
Hello Lawrence Public Schools community,

As we wrap up the first quarter of the school year next week, our buildings are full of 
energy, learning, and community spirit. I am inspired daily by the displays of dignity and 
by the many ways our students, teachers, staff, and families work together to create 
safe, supportive learning environments. This past week, it was energizing to see our 
community come together for the celebration of both Free State High School and 
Lawrence High School Homecoming Parades and activities. 

I was also honored to join the Haskell community in reflection and walk to observe the 
National Day of Remembrance on Tuesday afternoon, a moving reminder of history
and resilience.
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We recently celebrated two outstanding LPS second-year educators named 2026 KSDE
Horizon Award finalists: Kyra Jumper, first grade teacher at Schwegler Elementary,
and Brayden Yoder-Mulkey, band director at Liberty Memorial Central Middle School.
With support from the Lawrence Schools Foundation and Truity, these recognitions were
made even more meaningful by the cheers of their students and colleagues, and these
individuals will now move forward for state level recognition.

We also saw remarkable student achievements on display at Lawrence High School’s
Portfolio Day where more than 120 students presented their work in art, design,
architecture, and media to visiting colleges and industry professionals. Feedback from
those guests affirmed what we already know, that the creativity and talent of our
students are among the best in the nation. 

It was an unforgettable and inspiring morning last Friday at the Lawrence Schools
Foundation’s 23rd Annual Community Education Breakfast. Held at KU's Burge
Union, complete with marching bands from both high schools and cheer squads, the
sold-out crowd raised approximately $142,000 to support Lawrence Public Schools. The
event honored four outstanding seniors from the Class of 2026 as this year’s
Foundation Student Champions: Carlos Gomez Cordova and Joshua (Josh)
Galbreath from Lawrence High School, and Sara Kumar and Aiden Murray from
Free State High School. Featured speaker, Jerod Nieder, FSHS Class of 2001, of
Positively Paralyzed, shared insights as a powerful advocate and storyteller for
accessibility and inclusion. In a surprise announcement, the Foundation introduced the
Jerod Nieder Endowment Fund and Scholarship, launched with a $10,000 gift from his
classmates, friends, and family to ensure his legacy of advocacy continues.

Looking ahead, Lawrence Public Schools is hosting a free Fall 2025 College and
Career Night on Thurs., October 23, in partnership with the Kansas Association of
Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers. The event will be held at the Lied Center
of Kansas from 6:30–8 p.m., with representatives from more than 50 universities,
community colleges, and trade schools available to share educational and scholarship
opportunities. High School transition coordinators will also host a 6–7 p.m. panel on
Post-Secondary Services for students with IEPs and 504 plans. Families can register now
at app.strivescan.com/students.

High-quality public schools are a natural indicator of engaged, supportive and caring
communities. Thank you for celebrating so many great fall moments with us and for
continuing to partner alongside our students and teachers, staff, and families. In
working together, we are building learning, belonging, and success for every child, and
a promising future for our Lawrence community.

Sincerely,

Dr. Jeanice Kerr Swift
Superintendent of Schools
Lawrence Public Schools
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Recent Highlights

LHS Students Wow Visitors with
Amazing Art During Portfolio
Day 2025
Over 120 students at Lawrence High
School spent the day showcasing their
talents, and their best art work, to visiting
college representatives during the school's
annual Portfolio Day.

Read More

Preschool Playgrounds Open to
Lawrence's Littlest Learners
Lawrence's littlest learners wasted no time
testing out the new
preschool playgrounds which recently
opened at Sunflower and Woodlawn
Elementary.

Read More

How We Ensure Safety:
Rigorous, Required
Background Checks for
All Employees
In Lawrence Public Schools, safety will
always remain our top priority. This
commitment includes proactive and
robust measures to ensure staff are
thoroughly screened ahead of beginning
work, and responding immediately when
concerns arise.

Read More
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Who We Are:
Celebrating Lawrence’s
Legacy of Heart, Hope,
Commitment, and
Community
It was an unforgettable and inspiring
morning last Friday at the Lawrence
Schools Foundation’s 23rd Annual
Community Education Breakfast. Held at
KU's Burge Union, it brought together a
sold-out crowd of hundreds celebrating
the 40-year legacy of incredible support
for Lawrence kids.

Read More

Firebird Faithful Flock to Watch
the 2025 FSHS Homecoming
Parade
Lawrence birdwatchers flocked to the
sidewalks to catch a glimpse of a Firebird
fly-by at Lawrence Free State High
School's Homecoming Parade.

Read More

Hundreds Cheer on the Chesty
Lions During the 2025 LHS
Homecoming Parade
A roaring crowd of Lawrencians in the
hundreds cheered along the roadside
as the Chesty Lions marched through
town for Lawrence High
School's Homecoming Parade.

Read More

Important Dates
Thursday, Oct. 9 - End of First Quarter
Friday, Oct. 10 - No School EC-12
Thursday, Oct. 16 - No School EC-8, Parent/Teacher Conferences
Friday, Oct. 17 - No School EC-12, Parent/Teacher Conferences
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Upcoming Events
STEM Career Fair (LPS Educational Support Center, 110 McDonald Dr.) -
Wednesday, Oct. 15 from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.

College & Career Night (at the Lied Center) - Thursday, Oct. 23 from 6:30 to 8:00
pm

Educator Hiring Fair (LPS Educational Support Center, 110 McDonald Dr.) -
Thursday, Oct. 23 from 4:00 to 6:00 pm

AVID Literacy Family Night (West Middle School Library, 2700 Harvard Rd.) -
Tuesday, Nov. 4 from 6:00 -7:00 p.m.

View Upcoming Events Calendar
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