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A "good"” college is a place where a student will thrive; where they
Will be exposed to new Ideas, new challenges and perspectives
different than their own; where the student grows intellectually and
personally; and where they have the opportunity to take advantage
of experiences that will open their minds to different experiences
and cultures that may shape their professional journey.

There are many great choices—not just one right fit for a student.

- Dr. Stefanie Niles, President of Cottey College and Former NACAC President
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Lauren Sciocchetti, Associate Vice President of
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= Action Items & Advice
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Finding YOUR Fit:

"Engagement in college is more important
than where you attend.”
A Fit’ Over Rankings, Challenge Success.org

Student’s Financial

Valu Size Fit C
w Sports, @ Learning

Clubs, _ Style
@ Affinity Academic

Interests

Groups



https://challengesuccess.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Executive-Summary-Challenge-Success-White-Paper-on-College-Admissions.pdf

Types of Colleges and Universities
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“Traditional” Community Vocational & US Military Specialized Colleges
Colleges & Colleges & Junior Trade Schools Academies . Visual & Performing
Arts Schools
Universities Colleges Certificates or Students earn a
- - . Associates degreein  bachelor's degree . Technical Institutes
Elss/se?;?tingllc Associate Degree career-specific fields  tuition-free in return
pieg)reln= like: for military service . Religious Colleges
Culinary arts after graduation.
SUEUES IS . Certificate S )
Schools . : iIngle-Sex Colleges
programs . Firefighting
| A hool . Specialized Mission
Liberal Arts Schools Tiin?;izs " Building trades iy
Private Colleges & PR IAG . HBCU
Universities . HSI



Academic Fit
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Program

* If | know what |
want to major in,
do they offer it?

- If | am undecided,
do they offer a
breadth of

options?

- If | decide to
change my major,
what are my
options?

* What
opportunities do
they offer? Study
Abroad? Co-Op?

ER

Do
Do
)

O

Environment

- What is my ideal

learning
environment?
Small classes?
Large lectures?

- Am | prepared for

the challenge at
this college?

- What is the

academic culture
like on campus?
Collaborative?
Competitive?

e
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Supports | —=

« What academic
supports are
available to all
students?

- What sort of first-
year
programming/orie
ntation do you have
for incoming
students?

- What is the first-
year retention rate?

- If  have a
documented
learning need
(IEP/504) what
supports are
available?
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Career/Outcomes

- What is the

four/six-year
graduation rate?

- What career

services are
available? Are there
guaranteed
activities that every
student completes?

- Internship

opportunities/
requirements

- Job placement &

graduate school
acceptance rates




Financial Fit

~
1011S

Family Conversat

What is my family’s ability
to pay for college?

What limitations or
parameters do we have?

What expectations are
there for me to contribute
through work or loans?

~

~
1011S

Institutional Considerat

Total Cost of Attendance
and Estimated Net Price

Is Admissions need-blind
or need-aware?

What percentage of
students receive need-
based aid?

Merit-based aid options

History of meeting
demonstrated need

History of low student debt
upon graduation

~

Estimate Your Aid

Home > Admission & Aid > Financial Aid > Estimate Your Aid

Estimate Your Cost for 2025-26

Estimate your share of college costs and how much financial aid you may be eligible to receive. We offer
two calculators that will help your family determine how much they may be expected to pay.

MyinTuition Calculator Net Price Calculator

A quick six question survey about your family’s A more detailed and personalized calculator that
finances to determine an estimate of your family’s will help estimate your family contribution and
contribution and financial aid range. financial aid range.

MyinTuition Calculator » Net Price Calculator »




Personal Fit: Community and Value

hen we add value, we recognize our own unique gifts and the positive impact we can have on
others. We are reminded that we matter.” [Dr. Sarah] Bennison explains that researchers have “traced
he correlation between a strong sense of mattering-feeling valued and adding value-and positive

ental and physical health benefits.” She says, "Mattering also yields stronger academic outcomes.

hen we feel truly seen, heard, and valued by professors, we are happier and learn in deeper ways.’

The Question Every College Applicant Should Ask,” by Brennen Barnard (Forbes)

First-Year Experience k

w

e ¢ How You Connect In Y( == HowAtHomeYou [ . How Welcome and
== and After Class? _f_U Are In Your Dorm LB Engaged_ Y_o_u Feel In
E -IE = Your Activities
Q . .
=0 |nteractions with @ Residential = |
(G professors T communities = How accurate is the
(@] "N =y Llist of clubs available?
< L QO Roommate S,
E,Eapgrort I Fedng @ OC  sclection O How easy is it to join a
/ £ club?
Ll

How do you start a
club of your own?

