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Superintendent sees bright 
futures through CTE
As superintendent, I’ve seen firsthand how our CTE 
programs open doors for students. One example close to my 
heart is Logan Fisher, a 2025 graduate, who I first knew as a 
preschooler at Liberty Ridge Elementary. Logan decided to 
explore his future through our Teaching Academy program 
and also gained real-world experience working as an intern 
in our Technology Department. Today, he’s continuing his 
journey at Central Washington University, where he is 
pursuing his teaching certificate. His story reflects the very 
best of our district promise: that every student will graduate 
known, valued, supported, and ready for a promising future.

Other CTE pathways create equally powerful opportunities. 
In Health Sciences, students in the COPE Jr. Health 
Scholars program gain hands-on experience that keeps 
them connected to school while preparing for careers in 
the medical field. In Culinary Arts, students earn industry 
certifications and step into jobs at local restaurants. 

We’re fortunate to have award-winning CTE teachers and 
programs in SBLSD, preparing students for college, careers, 
and the workforce our community depends on. Their efforts 
mean our graduates are stepping into in-demand, high-
paying jobs, and our community benefits from their skills 
and talents.

Dr. Laurie Dent  |  Superintendent
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Classes 
High school	 340

Middle school	 27

Students2 
High school	 3,360

Middle school	 693

Teachers 
High school	 35

Middle school	 8

Clubs 
Clubs	 18

Members	 937

Certifications 
Offered	 28

Earned	 1,163

Dual Credits 
Courses	 33

Students	 664

1.	 Official credentials that show a student’s competence 
in a career field, such as Microsoft Office Specialist, 
ParaPro Certificate, Core Plus Aerospace Certificate

2.	 Includes students who took more than one CTE class

The Sumner-Bonney Lake School 
District’s Career & Technical Education 
Department (CTE) aims to bridge 
the gap between academics and 
careers by equipping students with 
the academic skills necessary to be 
successful in the changing workforce.

PHOTO: Superintendent Laurie Dent (center) with CTE students who help 
run Sumner High School’s Spart Mart, a school-based enterprise serving up 
snacks, drinks and school swag.

COVER: Bonney Lake High School junior Wyatt Miller places the final touches 
on a plate of chicken skewers and potatoes made in his culinary class.

The Sumner-Bonney Lake School District does not discriminate in any programs, services or 
activities on the basis of sex, race, ethnicity, creed, religion, color, national origin, age honorably 
discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, 
homelessness, immigration or citizenship status, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical 
disability, neurodivergence, or the use of a trained guide dog or serving animal by a person 
with a disability. The district provides equal access to the Boys Scouts of America and other 
designated youth groups. SBLSD does not discriminate on the basis of sex and prohibits sex 
discrimination in any education program or activity that it operates, as required by Title IX and its 
regulations, including in admission and employment. Contact the following for questions/reports: 
Title IX, TitleIXcoordinator@sumnersd.org; ADA, ADAcoordinator@sumnersd.org; Section 504, 
Section504coordinator@sumnersd.org; 253-891-6000; 1202 Wood Ave, Sumner, WA 98390.

2024-25 SCHOOL YEAR



SCOOP 320
You’re reading Sumner-Bonney 
Lake School District’s Scoop 
320, a bi-annual publication 
providing our community the 
latest about district happenings.

We’re excited to highlight our 
amazing students, staff and 
schools. From snackable tidbits 
to more in-depth stories, Scoop 
320 provides student-focused 
and community-connected 
content to all households in our 
school district boundary.

What’s in the name? We’re 
giving you the inside scoop 
on Sumner-Bonney Lake 
School District #320.

MORE SCOOP
Get district scoop year-round 
on social media.

@SumnerSchoolDistrict

@SumnerBonneyLakeSD

sumnersd.org/youtube

sumnersd.org/linkedin

The district values its Career & Technical Education teachers, 
who work passionately to prepare students for a successful 
future. Here are just some who teach, advise and are recognized 
among their industries.

