
 RMS-CES Family,
As temperatures dips, most leaves have fallen, and the term ‘flurries’ reappears in our
forecast. There is a definite presence of a season change. Fall always causes me to pause and
reflect with gratitude and I am thankful for students, parents and staff for all they have done
to create such a positive and supportive start to the school year. Below are a few updates as
we head into the second quarter…

We have continued to promote student engagement at RMS and across the district. Our
students have done reflection before conferences and 95% of our students indicate that
they have seen and used the “Engage to Learn” framework in classes and 90% of
students identify they are able to identify their own level of engagement. We appreciate
any and all support to encourage your child to stay curious and engaged in their
learning. 
We’re excited to launch STEM IRL, a lunchtime speaker series connecting students with
real-world STEM careers. If you or someone you know would like to inspire our students
by sharing your career story, please complete the STEM IRL Speaker Interest Form.
Please know that we will be honoring Veterans on November 11th (Veterans Day), by
having grade level wide assemblies in the Media Center during Boost.
As we head into colder temperatures, just a reminder that we will still try to go outside
as much as we possibly can for recess, PE, and some classrooms. I encourage students to
begin wearing a coat as this time of year temps can change rapidly and unexpectedly.
Please know that Quarter 1 grades have been posted in your Infinite Campus parent
portal. If you have questions about your child’s grades please connect with teachers as
needed.
  Academic Planners are a digital resource that you can use to help your child see what is
happening in the classroom. 

We have had a fantastic school year so far and we are seeing students do amazing things in
their learning in the classroom. We are grateful for their growth in and out of the classroom!  

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend ahead!

Have a great day! 
Paul Warzecha, Principal
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From the Principal

At RMS-CES, students are empowered to become innovators through
engaging, authentic and developmentally appropriate opportunities, access to

a strong academic foundation, and a commitment to lifelong learning.
We are a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) School

with a focus on Environmental Studies.

NOVEMBER 2025

UPCOMING
DATES:

11/11/25
Veterans Day

11/21/25-11/23/25
RAS Musical

11/26/25-11/28/25
Fall Break

12/4/25 
RMS Band Concert

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1--Ahyo-d_KY7cIdIigygyreJf4qIWG6C/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOLytu_Chk5idBuoA26DdBVOu1qisfSfUmcmcwOx_nDUycGA/viewform
https://sites.google.com/rockford.k12.mn.us/rms-ces-academic-portal/academic-portal/academic-planners
https://sites.google.com/rockford.k12.mn.us/rms-ces-academic-portal/academic-portal/academic-planners


As many of you are aware the need this year is greater than ever. As we lean into the
Thanksgiving season I am asking you to consider donating this year to our community partner

Riverworks. They are an incredible organization that provides food, meals, clothing and
assistance to our students and families in the Rockford Community. It sounds like they are in

great need this year of our support.  

We are asking for a huge push from our Rockford School District Staff and Teachers to ease the
need for them to provide assistance to our Rockford Community members. 

Riverworks Donate Now 

To make your donation today please use the QR Code which will take you to a drop-down box. At
the drop-box choose Rockford School Food Drive and complete your donation.  
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https://riverworks.method.ws/apps/Public.aspx#/e4aceca7-dd6a-471b-9cb0-bade93bbaea9/ODRaYU80SGd3NUtOdzdTWnNzTGFxUS0t


WEB Leaders will be

assigned a 5th grade Boost

class for the entire year

to build relationships, lead

activities, and  allow the

Leaders the opportunity to

pass on some valuable

information about being

successful in middle school.
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Staff Leaders: Mr. Madson, Mrs. Russell,

Mrs. Wirth, & Ms. Engstrom

WEB (Where Everybody Belongs) is a mentorship program that welcomes the
f ifth grade class on the f irst day of school as well as continues to support them
throughout their f irst year of middle school. Our desire is to offer support for
the f ifth grade class as well as help give our eighth graders the opportunity to

become leaders and mentors throughout the school year.

2025-2026 WEB LEADERS: Bridger C, Colton G, Bailey M, Audrey M,
Russell P, Cole A, Camilla H, Edrin X, Thaddeus P, Vance B-P, Natalie Z,

Samantha F, Douglas S, Reese R, Cora S, Gabbi A, Treynor S, Joey P,
Lydia T
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RMS-CES‌
 The Future is Bright at Rockford Middle School! 

Meet our 2025–2026 Rockford Middle School Student Council. This
group is a powerhouse of leaders ready to spark school spirit, bring fresh

ideas, and make every student voice count!
Guiding the way are our 8th Grade Council Co-Leaders: Tony Barwu,

Evan Bakken, Douglas Stark, and Xander Valiant. 
Supporting them are our amazing Grade Level Representatives:

7th Grade: Samuel Oluwafemi & Aubrielle Marx
6th Grade: Amelia Radde & Keaton Schultz
5th Grade: Conley Freed & Clara Braaten

This team is ready to launch into action, building community, inspiring
pride, and taking RMS to new heights. 

With leaders like these, RMS is ready to soar!  
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Stop by the school store! 
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Student Support Services
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RMS Nurse Lindsey

Parents: 
20 seconds
could save
your and
your kids

weeks in bed
this cold &
flu season

Parents: 
Nurse Lindsey is
starting a hand

hygiene program for
our 5th graders to
help them build

healthy habits and
stay well this year

and will be teaching
a lesson in the
classroom in
November. 
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5th Grade Baker Field Trip
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Annual Deep portage Experience

with our 6  Gradersth

STAFF

PARENT
VOLUNTEERS

Parent
Volunteers
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6th Grade Happenings



6th Grade Happenings
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Challenge by
Choice

Deep Portage
Poems
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Deep Portage 2025
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Deep Portage 2025



Fifth graders began the year navigating the challenges of middle school, such as learning
their locker combinations and finding their way between classes. After some adjustment

and familiarity, Language Arts students then began discovering what they value most. They
created "Top Ten" lists of things they can't live without. Some of the items that made their

lists were: Friends, Family, Faith, Pets, Favorite foods/sweets, Sports and other activities

In support of their school's environmental focus, students created "Nature Bookmarks".
They collected natural items from the outdoor learning spaces. Fifth graders used these
items to design their own unique reading bookmarks, with no two looking exactly alike. 

Students also began learning about genres. To prepare for an upcoming quiz, the fifth
graders engaged in several review activities. 

"I Have...Who Has..." game: A full-class activity used to review the genres they had
learned.

Small groups collaborated to play Quizlet, a digital learning tool, as another review
method. 

Fifth graders are off to a great start of the year in Language Arts!

RMS-CES| POINTS OF PRIDE
5th Grade LA-Mrs. Mateyka



 Earlier this fall, LA8 students studied the Oglala
Lakota culture, which also helped us gain a better

perspective on how Native Americans value
Nature. The teenage writers who contributed to
the book, Walking on Earth & Touching the Sky,
attend the Red Cloud Indian School on the Pine
Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota and

have written about their relationships with Unci
Maka, Grandmother Earth. Since our School

Forest provides a perfect backdrop, we headed up
the hill and worked through a “Poetry in the
Forest” activity. Rotating through different

stations, students read and analyzed a selection of
poems from the book. From there, they let their
inner poet shine and wrote a Haiku based on

their observations in Nature.  Next, we moved on
and met the “master of the macabre”, Edgar Allan
Poe before studying his short story, “The Tell-Tale
Heart”. While reading, students analyzed his use
of Dramatic Irony, Mood, Tone, and Suspense
Techniques. After all, we are in the “spooky

season” of October!

RMS-CES| POINTS OF PRIDE
8th Grade LA-Ms. Hendrickson