\

Summarized from
Dream School by
Jeffrey Selingo


https://www.forbes.com/sites/brennanbarnard/2025/03/04/the-question-every-college-applicant-should-ask/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/brennanbarnard/2025/03/04/the-question-every-college-applicant-should-ask/

Admissions: The NACAC Report

How Do Colleges Determine If You Are a Fit For Them?

PERCENTAGE OF COLLEGES ATTRIBUTING DIFFERENT LEVELS OF IMPORTANCE TO FACTORS IN
ADMISSION DECISIONS: FIRST-TIME FRESHMEN, FALL 2023

o highschoo A alcouses) 185 [ 7a1 185 e [16
Fr—
counslor recommendation 185 [ 115400276205
Admission testscores (ACTSAT) | 185 |49 |24 [389 |08
Porolo |18 |49 |18 [263  leo0
meview  |1ss a3 |86 [3:24  |sas
Wok s |22 |38 [a00 |20

Key Takeaway

Transcript and
academic rigor are the
most iImportant factors

IN adMmIissions across
the board.
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Admissions: The Transcript

Core Subjects

11/5/2024 Student Transcript Page 1 of 1
To: From: Radnor High School Principal: Dr. Joseph MacNamara

Focus on science, English, math, world

H H H 130 King of Prussia Rd one: 6 .
language, and social studies when planning e Phone: (610 2030855
your COUrses.
) Student: Birthdate: Graduation Date:
RIgOI’ of classes Phone: Student ID: 12

p School District Grade Scale
X ) NG = No Grade

Grades and cumulative GPA
Academic trends

-

\

[

N

2021-2022 Grade 09 Radnor High School 2022-2023 Grade 10 Radnor High School
\ Course FIN Course FIN
05060641 9th Grade Health A+ 05081080 Business Law & Marketing 1.00
ll 05060642 9th Grade Wellness 05030332 Chemistry A - 1.00
All grades matter...but some more DT o camans o
th an Oth ers 05070516 Behind The Scenes Workshop 05050505 German 1/2 A 1.00
® 05030322 Biology A . 05060631 PE 11/12 Team Sports 0.50
. . . . 05010110 English 9 Lit & Comp H . i 05060622 Tenth Grade Health 0.50
V Grades in electives like Theater, Phy5|Ca|. 05111101 Essentials of Cooking 05010120 World Literature H 1.00
Fducation or Art are considered. but don't 05020211 Govt & Econ H . : 05020221 World Stygie 1.00
1
: : : 05050561 Spanishe - : WGPA: 3.8571 Credit:  7.000
usually get a ton of scrutiny in the review o -
p roCcess 2023-2024 Grade 11 Radnor High School 2024-2025 Grade 12 Radnor High School
/ Course FIN Credit Course FIN Credit
05040434 Algebra Il A B- 1.00 05020260 AP Economics 0.00
05010130 American Literature H A 1.00 05010171 Film Analysis | 0.00
\ 05020230 AP US History A- 1.00 05050504 German IV A 0.00
° ° ° 05050503 German IIl A A 1.00 05990040 Integrated Senior Seminar 0.00
C OnSIder Ma] ()I' Allgnment 05060639 PE Majors H A+ 0.50 05151250 Intro to Engineering Design H 0.00
05060633 PE Weight Training A+ 0.50 05040448 Precalculus A 0.00
Some non-core classes (i.e. business or 05030342 Physics A A 100 Credit: 000

engineering) can show alignment with your o Pﬁn ot o
intended college major, but think of them as - P

Type =
supplements to your core classes..not Cumulative Weighted GPA
replacements, Cumulative Unweighted GPA

Total Credit: 20.500




Admissions: The NACAC Report

How Do Colleges Determine If You Are a Fit For Them?

PERCENTAGE OF COLLEGES ATTRIBUTING DIFFERENT LEVELS OF IMPORTANCE TO FACTORS IN
ADMISSION DECISIONS: FIRST-TIME FRESHMEN, FALL 2023

ngh schnnl GPA in college prep courses 185 _ 4 9

Total high school GPA (all courses) 74.1 m

Strength of high school curriculum

Counselor recommendation m

Teacher recommendation

183 (55 224 |43

I_|
Interview |18 |43 |86 324  |546

Wok |22 (08 [0 |20
Subjec test scores (AP, 3)

Students and families
tend to overemphasize
test scores. It moves
the needle less than
you think!

