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Core Curriculum

The 2024-2026 UTRGV’s Core Curriculum consists of 42 credit hours grouped in eight Foundational Component Areas and one

Component Area Option.

Requirements

010 - Communication (2 courses - 6 hours required; minimum grade of C)

ENGL 1301 Rhetoric and Composition I

ENGL 1302 Rhetoric And Composition II

Or

ENGL 1305 Writing Cultural Studies

020 - Mathematics (1 course - 3 hours required; minimum grade of C)

Choose one:

MATH 1314 College Algebra

MATH 1414 College Algebra

MATH 1324 Mathematics for Business and Social Sciences

MATH 1332 Math for Liberal Arts

MATH 1342 Elementary Statistical Methods

MATH 1343 Introduction to Biostatistics

MATH 2412 Precalculus

MATH 2413 Calculus I

030 - Life and Physical Sciences (2 courses - 6 hours required; lecture only)

Choose two:

ASTR 1401 Introduction to Astronomy I

ASTR 1402 Introduction to Astronomy II

BIOL 1406 General Biology I

BIOL 1407 General Biology II

BIOL 2401 Anatomy and Physiology I

BIOL 2402 Anatomy and Physiology II

CHEM 1311 General Chemistry I

Or

CHEM 1309 Chemistry for Engineers

CHEM 1312 General Chemistry II

ENVR 1401 Introduction to Environmental Science I

ENVR 1402 Introduction to Environmental Science II

GEOL 1403 Physical Geology

GEOL 1404 Historical Geology

PHYS 1401 General Physics I

PHYS 1402 General Physics II

PHYS 2425 Physics for Scientists and Engineers I
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https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/engl-english/1000/engl-1301
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/engl-english/1000/engl-1302
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/engl-english/1000/engl-1305
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/math-math/1000/math-1314
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/math-math/1000/math-1414
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/math-math/1000/math-1324
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/math-math/1000/math-1332
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/math-math/1000/math-1342
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/math-math/1000/math-1343
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/math-math/2000/math-2412
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/math-math/2000/math-2413
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/astr-astronomy/1000/astr-1401
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/astr-astronomy/1000/astr-1402
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/biol-biology/1000/biol-1406
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/biol-biology/1000/biol-1407
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/biol-biology/2000/biol-2401
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/biol-biology/2000/biol-2402
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/chem-chemistry/1000/chem-1311
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/chem-chemistry/1000/chem-1309
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/chem-chemistry/1000/chem-1312
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/envr-environmental-sciences/1000/envr-1401
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/envr-environmental-sciences/1000/envr-1402
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/geol-geology/1000/geol-1403
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/geol-geology/1000/geol-1404
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phys-physics/1000/phys-1401
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phys-physics/1000/phys-1402
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phys-physics/2000/phys-2425


PHYS 2426 Physics for Scientists and Engineers II

PSCI 1421 Physical Science I

PSCI 1422 Physical Science II

 

040 - Language, Philosophy and Culture (1 course - 3 hours required)

Choose one:

ANTH 1302 Human Cultures in World Prehistory

ANTH 1354 The Anthropology of Expressive Culture

ENGL 2321 Introduction to British Literature

ENGL 2326 Introduction to American Literature

ENGL 2331 Introduction to World Literature

ENGL 2341 Introduction to Literature

ENGL 2351 Introduction to Mexican American Literature

Or

MASC 2351 Introduction to Mexican American Literature

FREN 2382 Introduction to French Literature (in English)

GWSP 1301 Introduction to Gender, Women's, and Sexuality Studies

GWSP 2301 Concepts in Gender and Sexuality

HIST 2321 World History I

HIST 2322 World History II

MASC 2301 Introduction to Mexican American Studies

MUSI 1309 World Music Cultures

PHIL 1300 Critical Thinking

PHIL 1301 Introduction to Philosophy

PHIL 1304 Introduction to World Religions

PHIL 1305 Introduction to Latin American Philosophy

PHIL 1306 Introduction to Asian Philosophy

PHIL 1310 Ethics, Happiness, and the Good Life

PHIL 1312 Introduction to Social and Political Philosophy

PHIL 1366 Philosophy and History of Science and Technology

PHIL 2306 Introduction to Ethics

PHIL 2322 Ethics, Health, and Culture

PHIL 2326 Ethics, Technology and Society

PHIL 2351 Religious Diversity in the Global Community

SPAN 2320 Latina/o Culture and Civilization in Spanish

SPAN 2330 Introduction to Spanish and Latin American Literature

050 - Creative Arts (1 course - 3 hours required)

