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Celeste Kirmer serves as our 
receptionist at South and was 
nominated by her colleagues. ñMrs. 
Kirmer is such an incredible 
ambassador for South.   She is always 
so welcoming for all our visitors. Our 
students and staff members know 
that she is the ógo-toô for all things, 
and she supports all those needs 
with a smile. As a long -time South 
parent, she is embedding in our 
Raider Community and is a staunch 
supporter of the Green and Gold.ò 
 
 

Email Dr. Dain to nominate a staff 
member for the Hard Hat Hero award.  

Values 
We care about ALL 
students. 

Beliefs 
We believe ALL 
students can and will 
learn. 

Vision 
All means ALL! 
Personalized Learning 
for ALL students. 
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

SEPTEMBER    22 

Odd Block 

HOCO Assembly 

SEPTEMBER    23 

Even Block 

SEPTEMBER    24 

Odd Block 

 

SEPTEMBER    25 

LATE START 

Even Block 

SEMINAR 

SEPTEMBER    26 

Traditional Schedule  

Homecoming Parade  

 

 

SEPTEMBER   29     

Traditional Schedule  

 

SEPTEMBER    30 

Even Block 

OCTOBER    1 

Odd Block 

 

OCTOBER    2 

LATE START 

Even Block 

OCTOBER    3 

Odd Block 

 

 

 

OCTOBER   6     

Odd Block 

 

OCTOBER    7 

Even Block 

OCTOBER    8 

Odd Block 

 

OCTOBER    9 

LATE START 

Even Block 

OCTOBER    10 

NO SCHOOL 

Teacher Work Day  

 

 

OCTOBER   13     

Odd Block 

 

OCTOBER    14 

Even Block 

OCTOBER    15 

Odd Block 

5:00-8:00pm Parent 

Teacher Conferences 

OCTOBER    16 

LATE START 

Even Block 

OCTOBER    17 

NO SCHOOL 

Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

 

OCTOBER   20     

Traditional Schedule  

 

OCTOBER    21 

Even Block 

OCTOBER    22 

Odd Block 

 

OCTOBER    23 

LATE START 

Even Block 

OCTOBER    24 

Odd Block 

 

 

 

OCTOBER   27     

Traditional Schedule  

 

OCTOBER    28 

Even Block 

OCTOBER    29 

Odd Block 

 

OCTOBER    30 

LATE START 

Even Block 

OCTOBER    31 

Odd Block 

 

 

NOVEMBER    3 

NO SCHOOL 

Professional Learning  

 

NOVEMBER    4 

Even Block 

NOVEMBER    5 

Odd Block 

 

NOVEMBER    6 

LATE START 

Even Block 

NOVEMBER    7 

Odd Block 

 

 

NOVEMBER    10 

Traditional Schedule  

 

NOVEMBER    11 

Even Block 

NOVEMBER    12 

Odd Block 

 

NOVEMBER    13 

LATE START 

Even Block 

NOVEMBER    14 

Odd Block 

 

 

NOVEMBER    17 

Traditional Schedule  

Winter Sports Begin  

NOVEMBER    18 

Even Block 

NOVEMBER    19 

Odd Block 

 

NOVEMBER    20 

LATE START 

Even Block 

NOVEMBER    21 

Odd Block 

 

 

NOVEMBER    24 

NO SCHOOL 

THANKSGIVING 

BREAK 

NOVEMBER    25 

NO SCHOOL 

THANKSGIVING 

BREAK 

NOVEMBER    26 

NO SCHOOL 

THANKSGIVING 

BREAK 

NOVEMBER    27 

NO SCHOOL 

THANKSGIVING 

BREAK 

NOVEMBER    28 

NO SCHOOL 

THANKSGIVING 

BREAK 
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Health Office Update  

September  2025  
 

SMSD policy~~ students are not allowed to keep any medication with them,  
all medications are to be given through the health office. Make sure you have 
filled out the online permission. This will not include emergency medications 
that the student is allowed to keep with them; epi pens and inhalers. Do not 
give or take medicatio n to your friends, always check in with the health office 
first.  

 

 

We need your vaccination information. Juniors~ you MUST have your 
2nd Meningitis ACWY Vaccine after you turn 16. Did you get it over the 
summer, have it in your back pack? Bring into our office, or send to 
soyork@smsd.org . 
 

Parents/Guardians -  Please note~~you can call your student out 
any time, any day for any reason at 993 - 7545. Please do not send 
your student to the health office to be sent home, we will call you if 
we deem the student needs to be sent home related to sickn ess. 
 

