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Stay connected! Find staff contacts, upcoming events, 
facility use details, and other helpful information at: 

www.genvalley.org

School Board recognition week
October 13 – 17, 2025

The New York State School Boards Association recognizes 
October 13-17 as School Board Recognition Week. This is a 
time to promote awareness and understanding of the important 
work performed by local school boards. Public schools form 
the bedrock of our communities and our country. Democracy 
thrives with educated citizens capable of critical thinking and civil 
discourse. And it is our local school boards who are ultimately 
responsible for student success.

The key work of school boards is to raise student achievement by:
•	 Developing a shared vision and goals for the district
•	 Ensuring strategies, resources, policies and programs 

align with district goals
•	 Assessing and providing accountability for student 

achievement
•	 Supporting a healthy school district culture in which to 

work and learn
•	 Evaluating the superintendent to ensure continuous 

improvement
•	 And much more!

School boards are comprised of volunteers, who dedicate 
their time to improving public education and don’t receive any 
compensation for their services. They make tough decisions 
every month and spend many hours studying education issues 
and regulations in order to provide the kind of accountability our 
community stakeholders expect.

The members serving our district and their years of service are 
as follows:

	 Timothy Hand – 13 years
	 Heath “Buddy” Gordon – 9 years
	 Max Gilluly – 3 years
	 Michelle Kelley – 2 years
	 Jamie Willson – 2 years
	 Shawn Grusendorf – 1 year
	 James Cartwright – 1 year 

Thank you for all your dedication and time to make our 
school great!
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Upcoming 
Important Dates

NOVEMBER

Gratitude
to show that you are thankful for what 

others have done for you

DECEMBER

Compassion
having sympathy and concern for sufferings or 
misfortunes of others.  When you have learned 

compassion for yourself, compassion for 
others is automatic.  

WORDS OF THE 
MONTH

Character

FRIENDLY REMINDER
ACADEMIC HONORS DINNER

The 2025 Academic Honors Dinner will take 
place on Wednesday, November 19, 2025, at 6:00 
p.m. at the American House & Hotel in Angelica. 

The purpose of this event is to recognize our high 
school students who achieved honor roll status 

or above for all consecutive quarters throughout 
the 2024-25 school year, as well as previous high 

school years. This is an invitation-only event.

We will be honoring the 2025 Distinguished 
Alumni Wall of Fame Inductees as well.

SCHOOL CLOSINGS, DELAYS OR EARLY 
DISMISSALS

Genesee Valley Central School District recently changed 
to ParentSquare to keep parents and staff informed of 
important school activities, news, closings/delays, etc. 

KEEP EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 
UPDATED

It is very important if your phone number, email address 
or mailing address has changed to contact

Denise Baker at 
(585) 268-7937 or e-mail dbaker@genvalley.org  

with any changes.

We also announce closings/delays on the following: 
•	 GVCS Website
•	 Buffalo News TV Stations: NBC, CBS, ABC and 

Spectrum
•	 Local Radio Stations: 93.5 FM, 95.7 and 103.5

PARENT - TEACHER CONFERENCES
Grades K-12: Conferences will be held Monday, 
November 10th by appointment. Teachers will 

be reaching out via ParentSquare to set up 
conferences.  If you do not receive a message 

through ParentSquare, please reach out to your 
child’s teacher to schedule a time.

NO STUDENT ATTENDANCE on Monday, 
November 10th and Tuesday, November 11th.  The 
School Building is CLOSED on Tuesday, November 

11th - Veterans Day.

