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Allie Long teaches Chemistry at 
South and was nominated by her 
colleagues: “Ms. Long brings 
incredible energy and dedication to 
South, not only through her engaging 
and inspiring science classes but 
also as the driving force behind our 
Pep Club. Her leadership and 
creativity helped make this year’s 
Homecoming a huge success, 
bringing school spirit to life for 
students and staff alike. Thank you, 
Ms. Long, for your hard work, 
enthusiasm, and commitment to the 
Raider community!” 

Email Dr. Dain to nominate a staff 
member for the Hard Hat Hero award. 

Values 
We care about ALL 
students. 

Beliefs 
We believe ALL 
students can and will 
learn. 

Vision 
All means ALL! 
Personalized Learning 
for ALL students. 
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

OCTOBER   13     

Odd Block 

 

OCTOBER    14 

Even Block 

OCTOBER    15 

Odd Block 

5:00-8:00pm Parent 

Teacher Conferences 

OCTOBER    16 

LATE START 

Even Block 

OCTOBER    17 

NO SCHOOL 

Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

 

OCTOBER   20     

Traditional Schedule 

 

OCTOBER    21 

Even Block 

OCTOBER    22 

Odd Block 

 

OCTOBER    23 

LATE START 

Even Block 

OCTOBER    24 

Odd Block 

 

 

 

OCTOBER   27     

Traditional Schedule 

 

OCTOBER    28 

Even Block 

OCTOBER    29 

Odd Block 

 

OCTOBER    30 

LATE START 

Even Block 

OCTOBER    31 

Odd Block 

 

 

NOVEMBER    3 

NO SCHOOL 

Professional Learning 

7:00pm PTSA Meeting 

NOVEMBER    4 

Even Block 

NOVEMBER    5 

Odd Block 

 

NOVEMBER    6 

LATE START 

Even Block 

NOVEMBER    7 

Odd Block 

 

 

NOVEMBER    10 

Traditional Schedule 

 

NOVEMBER    11 

Even Block 

NOVEMBER    12 

Odd Block 

 

NOVEMBER    13 

LATE START 

Even Block 

NOVEMBER    14 

Odd Block 

 

 

NOVEMBER    17 

Traditional Schedule 

Winter Sports Begin 

NOVEMBER    18 

Even Block 

NOVEMBER    19 

Odd Block 

 

NOVEMBER    20 

LATE START 

Even Block 

NOVEMBER    21 

Odd Block 

 

 

NOVEMBER    24 

NO SCHOOL 

THANKSGIVING 

BREAK 

NOVEMBER    25 

NO SCHOOL 

THANKSGIVING 

BREAK 

NOVEMBER    26 

NO SCHOOL 

THANKSGIVING 

BREAK 

NOVEMBER    27 

NO SCHOOL 

THANKSGIVING 

BREAK 

NOVEMBER    28 

NO SCHOOL 

THANKSGIVING 

BREAK 

DECEMBER    1 

Traditional Schedule 

 

DECEMBER    2 

Even Block 

DECEMBER    3 

Odd Block 

 

DECEMBER    4 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

 

DECEMBER    5 

Odd Block 

 

 

DECEMBER    8 

Traditional Schedule 

 

DECEMBER    9 

Even Block 

DECEMBER    10 

Odd Block 

 

DECEMBER    11 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

 

DECEMBER    12 

Odd Block 

 

 

DECEMBER    15 

Odd Block 

 

DECEMBER    16 

Even Block 

 

CRAM & COCOA 

6:00-8:00pm 

DECEMBER    17 

Odd Block 

FINAL EXAMS 

 

 

DECEMBER    18 

NO LATE START 

Even Block 

FINAL EXAMS 

 

DECEMBER    19 

Odd Block 

FINAL EXAMS 

1:10pm dismissal 
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Raiders! - Nominate your Peers 
Click HERE to Nominate for Student of the Week  

Olive Kerr Recognized Evie Powell 
with the KINDNESS CHAIN as our Student of the Week! 

 

https://forms.gle/rpiNtc3nHvKyiLfJ8
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Health Office Update 

October 2025 
 

Vaccinations~~ Deadline~ October 20th, 2025 
There are a couple of days that students are not 
in school, perfect time to get these vaccinations 
completed. Juniors~ you MUST have your 2nd 
Meningitis ACWY Vaccine after you turn 16. 

Complete this and bring it into our office, or send to 
soyork@smsd.org. 
 
 
SMSD policy~~ students are not allowed to keep any medication with them, 
all medications are to be given through the health office. Make sure you 
have filled out the online permission. This will not include emergency 
medications that the student is allowed to keep with them; epi pens and 
inhalers. Do not give or take medication to your friends, always check in 
with the health office first. 

