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This brief historv of Maire Elementary School mentions few
individuals by name, but it is dedicated to all the students, teachers
and parents who for fifty years have filled ner halls with life, laughter
and learning.

May a knowledge of their lives and labors at Maire lead us to a
fuller understanding of our community and of the world in which we live.
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Lawis m. Maire Zlemenrarv School came Uiro existence as the
~esult of @ comprehensive plan Zor expanding the educational cpportunities
‘a= local children. The Grosse FPointe School District, as it is known
today, was formed in 1922, Prior to this time there had been five
separate districts, none of whichk could support a high school. Four of
the five systems extended only through the eighth grade, while the fifth
went through the tenth grade, It was apparent to a far-sighted group of
citizens that there would be a greater need for higher education in the
area after World War I, and to this end they put together a ballot issue
to accomplish the consolidation.

As soon as this was passed, the new School Board began acquiring
additional school sites for the future. In January of 1922, they authorized
the purchase of three sites for the new elementary schools which were to
become Defer, Trombly and Maire. In August of the same year, an ad-
visory comrmittee recommended purchase of the site which was bounded
by Waterloo, Kercheval, Cadieux and Notre Dame. In January, 1923,
tnig property was officially designated a school site, and the trustees
were authorized to negotiate for its purchase, In the same month, a
special meeting of the qualified eiectors was called, and after consider-
abis debate, there was approval of the proposed site by a vote of 59 to

-

Unforcunately, Dowever, tne gite owners and the Scnool Board
=c=id not agree on a Drice, anc the Soard had to iniriate condemnation
£, 1324, The preopertv was uitirmareiy acgquired
2z z cosT of $3181,701.8C arc waeg paid for py & sate of bonds. For & tine.
1323 it was congidered &s a g:ite for a jumior nign scnooi, SUr due Ic
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posgition, the Board reverted to it2 originai pian to build an eiementary

nool there.,
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On December 4, 1930, the architectural firm of Q'Dell and Diehl
wag appointed to design the building, but it was not until Novemnber 30,
1335, that a bond issue in the amount of $169, 000 was put to the vote and
passed by the electorate. This amount represented only 55% of the eati-
mated total cost of the project; the rest of the money was furnished by the
Taderal Covernrment under the Public Works Adminiatration., On
December 11, 1935, bids were opened and contracts awarded in the
amount of $295,220 for the construction. Building of the school, which
wag to be named for Dr. Lewis E. Maire, one of the pioneers in the
consolidation of the school district, began in the early months of 1936,
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Zettling into the New School

Students and teachers entered Lewis £, Maire Elementary School
for the first time on the morning of October 20, 1936. They brought with
them wagonloads of texts and supplies from their temporary classrocoms
and took up their classes where they had left off, One of the original
students, Joanne Ramm, had these impressicns of her new school:

I think this Maire School is a very nice place, 1
am not very used to it, and sometimes I get lost.
I just came from Trombly. The desks, lockers,
biackboards, windows and lights are more modern.

In keeping with the policy of the rest of the school systern, the new
Maire classes were organized on a semi-annual promotion plan. Each
clase had "A' and "B" sections. Children had to be five years old on or
before November lst in order to be eligible to enroll for September en-
trance into Kindergarten. A second group of slightly younger children
wouid begin XKindergarten in FeDruary in a separate class, Asg a resuit,
there were mide-vear as well ag June promotions, Every vear, two
grouns of sixzn graders gracduared to junior Zign gehoel on the campus of
wnat is now South Higk Scnool.

Scon after arriving in tne new building, Maire students had their
Zirst lsggon in zivice. Asg tae adults of the narion went to the pells on
iovembper X, %3¢, tne childrer reid a rmocx presidentiai eiection in waicn
%eoublican candidare Alf Landon defeated Democratic incommbent
Tranxiin D, Rooseveit, a reverszai cf the acraal resuita, Nonetheless,
z gsportemaniike commentaror conceded in the student newspaper that
'“he best man won'' and urged his readers to stand by Mr. Roosevelt
"whnether he iz our man or not. Stand by him for he is the President
for the next four years,'

Finighing Touches

By the beginning of the first full year of classes in 1937, many
improvements had been made to the school grounds, As the infant lawns
gstruggled to survive the constant trampling of children's feet, the school
newspapers were filled with notices urging pupils to stay on the eatablished
walkways, not to throw the playground gravel at each other and to avoid
trampling mud into the new hallways,

Tennis courts had also been comnpleted on the site of the present
Kroger parking lot and were ready for use in the fall of 1937, Saturday
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Dy March of 1938, students and teachers were discussing plans
for the cultivation of a garden on the south side of the building, Eventually
each class designed and planted a garden and cared for it until school was
adjourned for the summer recess. When the students returned in the fall
of 1938, they found many beautiful flowers there to enjoy.

In June of 1939, the School Board scld the Kercheval Avenue
frontage of the Maire School property for $155, 000, This opened the way

for the commercial development of the property to the south of the school,

Use and Improvement of the Interior Facilities

. Students staged their first major dramatic and rmusical presentaticn
in the new auditorium, the operetta Hansel and Gretal, on December 21, 1937,
They also established Maire's first school library: children were responsible
for unpacking the initial shipment of 91 volumes and for preparing them for
shelving and circulation in the fall of 1938, The organization of the library
on the Dewev Decimal Svstem was deliberately modelled after that of the
Crosse Pointe Public Libraries so that a child maight learn from the
2eginning the proper procedures o follow in locaring a book.

. #. bridge parties and oaper drives became poprlar means of
Talging IZnGS TNaT Wenr TOWArd tle purchase of new pooks and Ilurnighings
tor tne library. Iz this way, parentai invoivement ennanced the educational
sovironmernt at Maire from ine vesv beginning, Cne of theix eariy gifis to
tZs library inciuded inree new WOTKs of ceramic arr. These gepicred the
Topular sIOIVDOOK cnaracters, Midger and Bridger, Xing Artour and .
Alice in Wonderiand, and were made by Works Project Administration
artiste. In thism way, Maire profited from the publiciy funded arts projecrs
engencdered by the depressed economic conditions of the period. In 1941,
the P. T, A. contributed further to the aesthetic atmosphere of the school
by donating to each classroom an original watercolor depicting some
aspect of transportation painted by the well-known Detroit artist, Robert
Herzberg. The P.T,A, was able to acquire thirteen more paintings by
the same artist in April, 1942,

In the spring of 1942, the school administration initiated a
district-wide hot lunch program. Two motor trucks transported more
than three hundred hot lunches from the high school cafeteria to each
of the seven elementary schools each day. Prior to this, a hot lunch
had been available for students to eat in the playrcom and, presurnably,
it was produced right on the premises. Students who brought cold
lunches from home were asked to eat them in the lunchroom which was
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feDarate irom Ine tairg Iloer Siavroom. However, sincents were urgec
I go aome ror iunch wnenever posstibie. In the first vear of operatic;r:
2Z tne new food plan, students could choose between a not lunch served
with plain milk for 17¢ and one served with chocolate milk for I8¢,

Earlv ©ducational Activities

Accounts of classroom activities during the first ten years reveal
a definite bias towards a ''hands-on' approach to education: students
studying Indians built tepees; a unit on agriculture necessitated the con-
struction of a farm and the modelling of vegetables from paper and clay;
2 study of American culture led to the knitting of afghans and the singing
of folksongs, and so on. The fruits of such efforts were routinely dis-
vlayed in the showcases on the first and second floors and shared with
the rest of the school.

Field trips, which exposed the students to the real people, ‘places
and thinge they were studying, were naturally an integral part of such an
educational approach, - They also served (not always successfuily) to
expand the limited horizons of the individual student: in March of 1939,
2 sixth grade class visited an exhibit of Modern Art at the Alger House,
Cne student’s reaction was to exciaim: 'Jeepers, Creepers! Modern
art ig awrul stuff. "' The edifor of the school newspaper agreed, saying
t2at ne too could not feel ‘that these messes of lines resembling a
2roken alarm cicck, telepnone or gsomething was art. ! Cther excursions
suring the first ten vears incioded trips o a bakery, o the telephone
csimpany at the corner of Macex and Cadieux, to Indian exnibits at Hudson's
lowntown. and to the Derroir Institure of Ar:.

Maire Zlementarvy was well-launched upon its educationai course
>v tne summerT ol 1939 wnen Maire's first princival, Mr. ivan C. Nichols,
toox a leave of ansence to accent a fellowship at Northwestern University,

e subsequently resigned wnen he accepted an offer to become superintendent
o the Berwyn, Illinoisz school system. Mr. Herbert Hobart replaced him

a8 principal at Maire, a position he would hold until his retirement in 1962.

Extracurricular Activities

Extracurricular activities abounded at Maire in the early years
as teachers unselfishly gave of their free time to sponsor many different
athletic activities and clube. While some Maire students undoubtedly
took private rnusic and dance lessons, there was not then available the
wide range of offerings through different community agencies there
i now, and they sought and found educational enrichment at school,

Sportes were a big part of life for Maire boys from the beginning.
In the fall of 1937, the boys of the irnmediate neighborhood organized a



lootball team wnicn oraciicea anc held Sateraav games on the Mare
iields. Thev were coacned Dv a student Irom tne Xigh schoai.

The following spring, Maire boasted a basketball team which
played against all the other elementary schools, as well as an extra-
curricular Tuesday night basebail league., In fact, it was a sixth grade
class at Maire that designed the baseball diamend in arithmetic class
and then laid it out on the field,

By 1945, the Board of Education was offering supervised play-
ground activities, including tennis lessons, at all the elementary schools
during the summer months. Students also found an outlet for more
specialized skills in events like the yo-yo contest of 1938 and the rnarble
competition which was held as part of the city-wide Free Press marble
tournament in May, 1940,

By the spring of 1941, both boys and girls could choose between
such diverse ciubs as the aviation club which built models and studied
the history of flight, folkdancing club, library club, drarnatic club,
Reporter's Club, Young Writer's Club (in conjunction with the Detroit
News which published several stories and photographs by Maire students),
and two photography clubs which used the school's darkrooms buiit in
940. The following fail, a sportz ciub was added to the roster of school
activities, as welil as 3 jurnior and senior chorus., Students aisc had
opporrunities to enrell in & piano ciass which toasted 46 students in 1941
and, bv 194z, o participate in the Grosse Fointe All Elementary Band
=nicn periormmed localiv,

Stugents were suificientiv at nome zt Maire by the fail of 1641 ¢
ne neeq IOoTr 2 S3CI00L SORE IO exXDPrass their solidarity and their
TTacoment o tne place. A CORIBET Was neld eariy in 1942, and Jerr
Allen‘s iyrics were cnogen To accompany the music written by Miss

—

z. Chesarek. The words are:
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M-A-I-R-E spells Maire,

We are leadersz everywhere,
North, South, Easat and West
Maire always leads the rest,

Irn lessons, zports, and music too
We always try our best to do.
Teachers too all do their share to
Make us very proud of Maire.

Oh Maire, we are proud of you!l

Parental Activities

While Maire students settled into their new building and daily
routine, their mothers and fathers struggled with the age-old challenges




21 Dareninood.  SOTIdnatelv, 4 aumper Of iaciures on Sarenting ana
cnild psvenology were made avaiiable to them tarcugn the auspices
of the Board of Educaticn., Une such series o classes ambiticusiv
tackled "'the problems of raising normal children, the development
of self-coniidence, the philosophy of disciplining and teaching them
the desire to do what they should do of their own free will . . .,
Parent education was to remain an important function of the parent-
teacher organizations throughout the years,

The P.T., A. mixed business with pleasure on at least one
occasion by inviting baseball great Hank Greenberg to speak at the
opening meeting of the 1937-38 year. This was cne P, T, A. function
to which children were also invited. Whole families attended enthn-
giastically, asked questions and obtained Mr. Greenberg's autograph.
Maire's affectionate reception of this outstanding Jewish athlete stands
in pleasing contrast to the anti-Semitism which was rampant in Germany
at this time. Just the preceding year Hitler had used the Berlin Olympics
to showcase the superiority of Nordic athletes,

Charity Towards a Depressed and WarringﬁWorld

As the country struggied to recover irom the effects of the Great
Depression, Maire students were encouraged to help others less for-
Tunate Than tnemselves. A sratement written bv student Mamie Nicastro
iz april, 1941, refiects an awareness of the imperfections of the worid:
I couic nave tarse wisnes . . . I would wisn for peace all over the
worid, wisn for all the crippiled and blind to see ard walk, and wizn for
everv Doy anc girl ic De happy. ' Maire students were taugnt to beiieve
I3at tperr efforis counid make life more toierabie for the pooz, the sicx
anC Tnose wnooSe lives nad Deen disrupted Dv the manv conflicts around
zne world.

Zvery student was a member of the Junior Red Crosg and par-
ticipated in a variety of charitable activities. Students rnade utility
bags and scraphbooks for disabled veterans, Fudge and candy sales
were held to raise money for the Red Cross, which was faced with the
largest amount of war relief work asince the First World War. In 1941
students filled twelve boxes with gifts to be sent to war-torn areas
overgeas. Yearly they collected canned goods and prepared boliday
food baskets for the needy in Detroit,

Health and Safety

Marnie Nicastro's concern in 1941 for the "crippled' had a very
real bagis, The country was then in the grips of a serious polio epidemic.
Even the president of the United States was a victimn of this dreaded
dizseasge, and no child could count on immunity from it. Each summer
and fall, new cases of infantile paralynis were reported in Grosse
Pointe, In both 1944 and 1946 Grosse Pointe students got an extra
week of summer vacation becauee of the Board of Education's concern
over contagion.



