at a reduced 

rate for the assigned college credit. We currently offer CHS courses through a partnership with 

the University of Pittsburgh. We are also in the process of collaborating with Carlow, La Roche, 

Duquesne to provide elective courses in a variety of academic disciplines. Please refer to the 

course descriptions organized by academic subjects for a more detailed explanation. 

 

Advanced Placement 

The Advanced Placement (AP) program is sponsored by the College Board and allows students to 

take college-level courses during high school. Oakland Catholic offers 19 AP courses across all 

academic disciplines. AP courses are recognized by colleges and universities as the one of the 

most rigorous level high schools can offer in subject areas. Therefore, most competitive colleges 

and universities will consider success in AP courses in admission criteria as well as awarding 

credit with a determined AP Exam score. For information on colleges who award AP credit please 

refer to the college/university’s website or www.collegeboard.com.  

The AP exam is a comprehensive examination given during the first full two weeks in May. They 

are national testing dates set by the College Board. Students will have the opportunity to register 

for the exam in the fall semester and are responsible for the fee for each exam they are registered. 

Students that are enrolled and registered for the AP exam will receive the highest qualitative gpa 

weight of 6.0.  
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The AP curriculum is approved by the College Board and recommended prerequisites consider 

previous academic performance and readiness for college level coursework. The College Board 

recommends students based upon the student’s PSAT scores. Students may see their AP Potential 

by logging into their College Board account.  

​  
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Graduation Requirements 
A student must earn a minimum of 26 credits of passing course work in order to receive an 

Oakland Catholic High School diploma. Each student must carry a minimum of six (6) courses 

per semester. JOA Scholars have additional course requirements each year and should consult 

with the Director of the JOA Society of Scholars and School Counseling to confirm that they are 

complying with all criteria of the program. 

 

Course Credit Course Credit 

English 4 Physical Education .5 

Fine Arts * 1 Religion 4 

World Language 2 Science 3 

Health .5 Social Studies 4 

Mathematics 3 Electives 4 

Total 26 

 

*The Fine Arts requirement must include one (1) Music Class and one (1) Art Class. 

 

NOTE: All students must have a scheduled lunch period each day. 

 

 

9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

Religion Religion Religion Religion 

English English English English 

Health           Fine Arts Elective Science 

Social Studies Social Studies Social Studies Social Studies 

Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics 

Biology Chemistry Physics Elective 

Language Language Language Elective 

Fine Arts Elective Elective  

    
 

*Please note the following: The above table is simply a typical example of course loads 

across all four years. Changes and substitutions to the above are always possible based on the 

individual student’s academic trajectory and interests. Not all electives are 1-credit; many 

electives are .5 credit semester courses. No student should have more than two study halls on 

any given day and every student must have a scheduled lunch period per day. 
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OC/CC Collaboration 
In an ongoing effort to collaborate in various ways, Oakland Catholic High School and Central 

Catholic High School make certain courses available to students from both schools in a limited 

capacity. Only juniors and seniors are eligible to register for these select courses, with the 

exception of Band, which is open to students in all grade levels. As electives, these courses cannot 

serve as substitutions for the core curriculum of either school. Descriptions of the classes can be 

found in this catalog under the appropriate academic department. Below is a list of shared course 

offerings for the 2025-2026 academic year: 

 

Courses taught at Oakland Catholic High School but available to Central  

Catholic High School Juniors/Seniors: 

 
 

AP Music Theory  

AP/CHS French 

 

 

 

Courses taught at Central Catholic High School but available to Oakland 

Catholic High School students: 

 
 

AP Art History Seniors only 

CAD (Computer Aided Design) Juniors/Seniors only 

Engineering I Juniors/Seniors only 

Marching/Concert Band All grade levels 

  

 

 

For those not in the Marching Band, CP credit will be awarded. 
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English 
 

The English Department at Oakland Catholic High School is committed to providing an 

academically rigorous education rooted in the Catholic tradition of respecting the dignity of all 

human beings. Through the power of diverse stories to cultivate empathy, we strive to prepare our 

students for success in our community and as competent, confident, ethical, global leaders. 

 

Four (4) credits (over eight (8) semesters) in English must be completed for graduation. 

 

Each core course will have a required summer reading assignment to prepare for the following 

year. 

 

Freshman Year 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP English 9: Survey of Literature 203 Both 1 

 

Students will study the different genres of literature: the novel, short story, poetry, drama, and 

non-fiction. Composition assignments will consist of reader-response assignments and thesis 

writing. Grammar study is included in reading and writing activities, which involves reviewing 

correct usage and working on paragraph development. Organizational, study, speaking, and 

listening skills are reinforced in the classroom.  

 
 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors English 9: Survey of Literature 

 

202 Both 1 

Students will read and study fiction, poetry, drama, and non-fiction as literary types in this course. 

Daily or weekly reading assignments can be expected as regular homework, to allow for critical 

class discussion. Students will complete a variety of writing activities including formal and 

informal in-class writing, out-of-class and in-class narrative and thesis papers. Students will also 

study research and will engage in speech activities, which will include simple individual and group 

work presentations. 

     

 

Sophomore Year 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP World Literature 223 Both 1 

 

Students will read and study novels, plays, and poems by world authors. Writing thesis papers on 

a literary theme, as well as completing a research paper and presentation will be required.  The 

research paper must be successfully completed to receive credit for this course.  

 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of English 9.  
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors World Literature 222 Both 1 

 

Students will read and study novels, plays, and poems by world authors. Writing thesis papers on 

a literary theme and completing a research paper will be required. The research paper must 

be successfully completed to receive credit for this course.  

 

Prerequisite: A 85% average in Honors English 9, or a 93% average in CP English 9, and teacher 

recommendation. 

 

 

Junior Year 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP American Literature 211 Both 1 

 

Students will read, study, and discuss novels, plays, poems, and other selected short stories by 

American authors, focusing on the impact of culture and larger literary movements on individual 

texts. Writing thesis papers on literary themes and completing a research paper will be required. 

The research paper must be successfully completed to receive credit for this course. 

  

Prerequisite: Successful completion of CP World Literature. 

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors American Literature 210 Both 1 

 

Students will read, analyze, and discuss novels, poems, plays, and short stories by American 

authors. Students will engage with pieces of literary criticism and familiarize themselves with 

scholarly research. Students must demonstrate the ability to think critically and interpret 

literature through close textual analysis. Writing thesis papers about literary themes will be 

emphasized, and completing a research paper will be required. The research paper must be 

successfully completed to receive credit for this course. 

 

Prerequisite: A 85% average in Honors World Literature, or 93% average in CP World 

Literature, and teacher recommendation. 
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

AP English Language and Composition 229 Both 1 

As stated by the College Board, “The AP English Language and Composition course aligns to an 

introductory college-level rhetoric and writing curriculum. The AP English Language and 

Composition course focuses on the development and revision of evidence-based analytic and 

argumentative writing, the rhetorical analysis of nonfiction texts, and the decisions writers make 

as they compose and revise. Students evaluate, synthesize, and cite research to support their 

arguments. Additionally, they read and analyze rhetorical elements and their effects in nonfiction 

texts—including images as forms of text— from a range of disciplines and historical periods.” 

Writing will culminate in an argumentative research paper that demonstrates students’ own 

analysis skills, supported by expert evidence. The research paper must be successfully 

completed to receive credit for this course.  

Prerequisite: A 93% average in Honors World Literature and teacher recommendation. 

 

Senior Year 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Senior English Capstone 231 Both 1 

The objective of the course is to prepare students for college-level research, writing, and literary 

appreciation.  The first 9-12 weeks will reinforce research skills in a workshop format as students 

select and utilize quality sources, draft an organized outline, and approach revision as a process.  

The research paper must be successfully completed to receive credit for this course - 

it is also a graduation requirement.  During the middle 2 quarters of the course, students 

will read, study, and discuss one contemporary classic and one Shakespeare play.  The final 9 

weeks will provide students the opportunity to explore a niche English topic of interest determined 

by the students and teacher, and will culminate in an independent multimedia project and final 

presentation to the class.   

 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of CP World Literature and CP American Literature.  

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors Senior English Capstone 232 Both 1 

The objective of the course is to prepare students for college-level research, writing, and literary 

analysis.  The first 9 weeks will reinforce research skills in a workshop format as students select 

and utilize quality sources, draft an outline that develops a line of reasoning, and approach 

revision as a process.  The research paper must be successfully completed to receive 

credit for this course - it is also a graduation requirement. During the middle 2 quarters 

of the course, students will read, analyze, and discuss one contemporary classic and one 

Shakespeare play.  The final 9 weeks of this course will provide students  the opportunity to 

explore a niche English topic of interest determined by the students and teacher, and will 

culminate in an independent multimedia project and final presentation to the class.   

 

Prerequisite: An 85% in Honors American Literature, or 93% average in CP American 

Literature, and teacher recommendation.  
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

AP English Literature and Composition 230 Both 1 

 

As stated by the College Board, “The AP English Literature and Composition course aligns to an 

introductory college-level literature and writing curriculum. The AP English Literature and 

Composition course focuses on reading, analyzing, and writing about imaginative literature 

(fiction, poetry, drama) from various periods. As they read, students consider a work’s structure, 

style, and themes, as well as its use of figurative language, imagery, and symbolism. Writing 

assignments include expository, analytical, and argumentative essays that require students to 

analyze and interpret literary works.” Writing will culminate in a literary research paper that 

demonstrates students’ own analysis skills, supported by expert criticism. The research paper 

must be successfully completed to receive credit for this course—it is also a 

graduation requirement.  

