Board Meeting Minutes
October 8, 2025, 6:30 PM

In Person: North Creek Media Center
Virtual: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86155129440
By Phone: 301-715-8592 Meeting ID: 861 5512 9440

1. Call to Order — Welcome & Introductions Cheri
Call to order @ 6:36pm
In person attendance: Cheri Szcodronski, Jacie Velez, Alex Hammett, Catherine Bonnette, Beth Pickard,
Melissa Sorna, Meleny Malcolm, Katherine Lixey, Andrea Walrath, Ruslan Pryadun, Jennie Behm, Rossie
Hutchinson, Casey Wescott, Amy Proos
Zoom attendance:

2. Previous Meeting Minutes Alex
There were no requested changes to September minutes, therefore Alex moves to approve the minutes.
Beth Pickard seconds, all in favor. Motion passed.

3. Guest: Sarah Shugart, Executive Director, Faith in Action

FIA has been active for 45 years. Originally, the founders were looking for one spot where
people could go for assistance. FIA operates as a secular organization and is open and
affirming to anyone who walks in their doors. Their service area is over 200 square miles
and their primary areas of service include the Chelsea and Dexter School District, Scio Farms
Estates, and the Grass Lake zip code. Grass Lake is part of Five Healthy Towns and does not
have a social services program to assist their residents, so FIA includes this area in their
service area.

There is a food pantry located in both Chelsea and Dexter. Financial assistance is available
for helping families to stay in their homes by providing help with rent, utilities, etc. FIA
spends approximately 514,000 per month on financial assistance. They would spend twice
that if they had it available to spend. At the end of this fiscal year there were 4,100 food
orders (defined as any time a family comes in to shop for food). They have a clothing room
located at their Chelsea location (603 S. Main Street, Chelsea), which consists of clothing
and household goods. It can be accessed by anyone despite where you live or your income
level. The items in the clothing room are acquired via donation and items are free to
shoppers. FIA offers a free durable medical closet including items such as walkers,
commodes, wheelchairs, crutches, etc. At the Chelsea office there is a washer/dryer and a
shower for anyone who does not have immediate access to these items.

Throughout the year FIA does various programs including the backpack program (preschool
through senior year) where a backpack with school supplies and a gift card are provided.
Other programs are a Thanksgiving meal and a holiday gift program. These programs are
all sponsored by local and surrounding businesses.


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86155129440

FIA manages the Avalon housing apartments in Chelsea near Jiffy Mixes. These apartments
are a voucher based housing program via Washtenaw County.

FIA takes donations anytime that they are open. They currently have 70 active volunteers.

Current FIA donation needs are: foods that are enjoyed by the younger population.
Example: cereals, juice, Chef Boyardee, macaroni and cheese, etc. If one desires to donate
food items, they have both a dry pantry and refrigeration for non-shelf stable foods.

Vote: Teacher Grants Alex

We received a total of 20 requests, four from South Meadows and 16 from North Creek. Principals
report that all requests align with the curriculum and the total amount requested this year was
53,344.79 with a budget of 54,500.00. Remaining budget 51,155.21. Last year (2024-2025) we
approved a similar amount of 53,241.25 with the same budget. This year there was one request for
over 5200, which is the requested maximum amount to request, in the amount of $365.69. We
approved this request given there is excess in the budget. Find the spreadsheet of requests and details
here.

Casey Wescott moves to approve the grant requests, Beth Pickard seconds, all in favor, motion passed.

President’s Report Cheri

a. Event wish list
Please email Cheri if you're a chair and have a wish list item.

b. Kiwanis Meeting
2024-2025 school year Ice Cream Social proceeds from Kiwanis have been donated to the PTO in
the amount of S600.

c. Facilities requests
If you are a chair please be attentive to updating the request for space, equipment, technology,
etc. In anticipation of events, Cheri books these items at the beginning of the year, however, as
things move around and planning firms up, chairs need to make sure all is set accordingly as the
date gets closer and details are finalized.

Treasurer’s Report Rossie

A formal Venmo use policy has been made. Non-profits are not allowed to have Venmo accounts,
therefore, board members that provide personal Venmo account information are required to make clear
records of transactions. Venmo Policy & Reporting Requirements for Event Chairs

Regarding insurance policy for the PTO: The Chelsea School District’s liability policy will cover events
approved by the district but since the PTO staffs their own events this coverage may not extend. Will
work on getting the appropriate insurance coverage.

Communications Report Erika
Board member was not present at the meeting. No update.