CT D2diln IonCarns incluted vearty e asies eplcem: =
wnica ustally geaxed in ApTii and Mav. [ Mav of 1943, rwenty caiidran
at Maire were out of schoot With tRis cemmon but potentiaily dangerous
disease wnich can lead to death or sericus compiications., Then, as now,
{lu epidemics periodically depleted the classrooms: in March, 12309,

127 students were absent from Maire with the flu. In the fall of 1945,
health officials worried about a rise in the incidence of diptheria cases,
a disease which poses a special threat to school-age children,

On the positive side, these years witnessed an important new
health development. By November, 1944, Cottage Hospital had been
designated the cormmmunity distribution center for the new miracle drug,
penicillin, which was used to combat heretofore untreatable bacterial
infections,

Student safety on the street and in the halls was a major concern
irom the very first day: students were drilled repeatedly on safetv rules,
and gafety patrol and service squads were formed immediately, All of
Maire's efforts in this area were rewarded when in December, 1945,
Maire became the first suburban school in Detroit to be awarded the
Green Pennant by the Detroit Times in recognition of its outstanding
record of pedestrian safety,

The Shadow of War

Zver beiore the Zormal entry of the United States inmto Worid

ne need foT renmewed parriotism and a strengrhened national

fenge was maxing irself felt at Maire Schooi. At the beginning of

tze 1939-40 scoool vear, stall members were exhorred by the Board
I Zducatioz o ‘teacn Americanism,  znd scnoois were increasiogly
cerceivec o pe tne proper toci Zor Pingtiliing faith in Democracy. ¢ Iz
tnese years, studemt2 conrromred the reality of war throughout the worid:
& fourtn grade classg, ior example, elected to study China and Japan in
1937 in order to understand why those countries were at war with each
other. Other students ominously fashioned models of bomber airplanes

ag special ciassroom projects,
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By November of 1940, the school system was rapidly losing
teachers who were called up to serve in the armed forcea, even as
school enroliments were jumping. The Board of Education did,
turn, its patrictic best by promising to keep their jobs for them.

Maire students did their part for military preparedness by par-
ticipating in the National Defense Stamp Drive initiated in October of
1941. The children were given an opportunity to purchase the stamps
for a dime or a quarter each Wednesday morning, They quickly learned
to do without ice cream treata and 'shows'' go that they could contribute
their money toward the national effort to build the guns, boats and air-
planeg needed in the event of war,
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“f was atter the Japanese attack on Peari Harbor on the mormng
of December 7, 1941, and America‘s entry into the war in the Pacific
that Grosse Pointe children were thoroughly mobilized and became a
most significant element in the local war effort, Without their enthusi-

astic participation, many a wartime project would have undoubtedly
foundered on adult indifference.

An editorial writer in the Grosse Pointe News on April 16, 1942,
described civilian responsibilities this way:

The work to be done by the civilian population
is so varied that it is hard to think of anyone,
from the ranks of childhood to age, for whom
some niche cannot be found in the great home-
. front of the war machine,
Undoubtedly, Maire students felt themselves to be important cogs in the
gigantic war machine, and this attitude of personal responsibility for
the fortunes of their country was reflected in some of the student writings
iromn this period. Sixth grader Howard Beauvais wrote in April, 1942:

‘m thankfui I live in the U, 8. A.
will heip to defend it any dav.

Z'mn thankdul for defense stampe to buv.,
To win toe war we will surely trv.

ioEer b

Ard Iourth grader Joeeph Redfi=ld wrote at the sarme time: "'We are
S1CKV TO De nappy and free in America. We will huv mors STamps and
Sonas anc win the war.

Sixth grader Frances Frost's fiercely patriotic poem ""Our Fiag'
was published in the Grosse Pointe News on June 1, 1942:

Our flag iz flying overhead

With lovely stripes of white and red.

White stars upon a field of blue

Make up our flag to which we're true.
Sailors at sea, and soldiers on land

All fight for our flag and for what it atands;
For truth, for courage, for loyalty too,
For children and grownups like me and you.
So when you see your flag up high,

Lift up your head unto the sky

And be glad you live in a country so grand,
Where freedomn reigns throughout the land,

~13



Far MaiTe stucents cemonstrated their patrieflsm it practica:
wavs too. Ihev participated energetically in narional campaigns to
sollect and conserve certain materials like waste paper, rubber (from
rubber bands tc old tires) and scrap metal wiich were desparately
needed to combat wartime shortages. The paper collections of 1942
and '43 raised proceeds which were donated to the Red Cross. The
frequent paper drives of January, August and October, 1944, reflect a
real sense of national urgency in this area and were held in concert with
all the other public and private schools of Grosse Pointe, In May of
1942, the paper shortage touched Maire students personally when they
were obliged to give up publication of their quarterly newspaper, The
Reporter, due to the need to conserve paper. T

At this time, victory gardens provided an important source of
food for the Grosse Pointe community, During the war, all residents
were urged to cultivate every available piece of land. Lincoln Maire,
the son of Lewis £, Maire, was 2 prominent leader in this program,”
and as the land along Cadieux and the adjacent streets was considered
particularly rich and suitable for vegetable growing, many Maire
children must have been actively engaged in tending these gardens at
home during the summer months. Some studemts even laid out their
gardens and built modeis of them as spring classroom projects.

Maire students cifered moral suppert and encouragement o
mermbers of the armed Iorces (gome of whom were their own fathers
and brothers) bv collecting boxes of plaving cards and more than six
aundred books as part of the Victorv Book Campaign. These iterns

gent tc coeer and amuse Armerican trooDs at home and abroad.

[
Maire cniidren also extended relief to America’s zilies by participaring
bel

+ion and the "Watches for Ruesia’ Drive of 1643,

But Maire's participation in the National Deifense Savings Stamp
and War Bond programs was perhaps the most noteworthy of all: in
March of 1943, & '"Schools at War Flag'' was awarded to Maire in
recognition of the fact that over 90% of her students had purchased de-
fense stamps of either denomination each month. Inthe {first three
months of 1943, Maire pupils had purchased $4, 485 worth of war
gavings stamps, By the end of 1943, Maire students had, through
their purchase of stamps and bonds in the ''Schools at War Jeep Cam-
paign'' contributed the full cost of one regular jeep, two amphibian
jeeps or ''quacks, ' and two ilying jeeps or ''grasshoppers.’'' By
February of 1945, their stamp and bond purchases sponsored the
acquiaition of an ambulance transport plane which was eventually
dubbed "The Old Grey Maire! by Maire students. This name was painted
on ita side, and it was flown in Belgium during the last months of the
European war by Detroiter S/Sgt, Lionel J. Montagne, a Ninth Air Force
Liaison Pilot. The pilot wrote hiz mother that "those kids will never

R




IOW NOW NAPRDY I am 0 get 4 Diane sponscred Dy them, i cudt makes
TV neart reel gooc. especially since it was sponsored bv students of a
Detroit school. All day I've worked on it, looking it over, and it's
perfect.

In the Fourth War Bond Drive of 1344, Maire children sold
$39, 000 worth of bonds. They came in fifth in sales after the students
at the High School, Pierce, Kerby and Defer.

In Jannary of 1942, the school administration instructed parents
and principals in procedures to be followed in case of enemy attack,
Students duly performed air raid drills, and alternate plans were made
in case an evacuation to private homes became necessary. Shovels and
sand were placed conveniently at hand throughout the building to aid in
fire fighting. Later that spring, the schools and their students dutifully
played their parts in official blackout tests, the first of which was heid
cn May 7, 1942, Boy Scouts volunteered thelr gservices as messengers
for the local Civil Defense workers,

The elementary schools were designated as registration and
distribution points for sugar and gas ration books, and these centers
were staifed by both the teachers and by P, T. A, volunteers, As its
gota oI ifuei oil was runring too low to zallow this additionai use of its
facilities in February oi 1943, Maire was tnen exemopred from this
awrv. On:thnogse occasions wnen Maire was used as a distribution certer,
students were given time oif from clasges. School buildings were aisc

Tiade availabie for civil defense and first aid fraining: in February of
2342, 120 peoois turned our for first aid trzining at Maire.

ACTIINISITAIOTS also adjusted scaool aours to War <ime in tne fail
942, Classes now met Detween 9:15-12:00 and 1:15-.4:00, and this
allowed scnoois to comply with blackout regulations. School leaders
aiso pondered the need for nursery school facilities as community
mothers were increasingly employed outside of the home in war pro-
duction, Perhaps it is no coincidence that Mrs. Alice Moody Schaefer
became the first female member of the Grosse Pointe Board of Educa-
tion in June, 1942, a reflection of the major role women were plaving
on the homefront.

Q
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Paychological Effacts of the War

Although Groase Pointe students proved themselves to be model
citizens in their eager aupport of the war effort, both educatora and
parents were concerned about the possible paychological effects of the
war on the children of the community. In March, 1942, Superintendent
Paul Esgert distributed a memorandum to teachers and parents cautioning
them to be on the lookout for aymptoms of stress in their students and



I3.4ren Quring tne war BDerioc. Se STronglv adviseq against the use o
Junishment ana counseled a calm. tolerant, seli-controiied abproacn
soward children whe were disruptive because of their fears., Adults
were to ascertain privately the causes of a child's anxiety and offer re-
assurance and support whenever possible. In short, Eassert felt that
the school's most important wartime task was ‘to prepare the minds
and emotions of children for the difficult situnation they have to face, "
an acknowledgement that the nation's most precious resource was still
its children.

Reports had reached Essert that children were "silently and
dazedly groping with half-understandings of the situation, in a fearful
and somewhat hysterical mood . . . Children are raising their heads
from their desks as roaring planes go over the school, half wondering
whether they are friendly or not.' He, therefore, cautioned instructors
to aveid engaging in gossip or repeating wild rumors in the presence of
children. Everything a teacher does or says, he felt, added 'to the
chances for either a nation resolute and purposeful or a nation gossipy
and hysterical.,'" War programs such as National Defense Savings,
civilian defense and conservation efiorts shounld be quietly and calmly
{ncorporated into the daily routine at school without unnecessary fanfare,

EZssert further urged all teacners to take training in first aid
z2nc ¢ register Ior civil defense work as a pecessary conrribufion by
izeir proiession to the well-being of the community. Schooi svstem
2mpliovees were offered 2 payroil deduction plan so they couid easily
cut 2 nortion of their wages into United States Savinge Bonds. Of their
swn volition, many school teachers eniisted in the armed forces and,

zw Decemper, 1943, the scnool svetern facad 2 serious =norrage of

Taagcners

Denouement and Peace

Although they continued to work hard, Grosse Pointe children
nad a more difficult time putting the Sixth War Loan Drive over the top
in December, 1944, Paper pickups dropped off in 1945, and a clothing
drive failed to net rnore than one third of the quota of clothes needed
"for the stricken people of Europe' in 1945, Thie slackening of the
war effort may reflect either the community's strained resources or a
general sense of complacency engendered by the approaching victory of
the Allies in Europe. Nonetheless, Grosse Pointe school children had
already contributed approximately three million dollars to bond drives
by this time.

By April of 1945, all the public achool principals had submitted
plane to the superintendent for the observance of Victory in Europe (or
V-E) Day "if and when such a day would occur,'" when the schools would

el
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JAUSEe 1D tRelr WOTX tC Dav aerinite ribufe to those wno nad made svicorosv

>ossible. he second purcose oI Sucn an opservance would be te maxe
students recognize the magnitude cf the job anead in the war in the Pacific
and rededicate themselves to the war and t2e peace wihica lay ahead.

When V-E Day finally did come on Tuesday, May 8, 1945, the
occasion was observed with solemnity and restraint throughout the Grosse
Pointe community. The streets were noticeably emptier than usual. Most
bars, restaurants and shops were closed for the day, and churches held
special services, The schools convened in regular session and marked
the end of one phase of the war with assemblies in which students and
teachers shared the programs, with flag raisings and oaths of allegiance,
and pledges to carry on the war effort, Students also wrote letters of
gratitude to soldiers and their commanders. As they had so often in the
past, they promised to work hard for the success of the Seventh War
Loan, which was needed in order to resupply and transport American
forces from Europe to the Pacific and for the United States to build an
entirely new air force to use against Japan,

When Victory Over Japan finally came in August, 1945, ordinarily
quiet and sedate Grosae Pointe was tranaformed by riotous celebrations.
Some people shouted, some sang, others honked horms and rang cowbells.
Throngs attended church. On Cadieux, three ten-year oid Maire studenrs
Gecked their bikes with: ¢repe paper and trailing streamers and paraded up
and down the etreer, Many Grosse Pointers headed toward the ceiebra-
zions in downrown Detreii, wihiie many Detroiters passed them as they
Ziad the cifv and neaded cut of town along Liaxe Shore Drive, Many thronged
ts5 gas stations to fill up their tanks and luxuriate in nours of aimless driv-
‘ng now toat thev were sure rationing wouid be lifted.

A dangerous ana stressgiul period of Armerican and worid bistory
nad come 0 a ciose, For Maire students, these years at war had been
both frightening and exhilarating as they proved themseives time and
again mere than equal tc the challenges conironting them. They could
rejoice in the knowledge that they had made a significant contribution to
the welfare of their country and their world.
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Postwar Realities

In the aftermath of the war the nation experienced a severe housing
shortage. This had a direct effect upon Grosse Pointe schools as new
teachers were hard put to find accommodations for themselves and their
families. QOften, they had to resort to boarding in the homes of local
residents and farming out their own children to relatives., In many cases
the district lost good teachers who resigned due to their inability to find
suitable housing.