Key Takeaway



Admissions: Standardized Testing

Current Landscape: Each year, more colleges announce returning to requiring test scores. It can be
helpful to think of colleges falling into three categories:

Testing is a lower

Testing is still priority (or not one at

all)

Testing can add value

important

- Test Required » Test Optional » Test Optional
- Test Recommended - Test Flexible - Test-Blind
- Test Preferred - Test-Free

2,100+ colleges/universities are test optional or test-free
« For acomplete list, visit www .fairtest.org

AP Scores: Not an Expectation
AP scores are not a significant factor in most colleges’ process. Official scores can be sent to the college

you choose to enroll for credit but are rarely needed for admission applications.



http://www.fairtest.org/

Radnor School Profile: where do you fit in your class?

Radnor High School Profile 2025-26

Radnor High School

130 King of Prussia Road, Radnor, PA 19087 + Ph: (810) 2:93-0855 « F: (810) 386-3307 + CEEB: 384133 » wwwurtsd.orgiradnorhs

Administration General Information

Founded in 1682, Radnor Township is located 13 miles west of Philadelphia, PA and has a population of approximately
32,000 as of 2018. Radnor Township School District is Radnor Township's only public school system, covering nearly
14 sguare miles, and has been recognized as one of the finest school districts in the state and nation. RTSD is home to
Radnor High School, Radnor Middle School, and three elementary schools (Ilthan, Radnor, and Wayne).

Superintendent
Dr. Kenneth Batchelor

Assistant to the Superintendent « Type of School ... ...Public  « Grades.... 812
Mr. Dan Bechtold « Length of Semester... ..20weeks « Total Enroliment..... 1158
L. o Average Class SiZe... e 17

Principal « RHS Free/Reduced Lunch Population._...__..._.. . 15% » Student Clubs/Activities...._.._ ... 100+

Dr. Joseph MacNamara » RHS Demographic Information: 70% White, 14.9% Asian; 5.6% Black or African American; 5.7% Hispanic

Associate Principal RHS operates on a modified block schedule. This allows for classes to meet for 40 minutes three days per week and
Dr. Judy Lee 80 minutes once per week. Beginning in the 2019-20 school year, RHS was the first school in the county to institute a
delayed school start time to support adolescent sleep and health. The new school day runs from 8:30 AM to 3:10 PM.
Assistant Principals

Class of 2025 Post-Secondary Plans

The class of 2025 is attending 126 different post-secondary institutions in 30 states and three countries.
Approximately 91% of the class is attending a 4 - year school; 4% is attending community college or a trade schoaol,
and 5% is enrolling in the military, seeking employment or participating in a gap year. See
hitps:/ftinyurl.com/mw265f2f for a matriculation list for the classes of 2021 through 2025,

Ms. Eileen Rudisill
Mr. Gabriel Presley

Athletic Director
Mr. Mike Friel

Advanced Placement Program

In May 2025, 501 RHS students took 1,178 AP exams.
Over 90% of Radnor students scored a 3 or higher.

College & Career

AP Course Offerings
African American Studies | atin

(new in 25-26) Macroeconomics

Counselors

Students  Mean Score

Mrs. Kellie Wiedlich AP Scholars with Distinction 135 433 Art History* Music Theory*
Last Names A - Ga AP Scholars with Honor 43 4.04 Biology Physics 1
kellie. wiedlich@rtsd.org AP Scholars 65 3.69 Calculus AB Physics 2
610-293-0855 ext. 3521 Students are able to take AP courses beginning in tenth Calculus BC Physics C: Mechanics
grade. Enrolling in an AP course requires a teacher Chemistry Physics C.E&M
Mrs. Sarah Pace recommendation. RHS does not cap the number of Ap  COMPuter Science A Precalculus (new in 23-24)

Last Names Ge- Mo courses a student can take in any given school year. English Lang. & Comp. Psychology
sarah.pace@rtsd.org English Lit. & Comp. Statistics
610-293-0855 ext. 3523 Environmental Sci. Spanish Language

RHS policy states that all students enrolled in an AP
course must pay for the AP exam in October and take
the AP exam in May. If the exam is not taken, the AP
designation is removed from the student’s transcript
and the course is renamed as an Honors course.