Monday, November 10 Parent/Teacher Conferences/Superintendent Conference 
Day Grades PK-12….NO Student Attendance

Tuesday, November 11 Veterans Day Observed – School Building Closed

Tuesday, November 25 11:00 a.m. – All Students Dismissed

Wednesday, November 26 Thanksgiving Break – No School

Thursday, November 27 Thanksgiving – School Building Closed

Friday, November 28 Thanksgiving Break – School Building Closed

Monday, December 22 –  
Friday, January 2

Christmas/New Year’s Break – No School
(School Building Closed Dec. 24, 25, 31 & Jan. 1 – 
Students return Monday, Jan. 5, 2026)

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR A 
SEPARATE NEWSLETTER

PERTAINING TO THE 2025 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 

PROJECT
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RETURNING EMPLOYEES TO GVCS
Abby Marsh returned this year 

as a 4th Grade Teacher after 
being a Teacher Assistant for the 
past 3 years. She graduated from 
Genesee Valley Central School 
before receiving her Bachelor of 
Science in Elementary Education 
Grades 1-6 from Grand Canyon 
University.  
Abby writes, 

“I currently live in Belmont with 
my husband and twin boys. I also have three stepdaughters 
and four grandchildren, with one on the way.” Her hobbies 
include reading, cooking, playing cards and enjoying time 
with family. 

Please join us in welcoming 
Amy Halbert back to the 
GVCS family as our Cafeteria 
Manager. Amy oversees all 
aspects of the cafeteria-from 
ordering and cooking to 
lending a hand wherever it’s 
needed. She brings previous 
experience as a Cafeteria 
Manager at Andover Central 
School and has a long history 
with GVCS, having worked here as a cook four years ago. 
She loves the family-like atmosphere at GV and enjoys 
seeing students’ happy faces as they enjoy their meals. Amy 
and her husband, both GV graduates, live locally and are 
excited to be back in the Genesee Valley community.

Senior Citizens’ Christmas 
Dinner - December 9th 

Once again Genesee Valley School will be hosting our 
annual Christmas concert and dinner on Tuesday, December 
9, 2025.  We request that only senior citizens living in the 
Genesee Valley School District attend.

When arriving at the school, parking is available in the 
front or back parking lots. Students will be available at both 
entrances to assist our special guests to the auditorium. 
Visitors are asked not to arrive before 3:30 p.m. to give our 
GV staff time to clear parking spaces for you. 

Starting at 4:00 p.m., the high school band and choir will 
perform in the Auditorium. Immediately following the concert 
you will be guided to the cafeteria to enjoy a delicious 
Christmas dinner prepared by our cafeteria staff and served 
by our National Honor Society students and staff.  

For reservations, please call Linda Warner at  
585-268-7900 by Tuesday, December 2nd. We look 

forward to sharing this evening with you!

CLASS OF 
2026  

CALENDAR 
CHALLENGE

Mark your calendars for 
the Class of 2026 Calendar 

Challenge Fundraiser! This will 
run from November 24th to 

December 8th. 

We appreciate your support of 
the Senior Class.

Social Media
Genesee Valley Central School social media accounts 

(Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and YouTube) inform parents, 
staff and community members about our achievements, 
events and activities. This is not an open or public forum. 
We expect comments will be respectful, factual and 
constructive. Personal insults against any individual will be 
deleted, as will posts that violate the privacy of others or 
the social media platform’s rules.

Comments not consistent with the purposes of 
our accounts will also be deleted. Examples include 
unauthorized commercial solicitations; posts that bully, 
intimidate or harass; content that is hateful, threatening, 
pornographic, or contains violence; or any post that is 
unlawful, misleading, vulgar, malicious or discriminatory, 
any posts that contain personally identifiable information, 
medical information or other confidential information, 
or if the comments interfere with the district including 
threatening posts or posts that endanger the health or 
safety of any students or employees. If more than one post 
by the same individual must be deleted, the district reserves 
the right to block that individual from our accounts. 

Genesee Valley Central School social media accounts 
are followed by students in our schools. It is our belief 
that we must model respectful and kind behavior on these 
accounts. 
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Dear Parents,
 We have had a great start to the school year! Classes are under way, and the 

fall athletic season is in full swing. Our students had fun showing their school 
spirit during spirit week! We had beautiful weather for games, and the dance was 
well attended.

Parent/Teacher conferences will be held on Monday, November 10. Please 
reach out to your child’s teachers to schedule a time to meet with them.

