
ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS
Students iinterested in AAST major programs 
may apply online via the Horry County Schools website during 
their 10th-grade year to attend AAST for their 11th- and 12th-
grade years. If accepted, students will be notified in writing. 
Students must adhere to the district’s deadline dates for 
application submission and return acceptance agreements.
ACTIVITIES AT AAST
Athletics: Since AAST is a program school, students may 
participate in extracurricular and athletic opportunities at the 
base high school if those opportunities are not offered at AAST.  
Fine Arts: The Advanced Art Major is a two-year program 
designed for juniors and seniors interested in studying art at 
an advanced level. While in this program, students will produce 
art in one of the largest art studios in the state. They will be 
introduced to varying artistic styles as well as relevant con-
temporary and historical artists. Students will learn to interpret, 
analyze, evaluate, and discuss their own work. Students will 
also develop the ability to adapt and apply 
skills while recognizing the important influence
of the visual arts in our daily lives. AAST also
has electives for technical theater and 
performing arts.
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Academic Opportunities
Recognized as a Palmetto’s Finest Program School, 
AAST offers majors-based, two-year programs 
that provide hands-on training and community in-
ternships while students pursue individual interests, 
gain real-world experience through work-based 
learning, and earn industry-valued credentials for 
college and career readiness. Students apply to 
come during their last two years of high school 
by choosing one of the many career majors 
offered at AAST. The majors available to students 
include Advanced Art, Aerospace Engineering,
Biomedical Science, Digital Art & Animation, 
Emergency Medical Services, Environmental
Engineering, Computer Science, Entertainment 
Technology, Innovations in STEM with Core
Engineering, Pre-Medicine, and Public Health. 
In their selected major, students apply rigorous 
academic content while acquiring the skills 
necessary for success in their chosen career paths.
AAST is a nationally recognized and accredited STEM 
School with a 30-year history of guiding students 
toward achieving career dreams and realizing their 
possibilities. AAST integrates the Profile of a SC Grad-
uate within its College Prep, Honors, and AP courses 
in every academic area. The programs of study offer 
accelerated learning options, including 19 AP classes. 
AP Courses offered at AAST are Art Studio 2D & 3D 
& Drawing, AP Art History, AP English Literature and 
Language, AP Calculus AB & BC, AP Statistics, AP 
Physics, AP US Government, AP Microeconomics, 
AP Chemistry, AP Biology, AP Environmental Science, 
AP US History, AP Principles of Computer Science, 
AP Computer Science A, AP Psychology, and AP 
Capstone Research.
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Mission Statement AAST is an 
AdvancED STEM-certified school 
committed to preparing its students to
be college- and career-ready global
citizens by fostering creativity, innovation, 
systematic problem-solving, and 
critical thinking through participation in 
rigorous and authentically collaborative 
academic and career experiences.
Clubs & Organizations 
•	Academy for Christ
•	Battle of the Books 
•	Cyber Security 
•	Cyber Patriot
•	HOSA - Future Health Professionals
•	Robotics - Aluminum Assault 
	 Team 1287
•	TSA (Technology Student Association)
•	Student Council
•	Maptivists
•	Game Club
•	Tree Huggers
•	Multicultural Planning Committee
•	National English Honor Society
•	National Spanish Honor Society 
•	National Honor Society
•	Beta Club
•	Rho Kappa Social Studies Honor Society
•	Computer Science Honor Society 
•	Science National Honor Society
•	National Foreign Language Honor Society
•	National Technology Honor Society
•	National Thespian Honor Society 
•	National Art Honor Society
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Inspiring Possibilities

Find Us on:
@HCSAAST

ACADEMIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS & RECOGNITIONS:
•	 School Awards: AAST was named a PLTW Distinguished High 
	 School in 2024 and a Palmetto’s Finest School in 2025.
•	 STEM & Robotics: Aluminum Assault robotics team earned 
	 top 5 in SC FIRST Robotics, ranked in the top 500 worldwide, and 
	 won district awards. Aerospace Engineering students won the 
	 state simulated flight competition (AviCom). GIS, Clean Energy, 
	 and CyberPatriot teams earned state and national recognition.
•	 Technology & Careers: TSA students placed 1st–3rd in multiple  
	 state categories, with two students elected as state officers (2026).  
	 HOSA students earned top placements in Pharmacology, Dental  
	 Terminology, Medical Assisting, Occupational Therapy, Respiratory  
	 Therapy, and other healthcare competitions. Pre-Med students  
	 earned EKG, Pharmacy Technician, EMS, and Patient Care 
	 certifications. Students won 17 awards at the most recent HCS  
	 Technology Fair. 100% of CTE seniors earned at least one 
	 professional credential, and 95% of all seniors earned a certification,  
	 totaling over 586 professional certifications. Over 847 documented  
	 work-based learning experiences and internships completed. 
	 All seniors (100%) are considered Career Ready and College &  
	 Career Ready.
•	 Arts & Media: Advanced Art, Web & Digital, and Entertainment  
	 Technology students earned awards in the SC State Fair, Art Fields  
	 Jr., and Burroughs & Chapin High School Juried Art Competitions, 
	 as well as the Myrtle Beach International Airport art contests and 
	 the Young Filmmakers Video Contest. Theater students earned 
	 Overall Superior ratings in All-County Theater.
•	 Academic Recognitions: Students earned SC Seals of 
	 Biliteracy (multiple gold, silver, bronze distinctions). AP exam 
	 scores consistently exceed state and national pass rates, and 
	 multiple courses have pass rates of over 80%. Students have been 
	 recognized as National Merit Semifinalists and participated in SC  
	 STEM Signing Day.
•	 Faculty Honors: Multiple teachers recognized as District Teacher  
	 of the Year finalists, PAEMST finalists, SC STEM Teacher of the  
	 Year finalists, and national/state award recipients. Teachers honored  
	 in Aerospace Engineering, GIS, Clean Energy, Mathematics, Science,  
	 zand Health Science.

AAST STUDENT LIFE ACTIVITIES:  
•	 STEM Day at Coastal Carolina
•	 Advanced Art: Sidewalk Chalk
•	 Teddy Bear Clinic
•	 Fall Festival and Trunk or Treat 
•	 Spring Gala
•	 Composting
•	 Robotics
•	 Blood Drive
•	 Spirit Week
•	 STEM Experiences
•	 Art Competitions 
	 and Exhibitions
•	 Poetry Out Loud

•	 Film Competitions 
	 and Exhibitions
•	 Ed-OP Day
•	 College Application Day
•	 Senior Day
•	 AAST Toy Drive
•	 AAST Art Show
•	 Talent Show
•	 Teacher Cadets
•	 NSHS Annual Plant Sale
•	 Canned Food Drive
•	 Academy Santa
•	 SAT/ACT Prep