European History
French Language
German Language

Studio Art (2D, 30 & Drawing)
U.8. Government & Politics
LS. History

World History

*denotes a course not running in 2025-26

Mrs. Rachelle Gough
Last Names Mu-Z
rachelle.gough@rtsd.org
610-293-0855 ext. 3112

National Merit Recognition

Counseling

The RHS Class of 2025 was proud to include 2 National Merit Scholarship winners, ¥ Finalists, 8 Semi-Finalists and 22

. Commended Students.
Secretaries

Mrs. Keturah Duncan
keturah.duncan@risd.org
610-293-0855 ext. 3529

Standardized Testing
Class of 2025 ACT Summary

Class of 2025 SAT Summary

(39 RHS Students) (217 RHS Students)

nglis Ma teading omposite EBR&W Math Total
L2 L RHSMean  29.0 288 29.7 288 29.2 RHSMean 643 659 1301
erin johnson@rtsd.org RHS Middle RHS Middle
610-293-0855 ext. 3522 50% 25-34 25-34 25-35 25-134 26-34 50% 500-710 580-740 1200-1440

Grade Distribution

Classes of 2021-2025 | Classof2026 |
Quintile  Mean WGPA Mean UWGPA Mean SAT  Mean ACT Quintile  Mean WGPA Mean UWGPA

Honors/AP Distribution
In 9th grade, 72% of the class of 2026 took at
least one Honors Courses

I 421 3.98 1473 32 1 4.18 3.97
I 396 378 1370 30 I 3.95 179 In 10th grad:_e, 38% of the class of 2026 enrolled
1 3.72 3.58 1294 29 n 373 3.59 In at least one AP class

3'39 3.23 3'37 . By 12" grade, 25% have taken 11+ Honors
v ' : 1187 26 v ' 3.3 classes and 11% of the class have taken 10+ APs
W 2.61 2.56

Ranking

Overall
Middle 50% :

Radnor High School does not report rank.

g, and to empower them to discover

with knowledge, confidence, and caring to : the future,

Radnor High School Profile 2025-26

Grading System
A= 985 - 100 4.666T
A 92.5-958.49 43333
A-  895-52.4% 4.0
B+ 86.5 -B9.49 3.666T
B B82.5 - 86.49 3.3333
B- 795 - 8249 3.0
C+ TB.5-79.48 2.6667
[= T72.5 - 76.49 23333

Academic Programming

43333 C-  69.5 - 72.49
4.0 D+ 66.5 - 69.49 1.666T
3.6667 D 625 - 6649 1.3333
33333 D- 595 - 62.43 1.0
3.0 F 0-594% 0.0
2.6667 | P Pass n/a
2.3333 WD Withdrawal n/a
2.0 | NG Mo Grade nia

RHS uses a weighted GPA system. Courses
designated as Seminar, AP, Integrated, and
Honors receive weighted (W) guality points.
Advanced and College Prep (CP) classes receive
unweighted (UW) quality points. The GPA is
cumulative, including all courses taken at RHS,
and is updated at the culmination of classes
annually. Both Weighted and Unweighted GPAs
are reported on transcripts. The Unweighied GPA
does not account for instructional levels. RHS

does not include courses taken at other
institutions in the cumulative GPA.

+ Annual Scheduling & Graduation Requirements Students are required to
carry a minimum of 6.5 credits each school year. Our schedule allows for a
maximum of 8 credits each year. Students must meet a minimum of 22.5
credits to graduate in designated content areas. RHS does not have a World
Language graduation requirement.

+ World Language classes are offered at both the Advanced levels (1 - 5) and
Honors level (2 - 5). The Honors sequence culminates in either AP Spanish,
AP French, AP Latin or AP German.

« Consolidation of Academic Levels The goal of consolidating the College
Prep and Advanced level beganin 2021-2022. This process started with the
consolidation of our English and Social Studies courses in 9th grade in Fall
2021 followed by Math and Science for 9th grade in Fall 2022.

+ Integrated Curriculum These interdisciplinary courses are co-taught by both
an English and Social Studies teacher, and are considered to be among the
highest level courses in these disciplines. In these seminar-style classes,
students engage in high-level critical thinking, hone their writing skills and
participate in robust class discussions.

+ Independent Study (15) Students in 11th and 12th grade taking at least 6.5
credits may work with a faculty member to participate in an Independent
Study. Independent Studies are dencted with an “IS™ on the transcript and
can be one semester (0.5 credit) or full year {1 credit).

