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Brock Benorden teaches math at
South and was nominated by his
coll eagues: MABrock
his department and his PLC. Last
year, Brock successfully navigated
the integration of a new mathematics
curriculum. This year, he is leading
his PLC through a change in
assessments to a more standards -
based approach. Brock is always
positive and looking for ways to
improve his skills to support student
learning. Keep up the good work
Brock! o

Email Dr. Dain to nominate a staff
member for the Hard Hat Hero award.

Brock Benorden b o5 <

UNDER ARMOUR.
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()| Get on the ‘Gram!

Follow us on social media!

J

Instagram: @SMSouthRaiders Instagram: @SMSouthTDain
Instagram: @SMSAD_Raiders TikTok: @SMSouthTDain
Instagram: @dr_ben_rich Facebook: SMSouth Dain
Good ‘Gram of the Week!
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SHAWNEE MISSION SOUTH CALENDAR

MONDAY
SEPTEMBER ¢

Odd Block
PTSA 7:100pm

| TUESDAY

SEPTEMBER 9 ¢
Even Block

SEPTEMBER 14(¢

WEDNESDAY

Odd Block

THURSDAY

SEPTEMBER 111
LATE SITARIT
Even Block

SEPTEMBER 112

FRIDAY

NO SCHOOL
Professionallllearning:

SEPTEMBER 115
Traditional: Schedule

SEPTEMBER 146€
Even Block

SEPTEMBER 117
Odd Block

SEPTEMBER 118
LATE SITARIT
Even Block

SEPTEMBER 11¢€
Odd Block

SEPTEMBER 222

SEPTEMBER 23

SEPTEMBER 24

SEPTEMBER 25

SEPTEMBER 26

QOdd Block Even Block QOdd Block LATE SITARIT Traditional:Schedule
Even Block Homecoming: Parade
SEPTEMBER 29 SEPTEMBER 30 OCTG@BER 1 OCT@BER 2 OCT@BER 3
Traditional: Schedule Even Block QOdd Block LATE SITARIT QOdd Block
Even Block
OCTOBER .6 OCTOBER 77 OCTOBER #8 OCTOBER 99 OCTOBER 110
QOdd Block Even Block QOdd Block LATE SITARIT NO SCHOOL
Even Block Teacher Work:Day:
OCTOBER 113 OCTOBER 114 OCTOBER 115 OCTOBER 146 OCTOBER 117
QOdd Block Even Block QOdd Block LATE SITARIT NO SCHOOL
5:00-8:00pm: Panentt Even Block Parent Teacher
Teacher Conferences Conferences
OCTOBER 220 OCTOBER 221 OCTOBER 222 OCTOBER 223 OCTOBER 224
Traditional: Schedule Even Block QOdd Block LATE SIVARIT Odd Block
Even Block
OCTOBER 227 OCTOBER 228 OCTOBER 229 OCTOBER 3830 OCTOBER 3131
Traditional: Schedule Even Block QOdd Block LATE SITARIT Odd Block
Even Block

NOVEMBER 33
NO SCHOOL
Professionallllearningg

NOVEMBER 14
Even Block

NOVEMBER 55
QOdd Block

NOVEMBER .6
LATE SIARIT
Even Block

NOVEMBER 77
QOdd Block

NOVEMBER 110
TraditionahSchedule

NOVEMBER 111
Even Block

NOVEMBER 112
QOdd Block

NOVEMBER 113
LATE SITARIT
Even Block

NOVEMBER 114
QOdd Block
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Health Office Update
September 2025

SMSD policy~~ students are not allowed to keep any medication with them,
all medications are to be given through the health office. Make sure you have
filled out the online permission. This will not include emergency medications
that the student is allowed to keep with them; epi pens and inhalers. Do not
give or take medication to your friends, always check in with the health office
first.

