
T H E  I M P O R T A N C E  O F  W O R K  
E X P E R I E N C E



K E Y  D AT E S

WEX Dates: 

Monday 29th June – Friday 

3rd July 2026

Own Find Deadline: 

Friday 13th February 2026
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Higher chance of success – placements 
are more likely to be secured when 

arranged through personal contacts.

Comfort & confidence – working with 
someone they already know helps reduce 

nerves and makes the experience more 
positive.

Tailored opportunities – family and friends 
often know their interests and can help 

find a placement that suits them.

Quicker process – less waiting around, as 
arrangements can often be confirmed 

sooner.
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Why It’s Best to Find Your 
Own Placement
(Family & Friends)



G O O G L E

Students can use the Google search 
function to find possible work experience 

placements.

For example, if your child wanted to work 
in a pharmacy for the week, they could 

start their search by typing in:

“Local Pharmacies near me”

Google will produce a list of local 
pharmacies and all you must do is click on 
the website button and find their contact 

information
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D I S C O V E R  
L E W I S H A M

You can also use the Discover 
Lewisham website search to find 

work experience placements near 
you.

You can click on the sector that 
most interests you and a drop-

down list will appear with 
businesses you can contact within 

that sector
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S O U T H E A S T  
L O N D O N  
C H A M B E R  O F  
C O M M E R C E

This will be the same with the Southeast 
London chamber of commerce list.

Having all the businesses in south London 
in one place should make the process a 

lot easier. 

You can also search by borough and 
category.

6



7

U S E  T H E  
T E M P L A T E

Students will have been sent a 

template email by Miss Mangal 

which they can edit and send to 

each employer. 

They will need to edit the 

information on the template for 

every person they contact!



D O  Y O U  C O P Y ?

I need to keep track of everyone the 
student is contacting. Please make sure that 

your child is cc’ing Miss Mangal and their 
Head of Year into EVERY email they send to 

an employer.
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K E Y  D AT E S

WEX Dates: 
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