+ Dual Enrollment Radnor currently offers the following dual enroliment
classes/programs: Linear Algebra H (University of Pittsburgh) and Teacher
Education Program (Delaware County Community College).

FlexMod (FM)/FlexCyber Classes dencted as "FM" on a transcript are
structured with both in-person and asynchronous classes, as designed by
each teacher. FlexCyber courses offer even more flexibility in modality.
Technical School Radnor students interested in technical programs can
attend classes at either Delaware County Technical School (DCTS) or
Technical College High School (TCHS) beginning in 10™ grade.
Participating students earn 3 credits, noted as "VoTech” on their

transcript.

Medical Careers High achieving twelfth graders interested in medical
professions have the opportunity to participate in Medical Careers
through DCTS, spending their mornings at a local hospital. Interested
students go through a rigorous application process, competing with
applicants across the county. Students earn two honors level credits.
Project Lead the Way (PLTW) exposes students to STEM fields through
project-based learning. RHS currently offers PLTW courses in
Engineering, Computer Science and Biomedical Science. Students
completing PLTW Engineering courses are also eligible for college credit
through Rochester Institute of Technology.

Radnor Cyber Academy (RCA) RTSD partners with Brandywine Virtual
Acaderny (BVA) and Edmentum (beginning in the 2025-26 school year) to
provide online courses. Students can take some or all of their classes
online. Online courses are denoted on the transcript with “RCA."

For full course descriptions, please see the RHS Program of Studies:
rhs.rtsd.org/academics/program-of-studies.

Mathematics Course Progression Science Course Progression

[ Electives: AP Statistics, AP Computer Science, Statistics A ]

Seminar Seminar Seminar/AP AP Calculus Multivariable :
Geometryt" Algebran |— — BC — | calcul AP Physics |
gebra Precalculus ( alculus [ Biology H J —-khemistry HJ<
Precalculus AP Calculus Linear Physics HT*4
Geometry H |— |AlgebrallH |—— E— »
T g H AB | Algebra H
Algebral A |[—— |Geometry A |—— |aigebrana | — Pre“T“‘“S - |calculus 1 A [ Biology A ] _'[C"e”“t“ A]' _'[ Physics A l
- Chemistry A
\ AT . S.-CI'&the . _‘l Biology A |<
Tr|g CF nvironment Ph‘_.’SICa|
T [Science A ¢
ebra Algebral A
gPart 1 gP‘art 2 - [GEOITIEtI'}" Al—ry Algebra Il A Electives: AP Biclogy, AP Chemistry, AP Physics C:
Mechanics and EEM, AP Physics 21, AP Environmental

Science, Principles of Biomedical Science H. Anatomy &
Physiclagy A, Earth & Space Science A

LINK:

English Course Progression

Social Studies Progression

Integratgd: Integrated: Integrated: Integrated: Integrated: Integrated: Integrated: Erechven: h tt p S. // r h S. rt S d .0 I"/fS/
The .ﬂ\merlcan —— | Global Viewpoints (AP Senior [he American|-| Global ~| Viewpoints® AP European l—iisto
Experiment™) |ssues” o™ English Lang.)* Seminar | Experiment*s Issues & P e resource-
. . . AP US History AP US Government, LE___ A A LE A A
P English Lang. AP English Lit) WP Macroeconomics g
_ — AP Psychology, manager/view/11362e
English 9 World American British & overnment World American AP African American
Honors |~ | Literature H "|Literature H [T |Modern Lit. H & Econ. H Studies H | | Studies H Studiest*o | 9a-8096-4a42-a6¢f-
- — Psychology A,
English 9 World ,| Amernican British & Government | L[ World _ | Amencan .
Advanced Literature A Literature A Modern Lit. A & Econ. A Studies A Studies A Sociology A c98a901cf156

T course did not run in 2022-23 * course did not run in 2023-24

& course did not run in 2024-25

*course did not run in 2025-26



https://rhs.rtsd.org/fs/resource-manager/view/11362e9a-8096-4a42-a6cf-c98a901cf156
https://rhs.rtsd.org/fs/resource-manager/view/11362e9a-8096-4a42-a6cf-c98a901cf156
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https://rhs.rtsd.org/fs/resource-manager/view/11362e9a-8096-4a42-a6cf-c98a901cf156
https://rhs.rtsd.org/fs/resource-manager/view/11362e9a-8096-4a42-a6cf-c98a901cf156

Radnor School Profile: where do you fit in your class?