We need your vaccination information. Juniors~ you MUST have your
2nd Meningitis ACWY Vaccine after you turn 16. Did you get it over the
summer, have it in your back pack? Bring into our office, or send to
soyork@smsd.org

Parents/Guardians - Please note~~you can call your student out

)
‘} - any time, any day for any reason at 993 - 7545. Please do not send

- your student to the health office to be sent home, we will call you if

> ATTENTION we deem the student needs to be sent home related to sickn ess.

[ —

Just say NO to energy drinks~~

It is dangerous for teenagers; causes cardiovascular issues
like a rapid heart rate and high blood pressure,

neurological problems such as insomnia, headaches,

anxiety, and tremors, and digestive problems like

heartburn. Look for alternatives and save your health.

Ang le York NOT EVERYTHING THAT IS

FACED CAN BE CHANGED,

SM South Nurse BUT NOTHING CAN BE

CHANGED UNTIL IT IS FACED.

913.993.7516 -

e



mailto:soyork@smsd.org

Raider Family Focus

Follow @counselingSMS dnstagram/X

Your Last Name Your Counselor
A-C & ELL Nichole Dosland

Dl Chris Shelby

JO Jasmine Morgan
P-T Jennifer Herrmann
U-Z Traci Johnson

1 Seniors FAFSA Informational Nigh{Free Application for Federal Student Aid)

is September 3 @ 6pmin the SMS Library. NBLINBaASy il G A DS

Financial Aid department will be the speaker. Mrs. Bryan, our SMS College an

Career Advisor, will also be present as well to assist with questions.

Juniors Registration to take the PSANMSQT Exarstarted Friday, August

29", All information will be shared via email. The exam is Octobel™1Click

here to register www.TotalReqistration.net/PSAT/172772

1 JCCC/Baker dual credit enrollme8tudents will be receiving information
through their classes and through email on how to enroQQuestions? Contact
Ms. Johnson in counseling.

1 The SMSD Career Fair Field Trip is Sept 18hny different types of

businesses will be in attendance as well as 15+ colledggign Up information

will be sent out through email.Transportation is provided.

Juniors If you missed your ELA class (or have Cont. Comm) on Thursday or

Friday, please check your Canvas Class of 2027 page for a slide show with

important information regarding your Junior year.

=

=

Need help paying your electric bill? LIEAP can helghitpa://www.dcf.ks.gov/services/ees/Pages/EnergyAssistance.aspx

If you or someone you know is feeling unsafe or having thoughts of harming themselves or others, please utilize these essourc

Call 988/911/Go to an Emergency Room

Call the National Suicide Prevention Hotline ai8D0-273-8255
Text HOME to 741741 to connect with a Crisis Counselor
Recursos en Esgal- El Centro JoCo Salud Mentade habla Esyl.



https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt
http://www.totalregistration.net/PSAT/172772
https://www.dcf.ks.gov/services/ees/Pages/EnergyAssistance.aspx
https://www.elcentroinc.com/
https://www.jocogov.org/dept/mental-health/home
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Upcoming College Visits to South 202626

College and University admissions representatives and Military Recruiters come to the Counseling Center at Shawnet
Mission South to share about the college/university/service branch they represent. If you are interested in attendinfj@ speci
college/uniersity visit, please contact Ms. Young, Counseling Secretamy@ing@smsd.ordo obtain a pass.

September

Yale University Monday, September 8 9:20
St. Olaf College Monday, September 8 1:05
University of Chicago Tuesday, September 9 9:40
Truman State University Tuesday, September 9 1:05
University of MissouriColumbia Wednesday, September 10  9:20
Northwest Missouri State U. Wednesday, September 10 1.05
Graceland University Thursday, September 11 1.05
Grinnell College lowa Monday, September 15 8:35
Colorado School of Mines Monday, September 15 12:55
Drake University Monday, September 15 1:50
Boston University Wednesday, September 17  9:20
lowa State University Wednesday, September 19  9:20
Wichita State University Friday, September 19 1.05
Pittsburg State University Tuesday, September 23 9:40
University of Kansas Tuesday, September 23 1.05
Virginia Tech Wednesday, September 24  9:20
Creighton University Wednesday, September 24  1:05
Quincy University Thursday, September 25 1:.05
Liberty University Monday, September 29 9:30