 

 

Just say NO to energy drinks~~  

It is dangerous for teenagers; causes cardiovascular issues 
like a rapid heart rate and high blood pressure, 
neurological problems such as insomnia, headaches, 
anxiety, and tremors, and digestive problems like 
heartburn. Look for alternatives and save your health.  

 

Angie York 
SM South Nurse 
913.993.7516 

mailto:soyork@smsd.org
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Follow @counselingSMS on Instagram/X  
Ψ{ƘŀǿƴŜŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ {ƻǳǘƘ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎΩ on Facebook 

Your Last Name           Your Counselor  
A-C & ELL                    Nichole Dosland 
D-I                                Chris Shelby 
J-O                               Jasmine Morgan 
P-T                               Jennifer Herrmann 
U-Z                               Traci Johnson 

  

¶ Seniors- FAFSA Informational Night- (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) 
is September 30th @ 6pm in the SMS Library. ! ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ W///Ωǎ 
Financial Aid department will be the speaker. Mrs. Bryan, our SMS College and 
Career Advisor, will also be present as well to assist with questions. 

¶ Juniors- Registration to take the PSAT/NMSQT Exam started Friday, August 
29th. All information will be shared via email. The exam is October 17th.  Click 
here to register-  www.TotalRegistration.net/PSAT/172772 

¶ JCCC/Baker dual credit enrollment Students will be receiving information 
through their classes and through email on how to enroll.  Questions?  Contact 
Ms. Johnson in counseling. 

¶ The SMSD Career Fair Field Trip is Sept 19th.  Many different types of 
businesses will be in attendance as well as 15+ colleges.  Sign Up information 
will be sent out through email.  Transportation is provided. 

¶ Juniors- If you missed your ELA class (or have Cont. Comm) on Thursday or 
Friday, please check your Canvas Class of 2027 page for a slide show with 
important information regarding your Junior year. 

 
 

Need help paying your electric bill? LIEAP can help you https://www.dcf.ks.gov/services/ees/Pages/EnergyAssistance.aspx 
 
If you or someone you know is feeling unsafe or having thoughts of harming themselves or others, please utilize these resources: 

Call 988/911/Go to an Emergency Room 
Call the National Suicide Prevention Hotline at 1-800-273-8255 
Text HOME to 741741 to connect with a Crisis Counselor 
Recursos en EspaƷol-    El Centro      JoCo Salud Mental- se habla EspaƷol.  
 
 

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt
http://www.totalregistration.net/PSAT/172772
https://www.dcf.ks.gov/services/ees/Pages/EnergyAssistance.aspx
https://www.elcentroinc.com/
https://www.jocogov.org/dept/mental-health/home
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Upcoming College Visits to South 2025-2026 
College and University admissions representatives and Military Recruiters come to the Counseling Center at Shawnee 

Mission South to share about the college/university/service branch they represent. If you are interested in attending a specific 
college/university visit, please contact Ms. Young, Counseling Secretary, at bryoung@smsd.org  to obtain a pass.    

 September  
Iowa State University   Friday, September 19  9:20  
Wichita State University   Friday, September 19  1:05  
Pittsburg State University   Tuesday, September 23  9:40  
University of Kansas   Tuesday, September 23  1:05  
Virginia Tech     Wednesday, September 24 9:20  
Creighton University   Wednesday, September 24 1:05  
Quincy University    Thursday, September 25  1:05  
Liberty University    Monday, September 29  9:30  
Drury University    Monday, September 29  12:55  
  

 October  
Rockhurst University   Wednesday, October 1  1:05  
Missouri State University   Thursday, October 2  1:05  
Washburn University   Monday, October 6   1:05  
University of Kansas, Army ROTC  Tuesday, October 7   1:05  
Washington University   Wednesday, October 8  1:05  
Missouri Western State University Thursday, October 9  1:05  
High Point University   Tuesday, October 21  1:05  
Coe College     Wednesday, October 22   9:20  
Saint Louis University   Wednesday, October 22  1:05  
DePaul University    Thursday, October 23  1:05  
Texas Tech University   Monday, October 27   10:30  

mailto:bryoung@smsd.org
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September marks National Suicide Prevention Month  and a time raise awareness 
and discuss this highly stigmatized topic. In addition to shifting public perception and 

stigma, this month is also used to spread hope to people affected by suicide. Our 
goal as a district is to ensure students, staff and families have access to the 

resources they need to discuss suicide prevention and to seek help and hope.  

Shawnee Mission South High Counselors and Social Workers are available to assist 
students and parents in need of assistance regarding academics, mental health 

support, or community resources. Please contact us at 913-993-7530, if you have 
any questions or concerns about your child.  