Grade Distribution

Classes of 2021-2025 Class of 2026 Honors/AP Distribution
Quintile  Mean WGPA Mean UWNGPA Mean SAT  Mean ACT  Quintile  MeanWGPA Meanuwcpa N Sthorade, /2% ofthe class of 2026 took at

| 491 3 08 1473 35 | least one Honors Courses
I 378 270 20 1 In 10th grade, 38% of the class of 2026 enrolled
- il ! o0 | 5 i
—— In at least one AP class
' 3.58 1294 29 I
1L - . : - ’ By 12" grade, 25% have taken 11+ Honors
IV ' e 1137 25 W classes and 11% of the class have taken 10+ APs
LT , 2.56 1104 32 i 2. :

Overall 3.44 1307 28.8 Overa : 3.47 |
Middle 50% 3.3-4.0 32-3.8  1190- 1450 25- 33 Middle 50% 3.23-4.02  3.18-3.84 Radnor High School does not report rank.

Ranking

LINK:

https://rhs.rtsd.org/fs/
resource-
manager/view/11362e
9a-8096-4a42-ab6c¢f-
c98a901cf156
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Making Contextual Decisions
Through

% Accepted A\ Not Accepted . Waitlisted Deferred . Guaranteed Transfer Agcepied A Not.Accapted . Weitiisied Deferred . GUardiosn Transier

%”&F University of South Carolina iﬁTTﬁ University of Virginia
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3
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Columbia, SC Charlottesville, VA




Admissions: The NACAC Report

How Do Colleges Determine If You Are a Fit For Them?

PERCENTAGE OF COLLEGES ATTRIBUTING DIFFERENT LEVELS OF IMPORTANCE TO FACTORS IN
ADMISSION DECISIONS: FIRST-TIME FRESHMEN, FALL 2023
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Admissions: Demonstrated Interest

C7. Relative importance of each of the following academic and nonacademic factors in your first-time, first-
year, degree-seeking general (not including programs with specific criteria) admission decisions.

Very Important Important Considered on:izfered
Academic
Rigor of secondary school record The Common Data Set for each
e college, in general, gives you a
Standardized test scores great sense of their applicant pool
gpp'm;:tv” and how they evaluate applicants.
Nonacademic
Interview We recommend prioritizing
P RO demonstrated interest at any
Characterfpersonal qualities college that marks it as Considered
First generation or h|g her.
Alumni/ae relation
Geographical residence
State residency Google: [Name of Collegel +
Religious affiliation/commitment Common Data Set

Volunteer work
Work experience

Level of applicant’s interest




How Can you Demonstrate Your Interest?

Engage Online

Open emails and spend time on
the college website. Many
colleges keep record of these
iInteractions.

"Unofficial" Interest

If you've done a lot of independent
research on a college, engaged with
alums or connected in other ways,
be sure this is captured in your app.

Visit Campuses

Make sure your visit is
documented/recorded by
admissions— otherwise, it won't be
part of your application.

Meet Representatives

Attend college fairs, school visits,
and speak /email with your regional
admissions rep. They don't bite!




Admissions: The NACAC Report

How Do Colleges Determine If You Are a Fit For Them?

PERCENTAGE OF COLLEGES ATTRIBUTING DIFFERENT LEVELS OF IMPORTANCE TO FACTORS IN
ADMISSION DECISIONS: FIRST-TIME FRESHMEN, FALL 2023

ngh schnnl GPA in college prep courses 185 _ 4 9

Total high school GPA (all courses) 74.1 m
Courslorecommendation 185 [ 119 400|276 205
I.U:I_IE_E_
Admission test scores (ACT,SAT) | 185 (43 |254 389|308
Porfolo  [1ss (45 [108  |2a3  [e00
Interview  |185 |43 |86  |324  |546

Wok |22 (08 [0 |20
Subjec test scores (AP, 3)

Key Takeaway

Letters matter. Make sure
you are getting to know
your teachers and
counselors so they best
reflect you as an individual
student.



Teacher Recommendation

1

Primary Source

Provides a zoomed-in view of your classroom
presence.

You as a Learner— Beyond Your Grades

Can showcase your curiosity, collaboration,
and growth as a student, or highlight your role
as a bridge-builder, challenger, or intellect.

Who Should I Ask?

Most colleges require two teacher
recommendations. It's best to ask teachers from
junior year core subjects who know you well.




Counselor Recommendation

Secondary Source Student Advocacy
Provides a compilation of Seen as a letter of

notes from you, your advocacy— rather than

family, your teachers and just a recommendation.
our direct interactions.