Drury University Monday, September 29 12:55

Emporia State University Wednesday, October 1 9:20
Rockhurst University Wednesday, October 1 1:05
Missouri State University Thursday, October 2 1:05
Washburn University Monday, October 6 1:.05
University of Kansas, Army ROTC  Tuesday, October 7 1:.05
Washington University Wednesday, October 8 1:.05
High Point University Tuesday, October 21 1:.05
DePaul University Thursday, October 23 1:05


mailto:bryoung@smsd.org
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40 1 NAT | ONA I
“ ' SUICIDE PREVENTION

September marks National Suicide Prevention Month  and a time raise awareness
and discuss this highly stigmatized topic. In addition to shifting public perception and
stigma, this month is also used to spread hope to people affected by suicide. Our
goal as a district is to ensure students, staff and families have access to the
resources they need to discuss suicide prevention and to seek help and hope.

Shawnee Mission South High Counselors and Social Workers are available to assist
students and parents in need of assistance regarding academics, mental health
support, or community resources. Please contact us at 913-993-7530, if you have
any questions or concerns about your child.

Parent and Caregiver resources for mental health:

NAMI - Discover useful insights and resources to foster your child's mental health
throughout the school year.

NAMI's Back-to-School Suicide Prevention Brochure (prevenir el suicidio juvenil) -
warning signs and action steps

If you or someone you know is experiencing a mental health

crisis, call or text 988 immediately. You can also chat with the Suicide & Crisis
Lifeline at 988lifeline.org .



https://www.nami.org/your-journey/kids-teens-and-young-adults/youth-and-young-adult-resources/back-to-school-resources/#parents-and-caregivers
https://rqrpajyab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001thn7JjDM8QZlh8Aw-Sx3sauEHNC15j3kzOfgPGyK9aqXxEkuvyHcOIzsGdbJ7Z3M6GxUfFHFNA7z_z5xnsk4Ptwh3IOD5RASrN6j-hjvdjWLvgkE9Rq78gSpuKlkNOzI58cLtVd79neWNYpz4nrzan7vDG-ZR01H9KpatMpbeoWOsotpBXCYg5_Sb9dDvQd3mVswdT7PiB_mLwh9rWVVJCUqKfuYhXGtpPbIrn4qs48=&c=2uop8XYbk-XsjftjM_GAsnKmsSt5TRir_cy33HKNPthONvAUazxnBw==&ch=fPOoKqJmrXpWNQJwC3vYfIGVd7bZmfsLgdBBTgAulTmkRpPIgaw0KA==
https://www.nami.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Suicide-Signs_Spanish_FA.pdf
tel:988
https://988lifeline.org/chat
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Raiders!- Nominate your Peers

Click HERE to Nominate for Student of the Week
Mia Clark ReognizedRiley Barron
with the KINDNESS CHAIN as our Studehthe Week!

RESPFELII

We show that we CARE for others

We are LI

We ENCOURAGE ‘;
each other

TTH™

ISTUDENT OF
THE WEEK

Riley Barron



https://forms.gle/rpiNtc3nHvKyiLfJ8

sepenber 2024
SMS Raiders RISE

espectful to Others

nitiates Change Monthly reward raffle for qualifying
students who help Raiders RISE above

chool Pride : :
expectations and develop an accepting
mpowered Learner and safe culture. RISE recipients are
#RaidersRise announced the first Monday of the

month.

