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Message from Mr.Code and Mrs. Pratt
 Dear Piney Ridge Families,

Our school year is off to a great start! The Back to School events were well-attended, the first day
was as smooth as possible, and we have established our routines for teaching and learning.
Thanks to all of our families, students, and staff for their contributions to the successful start to the
school year.
 
We have a lot to look forward to in the month of October. The 1  of the month is the midway
point of the first marking period. Parents of students in kindergarten through grade 2 should be
on the lookout for an interim report to come home from the child’s teacher. Parents of students in
grades 3 through 5 should check Home Access Center to monitor their child(ren)’s grades. The
following day, October 2 , is Fall Picture Day. Students should come to school with their best
smile that day. On October 14 , our PTA will organize our annual Dalmatian Dash, which takes
place during each grade level’s special areas time throughout the day. Parents are welcome to
visit and join their children as they walk, run, or dance during the event.
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This school year, there will be three evenings in which teachers will be available for Parent-
Teacher conferences. The dates are October 16 , November 25 , and February 4 . Information
about signing up for conferences will be sent to families early in October. 
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Lastly, we encourage families to occasionally visit the Piney Ridge Elementary School website for
information. Parents can find staff contact information, school supply lists, links to back to school
informational slides, and more. Go to pre.carrollk12.org to check it out.
 
We wish our students, families, and staff a safe and healthy month of October!
 
John Code, Principal
Morgan Pratt, Assistant Principal

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpre.carrollk12.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cnaciane%40carrollk12.org%7Cfcc4fec2fb4d40653fe208ddfd387eea%7C7129111671a641af9ba59b69c9cb3f46%7C0%7C0%7C638945141270290372%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aZZvRYjr4YCrYeOVrNFGakcAQSHLarYAufhJLxY1EtY%3D&reserved=0


Routines are helpful for all. If you're interested in learning more about establishing
routines at home, please see the October Newsletter from Tammy Chisholm, CCPS
Family Support Birth thru 21.

Inclusion

Establishing routines at home are very
helpful. This video has some suggestions on

how to get started. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nr53dGswN_w&t=210s
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG0USS4iQ4/-FFtikbxyeJ7eoq8hqp0WQ/view?utm_content=DAG0USS4iQ4&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hdbd84e2209
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG0XuOY4nE/_sinTMo0OrLmKwJgcoaBog/view?utm_content=DAG0XuOY4nE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h1fe72499c5


Restricted Activities and School
Please remember to send a note in with your child if they are unable to participate in PE
for the day. Please also note if your child cannot participate in PE, they cannot
participate in recess, or field day. If the injury is longer than 3days, a doctor’s note is
requested. Notes will be circulated from the teacher to the office, the nurse, the P.E.
teachers and recess monitors. 

For safety concerns, if a student has a brace, a walking boot, or a cast on, they will also
be required to sit out recess and PE. The risk of re-injury to the area is too great. Please
contact the nurse if you have questions. Crutches, Wheelchairs, Cast (soft or hard): A
doctor’s note must state the reason why and for how long it will be on or used. A doctor’s
note must also release them to return to activity. 

Food Policy
Piney Ridge Elementary School has many students with severe, possibly life-threaten
food allergies. We also have students with chronic medical conditions that prohibit them
from eating anything not provided by their parent. 

Our policy is as follows:
*No sharing/trading of food items
*Non-food rewards in classrooms
*No food Birthday celebrations including not allowing to purchase ice-cream or treat at
lunch for your child’s entire class or sending in goodie bags of candy/food.
*No candy/food items for holidays, including Halloween and Valentines
*Administration must approve any food celebrations and parents will be notified prior
*A Peanut free table is available in the cafeteria to be used by students with severe life-
threatening food allergies

*If a Grade level snack is being consumed in class, we ask that it is a fresh fruit or
vegetable, or an item that does not contain peanut or tree nut product. 