Choose one:

ARTS 1301 Art Appreciation

ARTS 1303 Art History I, Prehistoric to the 14th-Century

ARTS 1304 Art History II, 14th-Century to the Present

DANC 2323 Dance Appreciation
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https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phys-physics/2000/phys-2426
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/psci-physical-science/1000/psci-1421
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/psci-physical-science/1000/psci-1422
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/anth-anthropology/1000/anth-1302
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/anth-anthropology/1000/anth-1354
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/engl-english/2000/engl-2321
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/engl-english/2000/engl-2326
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/engl-english/2000/engl-2331
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/engl-english/2000/engl-2341
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/engl-english/2000/engl-2351
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/masc-mexican-american-studies/2000/masc-2351
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/fren-french/2000/fren-2382
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/gwsp-gender-women-sexuality/1000/gwsp-1301
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/gwsp-gender-women-sexuality/2000/gwsp-2301
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/hist-history/2000/hist-2321
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/hist-history/2000/hist-2322
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/masc-mexican-american-studies/2000/masc-2301
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/musi-music/1000/musi-1309
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phil-philosophy/1000/phil-1300
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phil-philosophy/1000/phil-1301
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phil-philosophy/1000/phil-1304
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phil-philosophy/1000/phil-1305
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phil-philosophy/1000/phil-1306
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phil-philosophy/1000/phil-1310
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phil-philosophy/1000/phil-1312
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phil-philosophy/1000/phil-1366
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phil-philosophy/2000/phil-2306
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phil-philosophy/2000/phil-2322
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phil-philosophy/2000/phil-2326
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phil-philosophy/2000/phil-2351
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/span-spanish/2000/span-2320
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/span-spanish/2000/span-2330
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/arts-arts/1000/arts-1301
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/arts-arts/1000/arts-1303
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/arts-arts/1000/arts-1304
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/danc-dance/2000/danc-2323


ENGL 2312 History of Film as Visual Art

Or

FILM 2312 History of Film as a Visual Art

ENGL 2316 Poetry Appreciation

FREN 2323 Introduction to French Cinema in English

MUSI 1306 Music Appreciation

MUSI 1308 Music History and Literature I

MUSI 1310 History of Rock

PHIL 1330 Philosophy, Art, and Film

THTF 1310 Theatre Appreciation

THTF 2366 Cinema Appreciation

060 - American History (2 courses - 6 hours required)

Choose one:

HIST 1301 U.S. History I

HIST 2327 Mexican American History I

Or

MASC 2327 Mexican American History I

Choose one:

HIST 1302 U.S. History II

HIST 2328 Mexican American History II

Or

MASC 2328 Mexican American History II

070 - Government/Political Science (2 courses - 6 hours required)

Choose one:

POLS 2305 U.S. Federal Government & Politics

Choose one:

POLS 2306 Texas Government & Politics

080 - Social and Behavioral Sciences (1 course - 3 hours required)

Choose one:

ANTH 1324 Human Evolution

ANTH 2302 Introduction to Archeology

ANTH 2351 Introduction to Cultural Anthropology

ECON 1301 Introduction to Economics

ECON 2301 Principles of Macroeconomics

ENGL 2315 Humans and Language

HDOS 2301 Introduction to the Human Dimensions of Organizations

MEDH 2311 Introduction to Medical and Health Humanities

PHIL 1362 Race, Sexuality, and Class
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https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/engl-english/2000/engl-2312
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/film-film-studies/2000/film-2312
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/engl-english/2000/engl-2316
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/fren-french/2000/fren-2323
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/musi-music/1000/musi-1306
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/musi-music/1000/musi-1308
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/musi-music/1000/musi-1310
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phil-philosophy/1000/phil-1330
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/thtf-theatre/1000/thtf-1310
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/thtf-theatre/2000/thtf-2366
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/hist-history/1000/hist-1301
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/hist-history/2000/hist-2327
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/masc-mexican-american-studies/2000/masc-2327
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/hist-history/1000/hist-1302
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/hist-history/2000/hist-2328
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/masc-mexican-american-studies/2000/masc-2328
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/pols-political-science/2000/pols-2305
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/pols-political-science/2000/pols-2306
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/anth-anthropology/1000/anth-1324
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/anth-anthropology/2000/anth-2302
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/anth-anthropology/2000/anth-2351
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/econ-economics/1000/econ-1301
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/econ-economics/2000/econ-2301
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/engl-english/2000/engl-2315
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/hdos-human-dimensions-organizations/2000/hdos-2301
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/medh-medical-humanities/2000/medh-2311
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phil-philosophy/1000/phil-1362