As we look forward to the holiday season, I am overwhelmed with gratitude for 
the Genesee Valley school community. I am thankful for the students, faculty and 
community members who make up our district. Thank you for the part you play 
in making our community a wonderful place to live, learn and grow!

If you have questions or concerns as the year progresses, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely,
Mrs. Sara Donlon

Dear Genesee Valley Families,
The 2025-2026 school year is off to a good start! It is hard to believe that we 

are two months into school. Please continue to check ParentSquare and the 
Facebook page to keep up with all the events and activities that are coming 
up. 

Parent/Teacher Conferences will be held the week of November 10th. We are 
asking parents to use ParentSquare to sign up for conferences this year. You 
will be able to attend in person, by phone, or video conference. The classroom 
teachers will be reaching out to all of you with more information on sign-ups. 
If your family has more than one child, we ask that you be responsible for 
ensuring that your conference times do not overlap. 

I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to the families of Genesee Valley. 
I appreciate your ongoing support. Whether through attending events, 
volunteering your time, or simply reinforcing learning at home, your 
contributions help strengthen our school and create a nurturing environment 
where every child can succeed.

 
Warm regards,
Mrs. Sarah Taylor

ELEMENTARY 
PRINCIPAL’S 

CORNER

SECONDARY 
PRINCIPAL’S 

CORNER
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Genesee Valley Central School hosted a hands-on tractor 
safety and emergency preparedness event on Saturday, 
September 20. Students from the GVCSD FFA and Junior 
Firefighters programs, along with volunteer firefighters 
from Scio, Belmont, and Angelica, explored real-world farm 
hazards, learned safety protocols, and practiced emergency 
response skills.

Jim Carrabba, an Agricultural Safety Specialist with the New 
York Center for Agricultural Medicine and Health (NYCAMH), 
and Erik Merrell, a Safety Educator and local Paramedic, 
led the morning session. They guided participants through 

parts of the Rural Firefighters Delivering Agricultural Safety 
& Health (RF-DASH) training, a program designed to equip 
rural first responders with agricultural health and safety 
knowledge to prevent farm injuries and 
improve emergency preparedness.

In the afternoon, two tractors provided 
by Bainbridge Farm in Almond 
were used to demonstrate farm 
equipment hazards, evaluate 
tractor safety, and review basic 
first aid practices.

GV/BC HOMECOMING WEEKEND 
The week of September 29th we celebrated MS/

HS Spirit Week preparing for Homecoming Weekend, 
October 3rd & 4th. Students from Genesee Valley along 
with fellow athletes from Belfast, gathered in the High 
School gym as the pep band played during the tug of 
war, and other activities.

Over the weekend, several events took place including 
the Athletic Wall of Fame Induction, soccer games, 
volleyball matches, and the Homecoming Dance at 
Belfast.

Thank you to everyone who made this weekend a big 
success!L-R     Finn Hunter, Jaden Brown, Trent  Hutchison, Nolan 

Hunter (King), Whitney Young (Queen), Addison Bradt, 
Baylee Babbitt, Allie Marsh

Tractor Safety Event Held at Genesee Valley Central School
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This summer Genesee Valley FFA members were busy 
attending fairs across WNY. 
ALLEGANY COUNTY FAIR 

Derick Grantier took 1st place and Mason Fanton took 2nd 
place in the Safe Tractor Operation Contest. All 6 GV FFA 
members placed in the top 10 for Livestock Judging: CayLeigh 
Shipman 10th, Chilaleah Ormsby 9th, Addison Middaugh 7th, 
Rylee Ormsby 6th, Mason Fanton 5th, and Sarah Dorrett 4th. 
The team of Sarah, Mason, Rylee, and Addison took 1st place 
overall. 

