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Results Policy Report
Third Grade Reading Proficiency



Third Grade English Language Arts
Status: Improved, but Did Not Meet Annual Target

Data Source: ODE CR summary

Who are included in these data: All 
students who tested on the third 
grade English Language Arts 
assessment and are included in 
Salem-Keizer's state accountability 
report. Students are considered 
proficient if they score in the top two 
out of four achievement levels of 
meeting or exceeding grade level 
standards. The assessment includes 
both reading and writing 
components.

For 24-25, 2,698 third grade students 
were assessed. This represents 97.9% 
of our students.



Third Grade English Language Arts

• 25.4% of third graders met or 
exceeded the level of proficiency. 
This is our highest rate since the 
21-22 school year. 

• 17 schools met or exceeded our 
performance target of 28.3%, an 
improvement from the previous 
year.

• Female students, who consistently 
outperform males, had the highest 
rate of proficiency yet.

• However, overall Salem-Keizer 3rd

grade students are still 2.9% below 
our annual goal for proficiency.

Highlights



Key Data Highlights
Percent Increase in OSAS Outcomes from Previous Year



STAR Results, All Students
Status: Mixed

While we saw significant 
improvement in Early Lit 
Spanish and Reading Spanish 
held steady, we saw drops in 
Early Lit English and Reading 
English.



STAR Reading Fall to Fall Cohort 
Comparison

Third graders 

in Fall 24
Fourth graders 

in Fall 25

Data: Current district 
benchmark scores for 4th

grade students compared 
to the same students’ 3rd

grade scores in the fall of 
2024.

While many improved 
(green lines) or stayed at 
the same level (gray 
lines), some  got lower 
scores (red lines).



Strategy 3

Initiative Current Progress Next Steps

Initiative One:

High-quality 
instructional 
materials and 
aligned 
instructional 
frameworks

• Currently piloting HMH and McGraw 
Hill.

• Sept. 2025–Feb. 2026: Implement both 
pilots, gather teacher and community 
feedback, and present the final 
curriculum adoption recommendation for 
approval.

• Classroom walkthroughs for the 70 
classrooms piloting new materials.

1. Design curriculum maps aligned with science of 
reading research and new curriculum.

2. Professional learning in May, June, and August on new 
materials.

3. Ongoing implementation support that includes instructional 
walkthroughs, feedback focused on the three core actions of 
using the curriculum as designed, ensuring grade level 
instruction, and assurances of student ownership.

Initiative Two:

Comprehensive 
and useful 
classroom 
assessments

• Use Early Literacy Star Assessment and 
Star Reading Assessment.

• Expansion of interim assessment for 
reading, writing, and math in grades 3-5.

• Intentional use of teacher collaboration 
time to focus on instructional practices 
and analysis of student data.

1. Continue use of STAR assessment and all its components. 
(benchmarks and progress monitoring tools)

2. Integration of the new curriculum-based assessments and 
interim assessments.

3. Continue improving systems to communicate students’ 
academic progress transparently to parents and guardians.

Progress & Next Steps 



Strategy 3

Initiative Current Progress Next Steps

Initiative Three:

Meaningful 
professional 
development at 
every level of 
the system

• Foundational Skills training Jan 28-30
• 4/5th teachers
• Principals professional learning sequence.
• Continued focus on Professional 

Development for foundational skills 
specialists and school leaders.

1. Walkthroughs in classrooms to help calibrate the state of 
literacy instruction.

2. Continue to support writing instruction.
3. PreK-12 alignment – learning progressions and expectations 

from grade level to grade level.

Progress & Next Steps 



OSAS QUESTION SAMPLE








