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Background demographics - Enrollment

School Enrollment Grades 3 year Trend

Lloyd Road 535 4-5 Stable 
(536→539→535)

Strathmore 464 PK-3*
(*Does not include 2 sections of K 
at Cambridge Park)

Growth 
(421→512→464)

Ravine Drive 403 PK-3 Growth 
(296→379→403)

Cliffwood 383 PK-3 Growth 
(334→367→383)

Total 1,785

Enrollment by School from SY21-22 to SY23-24

Data from NJ DOE School Performance Report Public nj.gov/education



Background demographics - Racial/Ethnic SY 
23-24

Group  Strathmore Cliffwood Ravine Drive Lloyd Road

White 64.7% 44.9% 60.8% 55.9%

Hispanic 22.7% 27.7% 20.8% 23.9%

Black/African 
American

4.1% 15.7% 6.0% 7.5%

Asian 3.9% 7.0% 6.5% 5.8%

Two or More Races 3.2% 4.7% 5.7% 6.5%

Native Hawaiian/PI 0.4% 0% 0% 0.2%

American Indian/AN 0% 0% 0.2% 0.2%

Data from NJ DOE School Performance Report Public nj.gov/education



Background Demographics - Economically Disadvantaged 
Students

School 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 3-Year Trend

Cliffwood 37.4% 42.0% 43.9% ↑ Increasing

Lloyd Road 23.9% 21.7% 28.0% ↑ Significant increase

Ravine Drive 21.6% 19.8% 24.1% ↑ Increasing

Strathmore 17.1% 16.0% 19.6% ↑ Increasing

Data from NJ DOE School Performance Report Public nj.gov/education



New Jersey’s Statewide Assessment Program

About the Assessment:

• Students took the NJSLA English Language Arts and Math Assessments in grade 3-9

• Students took the NJSLA-S Science Assessment in grades 5, 8, and 11

• The purpose of score expectations is to demonstrate readiness for the next grade/course and 
are likely on track for college and careers

• Parents access scores through hard copy sent home, email letter, and Genesis Parent Portal

• Score Interpretation Guide for Parents

https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/reporting/Parent_NJSLA_SIG_Accessible_Spring_2023_Final.pdf


Scoring Terms - Performance Levels

ELA & MATH SCIENCE

Level 1: Not yet meeting grade-level 
expectations

Level 1: Below proficient

Level 2: Partially meeting grade-level 
expectations

Level 2: Near Proficient

Level 3: Approaching grade-level 
expectations

Level 3 Proficient

Level 4: Meeting grade-level expectations Level 4 Advanced Proficiency

Level 5: Exceeding grade-level 
expectations

N/A



What does NJSLA assess? ELA

• Reading - Informational Text: read and analyze nonfiction, 
history, science, and the arts

• Reading Literary Text:  read and analyze fiction, drama, 
and poetry

• Reading Vocabulary: use context to determine what words 
and phrases mean

• Writing - Conventions: write using rules of standard 
English

• Writing - Expression: compose well-developed writing, 
using details from what was read



ELA Grade level comparison over 3 years



ELA District to State Comparison



Grade 3 ELA Comparison by building



ELA Cohort Achievement & Growth 3-5



ELA Cohort Achievement & Growth 6-8



ELA Sub Group 3 year Comparison



What do the numbers tell us?

● Grades 3,5,6,7,8 have fewer students in Levels 1 & 2
● Grade 8 decrease of 9.6% in Level 1 & 2
● Monitoring Cliffwood Grade 3 in Levels 1 & 2
● Grades 3,5,6,7,8 increased in Levels 4 & 5; Grade 7 increased by 

13%
● Monitoring Grade 4, increases in Levels 1-3 and decreases in 

Levels 4-5
● Monitoring Grade 9 changes in Level 2 from SY23 to SY25



What do the numbers tell us? (Continued)

● Sub groups by race show growth
● MARSD outperforms state scores in all levels
● Cohort of same students showing growth year-to-year 

from grades 4 to 8



What does NJSLA assess? Math
• Major Content - solving problems involving proportional 

relationships, adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing with 
rational numbers

• Additional & Supporting Content - solving problems involving 
circumference, area, surface area, volume, statistics, and 
probability

• Modeling & Application - solving real world problems, 
representing and solving problems with symbols, reasoning 
quantitatively and strategically using appropriate tools

• Expressing Mathematical Reasoning - creating and justifying 
logical mathematical solutions and analyzing and correcting the 
reasoning of others



Math Grade level comparison over 3 years



Math District to State Comparison



Grade 3 Math Comparison by building



Math Cohort Achievement & Growth 3-5



Math Cohort Achievement & Growth 6-8



Math sub group 3 year Comparison



What do the numbers tell us?