Help Us Complement Your Story

We ask for student and parent input to make sure

that we have the whole picture of you - from

academic accomplishments, personal characteristics,

extracurricular involvement and extenuating

circumstances.

Don't rush your junior questionnaire (coming Spring /<8
2026)! A




But this NACAC report doesn't include a key
factor in some admission decisions:
institutional priorities.

College Essay Guy



Common Institutional Priorities

Priorities may include academic goals, special talents, legacy status, financial heeds,
and geographic representation. They vary from college to college, are not easy to
research/are not often public knowledge, and often shift from year to year.




Action Steps for Students

Recognize Where You
Have Less Control

Many factors in
admissions will be set
In stone by the time
you apply next
fall/winter. Focus on
what you can control.
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Keep Grades Up +
Choose Classes
Wisely

Maintain consistent
performance and

challenging courses.

Stay Educated

Attend Counseling
Department
Programming and
your College & Career
Counselor for advice
and direction. See
Schoology and/or
Instagram for news
and upcoming events.

Demonstrate Interest

Show strategic and
iIntentional interest Iin
colleges— especially
your Target and Likely
schools.



Action Steps for Students

Summer Initiative

Be purposeful with
your activities this
summer. These don't
have to be expensive
‘pay to play”
programs— in fact,
self-directed
Initiatives often stand
out most!

Recommendation

Letters

Prioritize teachers
from core subjects
who know you well
and can speak to
your academic
abilities and
engagement. Plan to
ask teachers for
letters in the Spring
of Junior Year.

Testing Plan

Consider your
standardized testing
plan and approach.
We recommend
taking a test at least
once, in case you
end up needing it for
colleges or
scholarships with
shifting
reguirements.

Data-Driven

College List

Build a balanced
college list that
aligns with your
goals and
preferences +
prioritize schools
where you might
have a competitive
edge.

Check Your Email!

Consider creating a
new email
specifically for
college purposes,
and check it often!



Advice for Parents

Support and Empower

Let your student take
the lead in their college

search and applications.

Allow your student to
take ownership of their
decisions while being
there for guidance and
support.

Gain Financial Clarity

Research college costs

and financing options. Use

tools like Net Price

Calculators or Mylntuition

on college websites to
estimate cost. Set and
discuss financial
boundaries.

Manage Expectations

Communicate openly
and set parameters. If
there are financial or
location constraints,
share that with your
student. Discuss limits
early. Can they apply to
schools across the
country or abroad? Be
upfront about any
restrictions.

Focus Beyond

Admissions

Keep the college search
and application process
from dominating every
conversation. Pick one
night weekly to discuss
college topics. Keep the
rest of the week college
conversation-free.



Advice for Parents

Support a Help Your Student Stay Grounded in the
Thoughtful College Reflect and Grow Process
List Applying to college is a Just as every student is

time for self-reflection. an individual, every
Encourage your studentto college admission
reflect on where they are  journey is as well.

now and who they aspire ~ Comparing your child's

Be thoughtful in list-
making — a long list isn't
always better.
Encourage lots of first

. . to be. Emphasize college list, dreams, or
choices instead of one - SO
resilience. Growth comes  application status to
dream school. Help your .
. . from setbacks. those of others is
child focus on fit, not .
counterproductive.

name or prestige.

Stay Educated

Remember - college
admissions has changed
since our time. Attend
Counseling Department
Programming and
encourage your student
to have open
communication with
their College & Career
Counselor.



Upcoming Evening Events

Join the RHS College and Career Counselors for:

RADNOR H:GH SCHOOL ) . :
c o M PAS s k" e ™ COLLEGE
gigllgfllg\?o?vme . i rf'i FI N A N C I AL
EN 1 PLANNING

RHS College & Counselors
invite you to a

COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS

PANEL DISCUSSION

Join Radnor counselors and our PHEAA Access Partner for:

FINANCIAL AID/
FAFSA Night

Hot Topics in CofPege
Admissions
Students and parents are
invited to a panel with college
esentatives discussing
admissions trends, testing,
essays, and more.

-
College Admissions and the Modern Testing E COLLEGE ADMISSION " @ @
La.test Developments in SAT/ACT Digital @ f CASE STU DY @ j ——

Financial Planning Expert will shar in depth look at paying for

*Link is in Radnor Reader and will be
posted on Schoology on the day of

the program

WYY} THIS PROGRAM IS OPEN TO ALL U U UUY ,-
¥ == HS GRADE LEVELS. IT'S NEVER
()] @ TOO EARLY TO LEARN ABOUT
[af==== FINANCING HIGHER EDUCATION. .