CTE educators behind 
student success

PUBLICATION: Named after the district’s 
number, Scoop 320 is produced by 
SBLSD’s Communications and Community 
Relations Office. View electronic editions at 
sumnersd.org/scoop320. Questions? Email 
communications@sumnersd.org.

Kahale Ahina
Culinary Arts | Bonney Lake HS

	 COURSES	 Culinary Arts I, II, III

	 CLUB ADVISER	 Family, Career &
		  Community Leaders of
		  America

	 POINT OF PRIDE	 Chef of the Year,
		  Washington State Chefs
		  Association, 2021

Nicole Larson
Business & Marketing | Sumner HS

	 COURSES	 Business & Marketing,
		  Retail Management, IB
		  Business & Management

	 CLUB ADVISER	 DECA 

	 POINT OF PRIDE	 DECA-ccomplishments
		  Adviser Winner, 2024

Rachel Aszklar-Valett
Family & Consumer Sciences | Sumner HS

	 COURSES	 Child Development,
		  Teaching Academy,
		  Careers with Children

	 CLUB ADVISER	 Family, Career &
		  Community Leaders of
		  America, Educators Rising

	 POINT OF PRIDE	 Washington State FCCLA
		  Adviser of the Year, 2025

Kristi Martinez
Health Sciences | Bonney Lake HS

	 COURSES	 Biology, Biotechnology,
		  UW Addiction and the
		  Brain, Medical Science I

	 CLUB ADVISER	 Health Occupations
		  Students of America

	 POINT OF PRIDE	 Family Medicine Champion, 
		  American Association of
		  Family Physicians 



Students find their 
calling through CTE

Classrooms
— TO —

CAREERS

Hands up. Meals done. Presentation time. 
It was the National ProStart Invitational 
in Baltimore, a national culinary arts and 
restaurant management competition that 
drew students from across the country, 
and Bonney Lake High School junior Wyatt 
Miller and his team had just finished 
plating miso-glazed sablefish, beef short 
ribs and orange cheesecake for a panel of 
renowned judges. They gave him feedback, 
telling him the food was tasting good.

That’s when it struck him that he could pursue a career 
in the culinary arts.

“It was kind of like – this is insane,” Wyatt said. “This is 
something that I could do.”

The experience for Wyatt – and the other students 
on his culinary team – wouldn’t have been possible 
without the Culinary Arts classes he takes at Bonney 
Lake High School, taught by teacher Kahale Ahina.

Culinary arts is one of many Career & Technical Educa-
tion (CTE) classes offered by the Sumner-Bonney Lake 
School District. Career & Technical Education aims 
to bridge the gap between academics and careers by 
equipping students with the academic skills necessary 
to be successful in the changing workforce.

Wyatt Miller 
Bonney Lake High School



For students who know what career they 
want to pursue, they can get started on the 
right path before they even graduate high 
school.

SBLSD has nine CTE programs. Within each 
program, there are classes that make up a 
career pathway.

CTE offers hands-on learning, free college 
credit and industry certifications, such as 
a food workers card – Wyatt earned one 
of those – first aid/CPR, Microsoft Office, 
Adobe Suite, and more.

While Wyatt’s focus went to culinary 
arts, Sumner High School senior Ella Ford 
followed the Future Educator pathway.

“When I was younger, I’d always say I wanted 
to be a teacher, and that only grew as I got 
older,” Ella said.

Ella is now in her third year of Teaching 
Academy at Sumner High School, taught by 
Rachel Aszklar-Valett. The class introduces 
students to the teaching profession, 

having them 
explore learning theory, lesson planning, 
developmental stages, and educational 
issues, then apply their knowledge through 
classroom observations and a required 
off-campus internship at the grade level of 
their choice.