Parent and Caregiver resources for mental health: 

NAMI - Discover useful insights and resources to foster your child's mental health 
throughout the school year. 

NAMI's Back-to-School Suicide Prevention Brochure (prevenir el suicidio juvenil) - 
warning signs and action steps 

  

If you or someone you know is experiencing a mental health 
crisis, call  or text  988 immediately.  You can also chat with the Suicide & Crisis 

Lifeline at 988lifeline.org . 

 

https://www.nami.org/your-journey/kids-teens-and-young-adults/youth-and-young-adult-resources/back-to-school-resources/#parents-and-caregivers
https://rqrpajyab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001thn7JjDM8QZlh8Aw-Sx3sauEHNC15j3kzOfgPGyK9aqXxEkuvyHcOIzsGdbJ7Z3M6GxUfFHFNA7z_z5xnsk4Ptwh3IOD5RASrN6j-hjvdjWLvgkE9Rq78gSpuKlkNOzI58cLtVd79neWNYpz4nrzan7vDG-ZR01H9KpatMpbeoWOsotpBXCYg5_Sb9dDvQd3mVswdT7PiB_mLwh9rWVVJCUqKfuYhXGtpPbIrn4qs48=&c=2uop8XYbk-XsjftjM_GAsnKmsSt5TRir_cy33HKNPthONvAUazxnBw==&ch=fPOoKqJmrXpWNQJwC3vYfIGVd7bZmfsLgdBBTgAulTmkRpPIgaw0KA==
https://www.nami.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Suicide-Signs_Spanish_FA.pdf
tel:988
https://988lifeline.org/chat
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Raiders! - Nominate your Peers 
Click HERE to Nominate for Student of the Week   

Jack Cook Recognized Ashley Arden-Baltazar 
with the KINDNESS CHAIN as our Student o f the Week! 

 

https://forms.gle/rpiNtc3nHvKyiLfJ8
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click here to watch: 

KSMS Video - Link to Raider Report 4: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nnejwsedFok 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nnejwsedFok
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Occupation Spotlight: High Demand ï High Wage Careers  
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Your Attendance Matters!
District Attendance Specialist 
Hello! My name is Memo Rodriguez and I am the Shawnee Mission School District Attendance Specialist for the South 

high school feeder area. I am here mainly to provide follow-up monitoring of students identified as needing support 
for chronic absenteeism, but other functions I perform are: 

¶ I serve as a liaison between students, families, and school teams to facilitate positive student attendance. 

¶ I cooperate with representatives from social services and law enforcement agencies in cases of mutual 

interests. 

¶ I manage all associated paperwork, arrange for educational facilitators, connect families with needed 

community resources. 

¶ I communicate and work effectively and cooperatively with members of the school district and community to 
promote student attendance. 

¶ I work effectively with chronically absent as well as truant students and their families. 

¶ I connect families struggling with attendance with appropriate school and community resources. 
 
My hours at South high school are Monday through Friday 7 A.M. to 12 P.M. 
Indian Woods middle school hours are Monday through Friday 12:30 P.M. to 3:30 P.M. 

 
If you have any questions regarding phone calls or emails received by me, please feel free to reach out. 
 
Thank you, 
 

Memo Rodriguez 
District Attendance Specialist 

Shawnee Mission South High School 
Indian Woods Middle School 
SMSHS: 913-993-7781 
IWMS: 913-993-0699 
Memorodriguez@smsd.org 

mailto:Memorodriguez@smds.org
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Attendance Incentive  
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Link to ROCKYõS RUNDOWN: 

https://view.gogipper.com/page/1924766 
 

 

https://view.gogipper.com/page/1924766
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZK3iWv6pRBMPhWN8mBHITSgy7rsIAeOk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
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FALL  CAMPUS  

CLEAN -UP DAY  

Saturday, Sept 20 th    
9:00 -11:00am  

WE have 12 loads of mulch to spread, so bring your  
Gloves, shovels, rakes, trimmers, etc. 
ϝ.ǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΗ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŜŀǊƴ Ψ5ƻǳōƭŜΩ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

points when they attend with a parents! 
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CLASS OF 2026 T -SHIRTS!!  
Part of the proceeds go to SMS PTA. Please choose PICK UP when checking out. Orders will be 

delivered to the school. They will not be shipped (even if shipping is chosen). Orders will be fulfilled 
once the store closes. Store Closes Sept 30, 2025 

https://peacockprint -kc.com/collections/shawnee -mission -south -seniors  

 

https://peacockprint-kc.com/collections/shawnee-mission-south-seniors
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Access all SM South athletics and activity event calendar with real -time updates at www.sunflowerleague.org 