 

Prerequisite: An 85% average in AP English Language and Composition, or a 93% average in 

Honors American Literature, and teacher recommendation. 
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Electives – English 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Media Arts 235 Both 1.0 

Media Arts: Yearbook & Graphic Design is a hands-on, project-based course that immerses 

students in the creative and technical processes of designing and producing the Oakland 

Catholic Yearbook. This course explores photojournalism, graphic design, journalism 

principles, layout, and publication design while emphasizing collaboration, creativity, 

and real-world application. 

Students will develop skills in digital photography, photo editing, typography, and 

composition using Adobe Creative Suite (Photoshop, InDesign, and Illustrator) to craft 

compelling visual narratives. They will also learn the foundations of journalistic writing, 

captioning, interviewing, and storytelling to enhance yearbook content. As an integral part 

of the Oakland Catholic Yearbook team, students will gain hands-on experience in media 

production, teamwork, and deadline management, developing valuable skills for careers 

in journalism, design, marketing, and publishing.   

Note: This course is only available to sophomores, juniors and seniors.  

Prerequisite: Prior experience in photography, journalism or graphic design is helpful but not 

required. 

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CHS Argumentation 242 One .5 

 

This semester-long course is offered at a college in the high school level through the University of 

Pittsburgh. All students enrolled in this course must register with the College in High School 

program at the University of Pittsburgh. Each student is expected to acquire the skill to analyze 

policy and value questions, to construct argumentative cases, and to argue these cases against her 

classmates. This class incorporates an appropriate amount of rigor to ensure a quality, 

college-level experience. Students will discuss modern issues, which might be appropriate for 

argument, select topics, develop cases, and engage in a minimum of four oral presentations. These 

presentations include but are not limited to: SPAR debates, Lincoln-Douglas style debates, and 

Toulmin incorporation and debate style. 

 

Note: This course is only available to seniors.  Students taking this course must enroll with the 

University of Pittsburgh for credit and pay CHS registration fee.  Some material and text fees may 

also apply. 

Prerequisite: An 85% average in Honors American Literature or AP English Language and 

Composition, or 93% in CP American Literature, and teacher recommendation.  
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Creative Writing 247 One .5 
 

In this semester-long course, students have a chance to explore creative writing. Focus will be on 

expanding and nurturing creativity through a variety of daily and long-term projects in the areas 

of poetry, fiction, and literary non-fiction. Students will read a variety of writers and discuss how 

we can learn craft from the experts. Students will end the course with a portfolio of at least four 

heavily revised pieces that displays their growth throughout the course. 

 

Note: This course is only available to sophomores, juniors, and seniors.  

 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of current English course. 

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors Creative Writing 238 One .5 

 

In this semester-long course, students have a chance to explore creative writing. Focus will be on 

expanding and nurturing creativity through a variety of daily and long-term projects in the areas 

of poetry, fiction, and literary non-fiction. Students will read a variety of writers and discuss how 

we can learn craft from the experts. Students will end the course with a portfolio of at least six 

heavily revised pieces that displays their growth throughout the course. 

 

Note: This course is only available to sophomores, juniors, and seniors.  

 

Prerequisite:  An average of at least 85% in current Honors English course, or 93% in current CP 

English course, and teacher recommendation.    
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Health and Physical Education 
 

The health curriculum is designed to offer current and essential information that will enable 

students to make positive life-style choices. Course of study includes topics such as wellness, 

nutrition, stress management, healthy relationships, the dangers of drugs, alcohol, tobacco, 

vaping. Students will practice first aid responses, CPR certification, AED, and other life saving 

skills.   

 

Health 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Health 903 Both .5 

Health units focus on the development of positive health habits while making well-informed, 

health-related decisions, and having the ability to recognize and handle health emergencies 

through certification in CPR and AED use. Students will take Health one semester sophomore 

year.  Health is required for 9th grade students. 

 

Physical Education 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Physical Education 908 Both .5 

 

Oakland Catholic allows students to earn physical education credit through participation in an 

organized OC athletic team or an athletic team or wellness program outside of school. Eligible 

activities include team sports, individual competitive programs, and other structured programs 

that promote physical activity and overall wellness. Students must complete a minimum of 50 

documented hours to earn 0.5 credit toward graduation. This self-directed program encourages 

lifelong fitness habits, personal responsibility, and commitment to an active lifestyle. 
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Mathematics/Computer Science 

 

The Mathematics Department develops the skills needed to discover and apply higher-level 

problem-solving processes both inside and outside the classroom.  The established sequence of 

Mathematics at Oakland Catholic High School is: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, Trigonometry, 

Pre-Calculus, Calculus, with electives and unique progressions dependent on the individual 

student's needs and strengths. A rigorous foundation in Mathematics and integration of 

mathematical skills across the curriculum are necessary components of preparing students for 

higher education, STEM fields, financial planning, and 21st Century technical workplaces. The 

curriculum outlined below ensures that students can think mathematically, communicate by 

drawing on mathematical ideas, solve complex problems, and use data to look for patterns and 

develop explanations, hypotheses, and solutions.  
  
As outlined in the course requirements, three (3) credits or six (6) semesters in Mathematics must 

be completed for graduation. Three (3) levels of Mathematics are offered and students are placed 

based on prerequisites and level of achievement. Although only three years of math is required for 

graduation in the State of Pennsylvania, Oakland Catholic High School is a college- prep school; 

OC students are encouraged to take full advantage of the broad array of opportunities for math 

courses offered. Requirements for changing placement are included in the course descriptions 

listed below. During sophomore, junior and senior years, students may take Advanced Placement 

courses if all prerequisites are met. Each summer, students will have assignments to complete in 

an effort to prepare for the next year. All students are required to have a TI-84 Graphing 

Calculator. 
  
The computer science courses offered encourage students to continue to develop their problem- 

solving skills. Emphasis is placed on developing algorithms, learning common data structures and 

algorithms used in programming as well as understanding the basic hardware and software 

components of computer systems. 
  

 

Algebra I 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 
CP Algebra I 601 Both 1 

  
Algebra I lays the foundation for mathematical learning throughout high school and beyond. It 

introduces students to algebraic expressions, equations, inequalities, and functions, along with 

their multiple representations. Students will learn to generalize their understanding of 

mathematical concepts learned in previous math courses to more abstract, algebraic problems. 

Throughout the course, abstract concepts will be applied through real-world problems. Students 

will also be introduced to their TI-84 graphing calculator and the features that are relevant to the 

course. 
  
Primary topics of study include solving linear equations and inequalities, solving systems of linear 

equations, writing and graphing linear equations, representing functions in multiple formats, 

simplifying expressions involving exponents and radicals, and simplifying polynomial expressions. 

Probability and data analysis are also covered. 
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 
Honors Algebra I 600 Both 1 

  
Algebra I lays the foundation for mathematical learning throughout high school and beyond. It 

introduces students to algebraic expressions, equations, inequalities, and functions, along with 

their multiple representations. Students will learn to generalize their understanding of 

mathematical concepts learned in previous math courses to more abstract, algebraic problems. 

Throughout the course, abstract concepts will be applied through real-world problems. Students 

will also be introduced to their TI-84 graphing calculator and the features that are relevant to the 

course. At the honors level, the course moves at an accelerated pace and certain topics are 

explored with more depth and rigor. It is targeted to highly motivated students who have 

previously had some algebra. Primary topics of study include multiple representations of linear 

and nonlinear functions, mathematical concepts for working with rational numbers, simplifying 

various expressions, analyzing and solving linear equations and inequalities, solving systems of 

equations, polynomials, data analysis, probability, and statistics. 

 
  

Geometry 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 
CP Geometry 611 Both 1 

  
Geometry is the study of shapes and their properties. Students will begin by analyzing the 

fundamental concepts of geometry: points, lines and planes. Then, the course will define 

properties of other figures such as angles, polygons, and circles. Logic forms the foundation of this 

course with an emphasis on precision, explanation, and inductive and deductive reasoning. 

Students will study perimeter and area of 2-dimensional shapes along with surface area and 

volume of 3-dimensional solids. The idea of proof, as it relates to logical thinking, will be 

examined. 
  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra I. 
 
  
Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 
Honors Geometry 610 Both 1 

Geometry is the study of shapes and their properties. Students will begin by analyzing the 

fundamental concepts of geometry: points, lines and planes. Then, the course will define 

properties of other figures such as angles, polygons, and circles. Logic forms the foundation of this 

course with an emphasis on precision, explanation, and inductive and deductive reasoning. 

Students will study perimeter and area of 2-dimensional shapes along with surface area and 

volume of 3-dimensional solids. The idea of proof, as it relates to logical thinking, will be 

examined. At the honors level, the course moves more quickly and examines additional rigorous 

topics in more depth. 
  
Prerequisite: An 88% or higher in Algebra I Honors, or a 93% or higher in CP Algebra I, and 

teacher recommendation. 
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Algebra II 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 
CP Algebra II 621 Both 1 

Algebra II continues to build on concepts learned in Algebra I. It is an exploration and analysis of 

linear, quadratic, polynomial, rational, logarithmic and exponential functions. Students will also 

explore concepts of complex numbers, data analysis, and probability. Throughout the course, 

abstract concepts will be applied through real-world problems. Students will continue their study 

of TI-84 graphing calculator skills by graphing and analyzing the various functions taught 

throughout the course. 
  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Geometry. 
  
  
Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 
Honors Algebra II 620 Both 1 

  
Algebra II continues to build on concepts learned in Algebra I. It is an exploration and analysis of 

linear, quadratic, polynomial, rational, logarithmic and exponential functions. Students will also 

explore concepts of complex numbers, data analysis, and probability. Throughout the course, 

abstract concepts will be applied through real-world problems. Students will continue their study 

of TI-84 graphing calculator skills by graphing and analyzing the various functions taught 

throughout the course. At the honors level, students dive deeper into both real-world and abstract 

applications of the material, and the workload is more rigorous. 
  