PSYC 2301 General Psychology

SOCI 1301 Introduction to Sociology

090 - Integrative/Experiential Learning Option (6 hours required)

Applied Communication and Literacies (maximum 3 hours)

COMM 1311 Introduction to Communication

COMM 1315 Public Speaking

Humanities (maximum 3 hours)

Students may also select an additional three-hour course from the (040) Language, Philosophy, and Culture area to complete the six

required hours in the (090) Component Area Option.

PHCE 1301 Introduction to Public Heritage and Community Engagement

Science Labs (maximum 3 hours)

Students may use up to 3 hours from the lab component of any of the science courses listed in the Life & Physical Sciences component

area (030) for the Integrative/Experiential Learning component area. Courses that have a separate lab are also listed below.

ASTR 1401 Introduction to Astronomy I

ASTR 1402 Introduction to Astronomy II

BIOL 1406 General Biology I

BIOL 1407 General Biology II

BIOL 2401 Anatomy and Physiology I

BIOL 2402 Anatomy and Physiology II

CHEM 1111 General Chemistry I Lab

Or

CHEM 1109 Chemistry for Engineers Lab

CHEM 1112 General Chemistry II Lab

ENVR 1401 Introduction to Environmental Science I

ENVR 1402 Introduction to Environmental Science II

GEOL 1403 Physical Geology

GEOL 1404 Historical Geology

PHYS 1401 General Physics I

PHYS 1402 General Physics II

PHYS 2425 Physics for Scientists and Engineers I

PHYS 2426 Physics for Scientists and Engineers II

PSCI 1421 Physical Science I

PSCI 1422 Physical Science II

Interdisciplinary (maximum 4 hours)

ANTH 2311 Global Health and Social Justice: Interdisciplinary Approaches to Illness and Inequality

ENST 1301 Introduction to Environmental Studies

HONR 2388 Honors Humanities II

INDS 2390 Humanities in the World

INDS 2190 Humanities and Service Learning

QUMT 2398 Decision Analytics

Technologies (maximum 3 hours)
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https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/psyc-psychology/2000/psyc-2301
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/soci-sociology/1000/soci-1301
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/comm-communications/1000/comm-1311
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/comm-communications/1000/comm-1315
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phce-public-heritage-community-engagement/1000/phce-1301
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/astr-astronomy/1000/astr-1401
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/astr-astronomy/1000/astr-1402
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/biol-biology/1000/biol-1406
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/biol-biology/1000/biol-1407
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/biol-biology/2000/biol-2401
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/biol-biology/2000/biol-2402
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/chem-chemistry/1000/chem-1111
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/chem-chemistry/1000/chem-1109
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/chem-chemistry/1000/chem-1112
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/envr-environmental-sciences/1000/envr-1401
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/envr-environmental-sciences/1000/envr-1402
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/geol-geology/1000/geol-1403
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/geol-geology/1000/geol-1404
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phys-physics/1000/phys-1401
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phys-physics/1000/phys-1402
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phys-physics/2000/phys-2425
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/phys-physics/2000/phys-2426
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/psci-physical-science/1000/psci-1421
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/psci-physical-science/1000/psci-1422
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/anth-anthropology/2000/anth-2311
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/enst-environmental-studies/1000/enst-1301
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/honr-honors-studies/2000/honr-2388
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/inds-interdisciplinary-studies/2000/inds-2390
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/inds-interdisciplinary-studies/2000/inds-2190
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/qumt-quantitative-methods/2000/qumt-2398


CSCI 1380 Introduction to Programming in Python

CSCI 1381 Introduction to Programming C++

Language Diversity and Writing (maximum 4 hours)

SPAN 2321 Spanish in the United States

WRLS 1100 Language Exploration Lab

WRLS 2301 Multilingual Writing in Academic and Community Contexts
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https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/csci-computer-science/1000/csci-1380
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/csci-computer-science/1000/csci-1381
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/span-spanish/2000/span-2321
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/wrls-writing-and-lang-studies/1000/wrls-1100
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/courses/wrls-writing-and-lang-studies/2000/wrls-2301


Goals for Dual Credit Programming 
The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley 

 

 Goals Metrics ISD Responsibilities/Services UTRGV Responsibilities/Services 

ISDs and IHEs will implement 
purposeful and collaborative 
outreach efforts to inform all 
students and parents of the 
benefits of DC, including 
enrollment and fee policies. 