The team of Mason Fanton, Sarah Dorrett, Addison 
Middaugh, and Chilaleah Ormsby took 3rd overall in Dairy 
Judging and 2nd in Allegany County. The team of Derick 
Grantier, Mason Fanton, Addison Middaugh, and Liz Grantier 
took 1st place in Horse Judging with Derick and Mason tying 
for 1st place and Addison and Liz tying for 6th place. In Tree 
ID Mason Fanton took 2nd place and in the Livestock Skill-a-
thon Addison took 5th place. 
GENESEE COUNTY FAIR

Mason Fanton took 6th place overall and Derick Grantier 
placed 2nd in the NYS Safe Tractor Operation CDE.

NYS FAIR
To conclude the summer season, GVCSD FFA members 

prepared for the NYS Fair by practicing Livestock Judging 
and Agronomy at the Cattaraugus County Fair and Small 
Engine Repair at the Wyoming County Fair. The team of Mason 
Fanton, CayLeigh Shipman, Sarah Dorrett, and Chilaleah 
Ormsby represented Genesee Valley at the NYS Agronomy 
Contest. Rowan Vossler and Sarah Dorrett represented GV in 
the NYS Horse Evaluation contest while the team of Mason 
Fanton and Stanley LaForge represented GV in the NYS 
Small Gas Engine Troubleshooting contest. Stanley LaForge 
came in 6th place in Small Gas Engine Troubleshooting and 
Mason Fanton placed 9th individually in Ag Electrification and 
3rd individually in Diesel Engine Troubleshooting. Together, 
Mason and Stanley placed 2nd in NYS for Diesel Engine 
Troubleshooting. 

The time and commitment our students put in over their 
summer vacation is impressive and should be commended!

Genesee Valley CSD FFA News: Summer/Fall Edition
By: Carolyn Wright
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Genesee Valley Central School held its Athletics Wall of Fame Induction on October 4, honoring four 
individuals and one team.

Shawn Grusendorf – Angelica Central School,  
Class of 1993

A three-sport athlete, Shawn excelled in soccer, basketball, 
and baseball. As a senior, helped lead his soccer team 
to a division title while being named County MVP and 
Outstanding Male Senior Athlete.

Kristen Hunter – Belmont Central School, Class of 1990
Kristen was a four-year varsity athlete in soccer, basketball, 

and softball. She won three Section V soccer championships, 
was named county Co-MVP, and earned All-Star recognition 
in basketball and softball.

Cynthia Humphrey – Genesee Valley Central School,  
Class of 2011

Cynthia competed in volleyball, basketball, softball, and 
track & field. She earned county and sectional All-Star honors 
and twice won the Section V title in the 400m hurdles, 
setting a new sectional record in the event both years.

Cody Schneider – Genesee Valley Central School,  
Class of 2020

Cody was a multi-sport standout in soccer, basketball, and 
baseball. A Great 8 and Big 30 All-Star, he also set GVCS 
records for career points and rebounds in basketball and 
helped lead the Jaguars to sectional success on the court.

2016 GVCS Varsity Baseball Team
The 2016 team captured the Section V championship and 

advanced to the New York State Final Four. With an 11-5 
regular season record, the Jaguars defeated Batavia Notre 
Dame in the sectional title game before falling in the state 
semifinals to the eventual state champions.

Congratulations to this year’s inductees!

2025 Athletics Wall of Fame Induction
Row 1: John Zlomek, Steve Biancuzzo, Shawn Grusendorf, Kristen Hunter, Cynthia Humphrey, Eric Weinman | Row 2: Carson 

Werner, Cooper Weinman, Josh McGuire, Cody Schneider, Noah Windus, Carter Schneider, Zach Deichmann
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR SENIOR ATHLETES FROM THE FALL SEASON! 

GRAHAM
BRADTBRADT

#1

TAYLA
BRENNABRENNA

#2

ETHAN
DAVENPORTDAVENPORT

#4

NOLAN
HUNTERHUNTER

#10

IAN
MACKENZIEMACKENZIE

#13

CHRISTINA
MCAULEYMCAULEY

#14
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR SENIOR ATHLETES FROM THE FALL SEASON! 