¢ 1 orless unexcused absences e 0 discipline referrals
o 1 orless tardies e NoFs
* 90% attendance rate

Congratulations to ourApril
Raiders R.I.S.E. winners:
A Freshmen: Loralei Rouse
A Sophomore: D'Shon Miller
A Junior: Savannah Ryan (not pictured)
A

i Senior: Eriah Knox UNDER ARMOUR
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click here to watch:
KSMS Videe RaiderReport2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4UEQmMH6L_0Y

AP \‘\"\ ’ :

Fa

\ atb’alﬁél IFee Owen Jungk

" Curreni#Senior Current Junior

10


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4UEQmH6L_0Y
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Occupation Spotlight: High Demand i

September-52025

High Wage Careers

SHORT-
TERM

on-the-job
training

0.9%

Average
Annual Growth

$17.37

Entry Level
Wage

NO

Work
Experience

$28.52

Experienced
Level Wage

2,643

Annual
Openings

Heavy & Tractor-Trailer Truck Drivers
Also called: Driver, Line Haul Driver, Over the Road Driver, Truck Driver

Drrive a tractor-trailer combination or a truck with a capacity of at least 26,001 pounds Gross Vehicle

Weight (GVW). May be required to unload truck. Requires commercial drivers' license. Includes tow truck

—— Knowledge

drivers.

- Skills

Transportation

+« movement of people or goods by air,
rail, sea, or road

Safety & Government

« public safety and security
« |law and government

Business
* customer EEF"-"iC-E‘

Arts & Humanities
« English language

Basic Skills

» keeping track of how well people and/or
groups are doing in order to make
improvements

« reading work related information

Problem Solving

« noticing a problem and figuring out the
best way to solve it

A

p Abilities

Controlled Movement

+« change when and how fast you move
based on how something else moves

car, truck, or boat
Spatial
« know where things are around you

* imagine how something will look after it
is moved around or changed

Vision
+ seg details that are far away

from you
Attention

distracted

+ quickly change the controls of a machine,

+ decide which thing is closer/farther away

+« pay attention to something without being

Technology ——M8M8M8
You might use software like this:

Word Processing
+ IM Post-it App
+ Microsoft Word

Database User Interface & Query

» ddlsoftware.com drivers daily log program
* TruckersHelper

Route Navigation
+ ALK Technologies PC*Miler
« MarcoSoft Quo Vadis

-

11
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EVERY.
DAY.
COUNTS!!

Your Attendance Matters!

District Attendance Specialist
Hello! My name is Memo Rodriguez and | am the Shawnee Mission School Bitgrickance Specialist for the South
high school feeder area. | am here mainly to provide follgppamonitoring of students identified as needing support
for chronic absenteeism,ub other functions | perform are:
1 Iserve as a liaison between students, families, and school teams to facilitate positive student attendance.
1 | cooperate with representatives from social services and law enforcement agencies in cases of mutual
interests.
1 I manage all associated paperwork, arrange for educational facilitators, connect families with needed
community resources.
1 I communicate and work effectively and cooperatively with members of the school district and community tc
promote student attendance.
1 I work effectively with chronically absent as well as truant students and their families.
1 1 connect families struggling with attendance with appropriate school and community resources.
My hours at South high school are Monday through Friday 7 A.M. to 12 P.M.
Indian Woods middle school hours are Monday through Friday 12:30 P.M. to 3:30 P.M.

If you have any questions regarding phone calls or emails received by me, please feel free to reach out.
Thank you,

Memo Rodriguez

District Attendance Specialist
Shawnee Mission South High School
Indian Woods Middle School
SMSHS913-9937781
IWMS:913993-0699
Memorodriguez@smsd.org

12


mailto:Memorodriguez@smds.org
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Attendance Incentive

September-52025

SHAWNEE MISSION SOUTH

PERFECT NDANCE

o, (mm

/

4 STUDENTS EAGH SEMESTER PICK OUT THEIR OWN JORDANS

13
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SMS PTSA Membership 2025-26

Scan here to join the SMS PTSA for the 25-26 school year to support programs for our
students and staff. Volunteering is welcome but not required.

https:/shawneemissionsouth.givebacks.com/shop

Your membership helps fund these programs, activities, services and
MORE:

e PTSA Scholarships
» Refreshments for Spirit Dances
« Raider Rally for Freshman
e Citizenship Writing Contest
e South Area Kid Fest
» Teacher Conference Day Meals
e Spirit Wear
» Senior Breakfast
» Reflections Art Contest
e Support of SMAC Clothing Center
« Come Look at South Night
e Cram and Cocoa
e Teacher Appreciation Week