Prerequisite: An 88% or higher in Geometry Honors or a 93% or higher in Geometry CP, NWEA 

MAP Growth 6+ RIT score of 242 or above, and teacher recommendation. 
  

  
Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 
Honors Accelerated Algebra II/Trigonometry 619/652 Both 1.5 

Honors Algebra II/Trigonometry is a combination of a full-year of Accelerated Honors Algebra II 

and one semester of Honors Trigonometry. This pairing of courses is uniquely designed for eligible 

sophomores interested in pursuing post-secondary study in engineering, physics, mathematics, 

computer science, business or other related fields.  

This course is similar to the Honors Algebra II, but includes additional material, dives even deeper 

into complicated topics, and moves at a more rigorous pace. Additional topics include Exponential 

and Logarithmic Functions, Conic Sections. 

The one-semester Trigonometry course covers the same topics covered in the full-year Precalculus 

course. 

Prerequisite: A 96% or above in Honors Geometry, NWEA MAP Growth 6+ RIT score of 249 or 

above, and teacher recommendation. 
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Trigonometry/Precalculus 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 
CP Trigonometry/Precalculus 641 Both 1 

  
Trigonometry/Precalculus is a year-long course where the first semester is spent studying topics in 

Trigonometry such as the unit circle, basic characteristics and the graphs of the 6 trigonometric 

functions, trigonometric identities, the law of sines, and the law of cosines.  Trigonometry is widely 

used in architecture, engineering, and many sciences. The second semester of the course is spent 

delving deeper into Algebra II topics, in order to prepare the students for Calculus. The topics 

covered in the Precalculus portion of the course are linear, quadratic, and exponential functions. 

Throughout the course, students learn how to use the trigonometric commands on the graphing 

calculator. 
  
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Algebra II. 

  

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 
Honors Trigonometry/Precalculus 640 Both 1 

  
Honors Trigonometry/Precalculus is a year-long course where the first semester is spent studying 

topics in Trigonometry such as the unit circle, basic characteristics and the graphs of the 6 

trigonometric functions, trigonometric identities, the law of sines, and the law of cosines. 

Trigonometry skills allow students to work out complex angles and dimensions, and it is widely 

used in architecture, engineering, and many sciences. The second semester of the course is spent 

delving deeper into Algebra II topics, in order to prepare the student for Calculus.  The topics 

covered in the Precalculus portion of the course are linear, quadratic and exponential functions.  

Throughout the course, students learn how to use the trigonometric commands on the graphing 

calculator. At the honors level, students study real-world applications of the content and move at a 

more rigorous pace. 
  
Prerequisite: An 88% or higher in Honors Algebra II or Honors Algebra II/Trig, a 93% or higher 

in CP Algebra II, and teacher recommendation. 
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Calculus 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 
CHS Prep for Scientific Calculus 650 Both 1 

 
This course provides the theoretical foundation of calculus. The course combines concepts of 

algebra, geometry, and trigonometry that are needed to prepare students for the study of scientific 

calculus. Topics include functions, polynomial functions, rational functions, logarithmic and 

exponential functions, graphs, asymptotes, inverse, conic sections, translation and rotation of 

axes, trigonometric functions, trigonometric identities and equations, complex numbers and 

vectors. 

 

Prerequisites: High school algebra and current facility with algebraic manipulations are 

essential. A score of 61 or higher on the ALEKS placement examination. 

 

Prerequisites: An 85% or higher in Honors Trigonometry/Precalculus or Honors Algebra II and 

Trigonometry (both components), a score of 61 or higher on the ALEKS placement examination, 

and teacher recommendation. 

  
Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 
AP Calculus AB 648 Both 1 

  
Advanced Placement Calculus AB is a full year college-level course. This course is designed for 

advanced students planning to major in a STEM related field.  Students will study limits, 

derivatives, and integrals and their applications. The course’s foundation is based upon the AP 

Calculus AB curriculum located on the College Board website. Student assessment is primarily 

based on test and quiz scores, with a focus on the rigorous language and application of AP style 

questions.  
  
Prerequisite: A 93% or higher in Honors Algebra II and Trigonometry (both components), a 93% 

in Honors Trigonometry/Precalculus, and teacher recommendation. 
  
Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 
AP Calculus BC 644 Both 1 

  
Advanced Placement Calculus BC is a full year college-level course and is a continuation of the 

topics covered in AP Calculus AB. This course is designed for advanced students looking to major 

in a STEM related field. The course’s foundation is based on the AP Calculus BC curriculum 

located on the College Board website. AP Calculus BC specific content includes further advanced 

integration techniques, parametric equations, polar coordinates, and infinite series and sequences. 

Assessment is primarily based on test and quiz scores.  
  
Prerequisite: An 88% or higher in AP Calculus AB and teacher recommendation. 
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Electives –Mathematics 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 
Honors Engineering I 680 Both .5 

  
Using Math to Engineer a Modern Society: Modern societies are possible in part due to a complex 

and reliable infrastructure that is able to support large numbers of people living and working near 

each other. Engineers are the inventors, developers, and maintainers of that infrastructure, and 

math is one of the foundations which engineering rests. This course is a project-based introduction 

to engineering and the engineering design process. Course units include engineering design with 

Auto-Desk CAD software, strength of materials and structures, bridge design and DC circuits. A 

formal presentation is required at the completion of a major group project. Assessment 

emphasizes teamwork and successful completion of projects. Some projects will be done in 

coordination with external competitions. Some project work will require meeting outside of the 

classroom to complete. The successful completion of this course is a requirement for other 

higher-level pre-engineering courses that are offered. 
  
Note: This elective is taken at Central Catholic High School and only available to OC juniors and 

seniors.  Enrollment is limited.  Students must walk to Central Catholic to take this course. 
  
Prerequisite: An 80% or higher in previous math classes. 
  

  
Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 
AP Statistics 655 Both 1 

  
The AP Statistics course is equivalent to a one-semester, introductory, non-calculus-based college 

course in statistics. The course introduces students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, 

analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. There are four themes in the AP Statistics course: 

exploring data, sampling and experimentation, anticipating patterns, and statistical inference. 

Students use technology, investigations, problem solving, and writing as they build conceptual 

understanding.   
  
Prerequisite: An 88% or higher in Honors Algebra II or a 93% or higher in CP Algebra II and 

teacher recommendation. 
  

  
Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 
CP Personal Finance 670 One .5 

  
This course provides a foundational understanding of personal finance management. Students will 

explore career options, create job application materials, and understand workplace rights and 

responsibilities. They will learn to calculate gross and net pay, complete tax forms, and reconcile 

bank statements. Budgeting, housing, auto financing, loans, savings, investments, and credit 

management will be covered. The course integrates various digital tools, including word 

processing, spreadsheets, and multimedia software.​  

Note: This course is only available to juniors and seniors. 
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 
CP Introduction to Programming 684 One .5 

 

This course introduces students to the fundamentals of computer programming using the Python 

programming language. Students will learn to design, code, and test their programs while applying 

mathematical concepts. Topics include basic Python and console interaction, conditionals, 

looping, and more. By the end of this course, students will be able to write basic programs using 

Python 3. 
 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra I and an interest in technology. 

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 
AP Computer Science A 676 Both 1 

  
The AP Computer Science course will cover the topics in a typical introductory college computer 

science class with a concentration in problem-solving and algorithm development. This course is a 

fast-paced advanced level course that focuses on the study of the fundamental principles 

associated with object-oriented programming using the Java language. Topics include classes, 

objects, data types, variables, Boolean expressions, methods, looping, and input and output. 

Advanced topics include searching, sorting and recursion. The objective of this course is to prepare 

students for the A version of the Advanced Placement (AP) Computer Science Examination.  
  
Prerequisite: At least one programming course (or some outside introduction to programming 

through a robotics team or Girls Who Code) and a strong interest in Computer Science. 

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 
CP Computer Aided Design (CAD) 

and 3D Modeling 
681 One .5 

   
The engineering design process follows the steps of planning, design, prototyping, testing, and 

redesign. The use of software programs and 3-D printing to assist in the design, prototype, test, 

redesign processes shorten the development cycle and provides professional tools to be accessible 

at the high school level. This course provides students with the fundamentals of computer-aided 

design (CAD) and 3D modeling that are used in different engineering fields. This course uses 

AutoDesk Design Academy. It is a comprehensive pre-engineering, pre-architecture, and 

cross-discipline program developed specifically for secondary schools. The Design Academy’s 

curriculum meets national standards and provides classroom materials that ensure students 

master the fundamentals of the design process while learning to use the same AutoDesk software 

that professionals use. An opportunity for certification is available for interested students. 

Assessments will include design projects, exams, presentations, and a final project. Certification in 

AutoDesk Inventor is required of students taking the course for Honors credit.  

 

Note: There is a fee for this certification and enrollment is limited. This elective is only available to 

juniors and seniors as part of the OC/CC Collaboration. Students must walk to Central Catholic to 

take this course. 
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 
CHS Introduction to Financial 

Accounting 

 

671 Both 1 

This course is designed to introduce the student to accounting terms and principles and familiarize 

the student with the preparation and use of financial statements and other financial information. 

