








CLASS NOTES 

A member of the School's first graduating class, Edward Mayhew '56, third from the left, enjoyed 

playing football with classmates outside the American Ambassador's home. 
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56 
Edward Mayhew 

Edward Mayhew '56 

lived in London for 

many years before 

his recent move to 

Tuscany, where he 

now owns vacation 

property. 

"At first, it was just boys, a mixed bag 

of about fifty of us, roughly Grades 7-11. 

The School was located in Hans Place, 

Knightsbridge, a large house with a big 

echoing staircase. We shared classrooms, 

maybe three grades to a room, and the 

noise was pretty horrific - not to us, but 

certainly to Mr. Eckard, the School's 

founder, who was quite ready to give us . 

a shout of which any top Marine sergeant 

would be proud. He was everywhere, 

teacher, principal, bottle-washer, 

counselor, driver, secretary. 

We went to the Ambassador's 

residence in Regent's park for PE. I am 

sure our PE teacher was an actual Marine 

sergeant from the Embassy detail - if he 

wasn't, he should have been. We played 

two games: one was a strange form of 

football and the other was more rugby 

than anything else and whomever was 

unlucky enough to find himself with the 

ball learned to run very quickly indeed. 

For us kids, ASL was a way to keep 

in touch with the US. This was long 

before computers and television had such 

an impact. Everything was very personal, 

very informal, very friendly and it had to 

be because we were such a diverse lot. 

I rather think that spirit has not changed, 

even though the School has grown 

and students now come from all over 

the world. 

I only attended ASL for one year, 

Grade 8, before moving back to the US, 

but it was a great year." 
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