In no time at all, the dearth of housing for teachers and for all
the veterans arriving back home ready to begin families engendered a
building boom in the Grosse Pointes, particularly in the leas developed
‘'east end'' of the district. The resultant influx of population was to have
a dramatic eifect on the development of the school system for years to
come,

Strained Facilities and Redistricting

Ag early as February, 1946, Asgsistam Superinrendent john R.
Zarnes presented a study to the Ricnard P, T. A. outlining the possibility
cZ vlasses as large as fortv-iive, hali-day sessions, and the busing of
students To schools outside of their neighbornoods if & new building pro-
zram was not funded in the Marcn school tax election., Particularly
strained were the Mason (wnere enroilmenr roge to 950 pupils by 1951)
znd Vernier digtricra. Alreadv, Mason 5th and ¢th graders were being
cransported o classee at Trombiv, and the 0A pupiis at Vernier were
attending Defer, OUld Kerov Scnool was aiso crowded with one hundred
supile over capacity, All three =cnoois were operating without library
or gym facilities. The system was short at least seven classrooms in
1946 and short by fourteen in 1947,

The Maire district was not affected as dramatically by the building
boom this early, but by the beginning of the 1949-50 school year, serious
overcrowding at Richard necessitated a major redistricting which changed
the composgition of Maire's atudent population: residents of University
and Lakeland were reagsigned to the Maire district. This deciaion by
the Board of Education was rnet with almost unanimous opposition from
the residents of those streets. In vain, they advocated busing Richard
6th graders to Trombly or the construction of quonset huta on the Richard
grounds as alternativesz to their leaving the Richard district. But the
School Board prevailed and, as 2 result, 431 students were enrolied at
Maire in 1949-50,



Qe transier or RICKRArc STUGERES ¢ Maire cltimmatelv resuired i

tze overcrowding of Maire and tne need rfor additionali redistricting: in
1931-52Z, the caildrern living on Audubon and Whittier were permanenriv
reassigned to the Defer district. The decision in 1949 by the School
Soard to drop the Junior Kindergarten program is another indication
that facilities were strained and that every bit of space in the system
was needed for essential classroom activities. The effects of the hous- i

ing and baby booms were making themselves felt system-wide.

Modernization of the School Structure '

Even as Grosse Pointe educators were contemplating drastic
changes in the number of elementary schools and in the boundaries of
the individual school districts, a fundamental reorganization of the
classroom structure at Maire and all the other schools was underway.

In May of 1946, the Board of Education called for the gradual elimination
of the system of semi-annual promotions which had long been in effect.
Ag of September, 1946, only children who were age five as of January
ist would be eligible for enrollment in Kindergarten, No new kinder-
garteners were to be admitted at mid-year. After seven years, there
would be no meore mid-year promotions or graduaations.

The reasong cited Zor abandoning the cld svstem were: (1) the
2egire to eliminare “combined’’ (or '‘split'!) sections, as 235% of the
sysrem's students were aiready in ciasses wnich combined two or
izree pali-graades; (2} the desire to eliminare oversized ciasses; (3) the
Zegire to eliminate the summmer instructional gap for mid-vear students,
Sarricularly those just beginning to read: and (4) the desire to eliminate
lizruotive Izacner and clags changes at mid-vear. Superinrendent Paul
—ggert f2lf reorganization o be 2 crucial stey forward in improving the
zuucarional gervices oifered by the Grosgse Pointe Scopoi System and
one taat would bring it into line with nationai trenda. .

Changes on the School Grounds

In this decade, Maire school property temporarily housed the
forerunner of what came to be known as the Central Branch of the Public
Library. Inthe process of planning the much needed new library (which
wag also for a time intended to double as a permanent war memorial
ior Grosse Fointe), the School Board had long eyed the land at the
corner of Fisher and Kercheval as a posasible site for the new facility.
But in 1946, they decided to move two stall properties from Kercheval
and Cadieux onto the Maire school grounds to serve ag a temporary
facility rather than erect quonset huts on the high school site.

In February, 1953, Maire lost its tennis facilities and the old
library property when the Board of Education offered to leage these
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3:,00 per annum. The Citv was, at that time, experiencing a severe
parxing shortage, and soci these areas were converted into off-street
parking lots behind the Kroger store and adjacent businesses. The
school had previocusly cooperated with '"Village' merchants by making
the tennis courts available for parking relief during the peak Christmas
shopping season.

By 1955, a gas station was constructed on the corner of Cadieux
and Kercheval. This caused Maire parents considerable anxiety about
the increased traffic flow in and out of the adjacent alley and station en-
trances. After considerable agitation by the parents of the Maire P.T. A,,
the City agreed to furnish extra crossing guards at that location,

Service and Charity in the Postwar World

The great volunteer war effort had come to an énd, and it is very
possible that the children at Maire were both glad and sorry to be relieved
of their heavy wartime responsibilities in the national defense. Perhaps
it is no coincidence that Maire's Scouting programs blossomed in the
postwar years and became a prominent part of the school's extracurricular
activity. Although the area's earliest troops were founded in 1935 and
1229 at Defer and Trombly, it is not surprising that these activities
wnich stressec the development of high morai character, citizenship
ind community service gnouid be even more popular amongst the students
zItne late Zorties ana eariv fifties. These same children had, after aii,
Witz tne enc ol the war, 108t a very vital function in their society, And
Zzouting cifered unparaileled opportunities for cnildren to serve their
cormmmnnities oz Dogltive wav, winile preserving tnat feeling of cara-

at cormes Iromn cooperaring with others on significant tasks
anc wnica was a norable feature of the war years,

sadsrie h

in the 1950's, Maire Scouts worked together on projects like the
collection, repair and distribution of second hand toys to needy children (Cub
Pack 19) and the baking and delivery of more than 60 dozen cookies to the
patients in the Marine Hospital (Girl Scout Troop 1047), Satisiying
ceremonial events occurred too: Brownie Troop 1723 was presented
with an American flag by the auxiliary of the American Legion Post 303
in January of 1956, and all the Scouts of Maire School held a joint rally
at Pierce Auditorium in 1954,

Other charitable works were integrated directly into the school's
daily life. Students continued to participate in Junior Red Cross activities,
as its parent organization was still faced with the challenge of massive
relief work amongat the displaced peoples of war-ravaged Europe and
iater also in the Korean War arena. In March, 1949, Maire students
conducted a successful fundraising campaign by collecting $150, 00 and
the next year, beat its previous record by netting $181, 90, Maire
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;TUQents regulariv joinea tie other rosse Founte <nuldren ia supporting
-ne Torch Drive. Thev aiso varticipated in veariv clotaing drives whica
sent much needed garments o poor caildren in the rural United States
and to refugee children in seven European countries. In May, 1930,

they kicked off a U, S. Savings Bond Drive at Maire by viewing a traveling
exhibit of a replica of the Liberty Bell. Individual classes also undertook
charitable caunses: in 1954, a second grade class took Christmas gifts teo
the patients at the U.S. Health Service Hospital on Windmill Point.

Students, of course, were still encouraged to serve each other:
safety patrol squads continued to promote pedestrian safety each school
day. Members of these groups were rewarded for their services each
year with outings to Tiger baseball games (1949), Midget Auto Races
{1949), Golden Glove fights (1952 and 1953), and the horse races (1953),
In 1955, all public, private and parochial students took part in a massive
Grosse Pointe clean~up campaign and learned first hand about the evils
of littering their environment.

A New Era of Consumerism

Ag the nation converted from a wartime to peacetime economy,
many profound changes were taking place in American sociery and culture.
Americans were deluged with & proliferation of consumer goods on 2
gcale never berlore experienced and especialiv femupring to the consumer
in view of the deprivations caused by the war.

The era of the supermarxet Degan in the 'Village' with the opening
=7 tne brand new Kroger “Serve-Self Supermarxer’ in 1940, The grand
opening of an enlarged and modernized store took place in Septembper,
_%2£. In tpe meantime, a competitor, A & F, had opened '‘the Store of

Furure‘’ aiong the same commercial strercn berween St. Clair and
Neif, Full page ads begged local parents ''to make 4 &P your head-
quartere for the nutritious, delicious foods that will keep your children
healthy and happy from Kindergarten to College'’ and reminded them
that A & P's low prices would help thern save for college too. Now
mothers could turn to the convenience of fancy new produce sections
for vegetables and fruit and avoid the labor of the wartime victory
garden, Better methods of refrigeration meant fewer trips to the
market too, Students could stop by the Kroger or A & P stores on their
way home frorm school and buy snacks at appealing prices: doughnuts
were only 29¢ per dozen, cookies 25¢ per dozen, a half pound bag of
potato chips cost 29¢, and go on. The age of junk food had begun.

One major event in the lives of Maire families must have been
the dramatic announcement by local stores in October, 1946, that ''Meat
ia back!'" After wartime rationing of staples and the general scarcity of
beef, lamb, and pork, consumera rmust have greeted the restocking of
meat departments and butcher shope with enthusiasm.



Witn gas ranoming lifteq, Maire ramilies couid again travei bv
automobile to destinacions outside of thelr commuaxities, During the
war, congestion had been a notable feature of summer iife at Groasse
Sointe‘s lakeside parks. Follution of the waters of Lake St. Clair due
to the discharge of raw sewage into the lake had become a growing
concern in the mid-forties, and there were frequent swimming bans.
But now Grosse Pointers could escape to distant locations. Florida was
a favorite destination, but it was also possible for moderately affluent
residents to venture as far as such exotic spots as Havana, Cuba, In
1947, an all-expenses-paid roundtrip to Havana by airship for six nights
cost only $166.30, By 1948, the same trip cost $179. 15.

Local entertainment was available too: the Punch and Judy
and Esquire Theatres continued to flourish as they had during the war
vears when people sought escape from grim realities in the fantasies
of Hollywood. But now families were offered an exciting new alterna-
tive to the conventional theatre wien the ''all-new, glorious" Gratiot
Drive«In opened in 1948 with its ‘thrilling multi-coloured waterfall
curtain. "' Families could pile into the privacy of their latest model
automobile (readily available now that war-production had ended and
terms were easy) and drive to the movies "just as they were, "

The splintering of the audience into isolated groups at the Drive~in
wag paralleied by 2 new and imporrant developrmernt in home emrertainment,
»iass production and easgyv credit made the televigion readily available
‘oT the first time. One ad Irom 1948 urged iocal families ‘to make
thig a televizgion Christmas’ in their normes. 'Just a torn of the dial
zringe drama. T=uzic. gDOTIE, nRews, eic,., Tight intoc vour home. ¥
Affluert Croese Zoimrers could even acguire compiete family entertzin-
=iert canrere: Ior £330, one could parcnase RCA Victor units which
sombined TV serz with AM-¥M radios and Victrola pnonographe in a
zingle cabinet.

The arrival of television was to usher in an age in which neighbors
came to have less contact with each other, and old patterns of childhood
play were disrupted. Children goon learned to substifute long hours of
individual TV viewing for the cld cornmunal games of the neighborhood.
Time previcusly spent reading silently or aloud with the family or in
listening to fairly complex radio programming was now usurped by the
predictable pattern of TV variety shows and situation comedies. All
this was eventually to have a profound effect upon the attention span and
reading ability of elementary age children. As early as 1952, an open
meeting of the Grosse Pointe P. T, A. met at Trombly to consider the
question of televizion's influence upon children. Eventnally, teachers
were to fight fire with fire and incorporate more audio-vigual aids into
their teaching in order to recapture the attention of pupils whose eyes
and brains were attuned to the fast-paced images of the television screen.
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Mome life was alse Iransiormed (nTals pericd DV the proliferation
and improvement of housenold appiiances, .abor saving devices sucn as
washers, driers, refrigerators, :reezers. mangles, and dishwasners,
These freed women from the most time-consurming of househnold labors
and from the need for full-time domestic heip. Zventually, this physical
emancipation from heavy housework would pave the way for the movement

= of wives and mothers into workplaces outside of the home. But sucha

@ movement was not to take place on a large scale until the Seventies and
Eighties, In the meantime, perhaps in reaction to the separations and

= economic hardships of the wartime, Americans luxuriated in large

§ nuaclear families, with Dad at work and Mom at home in the kitchen or

out chauffeuring the kids around in her capacious new station wagon.
The baby boom of the mid-century had begun with a vengeance, and the

steadily growing population was to affect the course of the Grosse Pointe
Public School System for many years to come,

. Reflections of Social and Cultural Trends at Maire

The new emphasis on consumerism and the growing affiuence of
the middle class is reflected in an activity popular with Maire children
and their parents in this decade. In the early years of the Fifties, both
students anc the P.T. A, staged a numper of fashion shows. Newspapers
27 the dav burgeon with ads featuring both aduit and juvenile fashions and
= ust have reilected the stvies oI clothing Maire children and their
g« —scthers rmodelied at these events,

Cne gsucnh snow sponsored Dv the F. . A. was calied A Boutique
urs py Roberts. ' Troceeds went toward the purchase of record
avers ror the ciagsroome and Ior additionai musical instruments for
e rapidiv growing Dapgd and orcnestra. Another event neid in the
wimer of 1925 was a 'Soutnern Wear Fashion Show' with . T. A, mem-
vers modelling resortwear. The show must have appealed to Grosse
Tointe's new preoccupation with travel and leisure time activities,
because it was successful enough to fund a public addrees system ifor
the school, On the opposite side of the coin, however, were the P.T. A.'s
profitable annual rumrnage sale fundraisers, reminders that not everyone

ahared in the area's new postwar affluence.
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Two fashion shows pianned by and featuring Maire students were
held in this same period. The first, in 1949, involved 125 children wio
rmodelled clothes for a variety of occasions. The event concluded with a
Maypole dance celebrating May Day, a holiday more often observed by
children then than now, In March, 1953, Maire students once again
presented a fashion show, this time to the members of the P, T. A, On

' this occasion, each second grader modelled two or three of his own
garments, and a portion of the show waa devoted to children's clothes
which inspire dramatic play. Favorite dress-up clothes included
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sutfits for cowbpovs, (ndians. pasepall plavers, aiTies, ciowns, supermen,
Zov Scouts, pdallet cancers, andg brides. These costumes provide some
ciues to the juveniie fantasies and popular cuiture of the early Fifties.