The focus of this course is on accounting data generated for external users of financial 

information. The accounting environment is examined along with the basic concepts that govern 

the recording and reporting of economic events in the accounting records. Study of debits and 

credits, accrual accounting, and the accounting cycle establishes the framework for an 

understanding of the transformation of accounting data into financial statement format.  Though 

not required, students have the opportunity, for a fee, to earn college credits while still in high 

school.   
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Religion 
The Religion Department of Oakland Catholic High School seeks to inspire in the hearts of our 

students a love for the person of Jesus Christ, by leading them into a deeper understanding of the 

Catholic faith and encouraging them to put that faith into action through service and spirituality.   

“Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope, but 

do it with gentleness and reverence.” (1 Peter 3:15-16) 

Through learning about Jesus Christ, students are invited to know His love for them and find hope 

and purpose for their lives. We apply reason to understanding the truths of our faith so that our 

students are always ready to explain their hope. 

 

Freshman Year 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Introduction to Catholicism 116 Both 1 

Introduction to Catholicism is a year-long course through which students will learn about the 

basics of Catholicism through the study of Revelation. Students will leave this course with an 

understanding of Scripture and the core beliefs of Catholicism: The One Trinitarian God, the 

Incarnation, and Salvation through Jesus Christ. Throughout the course, students will be called to 

respond to God’s invitation to an intimate and personal communion with Him. 

 

Sophomore Year 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Living in Communion with Jesus  

Christ 

117 Both 1 

Living in Communion with Jesus Christ is a year-long course that teaches students about the 

Church and the Sacraments based on the Catechism. The first semester will focus on the sacred 

nature of the Church.  The purpose of this course is to help students understand that in and 

through the Church they encounter the person of Jesus Christ. They will be introduced to the fact 

that the Church was founded by Christ through the Apostles and is sustained by him through the 

Holy Spirit. Throughout the course, Mary’s importance in the life of the Church will also be 

emphasized. Students will leave this course with an awareness of their call to active participation 

in the Church and Her mission.  During the second semester, students will learn about the 

sacraments. The purpose of this course is to help students understand that each sacrament of the 

Church is an active channel of God’s grace, which the Church has been entrusted with. The 

students will learn how each sacrament is demonstrated in sacred scripture and how they are 

celebrated in Catholicism. Each sacrament provides unique graces, which the students will 

recognize when studying the sacraments of initiation, healing, and service of communion. 

 

23 

 



Junior Year 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Morality 122 Both 1 

The purpose of this course is to help students understand that it is only through Christ that they 

can fully live out God’s plans for their lives. Students are to learn the moral concepts and precepts 

that govern the lives of Christ’s disciples, such as the Ten Commandments and the Beatitudes. 

This course will guide students in how to live life along the narrow path so as to enter into the 

Eternal Kingdom of God. Students will also engage in a detailed study of several relevant moral 

topics including marriage and the sanctity of human life. 

 

 

Senior Year 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Catholic Social Teaching 123 Both 1 

 

This course introduces students to the principles of Catholic Social Teaching. Students will learn 

how the affirmation of human dignity and the protection of human rights is grounded in Jesus’ 

proclamation of the Kingdom of God.  From these principles, students will learn how Christ’s 

concern for others, especially the poor and vulnerable, continues to be present in the Church’s 

mission today.  

 

Additionally, students will learn the manner in which the Church relates to the other major 

religions of the world. Building on the foundational truth that Jesus Christ established the Church 

and entrusted to her the fullness of God’s Revelation, this course will help students to recognize 

the ways in which non-Christian religions often reflect rays of the one Truth.  

 

Finally, this course offers an in-depth look at the Universal Call to Holiness. Students will explore 

the unique graces and beauties associated with each state of life, and they will leave this course 

with a better understanding of discernment, a deeper spiritual life, and a clearer understanding of 

how to foster their relationship with Jesus Christ. 
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Science 
With the burgeoning number of STEM-related opportunities for women, Oakland Catholic is 

committed to bringing our students to new frontiers in science. In accordance with Pennsylvania 

code, students are required to take three years of science for graduation. As students in a 

college-preparatory environment, they are encouraged to take advantage of the numerous elective 

courses offered by the Science Department. The core classes required of all students for graduation 

are Biology, Chemistry, and Physics. Each class has specific prerequisites, which are set to ensure 

that students are challenged to their highest abilities. By offering a wide range of science electives, 

we hope to expose students to the diversity of science possibilities. In collaboration with the 

University of Pittsburgh, we are pleased to offer CE level classes in both Physics and Chemistry. 

Students can earn four (4) college credits for each CE class and gain valuable exposure to an 

authentic college course. 

 

Biology 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Biology I 511 Both 1 

College Preparatory Biology is the foundation for future study of biological systems. This course 

covers science process, biochemistry, enzymes, cell theory, DNA, and genetics. Laboratory work 

will be a major part of this course.  Evaluation will consist of tests, quizzes, lab reports, projects 

and homework. 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors Biology I 510 Both 1 

Honors Biology builds the foundation for further advanced level science courses. Laboratory work 

will be stressed in the areas of science process, biochemistry, enzyme kinetics, photosynthesis, 

respiration, DNA, molecular genetics, ecology, and evolution. Students will be challenged to 

develop critical thinking skills and to critically analyze scientific information.  

Note: A TI 84+ graphing calculator is required for this lab science. 

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

AP Biology 513 Both 1 

Given the speed with which scientific discoveries and research continuously expand scientific 

knowledge, many students are faced with the challenge of balancing breadth of content coverage 

with depth of understanding. The AP Biology course embraces this challenge by deemphasizing a 

traditional “content coverage” model of instruction in favor of one that focuses on enduring, 

conceptual understandings and the content that supports them. This approach enables students to 

spend less time on factual recall and more time on inquiry-based learning of essential concepts, 

helping them develop the reasoning skills necessary to engage in the science practices used 

throughout their study of AP Biology. To foster this deeper level of learning, the breadth of content 

coverage in AP Biology is defined in a way that distinguishes content essential to support the 

enduring understandings from the many examples or applications that can overburden the course. 
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The content is covered over the span of 8 units and includes topics such as cell structure and 

function, gene expression and function and ecology. The course teaches the content through a 

combination of lectures, projects, labs, and assessments, as well as a summer assignment and 

other independent learning throughout the year. 

Note: This course is only available to juniors and seniors. 

Prerequisite: A 93% average in honors level sciences courses and teacher recommendation. 

 

Chemistry 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Chemistry I 521 Both 1 

This is a college preparatory course designed to give students a working knowledge of the vital 

facts and skills of chemistry. The course covers the topics of atomic theory, chemical bonding, 

chemical reactions, stoichiometry, and gas laws. 

 
 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors Chemistry I 520 Both 1 

Honors Chemistry I is designed to strengthen the skills of students preparing for a career in 

science but may include students who are college bound for other fields and interested in 

advanced work in chemistry. In addition to the topics covered in Chemistry I, advanced-level 

mathematical skills are required to study concepts such as significant figures, dimensional 

analysis, stoichiometry, and gas laws. 

Prerequisite: A 90% average in Honors Biology I or a 95% average in CP Biology I. 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CHS Chemistry 528 Both 1 
 

Students will earn college credit from the University of Pittsburgh and will have five (5) labs, four 

(4) exams at the University of Pittsburgh campus. This course covers an in-depth study of the 

structure of matter, bonding, stoichiometry, the kinetic theory of gasses, thermochemistry, and 

solutions. Students will be required to complete a summer assignment by the required turn in date 

over the summer. 

Note: Students taking this course must enroll with the University of Pittsburgh for credit and pay 

College in High School registration fees.  Some material and text fees may also apply. 

Prerequisite: A 95% average in Honors Chemistry I and recommendation of Honors 

Chemistry I teacher. 

 

 

26 

 



Physics 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Physics I 531 Both 1 

This college preparatory course will cover the main topics of Newtonian (Classical) Mechanics.  

Topics include the scientific method, measurement, graphing, 1-dimensional motion, free-fall, 

vectors, projectile motion, and Newton’s laws of motion, work, energy, and momentum. Math is an 

important tool used in physics, but this class will only require a basic understanding of algebra and 

the order of operations. 

 

 

  

This honors course will cover the main components of Newtonian (Classical) Mechanics in more 

depth and rigor than the college prep class. Topics include the scientific method, measurement, 

graphing, 1-dimensional motion, free-fall, vectors, projectile motion, and Newton’s laws of motion, 

work, energy, and momentum. Additional topics include circular motion, simple harmonic 

motion, and simple machines. Math is an important tool used in physics, and this class will require 

algebra as well as trigonometry. 

Prerequisite:  A 90% average in Honors Chemistry I and enrollment in Honors Algebra II or a 

higher math class for junior year. 

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CHS Physics 533 Both 1 

Students will earn four college credits from the University of Pittsburgh at the completion of this 

course. This is the first semester physics class taught at Pitt, Phys0174.  This is a rigorous course 

that will require extensive work each week outside of the classroom.  The topics will expand and 

add upon material in Physics I honors.  Topics include kinematics, projectile motion, Newton’s 

Laws of motion, rotational motion, uniform circular motion, work, energy, universal gravitation, 

waves, thermodynamics, and simple harmonic motion.  

Note: This course is only available to juniors and seniors. Students taking this course must enroll 

with the University of Pittsburgh for credit and pay College in High School registration fees.  Some 

material and text fees may also apply. 

Prerequisites:  A 93% average in previous honors science classes, in addition to being 

simultaneously enrolled in or having completed Calculus. 
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors Physics I 530 Both 1 



Science Electives 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors Anatomy and Physiology 541 Both 1 

This course provides an honors level overview of the structure and function of major bodily 

systems. In class discussions, assignments and assessments are at a more collegiate level 

compared to the CP version of the course.  It is an excellent course for students who wish to pursue 

a career in medicine or health-related fields. All body systems are covered in detail.  An emphasis 

is placed on understanding the function of body systems as they relate to overall bodily 

homeostasis over memorizing structures.   A mammalian heart and kidney are dissected, and a 

number of virtual computer-based simulations are performed.   