We appreciate your support of these procedures and help in providing a safe
environment for all the Students at Piney Ridge Elementary.

Medication Policy
Please remember no student is allowed to bring medication to school. A parent must
bring and pickup from school. This information is in the student handbook and on the
Emergency Procedure card. All medication must have a CCPS Medication permission form
signed by a parent and physician. Any questions please contact the School Nurse.

A Note from the Nurse



PINEY RIDGE STANDS

UP AGAINST BULLYING 

Bullying prevention spirit Week 

Monday

Wednesday
UNITY DAY: WEAR ORANGE TO STAND UP

AGAINST BULLYING

 

Friday
TEAM UP AGAINST BULLYING: WEAR YOUR

FAVORITE SPORTS JERSEY

Tuesday
 

Thursday
PINEY STICKS TOGETHER: WEAR RED

AND BLACK OR PINEY ATTIRE

 

Put BULLYING TO REST: Wear
your Pajamas

LEI OFF BULLYING: WEAR A LEI OR 
TRIPOCAL CLOTHES

October 20th-24th



Scan to join our PTA!

 Buppert’s Fall Fundraiser October 2 - October 31

Dalmatian Dash October 15 (Rain date October 15)

Becks Spirit night October 22 from 11:30 - 9pm

https://www.runpto.com/pto/control_sd_membersignup/
https://www.runpto.com/pto/control_sd_membersignup/
https://www.runpto.com/pto/control_sd_membersignup/


Hungry for more information?
Check our WEBSITE regularly for

news, resources and important topics.

Important Dates and 
Frequently Asked Questions

Informational Calendar Student/Parent Handbook 
Best for answering all of those random questions! Where to
check for snow day info, contacts for resources, various

regulations for reference and more!

Carroll County Public Schools 2025-2026
School Calendar

All the important dates! School closures, early dismissals and
report card distribution 

Permanent 
Transportation Changes

To report a permanent change in
transportation, please contact

the front office (410-751-3535) to
complete a 2024-2025

Elementary Transportation Form.

CCPS Transportation -
 click here for current information

on bus routes and changes. 

Visitors and Volunteers 

The Board of Education of Carroll County does not engage in discrimination that is unlawful or contrary to Maryland
State Department of Education guidance on the basis of age, color, genetic information, marital status, mental or

physical disability, ancestry or national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.
The Board of Education of Carroll County is firmly committed to creating equal employment and educational

opportunities for all persons by providing an environment that supports optimal academic achievement and productive
work and is free from any form of unlawful discrimination, including access to school facilities, educational programs,

and extracurricular activities. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-
discrimination policies:  Director of Human Resources 125 North Court Street Westminster, MD 21157 (410) 751-3070.

Notice of Non-Discrimination

All visitors to the school must
come to the main entrance and

ring the doorbell.
Upon entering, proceed to the
office to sign in. Visitors must

show a photo ID.
Parents/Guardians may visit

during lunch
Any school volunteers must

complete CCPS Volunteer Training
at least 7 days prior to

volunteering in the school. 

https://pre.carrollk12.org/
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1755800563/carrollk12org/gamvc54uyumbb4xtrr7n/2025-2026InformationalCalendar-web.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1753903236/carrollk12org/cv6ko7pdydjbmdynjpvz/2025-2026SchoolCalendar.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1753903236/carrollk12org/cv6ko7pdydjbmdynjpvz/2025-2026SchoolCalendar.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1753903236/carrollk12org/cv6ko7pdydjbmdynjpvz/2025-2026SchoolCalendar.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1753903236/carrollk12org/cv6ko7pdydjbmdynjpvz/2025-2026SchoolCalendar.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1753903236/carrollk12org/cv6ko7pdydjbmdynjpvz/2025-2026SchoolCalendar.pdf
https://www.carrollk12.org/operation/transportation-services/bus-routes
https://pre.carrollk12.org/about/staff-directory
https://ext.carrollk12.org/volunteerext/
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