LOGAN
RICERICE

#18

RILEY
ROGERSROGERS

#19

JADE
SALLAZZOSALLAZZO

#20

CAYLEIGH
SHIPMANSHIPMAN

#21

KENTON
SHULTZSHULTZ

#22

WHITNEY
YOUNGYOUNG

#25
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The Allegany County Department of 
Health has grant funding to help address 
lead-based paint hazards in privately-
owned homes and rental units that were 
built before 1978; with priorities set for 
homes with children under the age of six 
and pregnant women due to the long-
lasting effects that Lead poisoning can 
have on them.  Remediation work may 
include painting, enclosure, removal, and 
replacement of windows, doors, moldings 
and other surfaces or components that 
contain lead hazards. 

The deadline to apply for the free home 
repairs is December 1st, 2025.  
Visit https://www.alleganyco.gov/
departments-health-lead/ to learn more.
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R E C O G N I T I O N
C O N C E R T

VETERANS

All veterans are welcome to bring a guest and enjoy a
dessert bar, provided by the Allegany County Dwyer
Program for Veterans, before the concert.

NOVEMBER 12, 2025

6:00 DESSERT BAR | 6:30 CONCERT

@ GENESEE VALLEY CENTRAL SCHOOL

Scan the QR code to register for the event.
For more info call: 585-268-9217
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GVCS MUSIC GVCS MUSIC 
DEPARTMENTDEPARTMENT

2025 WINTER EVENTS2025 WINTER EVENTS

DECEMBER 4DECEMBER 4THTH

Elementary Concert:
6:00 p.m.: 	 Kindergarten-4th Grade

DECEMBER 9DECEMBER 9THTH

High School Concerts:
4:00 p.m.: 	 Senior Citizens Concert
After Concert: 	 Senior Citizens Dinner
6:30 p.m.: 	 9-12th Grade Band, Jazz Band  
	 and 7-12th Grade Choir Concert

DECEMBER 11DECEMBER 11THTH

Middle School Concert
6:30 p.m.: 	 6th Grade Band 
	 7-8th Grade Band 
	 Jazz Band 
	 and 5-6th Grade Choir
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Genesee Valley Fitness Center

•	 All members must be a district resident, alumni, faculty, staff 
or taxpayer of the Genesee Valley community or have a 
student attend GVCS.

•	 All applicants will complete a training session prior to 
receiving their membership.

•	 No one under 18 may utilize the fitness center without adult 
supervision.

•	 Members must ensure that the equipment is clean by wiping 
off all equipment after each use. GVCS fitness center does 
provide sanitary wipes for use.

RULES FOR USING THE FITNESS CENTERHOURS OF OPERATION

If the school building is closed (holidays, snow days, early 
dismissals, etc.) the Fitness Center will be closed

NOTE:  A friendly reminder when you use the GVCS Fitness 
Center: please remember to change into clean shoes before 
entering the fitness center. There is ample space to change 
footwear prior to entering the center. Thank you for helping us 
keep our fitness equipment clean and usable for all. 

FITNESS ACTIVITIES OFFERED AT GVCS
(only when school is in session)

Cardio, Core, Strength & More
MONDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS AT 3:30 P.M.,  

SATURDAYS AT 9:00 A.M.  ROOM 1170

MONDAY-FRIDAY 
5:00-8:00 A.M. & 
3:00-9:00 P.M.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY 
7:00 A.M. TO 3:00 P.M.

INSTRUCTOR PAT PRESUTTI
Call 716-860-8287 for information.

Home

Search posts...

Our School

Principal

I’m excited to welcome you to a new school 
year! It’s been great seeing both new and
old faces back on campus this week... 

Good morning, parents. Attached to this 
post you will find a list of items needed for 
our classrooms. If you are able to donate...

Home Messages Alerts Events More

300 ♥

1 day ago

+

Teacher 2 days ago

P News From the Principal

T Classroom Wish List

...