In her first year of Teaching Academy, Ella 
developed a math lesson for a small group 
of elementary students she was able to work 
with one-on-one. She remembered one 
student in particular who didn’t want to work 
with anyone, and she had to figure out what 
teaching strategies he responded to. When 
she did, he started interacting with her.

“It was very rewarding to see that what I did 
really worked, and that he’s open to working 
with other people.”

It was an experience Ella knows she wouldn’t 
have been able to get without CTE classes.

“I’ve known I want to be a teacher, so I’ve 
taken this class many times to figure out 
what grade I want to teach,” Ella said. 

“You wouldn’t get that until student 
teaching – much later, when it’s harder 
to turn back.”

Ella plans to go to the University of 
Montana to further study elementary 
education while working at a school 
as a paraeducator. Through Teaching 
Academy, Ella earned her ParaPro 
Certification, an industry-recognized 
credential for those entering the field of 
education.

Meanwhile, the skills Wyatt is learning 
in culinary are already helping with his 
current catering job, but he said the 
ultimate dream would also be to explore 
the business side of things and open a 
bakery.

The culinary classroom at Bonney 
Lake High School already simulates an 

industrial kitchen, with walk-in 
freezers, large sinks and grills and 
other equipment.

“Typically out of high school, 
you’re not going to find a 
kitchen this big,” Wyatt said. “It’s 
awesome. It’s a great resource.”

With the right tools, teachers, and 
a clear pathway, Career & Technical 
Education is helping students learn 
unique skills to get a jumpstart on their 
future.

“You get this experience that not a lot 
of people get, and it’s empowering, too,” 
Wyatt said.  

CTE Programs
•	Agriculture, Food & 

Natural Resources
•	Business & Marketing
•	Digital Arts & 

Communications
•	Government & Public 

Administration
•	Health Sciences
•	Hospitality & Tourism
•	Human Services & 

Education
•	Information Technology
•	Skilled Trades & 

Manufacturing
•	STEM

Support CTE 
Help us prepare students 
for successful future careers 
by partnering with our CTE 
programs. Your support will 
make a lasting impact.
•	Host field trips
•	Present as a classroom or 

career day speaker
•	Join our advisory council
•	Provide internship 

opportunities
•	Facilitate teacher 

externships
•	Become a mentor
•	Conduct mock interviews 

and resume reviews

CONTACT
(253) 891-6062 
cte@sumnersd.org 
sumnersd.org/ctevolunteer

“You get this experience that 

not a lot of people get, and 

it’s empowering, too.”

Ella Ford 
Sumner High School
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Agriscience classes: Animal Science, Plant Science, 
Ag biotechnology, Environmental/Natural Resources. 
I use almost all the skills learned in Animal Sciences 
on a daily basis at work: anatomy/physiology, animal 
husbandry, vaccinating and treating animals.

Metaltech is a manufacturing company that builds 
critical components for aerospace, defense, commer-
cial equipment, IT, and engineering companies. I 
went through many engineering and CTE programs 
at Bonney Lake High School with Mr. Vander Hoek, 
including the FIRST Robotics Team, where I still use the 
mechanical and design skills we learned.

Which CTE classes and skills do you still use?

Why are CTE classes important to you and others?

What part of high school CTE best prepared you for your career?

Getting hands-on, career oriented opportunities at 
the high school level not only gives students a small 
taste of what working in a particular industry looks 
like, it also gives students a step ahead for their future 
endeavors.

CTE is the pathway to progress in the world. For me, 
it has a direct impact on humanity with space travel 
specifically but also helps shape technologies we use 
every day. Beyond that, the financial stability CTE 
careers provide can’t be understated either.

Animal Science class and the opportunity to raise live-
stock projects. This put me a step ahead of my peers 
in my undergraduate degree as well as my clinical 
skills in veterinary school, since I already had hands-on 
experience with several species of animals, and skills 
such as vaccinating, giving medications, formulating 
and measuring diets, performing physical exams, and 
animal husbandry knowledge.

