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District Parent & Family Engagement Policy 

“In support of strengthening student academic achievement, each local educational agency (LEA) that receives Title I, Part A funds 
must develop jointly with, agree on with, and distribute to, parents of participating children a written parent and family engagement 
policy that contains information required by Section 1116(a)(2) of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The policy 
establishes the LEA’s expectations for parental engagement and describes how the LEA will implement specific parental 
engagement activities.” 

Purpose Santa Maria Independent School District is committed to providing a high-quality education 
for each student by developing and maintaining relationships with families and the 
community. One way we continue to do so is by participating in the Title I, Part A State 
Program. This program provides funding for low socioeconomic schools. In return, we 
promise to meet the expectations laid out for us by the Texas Education Agency and the 
United States Department of Education. Therefore, Santa Maria Independent School 
District is committed to the following: 

Goal 4, Objective 2 
Activity/Strategy 3. 

➢​ Will jointly develop/revise with parents the district parent and family engagement 
policy and make it available on the district website.  

Building Capacities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goal 4, Objective 1 
Activity/Strategy  

3. 
 
 

6. 
1. 

 
 

8. 
 
 
 

1.​ Provide assistance to families in understanding topics such as: the challenging 
State academic standards, state and local assessments, as well as how to monitor 
a child’s progress and how to work with educators to improve the achievement of 
their children. ESSA Section 1116 (e)(2) 

a.​ Report Cards 
b.​ Progress Reports 
c.​ Individualized student reports regarding their child’s performance on the 

State Assessment. 
i.​ The State’s Performance Standards can be found in the following 

website: 
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-perfor
mance-standards 

d.​ Parent Portal keeps parents informed about students’ attendance and 
grades.  

e.​ MAP Growth Reports 
2.​ Provide materials and training to parents so that they may work with their children 

to improve their academic achievement. ESSA 1116 (e)(2) 
a.​ Each campus will provide parents information regarding curriculum 

requirements in the four core areas of Reading/ELA, Math, Science, and 
Social Studies as requested. 

b.​ All campuses will provide support for school transitions 
c.​ SMISD will provide parents with information regarding college and other 

post high school opportunities for students. 
3.​ Educate teachers, specialized instruction support personnel, principals, other 

school leaders and staff with the assistance to parents, in the value and utility of 
contributions of parents/families, and in how to reach out, communicate with, and 
work with parents as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent programs, 

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-performance-standards
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-performance-standards


 

 
 
 

16. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goal 4, Objective 3 
Activity/Strategy 

1. 

and build ties between the parents and the school. ESSA 1116 (e)(3) 
a.​ Presentation regarding the Parent & Family Engagement Program during 

staff development. 
4.​ To the extent feasible and appropriate, Santa Maria ISD shall coordinate and 

integrate parent and family engagement programs and activities with other 
Federal, State, and Local programs and activities. ESSA 1116 (a)(2)(c) and (e)(4) 

a.​ SMISD will provide parents and community members the opportunity to 
attend school events such as: Back-to-School Bash, Meet the Teacher 
Night, Open House and more to be active participants in their child’s 
education.  

5.​ Will ensure that information related to school and parent/family programs, 
meetings, and other activities is sent to parents/families in a format and language 
they can understand. ESSA 1116 (e)(5) 

a.​ SMISD will provide communications of district events on the Santa Maria 
ISD Website and Facebook Page in English and Spanish.  

6.​ Provide other reasonable support for parental engagement activities under this 
section as parents may request. ESSA 1116 (e)(14) 

Evaluations 
 
 
 

12. 

Santa Maria Independent School District will conduct an annual evaluation of the content 
and effectiveness of the parent and family engagement policy in improving the academic 
quality of Title 1, Part A participating schools. ESSA 1116 (a)(2)(d) The Title 1, Part A 
Parent & Family Engagement Survey, is distributed to parents/families and seeks to 

I.​ Identify barriers that inhibit greater participation 
II.​ Identify needs of parents/families to assist with the learning of their 

children 
III.​ Identify strategies to support successful school and family interactions 

➢​ The findings will be used to design evidence-based strategies for more effective 
parent and family engagement and to revise, if necessary, the parent and family 
engagement policies   

Funding Santa Maria Independent School District will involve parents of children served under Title 
1, Part A in deciding how Title 1, Part A funds are spent. (campus Title 1, Part A meetings) 

●​ Title 1, Part A district and campus meetings are scheduled on different 
dates and times to allow parents to choose which works best for them. 

How to get Involved 
 
 
 

Goal 4, Objective 2 
Activity/Strategy 

1 & 2 

●​ Parents are encouraged to actively participate in their children’s education at home 
and school.  

●​ Parents may volunteer at their child’s school. 
●​ Parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, 

in decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their 
children.  

○​ Examples: Parent Advisory Council (PAC), Migrant PAC, School Health 
Advisory Council (SHAC), Site-Based Decision Making Committee 
(SBDM) 

●​  Santa Maria ISD will collaborate with parents and families to develop the District 
Improvement Plan and Campus Improvement Plan. 


