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​Desha’s Law, School Safety Plans, and On-site Cardiac​
​Automated External Defibrillator Law amendments:​

​https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/EDN/917​

​"Desha's Law" is New York State legislation signed into law on July 24, 2025, that requires all​
​public schools to develop and implement Cardiac Emergency Response Plans (CERPs). It is​
​named in memory of 12-year-old Desha Sanders, who tragically died from sudden cardiac arrest​
​at school because of an available automated external defibrillator (AED) that could not be​
​accessed in time due to a lack of clear protocol and training. ​
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​Intent:​

​This Cardiac Emergency Response Plan (CERP) Annex is established in accordance with Desha’s Law (NYS​
​Education Law §917) and amendments to​ ​Education​​Law §§ 917, 2801-a(2), and 2801-a(3)(a)​​,​
​to ensure a coordinated, efficient, and effective response to sudden cardiac arrest events on school​
​grounds. Its purpose is to protect the health and safety of all students, staff, and visitors through​
​preparedness, training, and timely emergency action and to​ ​comply with updated requirements​
​related to​​automated external defibrillator (AED)​​equipment, AED maintenance and​
​signage, and school safety training​​. The amendments​​become effective​​January 20, 2026​​.​

​All Clarkstown Central SchoolBuilding Safety Plans were amended by September 1, 2025.​

​Cardiac Arrest Response Protocol Annex​

​I. Purpose​

​The purpose of this annex is to provide a​​coordinated,​​district-wide response to sudden cardiac​
​arrest (SCA)​​occurring on school grounds, buses, or​​during school-sponsored activities.​
​This protocol ensures compliance with​​New York State​​Education Law §917​​(requiring​
​automated external defibrillators [AEDs] in schools) and​​Commissioner’s Regulations Part​
​136.4​​, as well as supporting​​Education Law §2801-a​​for comprehensive safety planning.​

​II. Scope​

​This protocol applies to:​

​●​ ​All school buildings and grounds within the district.​
​●​ ​School buses and district-owned vehicles.​
​●​ ​Off-site school-sponsored events (athletics, field trips, etc.).​
​●​ ​All district staff, students, and visitors.​

​III. Definitions​

​●​ ​Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA):​​A medical emergency when​​the heart suddenly stops​
​beating effectively, requiring immediate CPR and defibrillation.​

​●​ ​AED (Automated External Defibrillator):​​A portable​​device that analyzes heart rhythm​
​and, if necessary, delivers an electrical shock to help restore normal rhythm.​

​●​ ​CPR (Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation):​​Life-saving procedure​​of chest compressions and​
​rescue breathing to restore blood flow and oxygenation.​
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​●​ ​Cardiac Emergency Response Team (CERT)​​is a group of​​school staff members who are trained​

​to respond quickly and effectively to a sudden cardiac arrest (SCA)​​on school grounds.​
​The goal is to​​initiate the "chain of survival" within​​1–2 minutes​​while waiting for EMS to arrive.​

​Composition​
​●​ ​School nurse or health office staff​​(if present)​

​●​ ​Athletic director / trainers​​(especially for high​​schools with sports programs)​

​●​ ​Physical education teachers or coaches​

​●​ ​Administrators​​(principal or assistant principal)​

​●​ ​Support staff​​(security, custodians, or office staff​​near AED locations)​

​Most districts aim for​​4–6 trained staff members per​​building​​, with at least​​two on-site​
​at all times​​during school hours.​​1 AED and at least​​one CPR/AED certified staff​
​member​​should be present for off site school sponsored​​events.​

​Training​
​●​ ​CPR/AED certification through American Heart Association or Red Cross.​

​●​ ​Annual refresher drills and practice scenarios.​

​●​ ​Familiarity with AED locations and emergency​​communication​​systems.​

​IV. Roles and Responsibilities​

​Role​ ​Responsibility​
​Superintendent / District​
​Safety Coordinator​

​Ensure each building has a trained Cardiac Emergency Response​
​Team (CERT). Maintain AEDs and compliance documentation.​

​Building Principal / Incident​
​Commander​

​Activate building’s cardiac response protocol and ensure 911 is​
​called immediately.​

​School Nurse / Medical Staff​ ​Lead on-scene medical response, coordinate with EMS, and​
​provide documentation after incident.​

​Coaches / Athletic Trainers​ ​Carry portable AEDs to athletic events, maintain CPR/AED​
​certification, and initiate emergency response.​

​Facilities Director / Custodial​
​Staff​

​Ensure AEDs are accessible, checked monthly, and reported to​
​NYSED as required.​

​Staff & Faculty​ ​Immediately call 911 and follow steps in Section V when​
​witnessing suspected cardiac arrest.​
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​V. Response Protocol​