Note:  This course is only available to juniors and seniors.  

Prerequisite: A 90% average in Honors Biology I and a 90% average in Honors Chemistry I, in 

addition to being simultaneously enrolled in or having completed Physics. 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CHS Sustainability Flash Lab 546 Both 1 

GEOL 1330: Sustainability Flash Lab 

This course provides a starting point for understanding sustainability by measuring our individual 

and collective impact through “home labs” designed to target specific areas of consumption. By 

examining energy and resource use in our own lives and homes (including electricity, water and 

sewage, garbage and recycling, energy use, food, consumerism, and transportation), we begin to 

understand the complex web of production, distribution, delivery, and consequences of human 

society today. We also ask broader questions: How do we measure production and consumption? 

How do geographical and socio-economic environments affect these things? How do we go beyond 

traditional measurements to quantify more comprehensive impacts and life-cycles? Discussion 

will be aided by texts, essays, and reflection on the personal experience of working toward 

sustainable life changes.  

Note: Students taking this course must enroll with the University of Pittsburgh for credit and pay 

College in High School registration fees.  Some material and text fees may also apply. 

Additionally, this course is only available to juniors and seniors.  Enrollment is limited with 

preference given to seniors.  

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Biology I and Chemistry I. 
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

AP Environmental Science 543 Both 1 

This AP course gives students the opportunity to cultivate their understanding of the 

interrelationships of the natural world through inquiry-based lab investigations and field work as 

they explore concepts like the four Big Ideas: energy transfer, interactions between earth systems, 

interactions between different species and the environment, and sustainability.   

Note:  This course is only available to juniors and seniors. 

Prerequisite: A 90% average in previous honors level science courses. 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors Engineering Principles Including 

Challenges (EPIC) 

536 One .5 

 

The goal of this course is to expose high school students to beginning engineering design and 

prototyping. This course will provide students with the basic knowledge and analytical skills 

needed to develop a meaningful and practical design based on a relevant problem statement, user 

needs, and user values. This course utilizes teamwork and will be taught primarily through 

activities, projects, and problem-based learning. This will serve as a strong foundation to 

continually hone interpersonal skills, creative abilities, and understanding of the design process. It 

also allows students to develop strategies to enable and direct their own learning, which is the 

ultimate goal of education. Students will learn how to document their work, and communicate 

their solutions to their peers and members of the professional, scientific community. A formal 

presentation is required at the completion of a major group project. 

Note: This course is only available to juniors and seniors.  Enrollment is limited. 

Prerequisite: An 85% average in all math classes. 
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Social Studies 
The Social Studies Department is committed to the goal of providing our students with a solid 

foundation in history and social sciences. The State of Pennsylvania requires three (3) years of 

Social Studies. The Social Studies Department at Oakland Catholic High School requires four (4) 

years. The members of the Social Studies Department feel that it is essential that students have the 

fourth year to pursue academic challenges that will help prepare them for the transition to college. 

The focus of our curriculum in 9th and 10th grades is to present students with a global perspective 

as they study history. Our department is committed to teaching our students history/social 

sciences from multiple cultural perspectives. It is paramount that our students pursue learning by 

thinking critically, speaking intelligently, and writing credibly. These are the goals of every 

member of this department.  

 

Freshman Year 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP World History I 302 Both 1 

 

World History I traces the prehistoric and historical achievements of Western and Eastern 

civilizations from the Stone Age to 1500 C.E. The course explores the impact of geography, the 

evolution of government, the development of culture, and the reality of conflict and change. 

Attention is paid to the accomplishments of leaders and prominent figures, as well as the 

importance of social history. Units of study include: Egypt, Mesopotamia, Greece, Rome, India, 

China, Japan, Europe, and the Middle East during the Middle Ages. 

  

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors World History I 303 Both 1 

 

World History I traces the achievements of Western and Eastern civilizations from the Stone Age 

to 1500 C.E. The course explores the impact of geography, the evolution of government, the 

development of culture, and the reality of conflict and change. Attention is paid to the 

accomplishments of leaders and prominent figures, as well as the importance of social history. 

Units of study include: Egypt, Mesopotamia, Greece, Rome, India, China, Japan, Europe, and the 

Middle East during the Middle Ages. 

 

Note: Students in Honors World History I will be required to work independently, complete 

in-depth reading assignments, and demonstrate argumentation skills in debates and writing 

assignments. 
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Sophomore Year 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP World History II 313 Both 1 

 

Sophomore year will complete the study of World History started in World History I. Beginning 

around 1500 C.E., this course will examine both western and non-western history up to, and 

including the present day. Research, critical analysis, and writing are important components of the 

course.  

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors World History II 312 Both 1 

 

World History II resumes the study of World History that began during freshman year. Beginning 

around 1500 C.E., this course will examine both Western and non-Western history up to and 

including the present day. This course will place heavy emphasis on research, critical thinking, and 

writing, especially essay testing. Summer reading is an important component in establishing the 

foundational concepts for the course. 

 

Prerequisite: The recommendation of your World History I teacher. 

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

AP World History: Modern 325 Both 1 

 

AP World History: Modern is a rigorous, college-level modern world history course offered to 

sophomores. Students cultivate their understanding of world history from c. 1200 CE to the 

present through analyzing historical sources and learning to make connections and craft historical 

arguments as they explore concepts like humans and the environment, cultural developments and 

interactions, governance, economic systems, social interactions, and organization, and technology 

and innovation. 

 

Note: This is a fast-paced college-level course that places a heavy emphasis on writing and 

independent learning. Students will be asked to complete regular in-class essays and follow a 

weekly reading schedule.  

 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Honors World History I with a 93% average and a 93% in 

Honors English 9, the recommendation of the World History I teacher, and freshman English 

teacher.  
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Junior Year 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP United States History 315 Both 1 

 

This course is a chronological study of United States History from colonial times to the present. 

This course will focus on the relationships between the political, economic, social, intellectual and 

diplomatic forces that have shaped America. Students' thinking and writing skills will be 

emphasized by requiring students to summarize and analyze information.  

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors United States History  314 Both 1 

 

This course is a comprehensive and chronological study of United States History. Students will 

examine the relationship between the political, economic, social, intellectual and diplomatic forces 

that have shaped America. Critical thinking skills will be emphasized, requiring students to 

summarize, and also analyze, synthesize and interpret information. Students will also hone their 

research skills.  

 

Prerequisite: The recommendation of your World History II teacher.  

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

AP United States History 309 Both 1 

 

This accelerated course is designed to examine themes in the development of American culture 

from the first settlement to the present day. The student will analyze the inter-relationships 

between political, social, intellectual, economic, and diplomatic forces in shaping America. Using 

both primary and secondary sources, the student will investigate historical questions in order to 

develop arguments and support their validity.  

 

Note: This is a fast-paced college-level course that places a heavy emphasis on writing and 

independent learning.  

 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AP World History with an 88% average, or Honors World 

History II with a 93% average, and the recommendation of the Honors World History II teacher. 
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Senior Year  

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Economics and US Government 331 Both 1 

 

Economics: One of the purposes of this course is to create an understanding of Economics in 

general and to more specifically learn about the American economy in both an academic and 

practical way. Some of the information presented will seem very logical. Other information will 

only make sense if learned within the framework of defined economic concepts. The point is, not 

to take anything for granted. Be attentive to the concepts presented. Think about the questions 

being asked and try to give thoughtful responses during class discussion. It is important to be 

informed. Read a newspaper daily. Identify stories, events, etc. which impact on the American 

economy and/or the global economy. Concepts such as supply and demand, trade deficits, 

currency values, tariffs, and absolute and comparative advantage will be covered in this course.  

 

U.S. Government: The purpose of this class is to develop an awareness of, and a responsibility 

toward, the American system of government. It is important to note that this course will not center 

on civic responsibility and problems of democracy. Rather, we will study issues that relate to the 

origins of government, how those origins may have impacted the formation of the U.S. system of 

government, and how our Constitution has evolved from the intentions of the Founders to the 

modern interpretations of constitutional guarantees.  

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors Introduction to Economics and Political 

Science 

334 Both 1 

 

Economics: The text that will be used is Economics, by John B. Taylor and Akila Weerapana. This 

is a college-level text. This course is designed for the self-motivated student who wishes to acquire 

an in-depth knowledge of how the economy functions from the point of view of the market system. 

Some of the topics that will be covered are: scarcity and choice, the characteristics of a market 

economy, the dynamics of supply and demand, price elasticity, consumerism, labor markets, 

investments, and taxation. Students who take this course must be willing to do extensive reading 

and writing. Critical thinking skills are essential for success in this course. 

 

Political Science: This course is designed for the self-motivated student who wishes to explore the 

topic of politics beyond the usual scope of a high school course. Understanding Politics, Ideas, 

Institutions and Issues by Thomas Magstadt, is a college text that will be used in this course. This 

text introduces students to the topic of global politics by identifying and defining different types of 

government systems. The text then explores the role of politics within the context of a defined 

system of government. Political philosophy is a large component of this course. Different political 

models will be explored and discussion of these models will be done using the U.S. political system 

as context.  

 

Prerequisite: The recommendation of your United States History teacher.  
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

AP United States Government and Politics 347 Both 1 

 

The purpose of this course is to increase the understanding of the self-motivated student in 

analyzing and synthesizing information on the structure and function of the American 

government. The framework, traditions and values of the U.S. governmental structure will be 

studied. This course will also cover the main processes and institutions of the U.S. political system. 