 
Monday, September 22 , 2025  ï BLOCKS 1 -3 -  Assembly -5 -7  

1:00pm  Golf: Girls Varsity Tournament  @ Lawrence C ountry Club  

3:00pm  Tennis: Girls Varsity Quad  @ Kansas State University , Manhattan, KS   

3:30pm  Tennis: Girls JV Dual  vs. SMW @  Shawnee Mission West High School  

5:00pm  Soccer: Boys C Team Game  vs. S ME @  Shawnee Mission South Upper Turf   

6:00pm  Football: JV Game    vs. Gardner Edgerto n @  GEHS  

 

Tuesday, September 23, 2025  ï Blocks 2 ï Seminar  -  4 ï 6  

8:00am  Golf: Girls JV Tournament  vs. Olathe North  @  Painted Hill Golf Course  

3:30pm  Tennis: Girls JV Dual  vs. SMN  @  Shawnee Mission North High School  

3:30pm  Tennis: Girls Varsity Dual  vs. SMN  @  103rd & Marty  

5:00pm  Soccer: Boys D Team Game  vs. S ME @  Shawnee Mission South Upper Turf   

5:00pm  Soccer: Boys JV Game     vs. SME @  Shawnee Mission South Stadium   

5:30pm  Volleyball: Girls Fr osh -A Dual  vs. S MNW @  Shawnee Mission South High School  

5:30pm  Volleyball: Girls JV Dual     vs. S MNW @  Shawnee Mission South High School  

6:30pm  Volleyball: Girls C Team Dual  vs. S MNW @  Shawnee Mission South High School  

6:30pm  Volleyball: Girls Varsity Dual  vs. S MNW @  Shawnee Mission South High School  

7:00pm  Soccer: Boys Varsity Game  vs. SME @  Shawnee Mission South  Stadium   

 

Wednesday, September 24, 2025  ï BLOCKS 1 -3 -5 -7  

3:00pm  Golf: Girls Varsity Tournament  @  Sunflower Hills  

3:00pm  Tennis: Girls JV Triangular  @  St. James Academy  

5:00pm  Football: Freshman Game  vs. SMW  @  Shawnee Mission West High School  

5:00pm  Soccer: Boys D Team Game  vs. S MNW  @  Shawnee Mission Soccer Complex  

5:00pm  Soccer: Boys D -Team Game  vs. S MNW  @  SMNW  High School  

7:30pm  Theatr e   Almost Maine   Flex Theatre  

 
 
 
 

http://teacherweb.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=5872530&e=7F5B4F&c=47EE4&t=0&l=1C2EDC9D&email=jAp7Wbauj2Gy0NKrU0Yw73zXEaHTtGcN&seq=1
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Thursday, September 25, 2025  ï LATE START Blocks 2 ïSeminar -  4 -  6  
TBD  Tennis: Girls JV JV League  @  CBAC  

12:00pm  Golf: Girls JV Tournament  vs. Olathe South   @  Smiley's  

4:00pm  Cross Country: Varsity JV Meet  vs. BVSW  @ Blue Valley Southwest  

5:00pm  Soccer: Boys JV Game  vs. SMNW  @  Shawnee Mission Soccer Complex  

5:30pm  Volleyball: Girls Freshman -A Dual  vs. S ME @  Shawnee Mission South  

5:30pm  Volleyball: Girls JV Dual  vs. S ME @  Shawnee Mission South  

6:30pm  Volleyball: Girls C Team Dual  vs. S ME @  Shawnee Mission South  

6:30pm  Volleyball: Girls Varsity Dual    vs. S ME @  Shawnee Mission South  

7:00pm  Soccer: Boys Varsity Game    vs. SMNW  @  Shawnee Mission Soccer Complex  

7:30pm  Theatr e   Almost Maine   Flex Theatre  

 
Friday, September 26, 2025  -  7 Period PARADE Schedule  

6:40pm  Homecoming  Stadium  

4:00pm  Oktoberfest  Main Gym  

7:00pm  Football: Varsity Game  vs. Shawnee Mission -West  @  SM South Stadium  

 

Saturday, September 27, 2025   

8:00am  Volleyball: Girls Varsity Tournament  @  Louisburg High School  

9:00am  Cross Country: Varsity Classic  @ Columbia, Mo  

8:00 -10: 30pm  Homecoming Dance  Auxiliary Gym  
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