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ESCNJ Celebrates Tenth Anniversary of Broadband Co-op
by Saving Millions of Dollars for Taxpayers and Schools

More than 500 educational and municipal organizations have benefited from the New Jersey
Digital Readiness for Learning and Assessment Project (NJDRLAP) since its launch in 2015.

PISCATAWAY - November 4, 2025 —The Educational Services Commission of New Jersey
(ESCNJ) recently marked the tenth year of its NJDRLAP cooperative purchasing initiative. The
program has bundled demand for broadband access to save millions of dollars for 502 public
organizations since 2015.

“Our broadband program has become a hallmark of the co-op’s mission to lower costs for
taxpayers,” said Nadia Romano, ESCNJ Superintendent. “It proves that schools and
municipalities can save money and improve services through the power of cooperative
purchasing.”

The NJDRLAP initiative was launched in partnership with the New Jersey Department of
Education to help schools improve broadband access for standardized tests. It has grown to
become the preferred Internet purchasing vehicle for hundreds of educational institutions, with
70 schools and 373 districts using the program. By its tenth year, the broadband co-op has
already benefited 63 percent of all the school districts in New Jersey and approximately 860,000
students statewide.

Schools use the program because it is trustworthy, convenient, and saves them money. The
ESCNI has a long track record of managing complex technology procurements for hundreds of
public organizations. By aggregating their purchasing power, the ESCNJ drives down the costs
for technology services and makes those savings available to its members.

Average speeds are up, with available bandwidth exceeding 2,000 Megabits per second (Mbps)
per school district. And, average costs are down, with monthly Internet prices today $10 less per


mailto:jonathan@jaffecom.com

Mbps compared to prices before the NJDRLAP program. For a standard 1,000 Mbps connection,
the savings are about $120,000 for every district. That’s enough to keep a teacher in a classroom.
Statewide, the estimated annual savings to school districts are $70 million.

It’s not just schools that benefit from the program. Sixty-three municipal organizations have used
the broadband co-op to save money too, along with libraries, public colleges and universities,
and local agencies. These co-op contracts provide millions of New Jersey residents quality
technical services for an affordable price.

Last year, a team of independent economists released a research report validating the
cost-savings benefits of the broadband co-op. The researchers said, “Bundling demand can
obtain similar cost savings to the schools (and greater bandwidth-adjusted savings) compared to
the E-rate subsidy program and at no cost to taxpayers.” E-rate is a federal grant program for
schools and libraries.

The ESCNJ plans to reauthorize the NJDRLAP initiative next year with new technology
contracts. “We expect the broadband co-op to deliver significant cost-savings and outstanding
services for many years to come,” said Nadia Romano.

For more information and statistics about how the ESCNJ’s broadband co-op has benefited
schools and municipalities across New Jersey, please read our NJDRLAP Tenth Annual Update

& NJDRLAP Update 2025 06NOV25.pdf .
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