Documentation summarizing  
collaboration and outreach efforts of IHEs 
and secondary school partners. 

District website to include MOU, 
crosswalk, and an online link to 
UTRGV's academic and student 
resources.  

Academic crosswalks, campus 
presentations to various groups, 
district leadership teams, updated 
website, DC resource guide. 

DC Program will assist HS 
students in the successful 
transition to and 
acceleration through 
postsecondary education. 

Analysis of measures in enrollment in and 
persistence through postsecondary 
education, disaggregated by student 
subpopulation. Included here are: student 
enrollment in postsecondary after high 
school; time to degree completion; and, 
semester credit hours to degree.  

PEIMS data for subgroups at the time of 
graduation; track students after 
graduation through national student 
clearinghouse.  

Cohort tag for students who enroll at 
UTRGV in DC and then continue; 
persistence; time to degree; total 
number of hours to degree 
completion.  

All DC students will receive 
academic and college 
readiness advising with 
access to student support 
services to bridge them 
successfully into college 
course completion. 

Analysis of measures in enrollment and 
degree completion, disaggregated by 
student sub-population. Included here 
are: student enrollment in postsecondary 
after high school; time to degree 
completion; and, decrease in excess 
number of semester hours beyond 
required hours to degree completion. 

See above, plus: college, career, and 
military readiness (CCMR) counseling 
services. 

See above, plus: credit to degree 
alignment; connecting with Student 
Success services; professional 
development for counselors by UTRGV 
Student Success professionals. 

The quality and rigor of DC 
course will be sufficient to 
ensure student success in 
subsequent courses. 

Analysis of performance in subsequent 
course work.  

Not applicable in this scenario since 
dual credit courses are taught by 
UTRGV faculty. 

Track subsequent grades in scaffolded 

courses: ENGL 1301/1302; MATH  

1314/2412/2413; BIOL 1406/1407. 

As required by HB 1638 (Texas, 85R). 

Docusign Envelope ID: 948698E4-D0BF-4CBC-8119-5E8708CD707F



Exhibit C: Texas Senate Bill 25 
Dual Credit Memorandum of Understanding

Approved June 2021 1
Updated March 2025

Introduction Statement

In an effort to support high school students who participate in dual credit programs, Texas Senate Bill 25 
(SB 25; 86th Legislature, Regular Session) amended the Texas Education Code by adding Sections 51.400, 
51.4033, and 51.4034, establishing requirements for institutions of higher education to address 
postsecondary experiences for this population of students. The following section summarizes the 
requirements outlined in the legislation and provides methods for meeting the respective requirements.

Filing a Degree Plan

Students participating in a dual credit program must file a degree plan with the institution of higher 
education providing that coursework. Institutions must work with students who meet one of the 
following criteria to ensure a degree plan is on file:

1. Earned a cumulative total of 15 or more hours at the institution.  Students must have a degree 
plan on file at the institution by the end of the semester or term immediately following the 
semester or term in which the fifteenth hour or more was earned; or,

2. Enrolled for the first time at the institution with 15 or more hours.  Students must have a 
degree plan on file at the institution during their first semester or term of enrollment if the 
student has earned 15 or more hours from another institution.  

For the purpose of this requirement, the phrase “file a degree plan” equates to “declares a major” in 
that students declare an intent to pursue a particular program of study that, upon successful 
completion, results in the awarding of a baccalaureate degree from the institution. A major is declared 
at the time of application to the university using the student’s intended major as listed in the official 
Apply Texas application. 

Dual credit students are eligible to enroll in courses from the university’s core curriculum that have been 
identified by their respective high schools as also qualifying for equitable high school credit (i.e., course 
alignment crosswalk). Core curriculum classes are the most applicable to a range of degree programs 
and transferable between institutions of higher education. 