 
 
Parents/Guardians- Please note~~you can call your student out any time, 
any day for any reason at 993-7545. Please do not send your student to the 
health office to be sent home, we will call you if we deem the student needs 
to be sent home related to sickness. 

 
Plan ahead, we do not have space for extra clothing. Please keep in 
your car, locker or backpack. Because accidents will happen~ so be 
prepared.  
 
 

Angie York 
SM South Nurse 

913.993.7516 

mailto:soyork@smsd.org
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Link to ROCKY’S RUNDOWN: 

https://view.gogipper.com/page/1924766 
 

 

 

https://view.gogipper.com/page/1924766
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZK3iWv6pRBMPhWN8mBHITSgy7rsIAeOk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
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Follow @counselingSMS on Instagram/X  
‘Shawnee Mission South Counseling’ on Facebook 

Your Last Name           Your Counselor  
A-C & ELL                    Nichole Dosland 
D-I                                Chris Shelby 
J-O                               Jasmine Morgan 
P-T                               Jennifer Herrmann 
U-Z                               Traci Johnson 

  

  
• CONFERENCES- Counselors will be available on Wednesday evening only. Friday they will be administering 

exams. We are also available daily from 7:40-2:40 by appointment. 
• FRESHMEN will be taking a Pre- ACT exam on Wednesday and Thursday during Advisory. This is a 9th grade 

level practice ACT. 
• SOPHOMORES who would like to self-administer a practice ACT to themselves (at home or during Seminar) 

can see Ms. Dosland for more information. 
• JUNIORS- The PSAT/NMSQT exam is Friday, October 17th. Report time is 7:45am. Room locations will be 

emailed out on Monday. Registration for this exam has already closed. 
• SENIORS with Career/Work experience- you MUST turn in your hours to Ms. Johnson ASAP. See your email 

for more information. 
• The SMSD COLLEGE CLINIC is Oct. 22nd @ SME from 6:30-8:30. 
• In need of some help? Fill out the  Family Assistance Request Form or simply call 913-993-7530 to talk with 

a social worker.  
  
As you get settled in for fall, we want to remind you that the Johnson County Public Library is a resource 
available.  While there are too many resources to list, here is a small sampling of resources available for teens: 
·         eResources - eBooks, eAudiobooks, eMagazines, eNewspapers, streaming videos 
·         BrainFuse - FREE tutoring help from 2-11 PM, submit papers and get feedback within 24 hours 
·         Teen resources - writing and art opportunities, teen book reviews that can count towards community service 
hours, elementia, Young Adult Literary Council 
·         Language Learning with Rosetta Stone or Mango Languages or resources in World Language 
  
 
 

Need help paying your electric bill? LIEAP can help you https://www.dcf.ks.gov/services/ees/Pages/EnergyAssistance.aspx 
 
If you or someone you know is feeling unsafe or having thoughts of harming themselves or others, please utilize these resources: 

Call 988/911/Go to an Emergency Room 
Call the National Suicide Prevention Hotline at 1-800-273-8255 
Text HOME to 741741 to connect with a Crisis Counselor 
Recursos en Español-    El Centro      JoCo Salud Mental- se habla Español.  
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSevUc7TBPi2dxNFEQBRPbDci_wqZdH75cCJtVs1chBxzKoXmw/viewform
https://www.jocolibrary.org/services/educators-homeschoolers/
https://www.jocolibrary.org/elibrary
https://www.jocolibrary.org/elibrary
https://www.jocolibrary.org/research/brainfuse-helpnow
https://www.jocolibrary.org/teens
https://www.jocolibrary.org/teens/elementia
https://search.ebscohost.com/webauth/Community.aspx?code=Hi0cgkwDTle3&site=rosetstone&return=y&ref=https%3a%2f%2fwww.jocolibrary.org%2f&ugt=723731863C9635173716356632353E4226E364D36713639365E328E334133603&authtype=ip&stsug=AgpU2eYmE1Ul7szE61N8xyZJCcWMmX-a-OlarTqv26E_koN_oFpSLH239n0lhzzPw2INmOOrHPNUEYXcb2dcJrLa1TnvHKaHMEtIPizylvJwQr8FO9ZOUlOluUA57YzKAiqDlq5ZfkKyRy6pQoioDdiHxx4EG6Q-6V4Sarvtvw8kxQg&IsAdminMobile=N&encid=320771C67CC675C777C675C672C57CC736133403376333433583&selectServicesToken=AwpQ4F2q5LqlRGeZrs7vtJYPiyTufAg6osjt84EWYB2vR95pHTrl2_FI1Vu8ygzGVpQZv7gTAp9S0hi3AtLGSEzuJDMylGolPO9ucTqINKdjojLy0wrTbHTjajXRrEy8SsdvyhX3sCfm-jDaFppkdZUcjoq_3wU_2f3aHqpDVnjpLHvYHlOhM_gZMSR0gLfFn86C6qfjsdR1dpYlukl3MrgIhDlNOFIVb-QjXqFN7nZYOyZzhswRFTqixsvAj-JHkaj5f6o7bFmQCMf1BgDTcIZtoABQ-GqduLjtgWg3Ag
https://learn.mangolanguages.com/login
https://www.jocolibrary.org/resources/world-languages/
https://www.dcf.ks.gov/services/ees/Pages/EnergyAssistance.aspx
https://www.elcentroinc.com/
https://www.jocogov.org/dept/mental-health/home
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Upcoming College Visits to South 2025-2026 
College and University admissions representatives and Military Recruiters come to the Counseling Center at Shawnee 