In general, ¥.T.A. fundraising efforts grew more elaborate and
serious. FPerhaps the most ambiitious undertaking, one that would be
= repeated with modifications periodically throughout the next thirty years,
E was an outdoor fair held in May of 1953, which featured booths and pony
rides. On this occasion, the proceeds went toward acquiring new library
books, audio-visual equipment and records which the school needed due
to the strained resources of a system which served more and more stu-
dents each year,

Advances in Juvenile Medicine

Although Grosse Pointe had, in general, a lower incidence of
polio than the rest of the state, it was still a major concern for Maire
parents and their children. Thirty local cases were reported in the
epidemic's national peak year of 1952, twenty-four in 1953, and forty-
three in 1954, By 1955, the area was down to only twenty cases and to
only two in 1956, The dramatic and sudden drop in incidence between
1954 and 1952 can be directiy atiributed to the development of the Salk
poiio vaccine which became available to Grosse Fointe in April of 1955,
All public, privare and parcchial first and second graders were given
the chance to get the series oi three vaccine snots, 2,952 children were
accinated in a masgs innocuiaticn on a singie day, April 25, 1955, This
mpresgegive acnievement requirec the cooperarion of twentv-five local
doczors and an ungpecified number of nurses, 2s well as over one hundred
Jolunteer Inotners. _ae Poinre police deparmments participated too by
sroviding tranavortaticn of the needles and syringes back and forth berween
Tne innocularion centers and Bon Secours Hospital wnere they were sterilized
iree of charge., JLlhe second and third vaccine snots were scheduled to be
adminigtered on May 2nd and May 31st, but had to be delayed due to a
snortage of available vaccine, By November, 1955, the Salk vaccine
was produced in suificient quantities for all Grosse FPointe children
through the age of 14 to be innoculated,

Before the advent of the Salk vaccine, the threat of polic shaped
children's lives to a considerable degree, especially during the warm
surnmer months. In 1950, a directive from the Michigan Department of
Health urged that every Michigan child be required to take daily afternoon
. naps and that swimming be allowed for only short periods of time =0 the
! child wouldn't run the risk of becoming chilled or tired (for doctors

sengsed a relationship between chill and fatigue and the amount of paralysis
in the first stages of the disease), Furthermore, children were to be kept
away from strange children who might be diseage carriers and were urged
to wash their hands religiously before meals and after using the toilet,
Parents were to watch for signs of headache, sore throat, upset stomach,
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A0T2 IMUSCies. lever and Stiil necCK and bacx, Nervousness and irritabilisge
were aiso syvmptoma. Miraculousiv, the Salk vaccine reiieved worried
Darants or these grave concerns, '

But other diseases continued to disrupt the continuity of the school
vear. Measles remained a common childhood experience especially in
the late winter and spring months: 1950 witressed a serious measles
epidemic with an average of 150 cases occurring in both January and
February. In March, there were 293 cases with the peak in incidence
not expected until April. 234 local children came down with measles in
April of 1952, 707 cases were reported in 1954, Thege seasconal epi-
demics together with periodic outbreaks of chicken pox, mumps, German
measles, rheumatic fever, diphtheria, whooping cough and flu all added
ap to a lot of missed days at school, even when other serious complica-
tions were avoided, Grosse Pointe also experienced a 33% increase in
tuberculosis cases i{n 1954, and doctors recommended periodic x-ray
examinations to prevent a major outbreak.:

A major, if still somewhat controversial, breakthrough came in
dental care in these years: the treatment of children's teeth with fluoride
and the hotiy debated fluoridation of the water supply to protect the children
irom tooth decay or dental caries. In 1951, fluorine treatment was made
available to all second graders in the Grosse Poirte System at a cost of
32,00 per child for four applications. By 1982, the children of Maire
wers recewving Iree fluoride treztrnents at schooi gponsored by the
Metaers Health Council,

Mental neaith was rot rotally negiected in thie peried either,
Tnougn the evidence suggesTs that Perhabs it was emphasized isss than
= sariier vears., On at ieast one occasion. a DBVCnology professor
dcressed a Maire =, T, A, meerting and fccused on the "Problems of
ne Normal Elementary Child, "

e

The Korean War

The spectre of the Korean War does not appear to have loomed as
large in the lives of Maire children as did its predecessors. Yet here
and there, one can sense its orminous presence in Maire activities, In
January, 1952, all Grosse Pointe children were briefly mobilized to
enlist donors during a bloodmobile drive, the blood being desperately
needed in Korea,

In Decernber, 1950, the school system mapped out a program
for civil defense in view of the "existing international situation,' Students
practiced air raid drills to be used in the event of enemy air attack.
Additional (and, in retroapect, ridiculously inadequate) procedures were
added to protect children from the =till not thoroughly understood effects
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.- atomic radiarien. - he roilowing Mav, tne locai Cffice of Tistlian

Tefense reassured Grosse FPointers that their community ‘would not
gsuffer great harm® in the event of a bombing attack on Detroit.
Darents were also instructed not to come to school during an air raid
warning, but women were reassured nonetheless that they would play
a key role in the event of nuclear attack.

The'Beginning of a New Tradition

Finally, it was during this decade that one of Maire's proudest
and most enduring traditions began, the annual trip by sixth graders to
Washington, D,C. to study famous sites and to cbserve the American
government in action. Every year henceforth save one, students, facuity,
and parent chaperones would pose for a group portrait on the steps of
the Capitol, and the experience in Washington soon became part of each
student's rites of paszage from elementary school to junior high. Credit
goes to Maire parent, Mrs., William Adams, for originating and imple-
menting this worthwhile activity at Maire in 1954,

ik

-Maire School Wﬁhm Yon Trip?
~}.asting Memm‘l es~
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Changes in Administration and Faculty

One of the most noteworthy developments of this period came with
the retirement in 1962 of Mr, Herbert L. Hobart, the principal who had
led the school since its infancy in 1939, At his retirement, he was a 32
vear veteran of the school system which he had joined as a high school
social science teacher, For some time after leaving Maire, he remained
a friend and neighbor to the school at the home he and his wife maintained
on Cadieux Road. Mr. John Hammel, who had been the principal of
Poupard School since it was built in 1951, became Maire's new admin-
istrator.

There were many other new faces on the staif in those years as
well, Enrollments continued to grow, classes were large and the building
wag filled to capacity. Even the small rooms at the southern ends of the
corridors on the first and second floors were utilized for smaller but
regular class sections. The teaching stafi grew accordingly to meet
the demands of the extraordinarily high enrollments. In 1962, there
were twentv-one members of the staff including part-time specialist
teachers, Each vear brought more newcomers to Maire: each year
ihe system acguired approxirnateiy 75 new or reviacement stafi, and
Maire averaged three new teachers a vear vetween 1958 and 1965, he
-urnover of staif was not necesgsariiv ravid either: many of the teachers
wno began their service at Maire in the lase ‘20's and eariy '60's were
still serving their scacol lovaily and weil at the fime of the school's
23th anniversary :n 1980, '

ne Twpansion and Renovarion of the Building

1963 was to be an important year in the evolution of the school
building, The year began inauspiciously with an act of vandalism over
the Easter weekend which destroyed several windows, but October
brought the beginning of construction on a major new addition to Maire.

The addition, which was not completed until September, 1964,
brought Maire two new classrooms (a music room equipped with hi-fi
and recorder and a fifth grade room), a new enclosed stairway to the
third floor on the north end of the building which replaced an old fire
egcape, and a new conference room for use by specialists located oif
the northern staircase., At the same time, the oid third floor '"playroom*
was remodelled and converted into an instructional materiala center which
combined the resources of the existing library (now 6, 000 volumes) with
collections of records, tapes, filmstrips and study carrels for reading,
listening and viewing. '
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The main oifice, waigs had been an arcomirscrural arte rthougnt
carveag cur of tne original scnool clinic, was eniarged and provided witn
worx space for the secretary, an expanded reception area, a ciinic, a
combined storeroom and bookstore, a principal's oifice and a workroom.
It was also refurbished with fresh vellow paint and gold draperies, A
kitchen area was added onto the gymnasium. The low bids on the con-
struction of the addition came to roughly $108, 000, and initially the
Board balked at paying this much., Finally, they acquiesced in the in-
evitable and construction began. '

It was hoped that the new addition would eliminate the need to use
the small end-of-the-hall rooms as regular classrooms and that this
'space could be used by part-time speech and reading specialists, When
Principal John Hammel finally surveyed the results of the year-long
program, he pronounced them 'excellent.' "We have breathing space
and elbow room - at long lasti"

Changes in the Cuarriculum

Cne intriguing innovation, which received considerable publicity
in the local press in 1959, was the introduction of French language
clagses as part of a program by the Board of Education to establish a
foreign language program in the eiementary schools, Superintendent
Jameg W, Dusnong recommended on May 11, 1959, that two French
classes De scheduled for sach elernentary schoel. These clas=zes wers
*c meset for 45 minures imnediateiv following the regular schoolday and
would be available to all students in grades 4, 3 and ¢é. The Board then
autoorized the establisnmenr of the program, which was developed in
response to an earliier poll of parents in which 5% of the respondents
ingicatec a2 desire oy eariler langpage instruction in fhe schools, The
TmA1OTiTY Dreierances was Ior e Frencn language.

If ie not known whether the system was guccessiul in itg search
for =ufficient numbers of competent French teachers or, indeed, whether
it ever implemented the program. But it is indicative in 2 small way of
the mood of the country which, in the wake of Soviet space advances,
suddenly wanted stronger language and science ingtruction for its
children,

In 1964, the School Board dropped the Early Admissions Program
under which certain students could be admitted to Kindergarten on the
bagis of "'readiness’’ as indicated by paychological tests, rather than on
their chronological age. Henceforth, children were admitted on the basie
of age as determined by Michigan statute. The Board felt the success
rate of the children involved in this program was not so great that it
warranted the continuation of the expensive testing procedure, By doing
this, the system got back in step with ''better schools throughout the
country., "
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Maire reacaers cenmnuec ¢ Iester the gualities of generosity
and compassion in their students. Many incorporated charitabie projects
into the classroom routine. Cre third grade class in 1957 expressed the
true meaning of Christmas by bringing gaily wrapped presents to loneiy
patients at the United States Public Health Service Hospital., The Red
Cross aided them by supplying a list of suitable presents. In 1962,
other students brightened the holidays for patients at Eloise, Receiving
and Wayne County Hospitals and at the Eventide Residence for the Aging
by sending them more than 278 presents. In 1963, the patients at the
Harbor Light Center received packages, each with a personal get-well
note from a student. The scouting troops at Maire continued their good
works as well, although the publicity photos from this period primarily
feature promotional ceremonies and fundraising efforts for troop
activities,

Maire children, of course, continued to serve their zchool and
their classmates., The Patrol Saquad and the Service Club, =till sex-
segregated, enjoyed successiul years. The Green Pennant for pedestrian
safervy was awarded by the Detroit News several times during the mid-
sixties, Karly in 1964, new pedesirian routes were established for the
Maire district, and these had tc be carefully expiained to the students
in 2 special assembly by Principal John Hammel and implemenred by
the Parrol Squad. Other opportunities for school service were found in
<ne iibrarv and in the operarion oI the scnool bookstore.

A Unigue Tradition Cortinpes ar Maire

The anpnual Wasnington tring cominued througn this decade withour
inrerrupticn. [t had become 2 tradition tnar was uniguely Maire's in the
Zrogse Fointe School System. As enroliment continued to grow, the
organization and realization of such 2 large undertaking grew more com-
plex for the annual chairpersons, irom the necessary fundraising to the
actual chaperoning of the students. The number of children and adults
traveling to the nation's capital rose from 73 in 1357 to 123 in 1966, a

far cry from the 56 who made the original journey in 1954,

During the '50's and '60's, the groups traveled by train, usually
departing on Thursday afternoon and returning early on the following
Sunday. Friday and Saturday were devoted to a rmarathon of sight-seeing
which included visits to the Capitol Building, the Library of Congress,
the Bureau of Printing and Engraving, the National Art Gallery, the FBI
Building (a perennial favorite of the students), the National Archives,
the Washington Monument, the Jefferson and Lincoln Memorials, a
private guided tour of the White House, Mount Vernon, Arlington
National Cemetery and the various buildings of the Smithsonian Institution.




A new StoD was aaded IO RIS TIFOTOUS INMINErATV in the vears
iollowing the assassination of Fresident jonn £, Xennedy in November
07 1963, In 1964, the Maire entourage placed a memoriai wreath at
the gravesite of the siain president in Arlington National Cemetery and
later groups faithfully continued this pilgrimage.

Another innovation of this period was the decision in 1962 to
travel in late October or early November. The purpose of this scheduling
change was to avoid the congestion of the spring months when sightseers
flocked to the capital in thousands. This was to remain the annual
pattern for many years to come.

An Old Tradition is Revived

The country fair staged by the Maire B, T, A, in 1953 was reborn
again in the '"Maire Fun Faire,' Students prepared the publicity for the
event in the form of coloriul posters and parents volunteered their talents
and time on Saturday, May 14, 1966, while crowds of neighborhood
children thronged Maire's halls and classrooms which were transformed
into booths and game courses and bazaars, The "Maire Faire' was to
be revived periodically throughout the years, most recently in May of
1985. 1t always proved to be a fun and profitable, if exnausting, event,

A New Tradition is Establiashed

. When students approacned Maire teacher Guido Sabeila in the late
'20's apad complained about the lack of opporturnities to periorm in dramatic
and Tusical productions, pe could not have fvreseen that his response wouid
:2ad the wav To the establisnmen: of another ingritution at Maire, the Sth

and ¢tn grade Christmas Play. Originaliy based on the story of the "Pied
Fiper of Harnelin, ' the production evoived over the years into a sophisticated
talent show entitled '"Christmas Comes to Hameiin, !

