
After High 
School 
Options
Where will you go after 
Graduation?



Go directly into the 
workforce or get job 

training

Learn hands on training 
in a specific field and 

earn a certificate

Learn a trade through 
hands on experience

AE offer career training 
programs that lead 

directly to employment 
opportunities

Earn an Associates 
degree, transfer to a 
university or earn a 
certificate in a trade

Work or Job Training Trade School Apprenticeship

Military Adult Education Community College & 
UniversityThe military has five 

branches: the Air Force, 
Army, Coast Guard, 

Marine Corps, and Navy. 



Go to Work!
1. Resume   How to write a resume  

2. Interview Tips

3. Student JOB List

4. Job Search Engines

5. Job Search Tips

6. Job Training Programs:  Click here

Get Experience by Volunteering!
    Teen Volunteer   Volunteer Match

https://www.thebalancecareers.com/high-school-resume-template-2063264
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1WKX8x0wpnPz_5B2yTcIguJ9ZWsrOwbzSYcCtU7C6j_M/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/first-job-interview-tips-2061337
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VMUukNWaa49Oab0lJnifWrNQ4r4JoeNPJczRpWoHIw0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.thebalancemoney.com/search?q=job+search+engines
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/job-search-tips-for-high-school-students-2060904
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o98Uu3NQ06KHKiwl7NnXEu3hikzMFClLiS5MbL5PZFk/edit?usp=sharing
https://teensvolunteer.org/volunteer-opportunities/?fwp_location=contra-costa-county
https://www.volunteermatch.org/


Trade Schools & Community College
Thinking about pursuing a trade career after graduating 

high school? Trades are professions like electrician, 
plumber, welder, auto-mechanic, construction, carpenter 

- generally professions that require specific training and 
manual work.

Examples of Trade Schools:

Paul Mitchell The School
Universal Technical Institute
Unitek
Gurnick
Contra Costa Medical Career College
Carrington College
Urban Barber College
Paris Beauty College
                                
➔  Manufacturing Careers

➔  Vocational  Trades at Community Colleges

➔ Allied Health Medical Training Programs

➔ Diagnostic Radiologic Technology Schools

➔ RN Programs 

➔ Cosmetology/Barber Schools

Did you know??
Community Colleges offer 

Career Technical Programs!!

➔ Fire Technology
              Police academy

➔ List of Trade Schools in California

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hVr313TnQlo
https://paulmitchell.edu/eastbay
https://www.uti.edu/
https://www.unitekcollege.edu/
https://www.gurnick.edu/campus-locations/concord-ca/
https://www.ccmcc.edu/
https://carrington.edu/location/pleasant-hill-california/
https://urbanbarbercollege.com/concord/
http://parisbeautycollege.com/
https://bayareamanufacturingcareers.com/programs-by-career.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zMvQ2DjoJ0eCvs99DsHx5VjTfHo-2rss/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qbkgknbTg1J3MUmYSHADWP1K9izOjyMXc-uqvhVxYgw/edit?tab=t.9hzpi3nte0vs
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CEH/DRSEM/CDPH%20Document%20Library/RHB/Schools/X-raySchoolList.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CEH/DRSEM/CDPH%20Document%20Library/RHB/Schools/X-raySchoolList.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ndvPjP2ZFSwu8CZuZKzsVDDs1n2lNYNFOGpdhNOtno0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.cccco.edu/Students/Find-a-College
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1phKuKqy0wQfQuGopgsEfGTp-iky8ltAnMSsRsX7hCGc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1phKuKqy0wQfQuGopgsEfGTp-iky8ltAnMSsRsX7hCGc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.free-4u.com/Trade-Schools/California-Trade-Schools.html#google_vignette


What is an 
Apprenticeship?

Get into a Union Job!

Cal Apprenticeship

Find an apprenticeship

Los Medanos College 

Diablo Valley College

Bay Area Apprenticeship 
Programs

Bay Area Construction 
Apprenticeship Guidebook

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=okIB65YlwaM
http://www.calapprenticeship.org/
https://www.dir.ca.gov/databases/das/aigstart.asp
https://www.losmedanos.edu/constructiontech/
https://www.dvc.edu/academics/explore-our-programs/pre-apprenticeship
https://baccc.net/apprenticeship/home/
https://baccc.net/apprenticeship/home/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zs0XwvolGUqYh-lsqCFNw8Bv_tTbJvNU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zs0XwvolGUqYh-lsqCFNw8Bv_tTbJvNU/view?usp=sharing


What is the military? In simple terms, 
the U.S. Armed Forces are made up of 
the six military branches: Air Force, 
Army, Coast Guard, Marine Corps, 
Navy and, most recently, Space Force.