Mission South to share about the college/university/service branch they represent. If you are interested in attending a specific 
college/university visit, please contact Ms. Young, Counseling Secretary, at bryoung@smsd.org  to obtain a pass.    

 October  
 
Graceland University    Wednesday. October 15   1:05  
University of Nebraska – Lincoln   Monday, October 20   12:55  
High Point University    Tuesday, October 21  1:05  
Coe College      Wednesday, October 22   9:20  
Saint Louis University    Wednesday, October 22  1:05  
DePaul University     Thursday, October 23  1:05  
Texas Tech University    Monday, October 27   10:30  
  

November  
 
Avila University     Friday, November 14  9:20  
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bryoung@smsd.org
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Freshman Pre-ACT Exam 
Wednesday, September 15 & 

Thursday, September 16 

 
Shawnee Mission South High School will be administering the Pre-ACT 
Assessment to ALL FRESHMAN on Wednesday, October 15, and Thursday, 
October 16, during the school day. An adjusted schedule will be followed on 
both days, with Advisory running from 10:20–11:30 a.m. (70 minutes). 
Freshmen will complete the Pre-ACT during this Advisory period. Students will 
not miss any class time for this assessment. 

There is NO cost for this exam.  To support student success, we 
encourage families to ensure their child gets a good night’s sleep the evening 
before the exam and eats a healthy breakfast before coming to school.  The 
Pre-ACT includes four sections—English, Math, Science, and Reading—and is 
designed to mirror the structure of the ACT, with shorter, standard time 
conditions in a quiet testing environment. Students with individualized 
education plans will receive all documented accommodations. 
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click here to watch: 

KSMS Raider Report 7: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8eYhDgKxnl0  
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8eYhDgKxnl0
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Occupation Spotlight: High Demand – High Wage Careers 

 



 
 

15 

 

Raider Family Focus October 10, 2025 
 

Your Attendance Matters!
District Attendance Specialist 
Hello! My name is Memo Rodriguez and I am the Shawnee Mission School District Attendance Specialist for the South 

high school feeder area. I am here mainly to provide follow-up monitoring of students identified as needing support 
for chronic absenteeism, but other functions I perform are: 

• I serve as a liaison between students, families, and school teams to facilitate positive student attendance. 

• I cooperate with representatives from social services and law enforcement agencies in cases of mutual 

interests. 

• I manage all associated paperwork, arrange for educational facilitators, connect families with needed 

community resources. 

• I communicate and work effectively and cooperatively with members of the school district and community to 
promote student attendance. 

• I work effectively with chronically absent as well as truant students and their families. 

• I connect families struggling with attendance with appropriate school and community resources. 
 
My hours at South high school are Monday through Friday 7 A.M. to 12 P.M. 
Indian Woods middle school hours are Monday through Friday 12:30 P.M. to 3:30 P.M. 

 
If you have any questions regarding phone calls or emails received by me, please feel free to reach out. 
 
Thank you, 
 

Memo Rodriguez 
District Attendance Specialist 

Shawnee Mission South High School 
Indian Woods Middle School 
SMSHS: 913-993-7781 
IWMS: 913-993-0699 
Memorodriguez@smsd.org 

mailto:Memorodriguez@smds.org
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Attendance Incentive 
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Wednesday, October 15th, 2025 
5:00 - 8:00pm – in the Main Gym  

Staff Conference Meal - Sign Up Today! 
On Wednesday, October 15th, the PTA would like to provide dinner for the 
SMS staff doing conferences that evening. Please consider helping by 
providing a chili/soup dinner! We need items dropped off to the library 
between 3:30-4 pm on October 15th. If you need to set up an alternative drop 
off arrangement - please let Jennifer Pontier know by calling/texting 913-206-
1481. For monetary donations, please Venmo: Jennifer-Pontier-1. 