In the beginning, the musical portion of the production was rather
crade: children simply mimed to the accompaniment of phonograph records.
Later, energetic and enthusiastic music instructors took a hand in the pro-
duction and the musical aspect of the show grew more elaborate. Mr.
Sabella's clazaea have presented "Christmas Comes to Hamelin" con-
tinuously, except for a few years in the late '60'2 and eariy !70's when
Mr, Sabella was teaching at Barnes. Inthe mid-eighties, the children
of the lower grades were still looking forward annuvally to seeing the ''big
kids'" perform.

Maire and the Cold War World

The years between 1956 and 1966 saw the launching of the Russian
satellite Sputnik and the resultant race for space in the United States, the
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Judan Missile Crisis, tne Bav or Figs, e erection of tne Deriin Wall,
the assassination of John ¥, XNennedy and the subseguent affirmaticn o
Jur svstem oI government with the orderly transferrai of presidential
powef to Vice President Johnson, It was a decade when cultural fads
were as ephemeral as the hula hoop (an activity at which Maire students
apparently excelled, if the performance of Debbie Humphreys, who on
one occasion revolved her hoop 10, 000 times, is anything to judge by)
and as enduring as the musical legacy of the Beatles, who swept Detroit
with Beatlemania during their visit in September, 1964,

The international tensions of the period, particularly between

East and West, manifested themselves intermittently in school activities
and community issues. In January of 1962, the Maire P, T, A, offered
school parents an opportunity to view a {ilm entitled "Russia Today. *'
There was a general feeling that the confrontations between the United
States and Russia had reached a serious point. The spectre of Soviet

. Russia was so {rightening that the ordinary citizen felt a strong need to
pierce the Iron Curtain, as well as lift his own veil of ignorance, and
learn more about the nature of the Soviet Union, its people and its system
of government.

A vear later in 1963, the Grosse Frinte Board of Education
greeted the production of a new teachers’ manual entitied ""Teaching
American Ideais and About Communism' with enthusiasm. This was the
uit of 2 fuil year's work by 2 public gcrool committee aprointed to find
wava 'fc strengtnen the educational program." The 87 page pamphiet
was nailed as a breakthrougn iz that it summarized in an orderly fashion

“he many wave in which Americanism can be taught ard atressed. '’ The
ccumment’s preface aise reflected a fesiing tnat American values and in-
aTitutions were seriousiy taoreatened. =oT oniy DV the exisztence of the

Soviet Union, but aiso bv subversive forces within American society

stself. If contained a ciear statement that ‘'zchools also have 2 respon-
sibility to see that our people are informed about the nature and evil of
Communism . . . If Americans are thoroughly informed we need have no
fear of our nation ever - peaceably - accepting the Communistic philosophy. "
(original emphasis)

It recommended that all Grosse Pointe boys and girls be taught:
(1) to appreciate American ideals and to appreciate being part of the
American way of life, (2) to understand the menacing evils of Communistic
philosophy, and (3) to do their duty as citizens by denouncing Communism
and by openly defending American institutions and culture. It is unclear
to what extent this new program was actually implemented at the clags-
room level. The pamphlet itself admitted that patriotism was already
well taught by the Grosse Pointe schoola. In retrospect, thia manual
seems to reflect a momentary faltering of self-confidence and a tendency
to underestimate the deep attachment and loyalty most Americans naturally
feel for their country.
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Juring ana aster the Cuban Missile Crisis, there was increased

cern abour enemy SCTacK, and MAany an American familv discussed the
eed to build a "fallout shelter’ or, indeed, actually constructed one.
imilarly, the question of civil defense received a great deal of attention
on the federal level, and President Kennedy early in his administration
directed the Secretary of Defense to canvas the nation to determine the
number of buildings available fo serve as bomb shelters for fifty or more
peoble.
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In response to this survey, the Superintendent of Schools reported
in February of 1963 that only a few of the system's school buildings,
namely Trombly, Monteith, Parcells and the High Schoeol, qualified as
air raid shelters under federal guidelines, and that these would need
censiderable renovation to accommodate significant numbers of citizens.
An additional $25, 842 would be needed to modify the buildings in order to
shelter 7,149 people. He felt it ''was questionable whether the Board could
or should attempt to justify the expenditure of school funds to provide public
fallout shelters, ' especially since the expenditures were not “educational’
in nature.

The Death of a President

There is no publisrhed account of how Malre students reacted to
tne sudden dearn of Presidert John ¥, Kennedy when he was felled by an
agsassin’y bullet on Novernber ZZ, 1363, Biut nine out of the fourteen
=ublic gschools in Crosse Pointe neld commemorative events on or about
zne anniversary of hig death. The idea for these commemorations
Tizinated with Detroit dentiar D=, Albert C. Howe. e suggested a
‘oimt sTudent-teacner DTOTect TRAT would include a tree pianring ceremony

L)

ZT 2acn ECnROOL.

The decigion 1o observe the anniversary of the agsassination was
le?t up to each school and, on November 20, 1964, a memorial tree was
planted on the iront lawn of Maire School to the right of the flagpole and
to the left of the main entrance, DBrief ceremonies in the gymnasium,
during which sixth grade students paid tribute to Kennedy, preceded the
planting of the living memorial. It is interesting that by 1965, this tree
was referred to as the ""Presidential' tree rather than as the "Kennedy"
tree, as it had been originally, and it wae said then to honor all of the
nation's chief executives who had been assassinated while in office. This
tree was still standing on the Maire grounds in 1986.

Medical Landmarks

in this period, another chapter was written in the story of the
triumph of medical acience over infantile paralysis which had killed
and digabled 80 many in the yeara before the development of the vaccine
by Dr, Jonas E. Salk in 1955, The quick acceptance of this vaccine by
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—-:ilions o7 Americans 0ac led AUMOST IMIMeaiateiv 10 3 Zramanc drep 1o
~olic ithcidence, “Newver pefore, ' 8aild a reporter i the Grosse Pointe

i)

News of Mav 22, 1958, "had a maior achievement in preventive medicine

been executed on so vast a scale in so short a time. " In the first vear
of anti-polic innoculations, there were only 23, 982 cases nationally, a
25% drop from the average number of cases during each of the preceding
five years, 1957 saw another dramatic drop in incidence. By 1958, the
cnly fear was that public complacency and the failure of the unimmunized
to get their shots would lead to a new epidemic. Grosse Pointe's last
recorded case of polio was in 1959,

The year 1964, however, saw the development and distribution
of a more potent weapon in the war against the polio virus, the new oral
vaccine which was called Trivalent, because it contained the three live
polio viruses. It was considered far more effective and enduring than
the Salk vaccine which used dead polio virus cells.

D>, Thomae Davies, Poimte Health Commissioner, announced
another community polio tmmunizadtion program to take place on Sunday,
April 19 and Sunday, June 14, 1964. Maire was one of the local
elementary schools designated as a vaccine administration center. On
each of those dates, 5,200 children and adnlts passed through Maire and
~eceived two drops {{lavored strawberry) of the oral vaccine, which wae
served on a small lump of sugar. With the aid of mmany doctors, nurses,
zolicemen and other voliunteers, the successful program immunized
aimost 53, 000 peopie incally and was dubbed ""OUperation Sugar Cube.’
Zecipientz of the vaccine were asked to contribate 30¢ or more to help
deiray the cost of the program. Sut no onhe wasg rsjecied f{or not making
2 contriburion. Thos=e residernts wno were tnabie o avail themselves
=7 tne prograwm wers sncouraged 10 be lmrmunized Dy their private paysicians,
even if tneyv nad pravicusiy recsiveq the Salk inlections. Standard use of
she oral vaccine nad, bv 1986, lowered the average annual number of re-
oorted cases of polio in the United States to about six.

The early 1960's witneased another significant medical development,
which was to have a profound effect on the lives of school-age children,
A measles vaccine was licensed for use in March, 1963, Following a
rnation-wide immunization effort in 1965-66, the incidence of epidemic
measlez decreased dramatically, Prior to the introduction of the vaccine,
measles primarily attacked children between the ages of five and nine
years, and epidemics occurred in urban centers like Detroit every two
to five years, with each epidemic laating three to four months, Measies
is a highly infectious diseagse and was passed rapidly in a2 school setting.
Between 200,000 and 600, 000 cases were reported annually in the United
States in the pre-vaccine era, so the disease was clearly a disruptive
force in the lives of children and the teachers who had to cope with their
abgences from school,
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Administrative Changes

This decade witnessed the most rapid administrative changes
Maire Elementary had ever experienced in its thirty-odd year history.
Principal John Hammel left Maire in 1966 to head Monteith School, a
position he was to hold until his retirement eleven years later. He was
replaced at Maire by John Rohrer, who remained in charge uxntil his re-
placement by Donald Bassett in 1968,

Mr, Bassett’s tenure at Maire is especially remembered for a
project he undertook with the students each spring, maple sugaring,
Sap was drawn from the large maple which stands on the rear play-
ground between the school building and the Kroger parking lot. The sap
was then boiled down and reduaced to maple sugar crystals.

Another Bassett innovation was the Saturday Gym program.
Bassett first conceived of the idea in 1969 when he found himseif
coming in to work on Saturdays and bringing his children along with
aim. His kids had #o much {on playing in the gym that he decided to
propose a Saturday recreation program for all Maire students., Mr.,
Zasgseit also originated the idea of bringing in the school enginser to
nelp maintain order and to assist in cleaning the gym so that it wouid
be ready for use on Mondav morzning,

Fhile it was Mr, Bassert‘s idea. it wag the Maire P, T, A. which
Tade the Drogramn pogeible and picxed up tne cost of a Tidar on the schonol
sveterm’'sz liability insarance, 3v 1973, the program was weil establisped
with Detween 80 and 120 energetic chiidren supervised by a cadre of
soughly 15«20 fathers a2nd mothers, Experience led the parente to de-
vise Two sections, one from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a,m. for K-2Znd grace
gtudents, followed by one from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon for the older
children, This systermn worked well because the younger kids were
willing to yield the floor to the older children, but the reverse was not
always true. '

Saturday Gym activities were varied and ranged from floor hockey
tc relay races to tumbling exercises, with the action extending out inte
the main corridor of the building, One parent might do multiple duty as
coach, referee and scorekeeper,

In 1973, boys and girls attended the early sessiong in roughly
equal numbers, while only a few older girls braved the later one. The
Women's Movernent had, however, permeated Maire to the extent that
the Safety Patrol and Service Club were finally made co-ed. Once
given the opportunity to help monitor pedestrian safety, the new fernale
guarde performed very creditably.
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. A, AcCtivities

Maire benefited from a very active and enthusiastic group of
F.7.A. volunteers in this period, By 1971, Maire parents were deeply
involved in enhancing the educational program with enrichment activities,
No longer were they content to function solely in a fundraising and social
capacity, Besides the Saturday Gym program, parents conducted an
extracurricular dramatics club (the kind of activity teachers had spon-
sored in earlier years) and a creative stitchery program conducted
within the classrooms for a short period each year. g

Neonetheless, P, T, A, social events, like the annual Ice Cream
Social, were important in binding the staff, the students and their
parents into a harmonious working unit, and fundraisers were still
fecessary, One ambitious eifort during the 1971.72 school year was
the "Maire Aire Faire!' held at Three Mile Park, where more than 600
hot dogs, 500 soft drinks and 200 kites were sold to a large and en-
thusiastic crowd. Also, 2 White Elephant Sale was held which netted
over $600 to help defray the cost of P. T, A, activities and gifts to the
schoel, The proceeds from the gale of the Maire Mom's Cookbook went
toward these same ends, The tri-anngal fundraiser, the Maire Faire,
wag also held regularly during these years,

School Reorganization

¥ Maire experienced a2 rapid turnover of principais during this
decade, it {like 21l the elementary schoois) aiso experienced the diasruption
2 naving its Oth grade classes transierred to Fierce Junior High School
= 1968, This caange was made in order to raiieve tne crowded con-
2itions in the eiementary scnoois where enroilmenrs reacned a peak in
%71 and in order to implement the ‘‘middle school'* educarional concept.
5y tne mid-1970's, disenchantment with this arrangement seems to have
get in, and falling enrollments among the elementary age popuiation made
it possible to move the sixth graders back from the now-congested middle
schools into the less crowded environment of the elementary schools,

Weakening of Public Support

Declining enrollments enabled the elementary schools to regain
their jurisdiction over the sixth grade, but they were also a cause for
concern by administrators and School Board trustees, who had to cone-
tend with failed millage initiatives (in 1970 and 1976) or with slim margins
of victory (1972), as well as with the threat of declining state aid in 1976,

In this period, they had to resort to threatening teacher layoffs
if second millage proposals failed: four Maire staff members were
threatened with layoffa in 1976, It was at this time that the Grosse
Pointe School System embarked upon long-range planning that would take
into congideration the new realities of the declining birth rate,
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Tducational Trends

This was a period of educational experimenration nationaily,
wnen students on all levels were allowed and encouraged to have greatar
input into the educational programs that served them. The Grosse
Pointe system had had ''open school' programs in operation at saveral
of its elementary and secondary schools including Defer and Richard
for a number of years by the mid-1970's. These had been developed in
response to parental demands as well as to the prefarences and interests
of individual teachers,

In the open education approach, the interests and needs of the
students are considered paramount, and the curricuolum is structured
around these., The teacher, no longer a central acthority figure, serves
as a facilitator and coordinator of student activities, The goal of open
education is exploration and discovery, as opposed to the more traditional
transmission of skills and specific information.