Military Requirements to join the U.S. military | USAGov

http://www.military.com/air-force
http://www.military.com/army
http://www.military.com/coast-guard
http://www.military.com/marine-corps
http://www.military.com/navy
https://www.military.com/space-force
https://www.usa.gov/join-military


Adult Education
Mt. Diablo Adult Ed.
Allied Health; Medical & Dental Assisting, 
CNA, EMT, Surgical Tech. CPR,
Office & Computer Programs

Martinez Adult Ed.
Programs: Business Training, Optical 
Assistant, CAD+Multimedia, Criminal 
Justice Training 

Pittsburg Adult Ed.
Allied Health; Administrative 
Medical Assistant, CNA Medical 
Billing & Coding, EMT, CPR

https://mdae.mdusd.org/programs/ctec
https://mae.martinezusd.net/31855_2
https://www.pittsburg.k12.ca.us/paec


College
4 systems of Higher Education

University of 
California (UC)

Community 
College

Program Search

California State 
University (CSU)

Independent & 
Private 

Universities

  2-3 year College
 113 campuses

4 year University
23 Campuses

4 year University
9  Campuses

4 year University
77 Campuses

Los Medanos 
Diablo Valley
Contra Costa

CSU East Bay
San Francisco State
Sacramento State

UC Berkeley
UC Davis
UC  Santa Cruz

St. Mary’s College, HBCU
University of San Francisco
Samuel Meritt University

Which university/college
 offers my major?  
Click here to explore!

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/campuses-majors/
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/campuses-majors/
https://www.cccco.edu/-/media/CCCCO-Website/About-Us/Divisions/Educational-Services-and-Support/Academic-Affairs/What-we-do/Curriculum-and-Instruction-Unit/Middle-College-High-School/MCHS_Map_pdf.pdf?la=en&hash=36EA7494F8207153BD116D13250172359D2B424A
https://www.cccco.edu/-/media/CCCCO-Website/About-Us/Divisions/Educational-Services-and-Support/Academic-Affairs/What-we-do/Curriculum-and-Instruction-Unit/Middle-College-High-School/MCHS_Map_pdf.pdf?la=en&hash=36EA7494F8207153BD116D13250172359D2B424A
https://www.cccco.edu/Students/Find-a-College
https://www.calstate.edu/how-to-get-to-calstate/Pages/explore-csu-campuses-majors.aspx
https://www.calstate.edu/how-to-get-to-calstate/Pages/explore-csu-campuses-majors.aspx
https://aiccu.edu/page/CollegeGuide
https://aiccu.edu/page/CollegeGuide
https://aiccu.edu/page/CollegeGuide
https://www.csusb.edu/cal-soap/prepare-college/california-state-university-schools
https://www.csusb.edu/cal-soap/prepare-college/california-state-university-schools
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/campuses-majors/
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/campuses-majors/
https://aiccu.edu/page/ourcolleges
https://aiccu.edu/page/ourcolleges
https://www.losmedanos.edu/
https://www.dvc.edu/
https://www.contracosta.edu/
https://www.csueastbay.edu/
https://www.sfsu.edu/
https://www.csus.edu/
https://www.berkeley.edu/
https://www.ucdavis.edu/
https://www.ucsc.edu/
https://www.stmarys-ca.edu/
https://hbculifestyle.com/list-of-hbcu-schools/
https://www.usfca.edu/
https://www.samuelmerritt.edu/
https://career.berkeley.edu/start-exploring/majors-to-career/what-can-i-do-with-a-major-in/


Admissions Requirements

Community 
College

High School 
Diploma

CSU

A-G required 
Worksheet 

courses 2.5 
GPA,  No SAT

Or
 Transfer from 

Community 
College

UC

A-G required 
Worksheet  

3.0 GPA, No SAT

Or
Transfer from 

Community 
College

    

Private & 
Independent

Admissions Varies, 
Best to visit 
college for 

requirements, 
most accept the 

A-G, but not 
always required, 

SAT optional

 Or Transfer from 
Community College

**SAT & ACT tests are 
no longer used for 
admissions in UC and 
CSU.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gcxSKRT3RkM7I7rN08obgvm-mZJfryaRujRIsLloHAM/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gcxSKRT3RkM7I7rN08obgvm-mZJfryaRujRIsLloHAM/copy
https://www.calstate.edu/csu-system/news/Pages/trustees-vote-remove-SAT-ACT-standardized-tests-2022.aspx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gcxSKRT3RkM7I7rN08obgvm-mZJfryaRujRIsLloHAM/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gcxSKRT3RkM7I7rN08obgvm-mZJfryaRujRIsLloHAM/copy
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/15/us/SAT-scores-uc-university-of-california.html


What is A-G?
Courses required for  

university admission, fulfilled 
in high school.