Building Reports
a. North Creek Casey
Bulldog Jog went great. Beth and team did a fantastic job per usual. Casey was happy with his
playlist! Y5-2nd grade staff met with the literacy specialist in an effort to meet the goals of a


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j5FlzLXD5cpH9mD5cc-UsAxevall92xG/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Zas7Ql9ry4Mvmq76Q3XSjfFw7MYn-I4PO1ib3k4ZvfU/edit?usp=sharing

collaborative classroom and this went well with all involved parties. 2nd grade went to the
Creature Conservancy in Saline for their class field trip—kids had a blast. Thank you to the PTO
for the teacher grants. Appreciation extended for PTO’s willingness to help out and as always,
the parent support that’s provided.

BESS screener: this is in effort to check in with students at the beginning of the year and have
any students on the radar that may need social or emotional support. As a result, three times a
year, the school’s social worker, psychologist and principal will meet with each teacher about
students at risk in this area. Throughout the year any teacher can submit a google sheet to call
a meeting with that team to discuss support for any student in need.

Busy times at North Creek—two babies on the way and a wedding. “Woah!” Community
Meeting coming up on 10/10 with the CHS Marching Band, Cheer, and Football teams.
Upcoming events include the Halloween Parade, painting pumpkins based on book characters to
be displayed in the library, School Safety Week 10/20 with an ALICE drill that week as well.

Staff Shout Outs: Ms. Pippin (2nd Grade)- she stays the course, knows her students so well, and
is wonderful to work with in terms of helping out other staff. She really tries to give her students
the best experience. Katie Stacey (special education teacher) She is new this year from Saline
and while changing a district is a challenge she has done it seamlessly in terms of getting to
know parents, staff, paras, etc. She has a forward looking and supportive viewpoint of
students. She works hard to have her students be with their gen ed peers as much as possible.

South Meadows Katie
Katie was not present at the meeting - no update.

9. Post Event Committee Reports

a.

Spirit Wear Rossie

PTO sold over 300 shirts. The delivery was delayed and will be delivered the week of 10/9, just
in time for blue and gold day of spirit week. Thanks to spirit wear chair Rossie Hutchinson for
organizing, coordinating, bagging, and delivering these fun shirts!

Bulldog Jog Cheri, Beth

Went great! There were so many volunteers and tasks were delegated wonderfully. Our parents
did such a great job. Parents have volunteered to chair and be MC for next year’s jog already!
Beth is updating google doc SOP so it will be easier for future volunteers. “Many hands make
light work!” Beth Pickard would like the minutes to reflect that Lindsay Tapping is a sorceress
with the kids to take a great photo when facing the sun-not an easy task!

Raised almost 520k, around 511K on GoFundMe before fees, around S5K in cash and S5K in
checks. There is still money to pick up and add to the count.

10. Upcoming Event Committee Reports

a.

b.

Family Fun Night Vanessa

Family Fun Night is not going to work this year because of the way events are converging. It’s
best for PTO to do this event in November this year, but best for the schools to do in October. So,
holding off on this for 2025-2026 and and will pursue next year.

Transportation Appreciation Breakfast Meleny

November 20th is the proposed and likely date based on needs at the bus garage. We will
merge the ask from parents for both transportation appreciation breakfast and parent teacher



conferences, since they fall together throughout November. Once donations are received they
will be distributed accordingly between all three events.

Parent-Teacher Conferences Vanessa & Katie
Vanessa and Katie absent from meeting - update from Cheri: Vice Presidents will handle.
Generally, one conference day parents contribute food and drink, and the other conference day
is catered. A sign-up genius will be prepared and sent out for each school.

Book Fairs Erika

These are coming! Yay! Erika will work with both media clerks to see what they need and
organize the sign-up geniuses.

Science Night Cheri

Received a 5675 grant from Jiffy and as a result there will be a meteorite table. Hoping to have
an R2D2 float around in addition to Star Wars characters. Lots of fun plans for this. More to
come!

Community Wellness Day

Will be held again per Marie Larson (10/25) at Pierce Lake Elementary. Catherine and Andrea
will connect to go over planning/questions/etc. Would like to know how many magnets are
available to hand out this year?

Teacher Christmas Cards/Gifts

In December we give a gift to teachers in the form of a check. Andrea Walrath will handle
getting the cards together and will distribute North’s checks/cards. Alex Hammett will acquire
cards from Andrea and distribute South’s cards/checks.

11. Additional Old Business

a.

Culver’s Share Night
Ruslan and principals will be looking at the calendar and will coordinate a date in February
2026.

12. New Business

N/A

13. Reminders

oo oo

Fifty Cent Friday on November 7th - Pajama Day
PTO Meeting November 12th at North Creek at 6:30
Fifty Cent Friday on December 12th - Hat Day

No December Meeting!

14. Adjournment @ 7:31pm.