By 1975-7¢, Superimtendent James A. Adams described the
Grosse Pointe School System as one that combined the best of both the
open and traditional approaches to education, Ee argued that there was
‘o one best'! method of education, although he conceded that the Grosse
Fointe syetem was, on balancae, traditional in nature. He adwvocated for
the future maintaining a flexible approach that wouid take into considera-
iion the needs of students, parents and teachers, He personally believed
that tne open approach better served the pocial development and individuality
of the student, hut that the teaching of baeic sikillg and transmission of
specific xnowiedge were the most importanr gozis of any educational
Trogram.

"New matn’’ nad peen a feature of American education since the
sariy 1960's but, by the eariy 1970's, disenchammers with its methods
and results ied to a strong reaction against it, Cne group of Maire fifth
graders expressed their irreverence towards 'new math’ in a flippant
parody of the '"Gettyasburg Address'' which was publighed in the Groase

Pointe News on March 16, 1972:

The Math Addrees

Four math books and seven pages ago
our teachers brought forth in this classroorm,
a new math book conceived in liberty and dedi-
cated to the proposition that all math books are
created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great math test,
testing whether that clase, or any class so con-
ceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We
are met in a great test field of that book, We
have come to dedicate a portion of that math
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But in a larger sense we cannot do ou-
wOTK, we cannot answer these problems, we
cannot do the test, The brave kids living and
dead who struggled here have done the work
faster than our poor power to add or subtract.
The school will little note nor long remember
what [ am saying here, but it can never forget
what they did here,

It is for us the survivors rather to be dedi-
cated to the unfinished work which the teachers
have assigned. It is rather for us the survivors
to be dedicated to the great test remaining before
us, that from these honored kids we take increased

. devotion to the cause for which they gave one last
measure of their time ., , ., for math, math, math,

That we here highly resoclve that these dead
kids shall not have died in vain, and that this
gchool under math shall have a new birth of ma*h
and that this math of the kids, for the kids, and by
the teacher shall perish from the school.

Zv 1§7¢, “new math’ had been virtually abandoned by the Grosss
~ointe Fublic School Svstem. Zducators were once agair siresging
Tasterv of "life gxills' ratner tnan general mathemarical principals,

Zpecial Tdocariar

growth of special education programs in the Grosse Pointe system. Follow-
ing the passage of the Michigan Mandatory Special Education Act in 1971,
special education programs became the fastest growing segment of public
education thanks to funding from federal, state and county grants. By

1976, the program had grown to serve more than 2,000 Pointe students

both public and private.

Maire students who needed remedial reading instruction or speech
therapy now received help two or more times a week by specially trained
instructors or therapists. Social workers were available to aggist
students and their families with any problems that might arise, and
school psychologists tested students regularly, Severely physically,
mentally or emotionally impaired residents of the district were educa-
ted in special facilities separate from Maire, but otherwise naver
before in the history of the school had Maire students and their teachers
had such ready access to the specialized skills of so many gupport pro-
feasionals.
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More Advances 1nthe Wwar Against Comtmunicable Childhood
Diseases

Rubella (or "German Measles’) virus was propagated as early as
1252, but it was not until the middle of 1969 that it was first licensed in
the United States, Prior to the introduction of the vaccine, the rubella
virus attacked children and adolescents most commonly, and localized
major epidemics occurred at six to nine year intervals, Pandemics
occurred in 1941-44 and 1963-65,

Another common childhood illness was mumps for which accurate
statistics are not available because it was not a reportable disease.
Children in the five to ten year old age group were most commonly in-
fected before the introduction of the mumps vaccine in December, 1967.
Since widespread use of the vaccine in the early 1970's, relatively fewer
voung children have suffered from this diseacse.

By the mid-seventies, it was more and more possible for a child
to have a perfect attendance record at Maire School.

Cther Health Concerns

Dental neaith was still stressed at Maire. At least once during
tae fourth decade, the Health Education Conncil of Grosse Pointe
made available to X, 2, 4, 6 and 8 students a cieaning, finorida-
ticn ana dental nygiene program.

FTograms were aiso imbiemenrted througnout the school system
o cdeal with tne bigner incidence of alcohol and illegal drug use by
Zrosse Foinre sTtudents. LmDRasis was Diacec on educating students
abour the porenrially narmful effecrs of these subatances,

Witnesa to Historv

With the firat full term of office of Prezident Lyndon B. Johnson
in 196468 carne the culmination of the civil rights movement, the War
on Poverty and major civil disruptions that took the form of urban riots.
The spring of 1968 brought the renewed threat of further civil disorder
in the wake of the agsassinations of civil rights leader Dr, Martin Luther
King, Jr. and of Democratic presidential candidate Senator Robert Kennedy,

who were killed within just a few months of each other.

Maire activities were touched by these events in small but con-
crete ways. The fifth grade trip to Washington was postponed due to the
Poor People’'s March on Washington which was staged in November of
1967. A combined group of fifth and sixth graders were able to make
the trip the following year and, when they did, they found a new stop had
been added to the traditional itinerary, the gravesite of Senator Robert
Kennedy. . :
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MElre 20Te witness more SirectlV I 3 Al ChaBter 1 the cipal
_ 2 Luther King, Jr., wno had dedicated his life to acnieving

2gual rignts for American minorities. The trustees of the Grosse Pointe

Board of Education held a regular meeting in the gymnasiam at Maire

on February 12, 1968.  After regular business had been concluded,

there followed much discussion by the trustees and audience of the re-

quest by the local Human Relations Council for permission to use school
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facilities for an address to be given by Dr, King in March., There had .
been a longstanding policy on the part of the Board to allow the use of
school buildings by community groups. I

In the course of the discussion, one trustee sought to block the
use of the high school gymnasium, He presented what he called "factual i
evidence'' to substantiate his earlier claim that "'Dr. King was not the E
apostle of non-violent acts he is purported to be." The trustee also
emphasized that local police chiefs were concerned about the impending
vigit., Assistant Superintendent Joseph Spagnoli replied that the concern
felt by and precautions taken by the police were normal in view of the
national importance of the figure they had undertaken to protect,

A standing-roome-only crowd and tense atmmosphere greeted the
Board of Edncation at its next regular meeting on March 11, 1968,
This meeting, too, was held in the gymrasimm of the Maire School.
The same trugree again made a motion to rescind the permit izgued
to the Human Relations Council for speaker Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Zae motion was defsared by a 5-2 vote.

A neared dizcussion of the marter ensnad, [t was eventuaily
zgTaplisned that tnhe Human Relations Councii had indeed fnifilied sl
8 TSQUIreInents ag a remer of scoool property, that the Human Re-
;ations Council had proper personal liability coverage, that the speecn
woulid cause no posTponement of school activities, and that the Human
Relations Councii would cover all extra police costs as well as the

lirst 5500 should any property damage occur as a result of the gpeech,

As it happened, Dr, King did come and lecture to a capacity
audience of 2,700 Grosse Pointers who filled the high school's gym-
nasium on the evening of March 14, 1968, Although he was greeted
with a standing ovation, some 200 pickets demonstrated against him
in front of the building, and throughout his speech, he was interrupted
by members of the ultra-rightwing group "Breakthrough' who shouted
derogatory epithets auch as '"traitor.' Dr, King, in each instance,
treated the hecklers with a courtesy they did not return.

Dr. Xing then remarked that he had discovered the theme for
his Lenten sermon in the events of that evening, He would preach on
the New Testament text, '"Forgive them, for they know not what they
do.' At the conclusion of his speech, he was given another standing
ovation.
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Zr, Wing's remarK I Ii§ cetractoTs it Jrosss Sointe gained
=wew and haunting significance wnen, oniv tharee weeks later, ne was killed
5y an assassin’s bullet in Mempnis, Tennessee, Crosse Fointers were
stunned bv the news of their recent guest’s death, and they joined the
nation in mourning the loss of this leader on April 4, 1968, Flags were
flown at half-staff on all public buildings, and the public schools all
stopped for a silent tribute to Dr. King on the Tuesday morning follow-
ing his death. The churches of Grosse Pointe joined together for a
Memorial Service on Palm Sunday, and 200 mourners placed a floral
tribute to Dr. King at the base of the flagpole at Grosse Pointe High
School, Many more silently rededicated themselves to work for the
improvement of human relations,

—
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T arth Day Observances

In this decade, the ecological awareness of Americans was being
raised in a variety of ways. GCrosse Pointe had been personally touched
by the problem of pollution whan local beaches were first cloged in the
1940's due to sewage contamination.

Tarth Day, first held on April 22, 1970, was the idea of Senator
Cavyiord Nelson. I was dedicated to educating all Americane about
gerious environmental isgues. An all-out national effort was made to
reach students at every level, and Grosse Pointe schools pianned a
,_ varierv of activities in observance oI the occasion, ranging from day-
A iong ‘teacn-ineg'’ to local ciean-up campaigns by individual clagses.
Cther student groups collecred uzaoreturnable botties and cang and re-
Turned thern ro the manufacturers. Still other groups were taught how
sroperiy o dispose of DDT anct otner cormmon nousencid insecticides
ing were taught the nazards of uging non-oiodegradable derergents,

§ Most of the Grosse Pointe eiementary schools appear to have
participated in some form of Earth Day activity, This one day of ob-
servance eventually spawned various commaunity-wide congervation
efforts that persisted for a number of years,

Schools and the Energy Crisis

President Richard M. Nixon addressed the nation with a televized
speech on November 7, 1973, in which' he brought home to every American
the serious meaning of the national energy crisis brought on by the Arab
oil emnbargo, In this speech, he cutlined a series of ateps to he taken
to curb the national consumption of oil, gas and electricity.

Prior to the President's address, the Grosse Pointe School Board
had already begun discussion of measures that could be taken by the

school system to reduce energy use, Conservation methods proposed
included: (l)maximizing the use of school buildings during off-school

-49-



1TuTY AN o TMAKINC aieraticns i DALl and exTaTricy ngnting at aigac,

20 weeKends and durng aoliday perwods,

Tive of the svstem’s schools, inciuding Barnes, Monteith, Ferry,
Defer and Pierce, were heated exclusively by oil, and plans were made‘
‘or placing their students in alternate facilities should the crisis become
acute, Maire's continuing operation was not threatened at this time be-
cause it was not entirely dependent upon oil fuel. Later in Novernber,
1973, the Board also considered the option of shutting down all of the
schools for a longer period than usual during the Christmas vacation in
order to conserve fuel costs.

The Bicentennial of the United States

At the end of Maire's fourth decade, the United States of America
celebrated its two hundredth birthday. This was the occasion for much
rejoicing and celebration across the nation, and Grosse Pointe was no
exception. Since nobody enjoys birthdays more than children do, the
schools provided a natural focal point for many of the local bicentennial
Iestivities.

A system-wide celebration took place from April 5th to 9th, 1976,
Special events geared to stir the patriotic impuises of every child were
scheduied for each dav., Dally assemblies, balicon lavnches, historic
—urals. dress-up dave, flag-raisings, parriotic films, American craft
‘airs, song fests and historical announcemerts over the public address
sysiems were Typical elementary sciool activities, Most of the Maire
students’ efforts “went into the production of anoperenta, "My Country
Tis of Thee, " which was presented on Wednesday evening, April 7, 197¢,
‘% Tne CROOL gVINNAasiTm. ‘

Thus, Maire's fortieth anniversary year began on 2n upbeat note,
refreshing after the difficult years overshadowed by civil disturbances,
political assassinations, a costly and comtroversial war in Vietnam,
Watergate and the resignations of a vice-president and president in dis-
grace, and the debilitating experience of the oil crisis. It felt good to
rejoice in the simple fact of America's continuing existence.
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A Threat to Maire's Continuing Existencs

The single most important fact about Maire in its fifth decade
is that it almost ceased to exist as a neighborhood elementary school.
Declining enrollments had been a cause of concern since the early
1970's for Grosse Pointe educators, who had grown accustomed to the
large classes and crowded facilities of the baby boom era. By 1977,
the census report indicated that the system had lost about 20% of its
‘students since 1970.

In April of 1978, School Board members decided (in view of the
declining enrollments) to commission a study of the long-term utiliza-
tion of school buildings. For the short term, they were committed to
keeping all existing schools open through 1978-73. The following
December, on the recommendation of Superintendent William Coate,.
they decided to allow all buildings to remain open at least two more
‘vears through 1981, although they were to continue to discuss the
possibility of some eventual closings., The postponement of the clos-

ing issue at this time was due to apprehension about the high cost of
sroviding transportation to the displacec students of the ciosed schools
and was also influenced by negarive parentaj and neighborhood response.

-

£ By Seprember of 1980, enrciiments nad dropped further io the
ievels of the mid-1950's (about 8, 705 studemrs, =z loss of 36% since 13711,

; and substanrial reductions were predicted for tne next three years as

e well, 3Sv Januvarv of 1981, the cioeing issue wag again at the top of the
Zcaoel Beard's agenca. Altnougn Superintendernt Coate conrinned to

; advise that ciosings be avoided and that {he emprier bulidings be usea

: 10 nouse expanded iacilities for art, libraries, music and the gifted, he

reluctantiy proposed a pilan of his own to: (1) close Mason, Defer and

Earnes, (2) move 6th graders into the middle achools, and (3) move

9th graders there as well.