14
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(& Important Events:

o 8/14 - Project Graduation Meeting (New!)
o 8/25 - Back to School Night

o 9/8 - PTSA General Meeting

o 9/26 - Kidfest & Homecoming Parade

o 9/27 - Homecoming Dance

o 11/3 - November PTSA Meeting (Updated)
of 112 — January PTSA Meeting (Updated)
o 1/27 - Come Look at South Night

o 2/7 - WPA Dance

of 3/9 — March PTSA Meeting (Updated)

o 4/6 — April PTSA Meeting

o 5/19 - Graduation @

o 5/22 - Last Day of School

SM SOUTH
PISA

SAVE THE DATES, RAIDERS!

IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE
2025-26 SCHOOL YEAR

= =2

15
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SOUTH PTSA
MEETING &

FUTURE FOCUS:
COLLEGE AND
SCHOLARSHIPS

FEATURING: [/
COLLEGE ADVISORS "
+ SOUTH PARENTS

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
7PM
SMS LIBRARY ¢

+

L 1
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Time Management Tips
for Students

As the semester gets busier with assignments, activities, sports, and
other commitments, staying on top of everything can be tough, and
motivation might dip. Here are a few tips to help students keep track
of it all and stay focused on their academic goals.

USE A PLANNER OR TO-DO LIST
EVERY DAY

The working memory can only hold 3-5 items at a
time. A digital or paper planner can help to reduce
the stress of remembering everything. Update
your planner each class or designate a time to
review it after school.

Eisenhower Matrix

Urgent Not Urgent PRIORITIZE
oy | Avoid the overwhelm by using a tool like the
""""" AT Eisenhower Matrix to determine what to-do list

items are urgent vs. those that can wait.
Families can help their students prioritize these
items and have conversations about a healthy

Not Important il e b ..1::>25:... e C(
e balance of activities.

BLOCK OUT TIME TO STUDY

Schedule a time to study or work on
homework and be specific! Instead of saying
“I need to study for math tonight,” create a
calendar reminder from 6-7 pm on Tuesday
to study your notes from Chapter 3.

UTILIZE SEMINAR

Seminar is time on Tuesdays designated for
students to get help from teachers. Students,
reflect on how you are using seminar time.
Families can help at home by encouraging
students to get passes from teachers.

17



e ranty roos [
Link to ROCKY®O
https://view.gogipper.com/page/1924766

SOUTH ATHLETICS

ROCKY'S RUNDOWN

#GORAIDERS

- RAIDER TENNIS-RYDER HEAVEN

“You have brains in your head. You have feet
in your shoes. You can steer yourself in any
direction you choose. You're on your own.
And you know what you know. And you are
the guy who'll decide where to go."

- RAIDER TENNIS -CARSON MOWER

Clrictors

18



https://view.gogipper.com/page/1924766
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZK3iWv6pRBMPhWN8mBHITSgy7rsIAeOk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
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HTTPS://FORMS.GLE/Q4RWQNUWEC30WNZC7

All groups at SMS or our feeder schools should fill this
form out if you are wanting to participate in the
Homecoming parade this year!

19
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September 26
4:30-6pm
SMS outside the gym

JOIN US FOR A NIGHT OF FREE FAMILY FUN!

o Free carnival games from each South feeder elementary and Indian Woods
» Face Painting or Balloon Artist and bounce houses

¢ South and Indian Woods Orchestra performing

o Oktoberfest will have food available for purchase

+ Watch the Homecoming Coronation at 6:30 and the football game.

¢ Kids K-8 admitted free if they attend Kidfest.

WG GREATER THAN 4

ﬁxestlons? megan.waltong@outlook.com

20
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shawnee mission south high school

ARE ON SALE!

Visit this link to access the extended
S5MS Senior Tributes Information PDF.

Please direct questions to yearbook adviser
Tucker Love, tuckerlove152@smsd.org

Why buy a senior tribute?