Signup link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0445A8AA23A1F94-58931237-smsstaff 

Thank you for supporting the SMS staff! ~ Robin Rowland ~ 913-424-5331 (c) 
 

Friday, October 17th, 2025 
7:40am-3:10pm – Appointment Only  

 

On Friday, conferences will be by appointment in 
the teacher’s classroom.  To sign up for Friday’s 
conferences via Skyward, please follow the 
directions found HERE: Conference Scheduler 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0445A8AA23A1F94-58931237-smsstaff
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZSB0g3QBcpHIehDSqo4ILsS6QJ0tEbUk/view
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ALL Families, ONE Community: 
Family Fall Cultural Connection Event 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, October 29, 2025 
6:00-7:30 pm 

Shawnee Mission West High School. 
 

Join our cultural event to foster belonging across the Shawnee Mission School 
District. Meet families from all backgrounds, connect with others, and learn 
about community resources and SMSD programs designed to help you feel 
supported and have a great year.  
 
We will have: 

• Snacks and treats!  
• FREE books and school supplies!  
• Learning opportunities for families 
• Activities for kids! 

 
FREE EVENT open to ALL SMSD Families!  
 
 
Spanish, Arabic, and Dari interpreters will be available. If you would like to 
attend this event but speak another language besides those listed, please note in 
the registration form to request an interpreter. Click this link to register to 
attend! 
 

https://forms.gle/3ss6PXojiMgX2JaQ6
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Access all SM South athletics and activity event calendar with real-time updates at www.sunflowerleague.org 

Monday, October 13, 2025 – BLOCKS 1-3-5-7 

TBD Golf: Girls Varsity Regional vs. TBA 

5:30pm Soccer: Boys D Team Game vs. Olathe Northwest  @  CBAC 

6:00pm Football: JV Game vs. Lawrence Free State  @  SM South Stadium 

7:00pm Soccer: Boys C Team Game vs. Olathe Northwest  @  CBAC 

 
Tuesday, October 14, 2025 – Blocks 2 – Seminar - 4 – 6 

5:00pm Soccer: Boys JV Game vs. Olathe Northwest  @  Olathe Northwest High School 

5:30pm Volleyball: Girls Freshman-A Dual    vs. Lawrence Free State  @  Lawrence Free State 

5:30pm Volleyball: Girls JV Dual    vs. Lawrence Free State  @  Lawrence Free State 

6:30pm Soccer: Boys D Team Game vs. Olathe South  @  Shawnee Mission South Stadium  

6:30pm Volleyball: Girls C Team Dual vs. Lawrence Free State  @  Lawrence Free State 

6:30pm Volleyball: Girls Varsity Dual    vs. Lawrence Free State @  Lawrence Free State 

7:00pm Soccer: Boys Varsity Game    vs. Olathe Northwest  @  Olathe Northwest 

 
Wednesday, October 15, 2025 – BLOCKS 1-3-*Advisory-5-7 

5:00-8:00pm District Night Event for Parent Conferences  Main Gym 

3:00pm Unified Bowling: Varsity Tournament  @ Mission Bowl N'Olathe 

6:00pm Soccer: Boys C Team Game vs. Olathe South  @  ODAC 

 

Thursday, October 16, 2025 – LATE START Blocks 2 –*Advisory - 4 - 6 

5:00pm Soccer: Boys JV Game    vs. Olathe South  @  Olathe South 

5:30pm Volleyball: Girls Freshman-A Dual vs. Olathe South  @  Shawnee Mission South  

5:30pm Volleyball: Girls JV Dual    vs. Olathe South  @  Shawnee Mission South  

6:00pm Football: Freshman Game vs. SMNW @  Shawnee Mission South Stadium 

6:30pm Volleyball: Girls C Team Dual  vs. Olathe South @ Shawnee Mission South  

6:30pm Volleyball: Girls Varsity Dual       vs. Olathe South @ Shawnee Mission South  

7:00pm Soccer: Boys Varsity Game    vs. Olathe South  @  Olathe South 

 

 
 

http://teacherweb.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=5872530&e=7F5B4F&c=47EE4&t=0&l=1C2EDC9D&email=jAp7Wbauj2Gy0NKrU0Yw73zXEaHTtGcN&seq=1
https://www.sunflowerleague.org/public/genie/403/school/10/date/2025-10-13/view/week/
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Friday, October 17, 2025 – NO SCHOOL – Parent Teacher Conferences 

TBD Tennis: Girls Varsity State  vs. TBA 

5:00pm Soccer: Boys D Team Game vs. Olathe Northwest  @  Shawnee Mission South  

7:00pm Football: Varsity Game    vs. SMNW @  Shawnee Mission North Stadium 

7:00pm Soccer: Boys C Team Game vs. Olathe Northwest @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

 
Saturday, October 18, 2025  

TBD Tennis: Girls Varsity State  vs. TBA 

8:00am ACT Exam 

 

9:00am Cross Country: Varsity League @  Rim Rock Farm 
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