By May of 1982, most of the work had been completed on the
school closing study by the citizens' committee chaired by Mr., Edward
Deeb, Rumors were flying fast and thick in the community about which
of the schools were to be closed. In January, 1983, the citizens' panel
advised the Board to close down one middle school, to redistrict or
consolidate the elementary schools and to move 6th graders into the
middle schools. They suggested that 240 students should be the mini-
mum enrollment for each elementary school. Public hearings were
held on the gubject during the spring months.

! On April 11, 1983, Superintendent Brummel announced his own
\ closing plan. The first phase involved: (1) moving 6th graders into the




iadis sCneels  and (L0 ciosing Mason., Defer, merby ang Sarnes oo
fallci 1984, The micdle scnoois would, for the most part, absord the
2isplacea students, A tenrative second phase would: (! close Ferrv,
Tromblyv and Richard and send their students into the middle schools
and (2) move current middie schoolers into the high schools where grades
v=-12 would be combined. The oniy elementary schools to remain open
aunder this plan would be Poupard, Monteith and Maire, This plan re-
ceived strong support from Board President Dorothy Kennel, who found
it "necessary to preserve programs.,' Trustee Roger Dalby pointed out
that the plan would result in a system of mega-schools with only three
elementaries and two high schools by 1990, )

Parents voiced strong opposition to Brummel's propoéal at
public hearings and began to organize and to expose the logistical weak-
nesses of the plan. As a result, the trustees asked Brummel to delay
his final recommendation until October in order to allow for more
paremtal input and to permit the trustees time to study the plan,

In August, before many Grosse Pointers had returned from their
summer vacations, Brummel ventured a second plan: {1} to close Maire,
Mason and Barnes, (2} to close Pierce, and (3) to move the 6th graders
into the middle schools. Parental protests grew more organized and
vocal through the fall months.

-~ response to parental pressure and neariv insurmountabie
transportation problems, Brwmmei's final recomrmendation in October,
3E8%, was much reduced, He asked that: {1) Barnes be ciosed, (2) that
2 aders dbe moved into the middle schools, and (3) that some Defer
Tudents De rransrerred o Irombiv. On November 1i, 1983, the
cnocl Zoarg voted o-1 I0 2DDTove Toe first Two recommendations,
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Maire nad corne through the great school closing wars not en-
tirely unscathed, but basically intact - fortunately, as it turned out, since
a leveling of the enrollment occurred in 1984, and higher than expected
numbers of studenta in 1985 led to the hiring of extra teachers. That
year's 4th Friday count reveaied 222 more students system-wide than
had beer projected by the school administration. 1986 enrcliments ex.
ceeded projections toco,

Mew Principals

So Maire did survive its fifth decade despite the loss of its sixth
grade clagses, and twice during those years it experienced a change in
leadership, When Principal Donald Bassett left in 1978 to administer
Pierce Middle School, he was replaced by Mr, Lee Warras, who served
ag principal until the assignmment of Mr, Jay Flowers to the school in
1984, At this time, Mr. Warras became the principal of Kerby School
with respongibilities at Brownell as well,
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The repiacement o Warras ov Flowers wasg partof a svstem-wige
regnuffiing of administrators under a sweeping reorgamzation plan in-
stituted by Superintendent Kenneth Brummei shortiy before his departure -
{rom the system in 1984, Under the plan, Maire also lost a part-fime
administrative position, that of the first assistant to the principal. Of
the changes he ordered, Brummel said, "I'm one who firmly believes
principals should move around from time to time. It gives them and

the teachers they lead a fresh perspective and encourages them to

approach problems with new concepts, "

Fresh Concepta at Maire

By the time of the school's fiftieth anniversary, Mr, Flowers
had introduced many educational innovations at Maire. One of these
was a fifth grade social studies project which he had already pioneered
at Defer. DBeginning in 1984-85, both fifth grade sections participated
in Mini-Society, a program developed and patented by UCL A professor
Dr. Marilyn Kourilsky to teach economics to grade-schoolers.

Under this program, students are encounraged to develop their
cwn nation, flag, monetary system and economy complete with the de~
velopment, advertisement and gale of products., Students are required
to live by the choices they make for their society. Teachers Guido
Zabelia and Ronald Ferguson were specialiy trained during a four dav
seminar in the recnnignes reguired to teach the program, the costs of
wnich were splii by the school system and a sponsaring business. COne
:: tne pardest things for the teacher to iearn was to De 2 mmember of the
socizty and not itz manager

Besides gaining firsr-nand experience with economics, the students

used reading, writing and math skills in working on this project. At the end

ol the program, they were asked to review and anaivze their experiences

and to learn from their errors.

Olympice of the Mind

Mr. Flowers had established a succeseful extracurricular
Clympics of the Mind prograrmn at Defer, and felt that Maire students
would benefit from such a program as well, At Defer, the program
nad been organized and coached by parents interested in developing
creativity and problem-solving skille in their children. At Maire, the
program was to be heavily dependent on both the efforts of volunteer
parents and on those of its high ability teachers.

The Olympica of the Mind program started in 1978 when 28 middle
and high achools met for competition in creative problem-solving at
Glassboro State College in New Jersey. Six years later, there were



200 teams zromt tne Unirea Stares, Jznaga and Mexico Sommneriny agains
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Maire's teams were remarkably successrul in the scioool's first
vears of participation in the program. In both 1985 and 1986, Maire
students performed well in regional competitions and went on to take top
Prizes in the state competitions at Lansing, By working together as a
team after school and on weekends for more than three months, these
students were able to brainstorm, execoute and demonstrate the solution
to a complex problem without the help of any adult, Maire was justly
proud of her new champions!

Young Authors.Program

Ancther academic program Mr. Flowers encouraged at Maire
was the Young Authors Program, which was hosted each spring by a
different elementary school. Several participants were chosen from each
Maire class to attend the annual conference along with 300 other Grosse
Pointe students. The students could choose from a wide array of work-
shops led by over twenty presenters on a variety of subjects ranging from
cartooning to word pro cessing to poetry to journalism to song writing,
They also had the opportunity to hear talks by such distinguished authors
of children's literature as Alfred Siote and Trinka Hakes Noble,

Noorn Hour Enrichrment

oon after his arrival at Maire, Mr. Fiowers tarew hisg fuil
FUDPOrT benind a proposal by a Maire parent to establish a Noon Hour
znrichment program. Thisg Program was implemented by November of
(984 and oifered students interesting alternative ncon-time acrivities
iuring tne winter moonrns. During the firse Vear, the program offered
3TUOEmTs a cnoice of drawing, German, Junior Great Books and Table
Games. Inthe second year of its operation, French, Printmaking,
Science, Future Probiem Solving and computer ciasses were added to
the roster. All of these classes were taught by mothers who volunteered
their expertise and at least one hour's time each week to the program,.

Increas ing Parental Involvermnent

With Mr. Flower's eéncouragerment, Maire parents were now in-
volved in a big way in enhancing the educational program. Some
parental involvement had, of course, existed prior to hiz arrival at
Maire. Early enrichrment activities were, like the later ones, funded
and supported by the P.T.0O. which also facilitated the recruitment of
parent volunteers,

The older enrichment programe included the Stitchery and the
"Picture Lady" programs. Since 1980, Maire parenta had been affiliated




)

Wit Tae Metropoliitan Detroiwr cFicturs Ladv’ Frogram sponsoreg b

:ne Birmingnam/Bloomrieid Art Association. Under tnis program,
cained parenr volunteers entered tne classrooms on a regular basis to

*_::...ociuce the children to the works of a major artist. Thus, it provided

a means of offering Maire students a good art anprectatxon program asnd
an introduction to the history of art.

Another important P.T,.O. enrichment activity which began in
the late 1970's was called the Supplemental Environmental Studies
Program and wag staffed by about six Maire parents. They sponsored
activities such as lectures by the supervisor of the Belle Isle Nature
Center which exposed the children to undomesticated wild animals., The
program also introduced students to important environmental issues and
taught them the basics of conservation by sponsoring aluminum can
collections and paper drives. Inthis way, it encouraged the habit of
recycling limited resources. Parents also tended the Nature Center
located to the south of the building and sponsored visits by the Upland
Hille Farm and the Living Science Foundation.

Continuing parental interest in science education led to the
establishment in 1984-85 of the Maire Science Room and the Computer
Frogram in 1985-86. The Science Room was outfitted by a group of
Darents in an unused classroom of the school. Eventunally, this was to
cecomne the locus for reguiar science instruction by ciassroormn teachers
-= comjunaction with a visiting science consuitant who spent one dav a
waex at the school,

“2e Computer Program deveioped out of the desire of one Maire
Sarent I centraiize the scnooi’s compumrer resources in a singie room
AnC. Wit tne DE’D or many other volunteer rnotn.e"s, o offer all o2
Maire's stndemts a reguiar program in computer science, In 1986,
tais program was still run entireiv by parent voinnteers, but it was
Zclly integrated into the school curriculum and conducted during ciass
nours.

New Developmenta in the Elementary
Curriculum

In the years between 1976 and 1986, the elementary curriculum
underwent major scrutiny. Superintendent James Adams undertook the
tagk of reorganizing and updating the entire school curriculum in 1974 and
released a definitive report on the K-6 programs in October of 1976, At
that time, he stated that all programs had been updated "in conformity
with an activity centered inductive philosophy of education, " which
would require some teacher in-service retraining and the introduction
of new texta, particularly in the language arts area.

In practical termas, the new curriculum meant that "‘new math'
wag abandoned and that basic math skills were to be stressed. The
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svstem was aiSC NOW COIMIMINed IT the teacming of Mefrics. althouga tne
‘ollowing vear if would grow more cautious asout precipitously abandeon-
ing the teacning of the old American measursment system. The science
pr“ogram would use an activities-oriented method to teach students to
cbserve, describe, interpret and draw conclusions, The Qrff music
program, which utilized "mistake proof' instruments, would be adopted.
In 1984, another report on the elementary curriculum recommended
E that "'computer literacy' be stressed and called for the reorganization

of the old TAG (Talented and Gifted) program into a more selective high
H ability program.

When state cuts in aid to school districts were threatened by the
Milliken administration in 1980, the most obvious targets were state-
funded programs like special education. Serious cut-backs began in 1931
at the same time that declining enrollments made certain special education
classes too small to operate, By January of 1985, Director of Special
Education Dri Claire Hunt was looking for ways to economize and stream-
line her department which was, at that point, the third-highest staffed in
the system.

These deparimental cuts cocincided with the decision to "main-
siream'' educable impaired students. In May of 1985, the Board of
Tducation approved the establishment of classrooms for severeiy muitiply

mpaired anc severely mernrally impaired gtudents and an elementary re-

F source room for educable rmentally impaired and visuaily impaired stu-

dents., This wouid allow the di=trict to serve srudents iocally who had
previougiy peen educated outside of the comimunitvy. Furthermore, the
sducaple mentally impaired and visually impaired were to be assigned
IS regular ClaggTooms wnenever pozsibie Zor academic work at their
swn level., The stirmuolation provided by tne reguiar ciassroom was
I20ugnt To mprove the periorimance of these students,

In 1985-86, Maire was selected to house the elementary resource
claggroom for the system, and many Maire students were exposed for
the first time in their lives to the wonders of the Braille method, Old
and new atudentsz began to learn from and about each other.

In 1984.85, a pilot all-day Kindergarten program wasg tested at
Ferry and wae very well received. This program was developed in
regponse to the increasing need of large numbers of working rnothers
for extended care of their children and as a solution to the problem of
urnused classroom space in the system. The following year, the program
wag implemented at Defer as well. As of 1986, Maire did not offer a
full day Kindergarten program, but a number of the district's children

; attended the program at Defer.

Concern for Child Safety

Child safety became increasingly a cause for concern for both
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in response to mounting concerns in the community about the
issue of child safety, P.T.A./P.T.C. representatives, in conjunction
with the Youth Services Divisions of the local police forces, established
in April of 1977 the Emergency "E'" program. As a result, all Grosse
Pointe schools recruited individuals within their districts who volunteered
to display the red "E" sign in the windows of their homes and promised
te provide sgafe houses where children could go for help in the case of
an emergency. Police departments also volunteered time, materials
and personnel to assist schools like Maire in carrying out fingerprinting
programs so that parents could keep permanent records to use in the
event of a child’'s disappearance,

In January of 1986, the public schools supplemented their own
safety instruction programs by inviting representatives of the KENNY
Foundation to present slide presentations which taught students safety
with strangers, Maire students were among those who benefited from
this program.

Meantal Heaith

u

be ¥, T.C. continned to sponsor events which prommoted child-
mood mental neaith, and indeed there was increased concerm: in thig
veriod atow tne effecta of childhood stress and iow seif-esteemn, The
=.7.C. served the COmMIMUNITY by broviding parents with lectures and
serminars, which taught them to deal with child-rearing problems in 2

ITRETTUCIIVE Wav.

-n Fepruary of 1985, the Tromblv B, T, 0. invited the parents of
Maire, Defer and Pierce schools to a brogram presented by David R,
Grovees, Ph.D., who stressed the importance of high self~esteem in
both parent and child. He was later invited to offer a full series of
seminars at Maire School,

In the spring of 1986, a lecture by nationally known writer and
lecturer David Elkind was sponsored by the public school system and
open to community paremts, Dr. Elkind gpoke on the problems of the
modern "hurried" child who is pressured by parents and society to
achieve and behave in ways lnappropriate to hia age,

Medical Hope for the Future

At the time of Maire's fiftieth anniversary, periodic waves of
chicken pox (or varicella) were still sweeping through the student
population, The estimated incidence of chicken pox in the United




Srates 1n the mid-(980's wag tnree miilion cases per vear. lncidence
rose eacn vear in September witd the opemng of scheool and would Deak
in the spring months. Classroom contact was the maior cause of propa-
gation of the disease.