● Grade 3,5,6,7,8 decreased in Levels 1 & 2
● Monitoring Grade 4 across all Levels - Increases in Levels 1-3 and 

decreases in Levels 4-5
● Grade 3 and 8 had increases in Levels 4 & 5
● Grades 3,7,8 out performed state cohorts
● Cliffwood showed a decrease in Level 1 and growth in Levels 4 & 5
● Cohorts of the same students moving from grades 6-8 showed 

growth; Grade 3-5 did not show growth
● All subgroups were either flat or showed growth from SY23 to SY25



What does NJSLA assess? Science

• Earth & Space - Our planet and its place in the solar 
system/galaxy

• Life Science - Patterns, process, relationships of living organisms
• Physical Science - mechanisms of cause/effect in all systems & 

process that can be understood through a set of physical and 
chemical processes

• Investigating Practices - asking questions/investigations based 
on observations of phenomena and organizes data effectively

• Sensemaking Practices - recognizes patterns and relationships in 
data to develop explanations or models

• Critiquing Practices - evaluate and create arguments regarding 
different explanations and claims for a deeper understanding of 
the natural world.



Science Grade Level Comparison over 3 years 



Science District to State Comparison



Science sub group 3 year Comparison



Dynamic Learning Map
(DLM) Performance Overview

➔ The student has a significant cognitive 
disability.

➔ The student is primarily being taught using 
the DLM Essential Elements as content 
standards.

➔ The student requires extensive direct 
individualized instruction and substantial 
supports to achieve measurable gains in the 
grade-and age-appropriate curriculum.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
Grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11

MATHEMATICS
Grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11

SCIENCE
Grades 5, 8. 11



DISTRICT English Language Arts Results

TOTAL STUDENTS 
TAKING ASSESSMENT

                    

43                                     

Number of students 
emerging 15

Number of students 
approaching target 14

 Number of students at 
target or advanced 14



DISTRICT Math Results

TOTAL STUDENTS 
TAKING ASSESSMENT

                                           43

Number of students 
emerging 22

Number of students 
approaching target 8

Number of students at 
target or advanced 13



DISTRICT Science Results

TOTAL STUDENTS 
TAKING ASSESSMENT

                                           18

Number of students 
emerging 8

Number of students 
approaching target 9

Number of students at 
target or advanced 1



How are we held accountable for results?

● QSAC review every three years
● SY24-25, QSAC review score was 82% of Instruction & 

Programs
○ 40/40 on curriculum guides, resources, pacing, local 

assessments, technology
○ 42/60 on student achievement and growth on NJSLA and 

NJGPA
○ MARSD submitted waiver to be measured for student growth



Action Items - How to show growth 

•Improve student chronic absenteeism
•Expanding Tools of the Mind to Kindergarten 
•DIBELS K-3

•Small group, targeted instruction based on data K-8
•Aligning common assessments to standards 6-12
•New science curriculum 6-8
•Job embedded PD to refine instructional strategies - focus on 

literacy and math throughout SY25-26
•Enhancing co-teaching models



Action Items - How to show growth  

•Maximize instructional time
•De-front the room to support collaboration
•Vertical surfaces for math instruction
•Be aware of amount of screen time - Elementary
•Reviewing pacing and sequence of units



Additional Supports in place

•Effective School Solutions (ESS) - Participating 
students show: improving/maintaining good 
attendance, GPA, and behavior

•YMCA counseling services
•Sheltered English Instruction 
•Title I support Cliffwood and Lloyd Road 



Thank you!

Michael Liebmann
Assistant Superintendent 
mliebmann@marsd.org

Maggie Lazur
Director of Curriculum & 
Instruction  PK-2/Student Services
mlazur@marsd.org

Jessie Zitarosa
Director of Curriculum & 
Instruction Grades 3-5/AP
jzitarosa@marsd.org

Dr. Sean Cronin
Director of Curriculum & 
Instruction Grades 6-12/AP
scronin@marsd.org