​Step 1 – Immediate Recognition & Call for Help​

​●​ ​Assess for unresponsiveness, no breathing or abnormal breathing (gasping).​
​●​ ​Call 911 immediately​​and state:​

​“We have a suspected cardiac arrest at [exact school/building location].”​

​●​ ​Notify the main office to activate the school emergency system and alert the building​
​principal.​

​Step 2 – Start CPR​

​●​ ​Begin chest compressions​​hard and fast​​in the center​​of the chest at 100-120​
​compressions per minute.​

​●​ ​If trained​​, provide rescue breaths at a ratio of 30​​compressions to 2 breaths.​

​Step 3 – Retrieve and Use AED​

​●​ ​First responder or designee retrieves nearest AED (locations listed in Appendix: ).​
​●​ ​Turn on AED, follow voice prompts, and​​deliver a shock​​if advised​​.​
​●​ ​Continue CPR between AED analyses until EMS arrives.​

​Step 4 – Transition to EMS​

​●​ ​When EMS arrives, provide:​
​o​ ​Time CPR started​
​o​ ​Number of shocks delivered​
​o​ ​Known medical history, medications, allergies (if available)​

​Step 5 – Post-Incident Actions​

​●​ ​The principal or designee completes the incident report within 24 hours.​
​●​ ​AED event data downloaded and submitted to the district’s AED Program Coordinator.​
​●​ ​Conduct a​​post-incident debriefing​​with involved staff​​and CERT team.​

​VI. AED Placement & Maintenance​
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​●​ ​Each school building shall maintain at least​​one readily accessible AED​​.​
​●​ ​AEDs must be inspected monthly, with checks documented on the district’s AED log.​
​●​ ​Portable AEDs must be available for all athletic contests and practices per Education Law​

​§917.​

​VII. Training Requirements​

​●​ ​All coaches, physical education teachers, and athletic trainers​​must maintain current​
​CPR/AED certification.​

​●​ ​Each building shall have at least​​two trained staff​​members present at all times​​during​
​normal school hours and events.​

​●​ ​Annual training and drills will be incorporated into the district’s professional​
​development plan.​

​VIII. Communications & Notification​

​●​ ​Parents/guardians will be notified of the incident as soon as practical by the building​
​principal or designee.​

​●​ ​The Superintendent will notify the Board of Education and issue a public statement if​
​appropriate.​

​●​ ​Media inquiries will be managed by the Superintendent’s office.​

​IX. Recovery & Mental Health Support​

​●​ ​Following a cardiac arrest event, counseling and crisis response teams will be available​
​to students, staff, and witnesses.​

​●​ ​Post-incident meetings will review response performance and update the protocol if​
​needed.​
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​Appendix A​​:​​Certified employees by location​

​Location​ ​NURSES​ ​Custodial​
​Staff​

​Security​
​Staff​

​AED BUILDING LOCATION​

​Bardonia​ ​Mary Jo Sharples​ ​James LaRocco​
​Richard​
​DeSalvo​

​James Davis Jr.​
​Kimberly Nelson​

​AED is located in the main entrance lobby to the​
​right of the front door as you walk in​

​Birchwood​ ​Brenda Manfetano​ ​Charles​
​Gutteridge​

​Ralph Roque​

​Joseph Guiney​
​Anthony Ronda​

​AED is located to the right of the main entrance​
​doors​

​Lakewood*​
​(new A pad)​

​Sirena Ribeiro​ ​Noberto​
​Mercado​

​Michael Fiume​
​Luis Rodriguez​

​AED is in the lobby next to the cafeteria.​

​Laurel Plains​ ​Elena​
​Settineri-Powell​
​Ronna Olang​
​Melissa Healy​

​Frances​
​Geronimo​

​Fildelma Kirrane​

​Stephen​
​Hitchings​

​Derly Lopez​

​Kevin McTigue​
​Guiseppe Lavore​

​AED located in the front of the building outside of​
​the gym/across from the cafeteri​

​Link​ ​Heidi Greiner​ ​Harold Downing​
​Jose Santos​

​Eleuterio Collazo​
​Andrew​

​Lawrence​

​AED is located when you walk into the main​
​entrance to the right on a brick wall​

​Little Tor​ ​Christine Riordan​ ​Rodney Harty​
​Venice Sparrow​

​Gary Brudner​ ​When you walk into the building it’s to the left next​
​towards the gym​

​New City​ ​MaryBeth Clinton​ ​Juan Marte​
​Mark Cimino​

​Daniel Beddows​
​Michael​

​O'Connor​

​AED is located outside the staff cafeteria across​
​from nurse's office and near the gym​