Live attenuated variceila vaccine was developed in Japan in the
early 1970's. Since that time, there had been extensive testing both in
Japan and in the United States of what appeared to be a safe and effective
vaccine. In 1986, most experts believed that the vaccine would soon be
licensed for use as part of the "MMR!" (Measles, Mumps, Rubella)
vaccine, thus making it a "VMMR" vaccine. It was fully expected that
thie new vaccine would dramatically reduce the incidence of chicken pox.,

The Latchkey Program

In the late 1970's and early 1980's, more and more Grosse FPointe
children came from families where both parents were employed at full-
time jobs outside of the home. They, as well as working single parents,
were especially in need of child care assistance inthe hour directly before
school began and in the period between 3:15 p,m, and 6:00 p.m.

It was in response to the needs of these parenrs that Defer Brin-
zipal Dr. Sally Bell originaily established the system’s first Latchkey
i crogram in the fall of 1879, The term "latchkev’ was derived from the

mage of a2 caild wearing nousexkeys around his neck to schacol. Dr. Bell
and ner successor, jav Flowers, strongly feit that sock children should
Temain in an ecucarional setting, rather thnan -eturn home To an emoty
ncuse.

2y 1982, eacn of the public eiemenrary scnools, including Maire,
nad a Latchkey program. In 1984, the State's Attorney Generai ruled
that Latchkey programs operated by the schools must meet Department
of Social Services requirements for licenses. By January, the system
nad filed application for the licensing of ite programs, as well as re-
guests for certain exernptions from DSS requirements that were deemed
inappropriate in a school setting, The programs were finally licensed
by the State at the end of the 1985-86 school year.

Typical latchkey sessions combined quiet times spent over table
games, books, homework or television with more active periods of play
on the playground or in the gym. A standard hourly fee was charged for
uge of the program.

Building and Grounds

The Maire building, so sturdily constructed in the 1930's, sur-
- vived the ravages of ita first fifty years in fine shape with the help of
its dedicated head engineers and hard-working custodial staff, In the

o
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In January of 1979, tne scnool system authorized a thorough
search of all school buildings in order to pinpoint the locations of asbestos.
This was done in view of the proved cancer-causing properties of this sub-
stance, which was commonly used in the mid-1940's until 1973 to fireproos
and insulate walls and pipes and to strengthen cement and plastics, It
was thought that each school contained some asbestos, but that in most
instances it was covered or sealed and provided no hazard, At any rate,
an investigation by the EPA in the spring of 1985 found all the system's
buildings (including Maire) to be in compliance with federal asbestos
regulations,

In 1980, the School Board allotted $26, 000 for roof repair work
on Maire, But a far more noticeable and more generally appreciated
alteration to the property came in the fall of 1983 with the addition of
two new wooden playscapes, gifts of the Maire P, T.0O. These were to
become the focal points for much playground activity in the years ahead.

After February of 1977, Maire's halls and classrooms, relatively
costly to heat, became ccoler than they had been. For at that time, the
Crosse Pointe schools began to participate in a !"Dial Down'! plan and to
<o their part in conserving fuei by setting therrmostats at 65°. The system
nad been asked by Michigan Consolidated Gas to volunmarily reduce its
—cxhiv congsumption of gas by %,

A vear later, Coverrnor William Milliken asked residents of the
state To Tnake ¥till furtner voiunrary conservation efforcs. Due to the
zffscrg OF & coal nawlers’ strike, Iners was tne very real poesibility of
wide-gcaie Dlackxours. The scnoocl syetemn responded by making further
giforts to reauce its consmmuption by another 10%.

In November of 1979, the building witnessed a change in elementary
school hours. Due to a new teachers' contract, children were now re-
ieased from school at 3:15 rather than at the old time of 3:30, Teachers,
however, were to remain in the building until 3:45. The lunch hour, too,
waa ghortened by f{ifteen minutes and now lasted from 11:30 to 12:35,

Maire's Fiftieth Year

As 1986 began, Maire's students were as hard at work as their
counterparts had been fifty years before. The rousingly patriotic Spring
Concert, which paid tribute to an important symbol of American values,
the Statue of Liberty, revealed the same deep affection for their country
that Maire students have demonstrated throughout the years, The children
of 1986 too were as generous and caring as their predecessors, although
perhaps they were offered fewer opportunities at school to exercise these



third grader Johan
Graffius. slecgquentiv expressed his concern for tne world about hirp
it a letter to Santa Claus:

cualities. Jne Matlre student from this period,

1 hope vou can grant my wishes,

For me, -all I want is to have all my
family together for Christmas ., ., .
For the world I hope they stop the

Star Wars plan. And I hope they find
a cure for AIDS and cancer. I hope we
stop making nuclear weapons, and I
hope we get food to the Ethiopians.
And that the victims of the earthquake
live,

Several unique events occurred in Maire's fiftieth year that made
it different from any of the forty-nine that had preceded it, On January 15,
1986, Maire students quietly observed the first national holiday in honor
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the slain civil rights leader who had
touched Grosse Pointe less than twenty years before with his eloquence
and his cornmitment to non-vielence. The day was punctuated with
student-read selections from his writings over the loudspeaker systern.

# few lucky individuais caught a giimpse of the eiusive Halley's
Comet in the gemeraliy rainy sikies of 1985-86. They alone could boasr
to their classmates at Maire of having sesn that rare sight, Vet svervone
at Maire was touched in some wav by the proximity of this largely unseen
ang mvererious visitor, and ™Many a student sported a Halleyv's comet Din
2T presented comer memorabilia at show and tall,

A Gift to the School

In 1986, the school was the fortunate recipient of a major piece
of art, a mural by Detroit artist Dennis Orlowski. Stretching across
the back wall of the third floor library, it depicted the history of Maire
School in a parade of figures from the past and present.

in the last weeks before the summer recess began, Mr. Orlowski
became a familiar figure as he sketched children's faces in the library.
He spent the entire summer of 1986 transierring his rough sketches to
a scale drawing and then to a full-gize reproduction and, finally, to the
plasterboard on the wall, In the fall, the nearly completed painting
greeted students as they returned to school and eagerly searched the
vagt extent of the colorful mural for familiar faces.

Artiat Dennis Orlowski's generous gift of his time and his talent
wag a significant addition to the school's fiftieth annivergary celebration.
Maire was fortunate to begin its second half-century with such a visually
eloguent testimonial to its past,

s
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A massive balloon launca scnaeduled for Cctober 20, 1980, fidv
vears to the day after students first entered Maire's classrooms,
was to be the formal beginning to a week of birthday festivities, But
for the students, the anniversary activities actually began during the
second week in September when they were taken by their teachers to
view an old film transferred to videotape of the construction of the
school building back in 1936, They watched with fascination as the
workers dug the cellar and poured the foundation and as the school they

knew evolved before their very eyes.

On Wednesday, September 10, 1986, students gathered in the
gymnasium had the opportunity to witness by remote video camera
the opening of the cornerstone and the removal of its contents, When a
sealed box was brought before the assembled students and opened, the
students were vaguely disappointed that the box contained nothing but
old documents and contemporary newspapers, The few coins which
rolled to the floor were the most exciting part of the discovery, as
some dated back to the beginning of the century,

During the week of Cctober 20-26th, each class rook on the
rzsponsaibility of studving ang expiaining fo the other studenie the
avents of a different decace in the past fifty vears, 3Sulletin boards
were decorated appropriatelv, nigtorical arnouncemenrs were rmade
and pians laid for new zadditions to the cornerstone, which waa to be
ragealed in Novemper.

By

the
scoool gathered at toe Grosgse Fointe Hune Club for a festive reunion.
+ rededication ceremony, complete with dignitaries ang tne unveiling

oi the Orlowski mural, took place on the following day, to whnich all
gtudents past and present were invited., When the celebration was done
and the guests had departed, Maire moved quietly on into the future.

Zn Saturcav, Cctoper ZZ, 1988, oid szaif and frisnds g
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"To many, he was considered to be a quiet, reserved, dignified
vet friendly gentleman. His family and ciose iriends knew him to be
energetic and industrious and vigorous. Besides his profession, he
was always interested in the lives of those around him, even in the
lighter side of life so often prominent in our large family of nine chil-
dren, the oldest born in 1882 and the youngest in 1907,' This description
comes from Dr, Maire's son, Edward, also a physician, and the eighth
of the nine Maire children,

Resaarch bears out the descriptions of his public and private life.
Dr., Maire, born in Philadelphia on September 3, 1858, of French
Huguenot descent, came to Detroit with his parents, Mr, and Mrs, John E,
Maire, at the age of three montha, His education was in the Detroit
Public Schools, where he attended Webster Polytechnic. He graduated
with Honors from the Detroit College of Medicine and Surgery in 1881
and then went East for special coursework on the eye and ear, He
studied at the Manhattan Eye and Ear Hospital and then spent consider-
able time in special colleges and hospitais in New York, acguiring
valuable experience and absorbing all available knowiedge,

After rertorning home to Detroit, he was an Assistant Professor
at the Detroit College of Meadicine. Later he became 2 Proifesgor at
the Michigan College of Medicine and Sergery, & school which he heiped
:2 Zound..

Zr, Maire was invoilved witnh manv of the burgeoning medicai
associations znd societies of his time and president of several of them,
inciuding the Detroit Academy of Medicine, the Wayne Coumy Medical
Society and the Michigan Surgical and Pathological Society.

In the eariy years of the century woen Dr. Maire was practicing,
there were few physicians specializing in opthalmology in Michigan, and
Dr. Maire would take two and three day trips to smaller communities in
the stateto perform cataract operations on patienta of the local doctors,
""He developed a systerm of doing this type of surgery in the patient's
home and this worked out so well for all concerned that he proceeded to
do nearly all cataract surgery in the home, " writes Dr. Edward Maire.
And he notes with interest that this procedare may become routine in
cur future.

Dr. Maire's concern for and interest in the lives of others is
evident in his founding of the Detroit Free Eye and Ear Dispensary in
1887, For more than a quarter of 2 century, he conducted free eye and
ear clinics and gave free medical and surgical treatment to thousands
of patients,
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Jaliroac. He contributed iargeiv to medical litarature, hur Ge aiso cone
sributed several gcnolariv arzicies on art and general literature. e
was a man of many interests, He ccllectad paintings, oriental rugs and
books. He established a ratner large library of the complete works of
Victer Hugo, Dickens, George Eliot, Thackeray, Balzac, Longfellow
and Oliver Wendell Holmes, among otheras, He read from the Bible every
Sunday. Often during the long winter evenings, he would gather the chil-
dren around the dinner table and read - at times dramatically ~ stories
about the horrors of the French Revolution, Longfellow's poems, and
stories about the lives of great persons. His son, Edward, notes that,
because of the wide age range of the children, the repertoire would not
always please all of the children simultaneously and that often there
would be ''a disturbing restlessness among the audience!'" Another
son, Stephen, reports on his father's great interest in history and re-
calls coming home from school and attempting, unsuccessfully, to catch
hirn up on some detail or another,

-~
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The Church was important to Dr. Maire and he assumed a strong
leadership role. He was one of those who gigned the first articles of -
incorporation of St, Columba and was Senior Warden of the First Vestry,
Dr. Maire chaired the Parish House Building Committee and suggested
sutting shops on the Jefferson Avenue irontage as 2 source of revenue
ior the maintenance of the building, a new venture in Episcopal Church
arcaitecture, but one whicn was largely copied., He chaired the Building
Committes for the new churcn a2z well, and an articie in the church
Zedication program cites his ‘‘unfailing interest and constant oversight
3% LMDPOTTANt mMeasures in the compietion of these projecrs.’

Cardening and farming were two great loves of D». Maire, and
ne owned two Iarms during niz life, the first on the Climron River in
Mt, Clamens and, many vears later, another in Dexter. Z2ut even
wnen ne was at home in Grosse Fointe, he was an ardent gardener.
riis son, Edward, remembers: ''During the summer, he wouild arise
at 5:00 a.m. and work in the garden for one or two hours before break-
fagt. Cne time he advertised in the paper for a gardener. Shortly, an
elderly man came into the yard and stood watching father cultivating,
soon leaving without saying a word. However, later that day, he
appeared at the office in Detroit to apply for the job. During the inter-
view, he said 'You know, that old man you got there now doesn't know
a darn thing about gardening.' Father, hiding a smile, hired the man
to atart work the next day. But the man never showed up! Father de-
lighted in telling this story on himself for many years, "

Dr. Maire had great energy and went to his office every day,

including Sundays. He took vacations no oftener than every three or
four years and practiced medicine actively until the age of 75,

~70-




Y= participated in his lecal community and instituted the State
Znabling Act to set up townshnip Boarde of Health and helped to estabiish
the Grosse Pointe Board of Health, He helped organize the Village of
Grosse Pointe Park and was elected to serve on its Board for four

years,

Dr. Maire's energy might also be seen in the factthat he and his
wife, the former Florence Davis, had nine children - Lewis E. Jr.,
Julia F., Lincoln, Edward D., Stephen, Katherine, Grace, Constance
and Chariotte,

One of his ambitions, perhaps influenced by his need to educate
his nine children, was to make the Grosse Pointe School System one of
the best. There were, at that time, five separate school districts, none
of which could support a high school by itself. Dr. Maire was instru-
mental in bringing about the consolidation of the five districta into the
current system so that higher education was available for the children
of Grosse Pointe., He was a member of the Board of Education for
twelve years and its President for one year.

It ie no wonder that after his death in 1935 a public petition
was placed with the Grosse Pointe Board of Education to name the new
school, MATRE, in his honor - fior his services to the community and
sgpecially for the development of education in Grosse Fointe,
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