The following themes will be explored: The foundations of government (the historical framework 

within which the constitution originated, federalism, civil rights, and liberties), the institutions of 

government (a study of Congress, the Presidency, and the Federal courts), the politics of 

government (public opinion, elections, political parties, interest groups, the media), the 

governance of government (public policy, the economy, foreign policy and world politics, the state 

of the union).  

 

Note: This is a fast-paced college-level course that places a heavy emphasis on writing and 

independent learning. Students will be asked to complete regular in-class essays and follow a 

weekly reading schedule. 

 

Prerequisite: An 85% average in AP United States History or a 90% average in Honors United 

States History or a 95% average in CP United States History and a recommendation from your 

United States History teacher.  

 

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

AP Human Geography 349 Both 1 

 

When most people think of geography, they think of maps and memorization of locations. No! 

Geographer Charles F. Gritzner provided an enlightening definition of geography when he said the 

subject answers “what is where, why there, and why care.” Knowing a place’s location is, at most, a 

third of the battle. Instead, human geographers want to know the why and where of people and 

places – how we alter, and are altered by, the Earth’s surface.  Students will also learn to use GIS 

mapping software and will be expected to write various reports, culminating in a final research 

paper. Students in GCI will use this paper as the basis for their senior poster.  

 

Note: This is a fast-paced college-level course that places a heavy emphasis on writing and 

independent learning.  It is strongly recommended that students registering for this class have 

successfully completed AP United States History and/or AP Language and Literature to be 

prepared for the level of reading, analysis and writing required in this course.  

 

Prerequisite: An 85% average in AP United States History or a 90% average in Honors United 

States History or a 95% average in CP United States History and a recommendation from your 

United States History teacher.  
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Social Studies Electives 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Women Making History 341 One .5 

 

This semester-long course, taught at both the Honors and CP level, explores the role of women in 

societies throughout history, including their role in the present day. Major course topics include: 

studying the role of women in government, economics, education, social justice, and media. A 

variety of sources, both written and visual, will be used to analyze these themes. This class will 

require critical thinking during frequent class discussions and projects. The course will culminate 

in an action-oriented final project.  

 

Note: This course is only available to juniors and seniors.  

 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of the World History II course.  

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors Women Making History 342 One .5 

 

This semester-long course, taught at both the Honors and CP level, explores the role of women in 

societies throughout history, including present day. Major course topics include: studying the role 

of women in government, economics, education, social justice, and media. Students will analyze 

primary sources to enhance their understanding of these themes. This class will require students 

to critically think during frequent class discussions and writing assignments. The course will 

culminate in an action-oriented research project.  

 

Note: This course is only available to juniors and seniors.  

 

Prerequisite: A recommendation from your sophomore or junior year history teacher.  

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Psychology 340 One .5 

 

Psychology I is a one-semester introductory course into human behavior and the mind. The course 

exposes students to the field of psychology with current research, important concepts, and key 

figures. Topics covered include history and approaches to psychology, research methods, the 

biology of behavior, sensation, and perception, learning and conditioning, states of consciousness, 

and human development. To fully explore these topics, students will be expected to engage in 

critical thinking and writing skills, frequent discussion, and research projects.  

 

Note: This course is intended for juniors and seniors and is taught at an 11th-12th grade skill level. 
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors Psychology 339 One .5 

 

Honors Psychology I is a one-semester introductory course into human behavior and the mind. 

The course exposes students to the field of psychology with current research, important concepts, 

and key figures. Topics covered include history and approaches to psychology, research methods, 

the biology of behavior, sensation, and perception, learning and conditioning, states of 

consciousness, and human development. To fully explore these topics, students will be expected to 

engage in critical thinking and frequent discussion. This Honors level course will move at a fast 

pace, requiring independent work. Research and writing skills will be important components of 

the course.  

 

Note: This course is intended for juniors and seniors and is taught at an 11th-12th grade honors 

skill level. 

 

Prerequisite:  A 90% average in an Honors/AP history course or a 93% average in a CP history 

course.  

 

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

AP Psychology 346 Both 1 

 

AP Psychology is a rigorous, fast-paced course designed to introduce students to the scientific 

study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings. To accomplish this, the course 

provides instruction in the following content areas: history and approaches, research methods, 

biological bases of behavior, sensation and perception, state of consciousness, learning, cognition, 

motivation and emotion, developmental psychology, personality, testing and individual 

differences, abnormal psychology, treatment of psychological disorders, and social psychology.  

 

Note: This is a fast-paced college-level course that places a heavy emphasis on writing and 

independent learning.  

 

Prerequisites: A 93% average in Honors Psychology or a 97% average in CP Psychology and the 

recommendation of the Psychology teacher.  
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Sociology 344 One .5 

 

When was the last time you called something weird? Have you ever stopped to think that your 

“weird” is someone else’s normal or best? Sociology is the study of how human behavior is shaped 

by, and shapes, our social groups. In this one-semester course, we will come to better understand 

a) how culture and social groups are formed; b) what determines our position and actions within 

society; and c) what makes us unique as individuals. We will explore various topics, including 

culture, socialization, crime, race, and gender. Prepare to get weird.  

 

Note: This course is intended for juniors and seniors and is taught at an 11th-12th grade skill level. 

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors Introduction to Philosophy 350 One .5 

 

This is a one-semester survey course that will introduce students to the subject of Philosophy. The 

course content in the first quarter will concentrate on Western philosophy. We will begin the 

course by studying some of the key figures in Greek philosophy (Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle). 

The course will also include selected readings on a wide range of topics: religion, morality, 

knowledge, free will, determinism, and politics. A variety of philosophers will be studied in these 

topic areas. Students taking this course must be committed to doing the required readings and 

must fully participate in class discussions and projects. Assessment will be done through in-class 

thesis writing. In addition, the second half of the course will focus on the topic of justice and ethics 

using the Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do? lecture series. Students will discuss 

contemporary topics using content available on this platform. Students will be required to submit 

thoughtful responses to questions after discussions have been completed.  

 

Note: This course is only available to juniors and seniors. 
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Visual and Performing Arts 
The Performing Arts Department lays a foundation that helps to nurture performance. Students 

learn to read, write and interpret music as an essential dimension of a rich and diverse education. 

Artistic, literary, mathematical, scientific and historical significances, as well as world languages 

and foundations in faith, are interwoven into both performance and academic courses. 

Collaboration with the Central Catholic Music Department affords Oakland Catholic students the 

full Concert Band experience.  

 

The Visual Arts Department seeks to instill aesthetic awareness in each student that is involved in 

the program. The understanding, appreciation, and production of art are developed through 

practical application and active participation. The core of the program is dedicated to unlocking 

the imagination, encouraging creativity, and developing critical thinking in each student. As such, 

the Visual Arts Department hopes to develop the whole person, providing the student with 

opportunities to grow intellectually, emotionally, and spiritually. 

 

The Visual Arts Program develops in the following manner: each studio is one semester in length 

and carries the weight of a 1/2 credit. The graduation requirement is to complete Studio I, which is 

designed to begin building a foundation through the study of basic art theory and technique. 

Classes beyond Studio I are electives. 

 

Visual Arts 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP      Studio Art I 832 One .5 

This studio course is designed to build a foundation in the visual arts through the study of basic art 

theory and techniques. There is a strong emphasis on developing drawing skills and exploring the 

elements of art. Studio I is a projects-based course that centers on exploring art as a visual 

language. Art history and culture are integrated throughout the semester. Upon successful 

completion of this required course, students will be prepared for Honors Studio II, Honors 

Painting, and Honors Ceramics/Pottery. 

 

 
 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors    Studio Art II 810 One     .5 

 

This mixed media course allows students to continue to develop drawing, painting, and design 

skills through a variety of studio experiences. Emphasis is on developing original vision and voice. 

Students will be challenged to continue refining skills in fine art media and creative problem 

solving, as well as expanding their understanding of the elements of art and the principles of 

design. This course will incorporate both 2D and 3D materials. 

 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Studio I 
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors Pottery 819 One .5 

        

This course focuses on various methods of working with clay using both hand building and 

wheel-throwing techniques. Students will learn the fundamentals of using the potter’s wheel, 

learning to throw bowls and cylinders to create functional pottery. Sculptural and surface design 

skills are emphasized as well as glazing techniques and firing procedures. The cultural and 

historical importance of clay/ceramics in art will be explored. 

 

Note: This course is only available to juniors and seniors with priority given to seniors.  

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Studio I. 

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors Painting 820 One .5 

 

Honors Painting is designed to build upon the skills, techniques, and ideas developed within 

the Studio I course. This course focuses on painting techniques using acrylic and oil paints. 

There is a strong emphasis on understanding the importance of value and color theory when 

creating paintings, and these concepts are explored in depth. Students will develop technical 

as well as creative skills while creating a series of paintings on canvas. 

 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Studio I. 

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

AP AP Art and Design 

(2D/Drawing/3D) 

803 Both 1 

 

In AP Art and Design, students are required to create and document a portfolio of original 

artworks. AP Art students develop and apply skills of inquiry and investigation, practice, 

experimentation, revision and reflection. Students will begin by developing an inquiry for guiding 

an in-depth sustained investigation demonstrating experimentation, synthesis of materials, and 

revision of ideas. Over the course of the year, students will create a body of work consisting of 15 

Sustained Investigation pieces (guided by their inquiry) and five (5) Selected Works pieces. 

Participation in critique and discussion is required, as well as writing and reflecting on the creative 

process. Students can choose to submit one of three portfolios - Drawing, 2D, or 3D.  

