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A Turn for Turning Point Academy

The Educational Services Commission of New Jersey Makes Upgrades to
Middlesex County’s Juvenile Detention Center

NORTH BRUNSWICK-October 13, 2025—-The Educational Services Commission of New
Jersey (ESCNJ), which provides daily instruction for 30-50 juveniles through its “Turning
Point Academy” at the site, has just completed a $120,000 wgrade for the classrooms and
teacher workspaces.

This much -needed improvement demonstrates respect, support, and care for the
incarcerated youth, as the leadership at the Juvenile Detention Center invests in
transforming their lives.

“Earlier this year,we toured the instructional areas at Turning Point Academy and it quickly
became evident that the classrooms had not had a fresh coat of paint in years,” said ESCNJ
Schools Superintendent Nadia Romano. “The physical appearance did not emphasize the
importance of learning. We needed to quickly renovate the space to underscore that this is
an ESCNJ school, despite being in a detention center, and that there are certain standards
to follow.”

Since 2017, ESCNJ has been providing educational programming aligned  with state
standards for youth incarcerated at the juvenile detention center in North Brunswick. While
the juveniles await their cases to be adjudicated through the court system, the facility
provides short-term and long-term secure custody. The center indudes space for housing
and meals, an indoor basketball court, outdoor athletic fields and the Turning Point
Academy.
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“As part of our comprehensive renovation plan, we did a professional deep clean of all the
educationalspaces,” explained ESCNJAssistant Superintendent Dr. Matthew Scanlon. “We
had workers strip and wax the floors, paint the walls and replace worn carpeting in the
lounge area outside ofthe classrooms and offices.”

Dr. Scanlon noted that a significant part of the project was the procurement of the correct
furniture, including student chairs and worktables, which must complywith the strict safety
standards ofa detention center to avoid injuries.

“The classrooms, teacher workspaces, and common area now look amazing; the youths
currently participating in the education program at the facility are enjoying bright, clean,
renovated spaces,” said Superintendent Romano, adding that the Middlesex County
Department of Corrections and Youth Services Education Liaison has partnered with a non-
profit group “Freedom Reads” to create libraryspaces in each ofthe housing units.

“The furniture selection in the common area now includes tabletop game boards for the
juveniles to play checkers and chess,” she added. “We were also able to incorporate
beanbag chairs as comfortable places for de-escalation, counseling or to simply read a
book.”

ESCNJ officials are assessing other facility needs at Turning Point Academy, as the
rehabilitation will continue in phases. Dr. Scanlon noted, for example, that the padding
along the walls of the interior basketball gym is worn down and should be replaced. The
academywould benefit from new gym equipment and teachers’desks, as well.

Superintendent Romano also referenced an empty wall, noting it is the ideal location for
bookcases brimming with a legal section, literature and educational resources, and looks
forward to collaboration with the Middlesex County DOC Education Liaison to support
expanding libraryresources for the detention center.

“Everyyouth at the County’s detention center deserves a second chance, a chance to live a
productive life in society,” said Middlesex County Commissioner Director Ronald G. Rios.
“By upgrading the spaces where they can learn and grow, we are fostering effective
education. People learn better when their environment is clean, organized, and well-
maintained. The Board of County Commissioners and lcommend the ESCNJfor movingthis
facility improvement forward, because we know the key to a successful life is good
education.”

Learn more at escnj.us
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