Ygnacio Valley High
A-G Worksheet

  Ygnacio Valley High Course Catalog

Not sure? Ask your 
Counselor!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gcxSKRT3RkM7I7rN08obgvm-mZJfryaRujRIsLloHAM/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gcxSKRT3RkM7I7rN08obgvm-mZJfryaRujRIsLloHAM/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rPGX-seKqfDb8mo4tjPewqL0iahnWxSQlskhYimr7YI/edit#heading=h.o811fmhfxs5b


Tiered System Pathway to College
High School

Diploma

UC 
4–year

CSU 
4-year 

Private or 
Independent 

College 4-year

Community 
College 2 -year 

TRANSFER

Click here to Take a 
College Campus Tour!

4-Year University
UC,CSU,Private

*Community College 
Students may transfer 
as Juniors to a 4-year

https://www.dvc.edu/academics/transfer-programs/transfer-process
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZDJWdaIEXpR_wGFzHDNJaDCfxQ4nd40xjhFphU1Tgvw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZDJWdaIEXpR_wGFzHDNJaDCfxQ4nd40xjhFphU1Tgvw/edit?usp=sharing


What type of education can 
I get from going to college?



What is a Degree? An academic degree with a specified (MAJOR) is a qualification awarded to 
students upon successful completion of a course of study in higher education, usually 
at a college or university … 

Community College/ Career College  

● Associate’s Degree 2-3 years
● Career Technical Certificate 1-3 years
● Prepares student to transfer to a 4 year university

University – 4 years
Bachelor’s Degree
Bachelor of Arts (BA) / Bachelor of Science (BS)

Diploma
High School – 4 years

Learn more about Majors here

https://thebestschools.org/degrees/college-degree-levels/
https://career.berkeley.edu/start-exploring/majors-to-career/what-can-i-do-with-a-major-in/


Degrees after the BA/BS

Master’s Degree
M.ED. Teaching, MSW Social Work, MBA, Business 
Administration

University - 2 years or more

Doctorate Degrees: Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.), 
Doctor of Education (Ed.D.), Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) Law 
Degree (J.D) and more.

University - 3 years or more



What do you need to do to be prepared for college?

● Make sure you are on 
track with A-G courses.

● Keep up your grades! 
Colleges do not accept 
“D’s”. If you fail a course 
you need to take it again 
as a repeat.

● Take rigorous coursework 
such as IB or AP-Junior and 
Senior year. Join an 
academy; Health, 
Education or Engineering

● Get involved in school activities such as:
Sports, band, Interact Club, CSF, Leadership 
and other clubs.

● Get involved in Volunteering in the 
Community/Church. Service hours is huge 
for college applications

● Get a job, part time working shows 
responsibility, and commitment. Work at our 
cafeteria on campus.

● Attend College/Career Fairs, research 
colleges, come to the CC Events, and field 
trips! 

● Apply for Scholarships Senior year.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ThAkt1BLmkYhXVhiBVCuTBI0sP_y_zH41sN4YkjzWBA/edit


        Are you not sure what you want to pursue after high school?

Check out these websites where you can do career exploration 
and take personality assessments that

Matches you with a career & do Job/Career research!!

Career Planning & Exploration

Connect with a career at DVC/LMC/CCC through Career Coach!

Decision Making………………..

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kRFH73Uh51ymkhlZ6js8ARa6V6Osc-rbdFz0Ohag1bM/edit?usp=sharing
https://dvc.lightcastcc.com/?radius=&region=Contra%20Costa


Did you 
Know?

Financial Aid is available to 
go to college.

Click here to learn more….

https://www.csac.ca.gov/financial-aid-programs


CREDITS: This presentation template was 
created by Slidesgo, including icons by 
Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik.

THANK YOU!
Go to 

California Colleges.edu 
Create your account and 

begin College Exploration!

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
http://colleges.edu