♥

♥

Download the
ParentSquare app today!
Stay involved with your student's learning 
and activities at school. From anywhere.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Character Word of the 
Month:
Gratitude

Junior High Area All 
State Music Festival 
Rehearsal at GVCS, 
12-8:00 p.m. 

Report cards ready for 
parent pick up/ mailed 
home Grades K-12 

Fall Retake Picture 
Day

SAT Test

Junior High Area All 
State Music Festival 
Concert at GVCS, 
2:00 p.m.

Please Note - Sports 
Schedules will be on 
GV Website

Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 

No Student 
Attendance

VETERANS DAY 

School Building 
Closed

Veterans Recognition 
Concert, Auditorium 
6:30 p.m.

First Day of Winter 
Sports

5:30 p.m. - Board of 
Education Meeting, 
Room 1121

Academic Honors 
Dinner/Distinguished 
Alumni Wall of 
Fame Inductees, 
American House & 
Hotel in Angelica (by 
invitation only)

Senior High Area All 
State Music Festival 
Rehearsal at Elmira, 
12-8:00 p.m.

Senior High Area All 
State Music Festival 
Concert at Elmira, 
2:00 p.m.

MS Youth & 
Government 
Conference

MS Youth & 
Government 
Conference

11:00a.m. - All 
Students Dismissed 

MS Youth & 
Government 
Conference

Thanksgiving Break 

No School
Offices Open

THANKSGIVING 

School Building 
Closed

Thanksgiving Break 

School Building 
Closed

2 3 4 5 6 7  8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30

November 2025
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Character Word of the 
Month:
Compassion

Winter Concert: 
6:00 p.m. Grades K-4

SAT Test

Please Note - Sports 
Schedules will be on 
GV Website

5:30 p.m.-Board of 
Education Mtg., Room 
1121

4:00 p.m. Senior 
Citizens Concert & 
Dinner

Winter Concert: 6:30 
p.m. Grades 7-12

Winter Concert: 
6:30 p.m. Grades 5-8

End of 2nd Mid-
Quarter Grades 6-12

ACT Test

Progress Reports 
mailed home Grades 
6-12

Christmas Break 

No School
Offices Open

Christmas Break 

No School
Offices Open

CHRISTMAS EVE

No School
School Building 
Closed

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

No School
School Building 
Closed

Christmas Break 

No School
Offices Open

Christmas Break 

No School
Offices Open

Christmas Break 

No School
Offices Open

NEW YEARS EVE 

No School
School Building 
Closed

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

December 2025

ALSO THE 9TH
2025 Capital 
Improvement Project 
District Vote 12-8:00 
p.m. in the pool 
vestibule at GVCS 
only!



VISIT THE SEX OFFENDERS WEBSITE – http://www.familywatchdog.us 
for information on sex offenders living in the GVCS District
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Mission:
GVCS shall champion education, a healthy lifestyle and community 
involvement by incorporating resources to inspire and empower all to be 
successful in life. 

Vision: GVCS will achieve global recognition as a model for innovative learning 
and excellence.

NATIONAL WREATHS 
ACROSS AMERICA DAY
* DECEMBER 13, 2025 *

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA

NEW…The Angelica Legion family is participating in 
Wreaths Across America for the Angelica Cemetery. 
A memorial wreath will be placed on Veterans’ graves 
in Angelica. 

This event is to honor our Veterans for their service, 
so they are not forgotten. If you would like to participate 
in this event you can find forms at the Angelica Legion, 
flyers will be hung around the Village of Angelica with 
information, or you can use the QR code on the flyer. 
Wreath donations are due before December 1st. 

If you don’t have a Veteran buried in Angelica, please 
consider adopting one of many who have no one. 
Wreath laying will start at the Until Dawn Cemetary in 
Angelica at Noon on December 13, 2025. Donations 
are greatly appreciated.

For other Towns, please contact your local legion 
if you would like to participate. Example: Contact 
Belmont Legion for the Belmont Cemeteries. 