If a dual credit student decides to change their declared major from what was originally listed in their 
application to the university, they must follow the university’s standard procedures as outlined in the 
appropriate Undergraduate Catalog. The process outlined in the Undergraduate Catalog for 2024-2025 
may be found at the following website: https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/student-
policies/academic-policies-and-procedures/registration-and-enrollment/undergraduate-registration-
and-enrollment/ 

Notification of Process for Filing a Degree Plan

Under SB 25, institutions of higher education are required to provide students with notification of the 
process for filing a degree plan. To the best of its ability, UTRGV commits to providing students with 
multiple active and passive information channels through which they are able to learn more about the 
process of filing a degree plan and other enrollment-related information, including:

1. Website: UTRGV maintains a Dual Credit Program website through which detailed programmatic 
information may be found. Admission and enrollment processes are clearly outlined and provide 
specific information about filing a degree plan and accessing resources.
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2. Dual Credit Student Resource Guide: A resource guide specific to dual credit students is available 
electronically through the program’s website, providing detailed program information and 
instructions for how to access university resources.

3. Dual Credit Program Orientation: Prior to enrolling in dual credit courses at UTRGV, students 
must complete a program orientation session where important program information is 
reviewed. Content for this session includes but is not limited to: understanding the core 
curriculum; reviewing academic course policies and institutional calendars; introducing 
academic and individual support services; planning ahead for postsecondary enrollment; and, 
financial implications of participating in dual credit. 

Supporting Students’ Postsecondary Success

SB 25 requires institutions of higher education provide students with verification of their declared major 
and that the courses in which they are enrolled align with their intended major. UTRGV utilizes the 
Degree Works platform, which provides a clear and transparent report of a student’s academic progress 
and time toward degree. To achieve the latter requirement of course alignment with intended majors, 
UTRGV utilizes a holistic approach that incorporates direct interaction with students and continued 
education for high school counselors.

While incorporating several standard core curriculum requirements, degree plans/majors are unique 
programs that must be followed in order to meet degree completion requirements. Moreover, adhering 
to these course/programmatic requirements is sometimes required in a specific sequence. Therefore, 
UTRGV utilizes the following methods for educating students, families, and high school counselors about 
degree requirements:

1. Institutionally Designed Roadmaps: UTRGV provides students with detailed, sequenced 
Roadmaps for academic planning purposes. Roadmaps include required courses, suggested 
courses, and a sample course sequence to maximize the student experience. Additional 
programmatic information (e.g., minimum grade requirements, pre-requisites, etc.) is also 
included. Roadmaps may be accessed electronically at  https://www.utrgv.edu/advising/one-
stop-shop/know-your-roadmap-to-graduation/index.htm. 

2. College-Specific Information Sessions: The Dual Credit Program in collaboration with the 
Academic Advising Center and/or academic departments host college-specific information 
sessions for students and families at strategic times during the year. Sessions are facilitated by 
UTRGV personnel who introduce important topics such as academic planning, career 
exploration, and degree pathways. 

3. Professional Development for ISD Counselors: Recognizing the critical role counselors play in 
supporting dual credit students, UTRGV commits to offering ongoing professional development 
workshops on topics related to academic roadmaps, degree requirements, and supporting 
students through early and targeted academic advisement. 

While students participating in dual credit at UTRGV are not required to meet with an institutional 
Academic Advisor, they are required to attend a program orientation session associated with the Dual 
Credit Program. Failure to attend program orientation will result in a registration hold being placed on 
the student’s academic record until such time that the requirement is fulfilled. 
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Core Category UTRGV Course # UTRGV Course Name Credit

10 ENGL 1301 Composition I 3
10 ENGL 1302 Composition II 3
20 MATH 1314 College Algebra 3
20 MATH 1342 Elementary Statistics 3
20 MATH 2412 Pre-Calculus 4
20 MATH 2413 Calculus I 4
30 BIOL 1406 General Biology I 4
30 BIOL 1407 General Biology II 4
30 BIOL 2401 Anatomy and Physiology I 4