The communications skills developed while working 
on the FIRST Robotics Team. High stress at times, very 
technical but also incredibly fun and you learn what 
team building really is and that has a direct reflection 
in what I do today. It was the most realistic experience 
for what a career in CTE is actually like.

	 NAME	 Caitlin Kline
	 GRAD. YEAR	 2010
	 SCHOOL	 Sumner High School
	 CURRENT ROLE	 Urgent Care Veterinarian
		  BoosterPet / WA State Fair

	 NAME	 Logan Coutts
	 GRAD. YEAR	 2014
	 SCHOOL	 Bonney Lake High School
	 CURRENT ROLE	 Director of Sales
		  Metaltech Inc
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Help bring joy to children 
this holiday season:

•	 Donate new toys, gift 
cards, money, gift wrap, 
ribbon or tape

•	 Purchase wish list items 
through Amazon 

•	 Volunteer your time 

The Sumner-Bonney Lake 
Community Toybox is a partnership 
with East Pierce Fire & Rescue, 
Gordon Family YMCA, Sumner 
Police Department, and Sumner-
Bonney Lake School District.

From kindness quilts to 
kindness clubs, a new 
districtwide initiative 
— Strong Minds, Kind 
Hearts — is making its way 
throughout our schools.

Reaching beyond the classroom, 
we’re helping students grow not 
only academically, but as kind, 
compassionate members of our 
community.

93.4%
Graduation rate (c/o 2025)

#11 of 247
Our rank among Washington

state school districts
(SchoolDigger, 2024-25)

MATHENGLISH

2025 TEST SCORES

* Dieringer and Carbonado only serve students through 8th grade.

Each spring, students in grades 3-8 and 10 take the Smarter 

Balanced Assessment, a metric for college and career readiness. 

Our 2025 test scores increased over the previous year and we 

remain in the top tier among Pierce County school districts.

Sumner-Bonney Lake	 72.2

Dieringer (K-8)*	 71.4

University Place	 70.0

Peninsula	 67.1

Carbonado (K-8)*	 66.4

White River	 65.0

Steilacoom	 61.5

Puyallup	 53.4

State Average	 50.9

Bethel	 48.3

Fife	 46.8

Eatonville	 46.7

Orting	 45.6

Tacoma	 42.5

Clover Park	 39.0

Franklin Pierce	 36.1

Carbonado (K-8)*	 64.1

University Place	 61.5

Dieringer (K-8)*	 60.1

Sumner-Bonney Lake	 59.3

Peninsula	 55.7

White River	 49.4

Steilacoom	 46.1

Puyallup	 41.2

State Average	 40.7

Bethel	 35.8

Fife	 34.5

Eatonville	 34.3

Orting	 32.2

Tacoma	 29.7

Clover Park	 27.0

Franklin Pierce	 25.0

Strong Minds, 
Kind Hearts

Help us fill 
the toybox

Watch VideoLearn More



SUMNER-BONNEY LAKE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT #320 
1202 WOOD AVE 
SUMNER, WA 98390

SUMNER HIGH SCHOOL
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THE NEW MIDDLE
SCHOOL AT TEHALEH
SITE PLAN
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NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL IN TEHALEH

BONNEY LAKE HIGH SCHOOL

Sumner-Bonney Lake School District’s 
nine construction bond projects are 

on schedule and on budget.

These architectural renderings of our 
largest projects are sure to generate 
excitement among our voters who 
approved the 2024 bond measure.

Most projects will feature lighted, turf 
fields for student and community use. 

The Bonney Lake High project also 
includes an improved intersection 

between the high school and 
Mountain View Middle that will ease 
traffic congestion during peak school 

start and end times.

We’re making progress on every 
project that spans every region of our 

district. Stay up to date at 
sumnerbonneylakebuilds.org.

Intersection: Spring 2027     Expansion: Fall 2028

Winter 2028-29

Phase 2: Fall 2028     Master Plan: Fall 2032