 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Studio I, one honors level art elective, and approval of 

instructor. 
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

 Honors         ​Studio III​ ​ ​ ​ 811   ​ ​ ​ ​ One                .5 

This Pre-AP 2D art course is designed to prepare students for the rigor and challenges of AP Art 

and Design. Through a series of individualized projects, students will develop critical thinking 

skills and hone their ability to analyze, interpret, and evaluate their art. The course will cover a 

wide range of materials and techniques, including drawing, painting, and mixed media. The course 

will culminate in a portfolio of work that showcases students' creativity and growth over the course 

of the semester. By the end of this course, students will have developed the skills and knowledge 

necessary to succeed in advanced level art courses and pursue further study in AP Art and Design. 

This course aligns with the College Board's Pre-AP framework, which emphasizes the development 

of college-level skills and Studio Habits of Mind. 

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

AP Art History 801 Both 1 

This course, taught at Central Catholic, will engage students at the same level as an introductory 

college art history survey. Students will be introduced to major artistic developments in the visual 

arts from Prehistory through the Middle Ages. Paintings, sculptures, architecture and other media 

will be discussed in a variety of ways including their formal and stylistic characteristics, the 

cultural and social conditions in which they were produced, and the meanings that have been and 

can be interpreted from them. Working both chronologically and thematically, we will give special 

emphasis to: the articulation of world religions (both past and present), the changing function of 

the visual arts in diverse cultures, the shifting role of the artist in visual production and the tools 

and techniques involved in arts production. Strategies for analyzing and interpreting art, as a 

distinct component of visual culture will be discussed in this course. The course does not assume 

prior training or seek primarily to identify students who will major in art history in college. 

Students who have done well in other courses in the humanities, such as history and literature, are 

especially encouraged to enroll. 

 

Note: This course is only available to seniors as part of the OC/CC Collaboration. Students must 

walk to Central Catholic to take this course. 
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Performing Arts/Music 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors Chamber Singers 853 Both 1 

Honors Chamber Singers is an advanced-level performance ensemble and student community 

open to grades 9 – 12. Challenging three and four-part choral repertoire will be prepared to 

develop vocal technique, musicianship, and purpose-driven expression. Students will nurture their 

creativity and craft their artistic identity by embracing the power of the human voice and caring 

for it well. Evaluations include daily rehearsal progress, musicianship, and mandatory concert 

attendance. 

Prerequisite: A vocal audition in spring for the following year, including the performance of solo 

repertoire and a brief choral excerpt, and director recommendation. 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Concert Chorale 845 One .5 

Concert Chorale is a performance ensemble open to all students. Development in vocal technique 

and musicianship are emphasized. Two and three-part choral literature is learned with an 

emphasis on sight-singing, understanding of notation, musicality, performance practice, and 

listening skills. Evaluations include daily rehearsal progress, musicianship, and mandatory 

concert attendance. 

Note: This ensemble fulfills the 1⁄2 credit minimum graduation requirement.  This course is open 

for students in grades 10-12. 

 
 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP or 

Honors 

Marching/Concert Band 850/870 Both 1 

Capable ninth graders and all upper-class Oakland Catholic instrumental music students are 

encouraged to take the Marching/Concert Band class at Central Catholic High School, where full 

band, honor-level literature is offered. Participation is based on director recommendation 

(jwilson@centralcatholichs.com), after demonstrating musical competence and knowledge in an 

audition. The class emphasizes musicianship and performance. Students are encouraged to 

improve technique through private lessons with a teacher of their own instrument. The student 

will participate in all marching and concert band functions, including football game appearances, 

parades, concerts, assemblies, etc. Evaluation is based upon attendance, aptitude, and 

performances.  

Note: This course is only available during period 8 as part of the OC/CC Collaboration. Students 

must walk to Central Catholic to take this course. 

Prerequisite:  Director recommendation based on audition. 
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Music Appreciation I 838 One .5 
 

 

This required course introduces students to the fundamentals of music, including its history, 

cultural significance, and various styles. Students will develop listening skills, explore different 

genres, and gain an understanding of musical elements. As part of the curriculum, students will 

learn and practice selected songs for school-wide Masses, fostering both musical and spiritual 

engagement. This course encourages an appreciation for music’s role in worship and everyday life 

while enhancing performance skills in a collaborative setting. 

Note: This class fulfills the 1⁄2 credit graduation requirement. 

 
Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

AP Music Theory 857 Both 1 

 

AP Music Theory is a comprehensive and rigorous college-level music theory class for advanced 

musicians that encompasses both written and aural theory. Concepts covered include: rhythm, 

intervals, major and minor scales, key signatures, chord construction and function, sight singing, 

and dictation. Students in this course refine their listening skills and deepen their music reading 

and writing proficiency. Evaluations include daily practice assignments and unit quizzes. 

 

Prerequisite: A placement exam taken in spring for the following year to demonstrate an 

existing mastery of music theory fundamentals and teacher recommendation. 

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Introduction to Guitar 860 One .5 

This course will teach fundamentals of tuning/caring for the instrument, strumming, picking, 

rhythm, and playing basic chords/melodies.  Students will learn songs that they can practice on 

their own and perform in class.  Students will be encouraged to participate in a seasonal recital, 

along with special performances for parents towards the end of the session.  Syncing will be 

encouraged, but not required.  

Note: This class is offered to juniors and seniors. 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors Piano Accompaniment 849 Both 1 

This course is an advanced-level course for students who are proficient in playing the piano.  It 

runs concurrently with Honors Chambers Singers.  Students will be required to participate in 

masses, performances/recitals, and associated extracurricular engagements.  Singing is 

encouraged, but not required. 

Prerequisite: A musical audition in spring with a live accompaniment of a singer, for the 

following year, and director recommendation. 
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World Languages 
The academic atmosphere at Oakland Catholic High School, with its emphasis on global 

perspectives and the expectation that our students develop into ethical global leaders and agents 

of change in our world, has fostered a strong and comprehensive foreign language program. The 

World Languages Department offers a five-year sequence in the areas of French, Italian and 

Spanish. With that said, given the expertise of the instructors, regardless of what level a student 

enters in a particular language, the student will be able to pursue any world language all four years 

of her Oakland Catholic High School career. (Additional Independent Study courses are not listed 

in this catalog but will be made available to those students who complete all levels of a world 

language sequence prior to their senior year, who wish to continue their pursuit of this world 

language, and are able to work out a program of study with the instructor of that language.) In all 

world language classes, emphasis is placed on the development of skills in aural comprehension, 

speaking, writing, and reading, as well as the appreciation of the value system and behavior 

patterns of the people whose language the student is learning. 

 

Two (2) consecutive years of study of the same world language is required for graduation in the 

State of Pennsylvania. Oakland Catholic High School is a college-prep school; most colleges and 

universities expect candidates to complete at least three consecutive years of study of the same 

language. Students are not permitted to change language choice after 1
st 

year of study unless 

approved by Administration. OC students are encouraged to take full advantage of the array of 

opportunities for world language study at Oakland Catholic, and to include one or more world 

language sequences in their curriculum. 

 

 

French 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP French I 411 Both 1 

 

French I is an introduction to the language and culture of French speaking countries. Lessons 

engage beginning language learners in activities that are embedded in real life contexts and make 

frequent use of authentic materials produced by and for native French speakers. Listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing skills are reinforced through daily study. Evaluation includes oral 

and written assignments, exams, projects and classwork. 

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP French II 413 Both 1 

 

This course continues the development of the language and culture of the Francophone world. 

Grammar is emphasized through listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills, allowing for more 

creative oral and written expression. Evaluation includes oral and written assignments, exams, 

writings and projects. 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of  French I and teacher recommendation. 
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors French II 414 Both 1 

This course continues the development of the language and culture of the Francophone world with 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills mastered at an accelerated pace. The course is 

conducted in French in order to maximize exposure to the target language. Evaluation is more 

stringent in exams, assignments, projects, and presentations. Since oral work becomes more 

significant at this level, it is important that the student is comfortable with speaking in French in 

front of others.  

Prerequisite:  A 90% test average in French I and teacher recommendation. 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors French III 416 Both 1 

 

This course covers the same skills and materials as the college-preparatory course, but in greater 

depth and at an accelerated pace. The course is conducted in the target language.   Unit tests, 

participation, homework assignments, journals, and oral presentations are major components in 

determining the grade for this course. Students must purchase an additional grammar workbook 

for this class at the end of French II. This book will be used for summer assignments, in CE 

French, and in AP French, in addition to during French III Honors. 

 

Prerequisite: A 90% test average in CP French II or an 87% test average in Honors French II, 

ease with oral participation, and teacher recommendation. 

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CHS French 417 Both 1 

 
This College in High School course is taken through the University of Pittsburgh. Taught at 

Oakland Catholic High School, there is a strong emphasis on speaking and listening skills through 

conversation, discussion, oral quizzes, and presentations. There is also a concentration on 

grammar as students learn to integrate structures learned in earlier levels into both their speaking 

and writing. All students will maintain a weekly journal of writing assignments. Grades will be 

composed of journals, tests, projects, and class work. Upon completion and a passing grade, 

students enrolled at the University of Pittsburgh will receive three credits for the third semester of 

college French as indicated on a transcript from the university.  

 

Note: Students taking this course must enroll with the University of Pittsburgh for credit and pay 

College in High School registration fees.  Some material and text fees may also apply. 

 

Prerequisite: An 87% test average in Honors French III and teacher recommendation. 
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

AP French Language 418 Both 1 
 

This course is offered for students who have a strong foundation in the fundamentals of high 

school French and plan to take the AP French Language Exam at the end of this year. Essentially a 

college course, it is comparable to an advanced conversation and composition course. AP French 

prepares the student to take the French Language Advanced Placement Exam in May via reading 

assignments/discussions of articles and books, journal writing exercises, in-class essays, oral 

presentations, listening practice with online news reports and structured activities on CD’s, 

grammar practice with the purchased workbook and teacher-provided texts, and numerous other 

resources.  

