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CVC 231
 A bicycle is a device upon which a person

may ride, propelled exclusively by human
power, except as provided in Section
312.5, through a belt, chain, or gears, and
having one or more wheels. A person
riding a bicycle is subject to the
provisions of this code specified in
Sections 21200 and 21200.5. An electric
bicycle is a bicycle.

CVC 312.5
 (a) An “electric bicycle” is a bicycle 

equipped with fully operable pedals and 
an electric motor that does not exceed
750 watts of power.



CVC 312.5(a)(1)

 A “class 1 electric bicycle,” or “low-speed
pedal-assisted electric bicycle,” is a bicycle
equipped with a motor that provides
assistance only when the rider is pedaling,
that is not capable of exclusively propelling
the bicycle that ceases to provide assistance
when the bicycle reaches the speed of 20
miles per hour, and that is not capable of
providing assistance to reach speeds greater
than 20 miles per hour.

Class 1



CVC 312.5(a)(2)

 A “class 2 electric bicycle,” or “low-speed 
throttle-assisted electric bicycle,” is a 
bicycle equipped with a motor that may 
be used exclusively to propel the bicycle, 
and that is not capable of providing 
assistance when the bicycle reaches the 
speed of 20 miles per hour.

Class 2



CVC 312.5(a)(3)

 A “class 3 electric bicycle,” or “speed pedal-
assisted electric bicycle,” is a bicycle 
equipped with a motor that provides 
assistance only when the rider is pedaling, 
that is not capable of exclusively propelling 
the bicycle, and that ceases to provide 
assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed 
of 28 miles per hour, and equipped with a 
speedometer.

Class 3







No pedals

Not powered by human propulsion

 Powered only by throttle

Over 750 watts

 Speed greater than 20 mph

Designed as Off-Highway Vehicles (OHV)













CVC 21212(a)
 A person under 18 years of age shall not operate a bicycle, a nonmotorized scooter, or a skateboard, nor 

wear in-line or roller skates, nor ride upon a bicycle, a nonmotorized scooter, or a skateboard as a 
passenger, unless that person is wearing a properly fitted and fastened bicycle helmet that meets the 
standards of either the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) or the United States 
Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC)



CVC 400(a)
 A “motorcycle” is a motor vehicle 

having a seat or saddle for the use of 
the rider, designed to travel on not 
more than three wheels in contact with 
the ground.

CVC 405
 A “motor-driven cycle” is any 

motorcycle with a motor that displaces 
less than 150 cubic centimeters (CCs). 

*A 150cc engine typically produces between 8 to 
18 horsepower, but can vary depending on the 
engine’s design, type, and application.*



CVC 406(a)
 A “motorized bicycle” or “moped” is a 

two-wheeled or three-wheeled device 
having fully operative pedals for 
propulsion by human power, or having 
no pedals if powered solely by electrical 
energy, and an automatic transmission 
and a motor that produces less than 4 
gross brake horsepower and is capable 
of propelling the device at a maximum 
speed of not more than 30 miles per 
hour on level ground.

*A 50cc engine typically produces between 2 to 3 
horsepower.*















CVC 4000(a)(1)
 A person shall not drive, move, or leave standing upon a highway, or in an offstreet public parking facility, any 

motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, pole or pipe dolly, or logging dolly, unless it is registered and the 
appropriate fees have been paid under this code or registered under the permanent trailer identification 
program, except that an off-highway motor vehicle which displays an identification plate or device issued by 
the department pursuant to Section 38010 may be driven, moved, or left standing in an offstreet public parking 
facility without being registered or paying registration fees.

OHV Registration Stickers



CVC 12500
 (a) A person may not drive a motor vehicle upon a highway, unless the person then holds a valid driver’s 

license issued under this code, except those persons who are expressly exempted under this code.
 (b) A person may not drive a motorcycle, motor-driven cycle, or motorized bicycle upon a highway, unless the 

person then holds a valid driver’s license or endorsement issued under this code for that class.
 (c) A person may not drive a motor vehicle in or upon any offstreet parking facility, unless the person then 

holds a valid driver’s license of the appropriate class or certification to operate the vehicle.





CVC 27803
 (a) A driver and any passenger shall wear a safety helmet meeting the requirements established pursuant to 

Section 27802 when riding on a motorcycle, motor-driven cycle, or motorized bicycle.
 (b) It is unlawful to operate a motorcycle, motor-driven cycle, or motorized bicycle if the driver or any 

passenger is not wearing a safety helmet as required by subdivision (a).
 (c) It is unlawful to ride as a passenger on a motorcycle, motor-driven cycles, or motorized bicycle if the 

driver or any passenger is not wearing a safety helmet as required by subdivision (a).

CVC 16028(a)
 Every person who drives a motor vehicle upon a highway shall provide evidence of financial responsibility for the 

vehicle that is in effect at the time the demand is made.



FREQUENTLY 
ASKED 

QUESTIONS (FAQ)

Can E-Motorcycles be legally operated 
on the highways, streets, sidewalks, bike 
paths, bike lanes, or off-street parking 
facilities?

 NO. These vehicles do not meet the definition of an 
electric bicycle or moped and therefore are only 
allowed to be operated in OHV (Off Highway 
Vehicle) designated areas or on private property.

Does adding aftermarket operable 
pedals to an electric off-highway 
motorcycle reclassify it as an electric 
bicycle?

 NO. Due to the motors on electric off-highway 
motorcycles exceeding the 750-watt limit, they do 
not meet the definition of an electric bicycle, 
regardless of having operable pedals.



FREQUENTLY 
ASKED 

QUESTIONS (FAQ)

Can an electric motorcycle off-highway 
motorcycle such as a Sur-Ron, Talaria, or 
Segway be converted to street legal?

 NO. Per California DMV, “Any motorcycle or 
vehicle originally manufactured for off-highway use 
cannot be converted for on-highway use, unless it is 
manufactured for dual purposes.”

 Off-highway electric motorcycles are specifically 
designed for off-highway use (per the 
manufacturer’s owner manual) therefore they 
cannot be retrofitted with aftermarket equipment 
(lighting, braking, etc.) to make them eligible for 
on-highway registration. 

 The classification of an off-highway motorcycle may 
be confirmed by the absence of a 17-digit vehicle 
identification number (VIN) and other information 
labels required under Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standards (FMVSS).



CVC 407.5
 (a) A “motorized scooter” is any two-wheeled device that has handlebars, has either a 

floorboard that is designed to be stood upon when riding or a seat and footrests in place of 
the floorboard, and is powered by an electric motor. This device may also be designed to be 
powered by human propulsion. For purposes of this section, a motorcycle, as defined in 
Section 400, a motor-driven cycle, as defined in Section 405, or a motorized bicycle or 
moped, as defined in Section 406, is not a motorized scooter.
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