‘admissions committee” led by a college nselor
college, different lfyp aid awarde d d specific siderations for
r post-seconda ry educatio

to see how appllcauons are reviewed, what colleges value,
and how students highlight their strengths.

Navigating College College Admission  College Financial College Admissions
Planning Panel Discussion

Financial Aid &
Admissions Testing Case Study

FAFSA Night

January 15, 2026 February 19, 2026 March 12, 2026 April 16, 2026

6:30 PM 6:30 PM 6:30 PM 6:30 PM
Zoom Z00m Z00om RHS Auditorium

December 4, 2025
6:30 PM
/00m

(Registration Required -

see Radnor Reader for
details)




Upcoming School Day Events

 Individual Post-Secondary Planning Meetings for JUNIORS and their Families

Beginning December 15t Meetings MUST be scheduled during the student's free period. Please email
RHSCounseling@rtsd.org to schedule when you are ready!

 College, Career & Trades Fair (Students Only)
December 11, 2025 during Lunch & Learn, RHS Auditorium Lobby

 Volunteer Fair (Students only)
March 25, 2026 during Lunch & Learn, RHS Auditorium Lobby

« Spring Workshop Series

Lunch & Learn. Dates TBD « Attending College Abroad

. * Gap Year
Topics include: . . .
 Considerations for International
* College Athletes
Students

 Students with Learning Differences &
Academic Supports at the College Level
* Visual and Performing Arts

e Civil Service Fair (Students Only)
April 30, 2026 during Lunch & Learn, RHS Auditorium Lobby


mailto:RHSCounseling@rtsd.org
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RADNOR HIGH SCHOOL
COLLEGE “FIT” RESOURCES

SEARCH TOOLS & GUIDES
Scoir * www.appily.com
College Board: Big Future « www fairtest.org

Fiske Guide (Book) » www.collegeig.com

KE&W Guide to Colleges for Students with Leaming Differences (Book)
Common Data Set (Google “Common Data Set + [name of institution])
Mational Center for Education Statistics: College Navigator

US Department of Education: College Scorecard

COLLEGE COST RESEARCH
myintuition.org » studentaid gov
collegecost ed.gov/net-price pheaa.org

https.//studentaid.gow/aid-estimator/ hitps2/vwww raise.me/
Forbes: College Fi ial Grades 202+ https//educationdata.org/

RECOMMENDED READING
Dream School: Finding the College That's Right For You, by Jeffrey
Selingo
Who Gets In and Why, by Jeffrey Selingo
Where You Go is Not Who You'll Be, by Frank Bruni

Black Family's Guide fto College Admissions, by Timothy Fields and
Shereem Herndon-Brown

The Truth About College Admissions, by Brennan Barnard and Rick Clar

INTERESTING FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Challenge Success: The White Paper
Colleges That Change Lives: www.ctcl.org
The Right Way to Choose a College (Wall Street Journal)

Heport)
The Question Every College Applicant Should Ask (Forbes)

STAYING ORGANIZED https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1763
+ Use Scoir to build your list! Here is a helpful guide for managing your 053540/radnorcom/iuulbhfon2vd mdtbqynx/F
College list on Scoir itResearchResourceGuide2.pdf

[ ﬂ" Eradnorhscounselors



https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1763053540/radnorcom/iuu1bhfon2vdmdtbqynx/FitResearchResourceGuide2.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1763053540/radnorcom/iuu1bhfon2vdmdtbqynx/FitResearchResourceGuide2.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1763053540/radnorcom/iuu1bhfon2vdmdtbqynx/FitResearchResourceGuide2.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1763053540/radnorcom/iuu1bhfon2vdmdtbqynx/FitResearchResourceGuide2.pdf

Final Thoughts

* Your future, your experience. Don't listen to the noise.

* You will end up where you are meant to be!

» Give your parents a little grace — they're figuring out this
college process right alongside you.

N,

* Remember: Success isn’t one path — it’s finding the right fit for you.



RADNORHSCOUNSELORS

Thank youl!

Kellie McGavin-Wiedlich: kellie.wiedlich@rtsd.org
Sarah Pace: sarah.pace@rtsd.org
Rachelle Gough: rachelle.gough@rtsd.org
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