30
CHEM 1311/1111 General Chemistry 4

30 PHYS 1401 General Physics I 4
30 PHYS 1402 General Physics II 4
40 ENGL 2321 Introduction to British Literature 3
40 ENGL 2341 Introduction to Literature 3
50 ARTS 1301 Art Appreciation 3
50 MUSI 1306 Music Appreciation 3
60 HIST 1301 United States History I 3
60 HIST 1302 United States History II 3
70 POLS 2305 Federal Government and Politics 3
70 POLS 2306 Texas Government and Politics 3
80 PSYC 2301 General Psychology 3
80 ECON 2301 Principles of Macroeconomics 3
80 SOCI 1301 Introduction to Sociology 3
90 COMM 1311 Introduction to Communication 3
90 COMM 1315 Public Speaking 3

*Regardless of passing requirement, students must demonstrate that they have attempted both sections of the TSIA2. 
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*Regardless of passing requirement, students must demonstrate that they have attempted both sections of the TSIA2. 

TSI
Requirement*

Course Pre-Requisite District Course

Pass ELAR
Pass ELAR ENGL 1301 (C or Better)

Pass MATH
Pass MATH
Pass MATH MATH 1314 (C or Better)
Pass MATH MATH 2412 (C or Better)

-
- BIOL 1406 (C or Better)
-

-
MATH 1314 or Higher (C or

Better)
- MATH 1314 or Higher
- PHYS 1401

Pass ELAR
Pass ELAR

-
-

Pass ELAR
Pass ELAR
Pass ELAR
Pass ELAR
Pass ELAR

-
Pass ELAR

-
-
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TEA Course Code TEA Course Title Min. Cr.
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Core Category UTRGV Course # UTRGV Course Name Credit TSI Requirement*

10

ENGL 1301 Composition I 3 Pass ELAR

10

ENGL 1302 Composition II 3 Pass ELAR

20
MATH 1314 College Algebra 3 Pass MATH

20
MATH 2412 Pre-Calculus 4 Pass MATH

20
MATH 2413 Calculus I 4 Pass MATH

30
BIOL 1406 General Biology I 4 -

30
BIOL 1407 General Biology II 4 -

30
BIOL 2401 Anatomy and Physiology I 4 -

30
CHEM 1311 General Chemistry I Lecture 3 -

30
CHEM 1111 General Chemistry I Lab 1 -

30
PHYS 1401 General Physics I 4 -

30
PHYS 1402 General Physics II 4 -

40
ENGL 2321 Introduction to British Literature 3 Pass ELAR

40
ENGL 2341 Introduction to Literature 3 Pass ELAR

50
ARTS 1301 Art Appreciation 3 -

50

MUSI 1306 Music Appreciation 3 -
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60

HIST 1301 United States History I 3 Pass ELAR

60
HIST 1302 United States History II 3 Pass ELAR

70
POLS 2305 Federal Government and Politics 3 Pass ELAR

70
POLS 2306 Texas Government and Politics 3 Pass ELAR

80
PSYC 2301 General Psychology 3 Pass ELAR

80
ECON 2301 Principles of Macroeconomics 3 -

80
SOCI 1301 Introduction to Sociology 3 Pass ELAR

90
COMM 1311 Introduction to Communication 3 -
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Course Pre-Requisite

ENGL 1301 (C or Better)

MATH 1314 (C or Better)

MATH 2412 (C or Better)

BIOL 1406 (C or Better)

MATH 1314 or Higher (C or Better)