Note: Each student will be required to purchase an electronic version of two AP preparation 

textbooks at the start of the school year.  

Prerequisite: An 87% average in CE French and teacher recommendation. 

 

Italian 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Italian I 431 Both 1 

This course introduces the student to the language and culture of Italy. Reading, writing, listening, 

and speaking skills will be reinforced through daily practice. Basic grammar and introductory 

tenses will also be included in the curriculum. Evaluation includes written assignments as well as 

speaking assignments, exams, projects and presentations.  

 

 
 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Italian II 432 Both 1 

 

This course continues the development of the language and Italian culture. Grammar is 

emphasized and developed through listening, speaking, reading and writing skills, allowing for 

more creative oral and written expression. Evaluation includes oral and written assignments, 

exams, writings, projects and presentations. Students in CP learn the same material as honors 

students and can still continue onto honors levels for future years upon teacher recommendation. 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Italian I and teacher recommendation. 

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors Italian II 430 Both 1 

 

This course will cover the same skills and material as CP Italian II while including additional 

readings, vocabulary, and grammar concepts that are expected to be mastered at an accelerated 

pace.  

Prerequisite: A 90% or higher in Italian I and teacher recommendation. 
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors Italian III 433 Both 1 
 

This course is concurrent with College in High School Italian and covers three (3) different 

modules of Italian culture. Students expand on previously learned grammar and vocabulary while 

learning new concepts of Italian life and culture. This course uses a portfolio-based grading system 

which allows for flexibility in choice and completion of content at the student’s pace and 

preference.  

 

Prerequisite: A 90% average in CP Italian II or an 87% average in Honors Italian II, ease with 

oral participation, and teacher recommendation. 

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CHS Italian 442 Both 1 

 

This College in High School Italian course provides students with the opportunity to get 4 college 

credits through the University of Pittsburgh. It covers three (3) different modules of Italian 

culture. Students expand on previously learned grammar and vocabulary while learning new 

concepts of Italian life and culture. This course uses a portfolio-based grading system which allows 

for flexibility in choice and completion of content at the student’s pace and preference. Students 

are graded based on the University of Pittsburgh standards. 

 

Note: Students taking this course must enroll with the University of Pittsburgh for credit and pay 

CHS registration fees.  Some material and text fees may also apply. 

 

Prerequisite:  A 93% average in CP Italian II or a 90% average in Honors Italian II and teacher 

recommendation. 

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors Italian IV 434 Both 1 

 

This course is concurrent with AP Italian and will present and explore the Italian syntax as well as 

other intermediate-level grammar points as they are encountered in the reading of excerpts of 

various Italian literary works. The student is challenged to be more creative in the use of the 

language skills acquired, to possess an even deeper appreciation of Italian culture, and to write 

and present papers and projects entirely in the Italian language.  

Prerequisite:  A 90% average in Honors Italian III or an 87% average in CE Italian and teacher 

recommendation. 
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

AP Italian Language and Culture 435 Both 1 

 

The AP Italian Language and Culture course, taught in conjunction with Italian IV Honors, is 

based on developing the student’s reading, writing, listening and speaking skills within a cultural 

frame of reference that reflects the richness of the Italian language and culture. This course will 

prepare the student to meet the requirements of the Advanced Placement program in the Italian 

language specific to the guidelines given by the College Board.  

Students will listen critically to spoken Italian, speak and write essays on many different topics, 

and are expected to integrate advanced grammar and vocabulary.  

Prerequisite:  A 90% or higher in CE Italian or a 93% in Honors Italian III and teacher 

recommendation. 

 

Spanish 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Spanish I 421 Both 1 

This course is an introduction to the Spanish language and culture. Basic vocabulary and grammar 

are built up as a path to master basic Spanish conversation skills. Spanish cultural awareness is 

encouraged. 

Listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills are reinforced through daily practice. 

Pronunciation is modeled and assessed. Evaluation includes oral and written assignments, exams, 

projects, and presentations. This course has also an online component in which students will be 

expected to complete activities assigned via the online textbook and workbook.  

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Spanish II 423 Both 1 

This course continues the development of the Spanish language acquisition and the knowledge of 

the Spanish speaking culture. Grammar is emphasized through listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing skills. Creative oral and written expressions are encouraged, and students are provided 

teacher-led guides. Spanish cultural awareness is promoted through research and presentations in 

order to increase in the students their Spanish culture awareness and global citizenship.   

Evaluation includes oral and written assignments, exams, writings, projects, and presentations. 

This course has an online component in which students will be expected to complete assigned 

activities through online textbooks.  

Prerequisite: Successful completion of  Spanish I and teacher recommendation. 
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors Spanish II 424 Both 1 

This course continues the development of the Spanish language acquisition and the knowledge of 

the Spanish speaking culture. Additional grammar and vocabulary is emphasized through 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. Creative oral and written expressions are 

encouraged, and students are provided teacher-led guides. Spanish cultural awareness is 

promoted through cultural and contemporary Spanish topics presentations, in order to achieve 

Spanish culture awareness and global citizenship.   Small visits to Spanish cultural expositions are 

hosted but not mandatory (each student is responsible for the cost of their ticket). 

The evaluation includes oral and written assignments, exams, writings, projects, and 

presentations. This course has an online component in which students will be expected to 

complete assigned activities through online textbooks.  

Prerequisite: A 90% test average in Spanish I and teacher recommendation. 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CP Spanish III 425 Both 1 

This course is a reinforcement of Spanish II and is expected to develop additional conversation 

skills through advanced grammar and vocabulary. This course has an emphasis on improving 

speaking, reading, structural writing and conversational skills. Spanish cultural insight is 

promoted through the research of Spanish cultural topics, as   topics of present global interest in 

order to develop a Spanish culture awareness and global citizenship.  This course has an online 

component in which students will be expected to complete activities assigned via the online 

textbook and workbook. 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of  CP Spanish II and teacher recommendation. 

 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

Honors Spanish III 426 Both 1 
 

 

This course covers the same skills and material that the college-preparatory course does but 

additional materials, reading, and grammar concepts are covered. The reading, vocabulary and 

grammar are of a greater complexity and are mastered by the Honors level student at an 

accelerated pace. This course has an online component in which students will be expected to 

complete activities assigned via the online textbook and workbook. 

Prerequisites: A 90% test average in CP Spanish II or an 87% test average in Honors Spanish II, 

and teacher recommendation. 
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CHS Spanish 103 443 Both 1 

 
This College in High School course is taken through the University of Pittsburgh and is equivalent 

to a third semester college level course. All students enrolled in this course must register with the 

College in High School program at the University of Pittsburgh. This course provides a unique 

opportunity to become familiar with Hispanic cultures.  Learners will be exposed to models of 

language while simultaneously developing language-learning strategies. They will also have 

opportunities to interact and develop the ability to communicate effectively in Spanish. The course 

focuses on understanding how members of a speech community use the language to accomplish 

their purposes. Therefore, students will most often work collaboratively in pairs or small groups to 

develop activities in class. Students will be expected to communicate effectively in a variety of 

contexts. The course will be enhanced with visual materials and will make full use of the many 

digital resources devoted to the study of Spanish language and culture. 

Upon completion and a passing grade, students will receive three credits from the University of 

Pittsburgh for the third semester of college Spanish as indicated on a transcript from the 

university.  

 

Note: Students taking this course must enroll with the University of Pittsburgh for credit and pay 

CHS registration fees.  Some material and text fees may also apply. 

 

Prerequisites: A 92% test average in Honors Spanish II and teacher recommendation. 

 

Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

CHS Spanish 104 444 Both 1 

 

This College in High School course is taken through the University of Pittsburgh and is equivalent 

to a fourth-semester university level course. All students enrolled in this course must register with 

the College in High School program at the University of Pittsburgh and purchase the text package 

used by their Spanish department.  There is a fee of approximately $275.00 for registration and up 

to $100.00 for texts (subject to change).  

 

Taught at Oakland Catholic High School, it combines content-based language instruction with an 

interactive task-based approach and focuses on all relevant language skills:  listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing.  Culture is integrated into all aspects of the program.  Upon completion and a 

passing grade, students will receive three college credits on a University of Pittsburgh transcript.   

 

Note: Students taking this course must enroll with the University of Pittsburgh for credit and pay 

CHS registration fees.  Some material and text fees may also apply. 

 

Prerequisite:  A 92% test average in Honors Spanish III or an 87% test average in Honors 

Spanish IV and teacher recommendation are required. 
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Level Course Name Number Semester Credits 

AP Spanish and Language Culture 429 Both 1 
 

Per the AP Spanish Language and Culture Course and Exam Description (2020), this course 

“emphasizes communication (understanding and being understood by others) by applying 

interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational skills in real-life situations.”  Students will build 

upon the competencies developed in earlier courses and employ communication skills and cultural 

awareness as they engage in an exploration of culture in both contemporary and historical 

contexts.  

 

All students enrolled in this course must take the AP exam in May according to the schedule set by 

the College Board. Students earning an acceptable score on the exam will receive college credit 

according to standards set by the particular college or university to which the student eventually 

matriculates.  

 

Prerequisite: A 92% average in Honors Spanish IV or a 90% average in CHS Spanish and 

teacher recommendation are required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oakland Catholic High School Administration reserves the right to add to or edit this document at any time. 

Administration may also make any exceptions to policy or prerequisites at their discretion. 

Last Edit: March 18, 2025 
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