¢ Senior tributes are a great way to
commemorate your student’'s school journey.

¢« Reserve anywhere from 1/6 of a page to a
full spread for your student's tribute.

e Your tribute purchase helps support the
student journalists working to document the
history of Shawnee Mission South.

How to buy a senior tribute:

e Visit yearbookforever.com

e Search for Shawnee Mission South to
access our school store

¢ Select the senior ad option to start the
detailed order process

e Add to your cart and submit payment
to complete your purchase

When to buy a senior tribute:

® Senior tributes go on sale Friday, August 1.
e Early bird pricing is available until
Sunday, October 19.
e Senior tribute prices increase
Monday, October 20.
* Final day to purchase a senior tribute is
Wednesday, December 10.

21
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SM SOUTH FATHER’S CLUB
\/ 7 FALL. CAMPUS"
raTner's CLLEAN-UP DAY
Satiirday, Sept:20 20™
9:00)-11:00am

Join the Tradition to beautify our campus!

WE havel2 loads of mulch to spread, so bring your

Gloves, shovels, rakes, trimmers, etc.
F.NAY3I | LINBYIH {0dzRSyda SI Ny

points when they attend with a parents!
|

22
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SMS CHEERLEADERS PRESENT

CHEER

S55_ | kath |ocr amH | yutthy

PER PERSON
AFTER 9/9: $65 GRARE RATE

SMS HIGH SCHOOL MAIN GYM

K - 8th grade students are invited to learn cheers, chants
and dances and perform them THAT NIGHT during
the first half of the Varsity football game.

Early registration ends
g September 9th
i Fee includes: T-shirt, hair bow,
So R y | dinner, and 1 free game ticket.
' s *Last day to register is 9/25
to guarantee a t-shirt*
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(1

E MISSION TEACHER
FOR KANSAS TEACHER
OF THE YEAR 2025

Please nominate a teacher you consider to be an outstanding
and effective educator for the Shawnee Mission School
District. This person must meet the following qualifications:

> Must have completed three years with

Shawnee Mission USD 512
> Must have completed five years in the profession
> Must serve as a teacher (have a roster of students)

Colleagues, parents, students, and community members
are encouraged to nominate deserving teachers. The
deadline to nominate a teacher is Friday, Sept. 5.

24



Raider Family Focus September-52025

% Join SMSD’s Cybersecurity Team
Canvas Page =

o Join our Hack-CAA Cyber Team Canvas Page — https:/smsd.instructure.com/enroll/TNR3IKB

e Visit each event page for more details & then take each quiz to register!

Example -

# » Upcoming Events

i [F CyberPatriot Competition % - Details for Season 18 Fall 2025 4|

s & CyberPatriot Team a— Read more details...

) Sep 24 | 1 pis

# [ CyberSummit on the Hill -- It's Field Trip Time &5 M - Oct 7 4—"] \
__— Register!
o & Cyber Summit on the Hill Field Trip — +
T Sep 36 | 1pts

*Details about all team events can be found on this Canvas Modules page.

" Have questions? Contact Jessica Tickle at jessicatickle@ smsd.org

25
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BROOKRIDGE

Time for our group
yearbook picture!

Sunday, September 21
5:30 PM
Meet in front of Brookridge

Join us to take a quick group
picture to celebrate our last year
together!

Please bring or venmo $10 to help
cover the cost of the fribute.
See you there!

CLASS OF 2026

26
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Sunday, Sept. 21
4 p.m.

Venmo $10 @KaraCowie for
yearbook tribute ad

27
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2025 HOMECOMING COURT
Ben Allen Liana Mullinix
lzzy Appleman Tessa Munoz
Kate Ballard Chet Salsbury
Luke Black Carmello Sanders
Thomas Burns Stella Segura
Shea DiSalvo Luke Smith
Ryder Heaven Marlee Ware
Phoebe Hirons  Traeh West
Joseph Kariuki vy Williams
Isaac Lavergne Anna Wright

+ 4 Daniel Zamora + +
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