MATH 1314 or Higher

PHYS 1401
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Course Descriptions
English 1301 is designed to help students become more effective and confident writers as well as more active
and engaged readers of complex texts. To do this, students will engage in a variety of writing projects which will
help them become more reflective writers who are better able to revise their work to meet the needs of a given
writing situation. (Credit for this course may be obtained by qualified students through advanced placement or
advanced standing examinations.)English 1302 is designed to teach students how to initiate inquiry, engage in meaningful research, and produce
effective researched arguments. To do this, students will get experience with primary and secondary research
methods, engage in a variety of writing projects, and create at least one major research project. (Credit for this
course may be obtained by qualified students through advanced placement or advanced standing examinations.)
Topics include polynomial functions, rational functions, exponential functions, logarithmic functions, and
matrices. Applications of these topics will be emphasized.
Topics include trigonometric functions, applications, graphs, equations, and identities; inverse trigonometric
functions; vectors; sequences and series; the Binomial Theorem; conic sections; and parametric and polar
equations.Topics include limits, derivatives, antiderivatives, and definite integrals of algebraic and transcendental
functions. Applications of these topics will be emphasized.
A study of the basic principles of Biology. Topics will include biological chemistry, cell structure and function,
photosynthesis and respiration, DNA structure and function, mitosis, meiosis, Mendelian genetics, evolution, and
the structure and function of bacteria, viruses, protozoan, algae, fungi, and plants.
A continuation of Biology 1406. Topics include evolution and diversity of invertebrate and vertebrate animals;
mechanisms of support and movement, digestion and nutrition, respiration, circulation homeostasis, hormonal
control, nervous control, sexual reproduction, development, behavior, and ecology. Prerequisites: BIOL 1406 or
BIOL 1487.A study of the structure and function of the human body including cells, tissues, and organs of the following
systems: integumentary, skeletal, muscular, nervous system, and special senses.
Fundamentals of atomic structure, electronic structure and periodic table, nomenclature, the stoichiometry
reactions, gas laws, thermochemistry, chemical bonding, and structure and geometry of molecules.
An introduction to basic laboratory techniques using experiments to understand chemical concepts of reactions,
stoichiometry and titrations. Prerequisites: Credit/registration in CHEM 1311.
An algebra-based introduction to the principles of mechanics, fluids, heat, waves, and sound for students
fulfilling a natural science requirement and premedical students. The course includes three laboratory hours a
week to emphasize course concepts.
A continuation of PHYS 1401 covering the principles of electricity, magnetism, light, and modern physics. The
course includes three laboratory hours a week to emphasize course concepts. Prerequisites: PHYS 1401.
A study of several masterpieces of English Literature, with emphasis on carefully reading and on writing critical
essays about individual works.
An introduction to literary genres, with special emphasis on the short story, novel or novella, drama and poetry.
Requires careful reading and the writing of critical essays about individual works.
A general introduction to the visual arts designed to create an appreciation of the vocabulary, media techniques,
and purposes of the creative process. Students will critically interpret and evaluate works of art within formal,
cultural, and historical contexts.
An introduction to the formal study of music. Subject matter includes the basic elements of music and the
historical style periods in Western art music along with their most important composers. Although “classical”
music will be the course’s emphasis, popular styles after 1900 (like jazz and rock), as well as several non-Western
musical traditions may also be covered. Listening, reading, and analysis will lead to a greater understanding and
appreciation of these styles. No prerequisite. Meets the requirements for the Creative Arts in the General
Education Core.
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An integration of social, political, and economic history of the United States with attention directed to geography
and its influences. The approach is by problems that move chronologically from the earliest colonial period
through the Civil War. Open to freshmen who enter with a credit in American history from high school.
Prerequisites: TSI exemption in Reading, or College Ready TSI status in Reading, or Satisfactory grade for ENGL
0301/WRLS 0300.An integration of social, economic, and political history of the United States with attention to geographical
influences. The approach is by problems that move chronologically from Reconstruction to the present. Open to
freshmen who enter with a credit in American history from high school.
This course examines the origins and development of the U.S. federal system of government and politics, which
includes the U.S. Constitution, policymaking processes, political action, power relations, and various political
issues. This course fulfills three of the six-hour legislative requirement in U.S. and Texas government and politics.
Open to freshmen.This course examines the origins and development of the Texas state system of government and politics, which
includes the Texas Constitution, policymaking processes, political action, power relations, and various political
issues. This course fulfills three of the six-hour legislative requirement in U.S. and Texas government and politics.
Open to freshmen.An introduction to the discipline of psychology as a natural science and as an applied social science. This course
includes topics such as the biological bases of behavior, sensation and perception, learning and memory,
emotions, personality, abnormal psychology, therapy, developmental and social psychology.
Provides an introduction to the economy as a whole. Topics include national income and output, unemployment,
inflation, market forces and economic growth, international linkages (such as trade deficits), and economic,
social and political structures and institutions (such as fiscal and monetary policies and the Federal Reserve
System).The study of human society and the relationship of culture, social interaction, and group life to personality and
human behavior.
COMM 1311 introduces basic communication principles in a variety of contexts including interpersonal small
group, and public speaking. Students will learn to adapt and deliver verbal and nonverbal messages to
communicate effectively with family, friends and coworkers. Students will also learn how to successfully develop
and deliver a persuasive presentation.
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