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Homer 33C Veteran’s Night 
Please join us for an evening of tribute as we honor our community Veterans on Tuesday, November 11th.  
During the boys’ basketball game versus Manhattan Junior High, we will play our first game in the new HJH 
gym.  The 7th grade boys’ game will start at 4:15pm.  Veterans and family are invited to meet at 4:45pm in the 
HJH cafeteria for refreshments and snacks.  At 5:30pm, we will present and honor our Veteran before the start 
of our 8th grade game. 
 
After honoring our Veterans, we will also honor the legacy of Mr. Bill Pavlich, former Homer Junior High School 
teacher, coach and athletic director.  Mr. Pavlich will be inducted into our new “Wall of Fame” and is the first 
coach to be honored. 
 
Special Olympics State Competition 
A couple of weekends ago, two of our current Homer students and four former Homer students competed in 
the Illinois Special Olympics Fall Games - Equestrian Event held at Bravehearts in Poplar Grove.  Competing 
this year were Olivia Hofferica (6th), Michael Babel (7th), Elise Elkins (Class of '25), Laith Rahman (Class of '24), 
Austin Marfia (Class of '23), and Grant Vlcek (Class of '23).  The riders competed in stock seat equitation, 
working trails, and a relay race. Everyone did an amazing job and celebrated their accomplishments.   
 
I also want to recognize Ms. Jen Hesek, HJH teacher for serving as a volunteer coach.  Ms. Hesek shared, 
“Thank you for allowing our students to participate in the therapeutic equestrian program at HRET. The 
program has had a positive impact on all of us.  I have seen their confidence grow firsthand, working with the 
riders every week. Special Olympics was their time to shine!” 
 
 