​Strawtown​ ​Traci McDonald​ ​Michael Butrico​
​Luisa Youssef​

​Craig Deierlein​
​David Riolo​

​AED is by the side door greater on left wall going​
​towards cafeteria.​

​West Nyack​ ​Christine A.​
​Riordan​

​Santana A.​
​Martinez​

​Chris Faikos​
​Alex Colon​

​AED is located directly across from the nurse​
​office. After entering building make a right, walk​

​down the hall. It is the last door on right before you​
​go up the ramp.\​

​Woodglen​ ​Barbara​
​Kunz-Lappetito​

​Melissa Estrella​
​V. Martinez​

​Hamilton​
​Quintana​

​Peter Tetukevich​

​AED is located outside the cafeteria​

​CSHS​ ​Deborah​
​Frederick​

​Patricia Saal​

​Richard​
​Gouboth​

​Keith Riffald​
​Rocco Fiorillo​

​Cristal Santana​
​Bill Fitzgerald​
​Darwin Dela​

​Cruz​

​Marcos Alvarez​
​Chris Bennett​

​Michael Kukura​
​John Pallechia​

​Jill Casserly​
​Thomas Stein​
​Greg Bacalles​
​Ramon Guillen​

​Amanda​

​Main floor by office Second floor across from the​
​assistant principal's office First floor near the​

​Planetarium​
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​Brad Sinclair​

​(wknd)​
​Vincente-Hacksh​

​aw​

​CHSN​ ​Camila Levine​
​(Main)​

​Kathleen Lennon​
​(annex)​

​Nicholas​
​Cordero​

​Jamie Viola​
​Ashley​

​Caraballo​
​Ilvin Urena​

​Johanny Urena​
​Snerte Leger​

​(wknd)​
​Ed Yerkovich​

​(wknd)​

​Frank Buhler​
​Concepcion​
​Crespo Jr.​

​Steve Gassler​
​Deborah​
​Hampson​

​William Harris​
​Milson Jenkins​

​William Kearney​
​Sal Glenn​
​Francavilla​
​Timopthy​
​Piacente​

​Anthony Piselli​
​Hedxan​

​Quinones​
​Andrew Rowan​

​Next to the Main Library Outside Main Nurse's​
​Office Outside Room 604 Annex 5th Floor Near​

​AP's Office Annex 5th Floor At top of Gym​
​Staircase across from room 519​

​B Wing FFMS*​
​(new A pad)​

​Susan Greisberg​
​Kim Halinan​

​AED is located outside the gym across from the​
​auditorium​

​For All​
​FFMS​

​For All FFMS​

​C Wing FFMS​ ​Andrea Gizzi​ ​Angel Correa​
​Bryan Dyarte​

​Vinny​
​Bernadone​

​Trevor Parris​
​Terrance​
​Kevlihan​

​Ryan Foiles​
​Mario Anderson​

​Felix Nunez​

​Dennis Buckley​
​Thomas​
​Donohue​

​John Fredericks​
​Jonathan​
​Samuels​

​JoAnn Tracey​
​John Squillini​
​Christopher​
​Breyfogle​

​Thanis DeCeglie​
​John Kubanik​

​Ramon​
​Maldenado​

​AED between A wing and C wing hallway​

​D Wing FFMS*​
​(new A pad)​

​Adrienne​
​Blassberg-Milich​

​AED is in the E wing hallway by girls bathroom​
​Pool Deck has one as well​

​CLC -​
​Congers​

​Chris Brady​
​Maria Guzman​

​Susan Daly​
​Jay Robledo​

​Georgia Lampel​

​Main lobby on the right on the wall​

​CG​ ​Dan Davida​ ​Marjorie Salvador​
​Gerold Bierker​

​Outside Accounts Payable office in hallway​

​Albertus​
​Magnus HS​

​Samantha Shaffer​ ​1 is in hallway outside of gym and cafeteria​
​1 is in Upstairs hallway just off Staircase​
​1 is Downstairs Hallway Just off Rotunda​
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​OUTSIDE​ ​1 IS AT THE BASEBALL FIELD AT FFMS​

​1 IS ON THE CONCESSION STAND AT CSHS​

​1 IS ON THE FENCE BY THE STANDS AT CNHS​

​Appendix B – References​

​●​ ​NYSED Guidance: AED Requirements for Schools​
​●​ ​Education Law §917 – AEDs in Schools​
​●​ ​Commissioner’s Regulation §136.4​
​●​ ​American Heart Association: Chain of Survival Guidelines​
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​APPENDIX C​​:​​Cardiac Emergency Response Protocol Card​


