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Good evening, esteemed members of the school board, dedicated 33c staff, and valued parents. I stand 
before you today with immense pride and gratitude as we celebrate Hadley Middle School. This year, we 
have embraced the theme, “Rooted in Purpose. Rising in Progress,” and I believe that perfectly 
encapsulates the vibrant spirit of our learning community. 

I am really excited to have time with you this evening to give a grand shout-out to our entire Hadley 
Family. Without them, Hadley would not be the amazing school that we love. Our new addition has been 
a blessing. We have been able to take several teachers off carts who now have classrooms.  The 
construction changed our footprint, but not our culture. Our staff focuses on creating a rigorous learning 
environment where all of our students feel respected, valued, and supported to succeed. The dedication 
and hard work exhibited by each and every staff member, makes Hadley a magical place to learn and 
grow. 
 
We appreciate our partnership with the Will County Sheriff’s department. Not only do we value our SRO, 
Deputy Jake, but we love the ways the Sheriff's department is active in our school. During Curriculum 
Night,  parents had the opportunity to visit the hidden “In Plain Sight” trailer and we look forward to the 
start of the Too Good for Drugs Program starting soon.  

Nearly 3 years ago, our Hadley Literacy Committee embarked on a lofty initiative to enhance our focus 
on reading and writing across all content areas. We work with Lisa Figurell and our instructional coaches 
to continue to ensure that our plan is in alignment with the district vision. I’m thrilled to report that our 
preliminary IAR results from this spring reflect significant growth in English Language Arts—a testament 
to our collective commitment to excellence.  On the ELA portion of the IAR test, this year we 
demonstrated an increase of 15% in the number of our students scoring in the proficient and above 
categories.  In the two implementation years of our initiative, we nearly doubled the number of Hadley 
students meeting and exceeding IAR proficiency standards. We jumped from 44% (2023) to 79% (2025) 
of our students meeting and exceeding ELA proficiency.  Although our primary focus was on literacy, we 
also demonstrated growth in Math. Over the last two years we grew from 39% in (2023) of our students 
meeting and exceeding IAR Math Proficiency to 60% in 2025. We are so proud of our students, our 
teachers and support staff.  

Another contributor to our significant student success is our Planning with Priority meetings. Every 
Tuesday, we focus our department meetings to intentionally plan with priority. Our dedicated staff, who 
pride themselves in being curricular experts, value this time and engage in rich discussions, aligning 
curriculum and discussing their data to improve student learning.  We want to thank Lara Detloff and 
Monika Drozd, our shared instructional coaches, for their hard work and dedication to help ensure that 
our teachers have everything they need to be successful and grow as professionals during these 
meetings.  

Here at Hadley, we know we are cultivating future leaders. Our student council helps to make decisions 
and lead activities throughout the school year. Student leaders worked in partnership with Tim Russ on 
the grand opening of our new addition. Griffin, our student council president, along with district leaders 
spoke at the opening ceremony while others helped to greet visitors and explain the new learning 
spaces. They are currently working to design and propose plans for a Hadley playground, complete the 
Hadley timeline mural and are planning to help during the Homer 33c Veteran’s Night. Our students are 
always working to give back to our community and have most recently selected to support a local animal 
shelter for their first fundraiser - popping for charity during the Boo Bash.  These initiatives speak to the 
heart of our school—students taking an active role in their environment.  
 



Student leadership doesn’t end with the student council. This year we have a Student Safety Captain, 
who volunteers time during arrival and dismissal each day. Many of our classes have claimed ownership 
of our micro-food pantry and mini library. Our Multicultural Club which runs our Mustang News, works to 
bring inspirational local visitors to meet with our students and share their expertise. This year we have 
had former Hadley Mustang Bhrett Vickery and Maher Kawash visit our students. Just last Friday, we 
experienced a magical morning with a Super Fan Friday WGN Flyover. With about 1500 students and 
staff from Hadley and HJH - we came together for a fantastic celebration. Bhrett reached out to share 
that we had the largest WGN FlyBy to date. Mahar Kawash is a multi-skilled journalist on ABC 7 news. 
Both were excited to visit our students and discuss the importance of reading, writing and hard work. 
They shared insights and provided students advice on how to reach their lifetime goals. In the past, we 
have also had other guests such as Cheryl Porter,  Mrs. Nichole Zwiercan (ZWIR-CAN), Joe Gilbert and 
Coach Tom Lahey, just to name a few. The Hadley News Crew is looking for our next guests as we 
speak. I hear Dr. Schoppe is on deck, and if anyone else is interested in being interviewed and meeting 
with our students please feel free to reach out to the Hadley office.  
 
We like to celebrate with Hadley Mustang Shout-Outs. Anyone (students, staff, parents) can give a 
shout out to another member of the Hadley learning community. Our student council representatives 
announce our weekly Mustang Shout Out winners during the morning announcements and bring the 
prize cart to celebrate winners in their classrooms!  Last week, we had our Quarterly Principal's 
breakfast. It is my favorite day of the quarter. Mrs. Odom, Mr. Sutkowski and I absolutely love serving 
breakfast to our students and celebrating some of our most outstanding young people. We also take 
time to honor our students of the month, nominated by their team, who exemplify great character. Mr. 
Sutkowski, Mrs. Odom and I value the time to get to know our students during a special student of the 
month lunch.  

Mr. Amato and our 5-8th grade chorus students showcased their musical talents last night to a packed 
gymnasium. Mrs. Short and I, along with the rest of the crowd, were enthralled with their captivating 
performance. I am a little nervous, as my partner, over here, has volunteered all three Hadley 
Administrators to perform with our brave and talented students at a concert in January. Can’t wait.   

I’d like to give a special mention to our amazing PTO. They plan exciting events for our students, 
including the Boo Bash occurring tomorrow after school. They also provide weekly treat days, secured a 
Scarecrow, designed by our Hadley Student Council, for the Scarecrow Walk in Heritage Park and 
sponsored a Hadley Family Tree at Brookfield Zoo. Our students, staff and families are designing 
ornaments to be displayed. Their hard work fosters community spirit and enriches our school culture.  

Our SI classes attend 2 eight week sessions a year at HRET. It not only exposes our students to horses, 
but provides them equestrian therapy. This experience has extended outside of the classroom. This 
month, 2 of our current Homer students and 4 former students, competed in the Illinois Special Olympics 
- Fall Games. Everyone did an amazing job!   

How does one building accomplish so much, you might wonder? I have already mentioned our great 
teachers - and I cannot forget the additional team members that provide invaluable support. Our para 
professionals and support staff give so much to our students each and every day.  Our custodians make 
sure the building is clean, safe and everything in its place. Our growing students are always learning and 
challenging themselves.  And finally…. to keep Hadley running like a well oiled machine, a special shout 
out goes to our wonderful office staff and our school nurse. 

In closing, I want to express my deepest gratitude to all of you—our board members, staff, and families. 
Your support makes an incredible difference in the lives of our students. Together, we are building a 



future filled with promise and success. Hadley is amazing and I thank you for the opportunity this 
evening to showcase our school. 

 

 
 


