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GCSE OPTIONS

OPTIONS TIMELINE

November - January —@— Options advice delivered in Form Periods
November +—@—  Year 8 Options Evening
November '—.—' Year 8 Parents’ Evening
November @ Year 8 initial options forms issued
December @ Year 8 initial options indicators deadline
January +—@— Individual interviews with Senior staff
January +—@— Careers sessions in form time
January +—@— Year 8 final options forms issued
January  —@— Year 8 final options deadlinc*
March  +—@— Careers fair

*Option changes after this date are usually possible, but not guaranteed. 2
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Starting your GCSE courses is an exciting time of greater
independence and wider opportunities whilst focusing on your
academic interests and strengths.

As you approach Year 9 you will be thinking seriously about the
next crucial steps of your education and where the choices that you
make may take you.

It is likely that you are planning on going to university or specialist training
after leaving school. It is therefore very important that you think carefully
about your GCSE subject choices as they will play an important role in helping
you to achieve your future goals.

The most competitive courses at the best universities require strong GCSE
grades, a broad combination of GCSE subjects, evidence of wide participation
in community life and in many cases work experience. In other words, it is
important that you stand out from the crowd and make the most of all the
opportunities offered to you.

Your next task is to read this booklet. In it, you will find details about the
subjects from which you may select your GCSE options. Sometimes, career
aspirations, such as medicine, will dictate the choices that you can make, but
remember that you are likely to do best in what you enjoy. Consider carefully
your strengths, interests and personal qualities, if in doubt, seek advice from
any of the subject staft or members of the Academic Team.

Mrs V Leaver
Deputy Principal

Mrs K Lewis
Director of Studies
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CAREERS & OPTIONS ADVICE

We are committed to ensuring that you make informed choices based on sound
advice and embark upon a route best suited to your personal strengths and
academic interests. As such, you will have tutorial time dedicated to next steps,
careers and higher education guidance from the Academic Team and you will
meet with a member of the Senior Leadership Team to discuss your options

and the rationale behind your choices.

Options Evenings

These events effectively launch the
GCSE options process. You will hear
from key members of the Academic
Leadership team as well as the careers
department.

Parents’ Evenings

These will be held in the usual format
with the key difference being that you
will attend with your parents. Thisis a
valuable opportunity to discuss your
academic strengths and progress as
well as asking questions about your
all-important 'next steps'.

Careers Advice

In the forthcoming months, the
Academic and Careers departments
will be holding Year Group assemblies
and smaller workshops to advise on
GCSE option choices and the Higher
Education or career paths that will
follow.

Pupil Meetings and Interviews

You will have a 1:1 meeting with a
member of the Senior Leadership
Team to discuss your options choices.
This is a great opportunity for you to
ask any questions you may have about
this period of transition and equally
for academic leaders to offer up to
date, well informed advice. If we feel
you need more advice and that you
may be potentially making unwise
choices, we will discuss alternatives
with you.

Options Forms

You will be issued with an Options
Form at the start of the Spring Term
in January this should be handed in
ahead of February half term. You will
third interim
assessment prior to the submission of
your Options Form. This information
should play an important part in
supporting decisions that you are

making.

have received a
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GCSE REFORMS

New courses at GCSE level were introduced in England between September
2015 and September 2017. Compared to GCSEs which you may be familiar

with, there were some important changes.

Each subject was different but a
summary of some of the key changes
are outlined below:

e GCSEs in England were being
reformed and are now graded
with a scale from 9 to 1, with 9
being the highest grade.

¢ The qualifications are graded
with a number rather than a
letter.

¢ In many subjects, there is no
longer centre assessed elements
such as the Controlled
Assessment or Coursework in the
old qualifications. All grades are
based on the final examinations at
the end of the course.

e There is now a greater emphasis
on Mathematical Skills and/or
Quality of Written
Communication (English) in all
subjects.

¢ Only Mathematics, Sciences and
Languages have the option of a
tiered paper.

New GCSE content is more
challenging.

Fewer grade 9s are awarded than
A*sin the old system.

The new grades were brought in
to signal that GCSEs have been
reformed and to  better
differentiate between pupils of
different abilities.

Broadly the same proportion of
pupils now get a grade 4 or above
as would have got a C or above in
the old system.



THE EBACC
MEASURE

Secondary schools in England are
measured on the number of pupils
that take GCSEs in these core

subjects.

The EBacc is a robust set of subjects at
GCSE  that keeps young people’s
options open for further study and
future careers.

The EBacc consists of:

¢ English Language and Literature
Maths

The Sciences

Geography or History

a Language.

The EBacc is made up of the subjects
which are considered essential to
many degrees and open up lots of
doors.

A study by the UCL Institute of

Education shows that studying
subjects included in the EBacc
provides  pupils  with  greater

opportunities in further education
and increases the likelihood that a
pupil will stay on in full-time
education. Sutton Trust research
reveals that studying the EBacc can
help improve a young person’s
performance in English and maths.

At BGS the vast majority of our
pupils achieve the EBacc measure.

GCSE OPTIONS

GCSE
OPTIONS

When you select your GCSE options
in Year 8 you will choose 9 GCSE
subjects. You will also have the option
of a subject undertaking a Higher
Project Qualification or pursuing The
Duke of Edinburgh Award.

Core Subjects

Whilst there is an element of choice
when selecting your subjects there are
some subjects that are compulsory.
These are often referred to as the 'core’
subjects.

¢ English Language (1 GCSE}
English Literature (1 GCSE)
Mathematics (1 GCSE)
Separate Sciences (3 GCSEs)
Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Or:
e Combined Science (2 GCSEs)

Modern Foreign Languages

A GCSE in a Modern Foreign
Language forms part of the GCSE
EBacc measure, which indicates a
robust academic profile. It is also
viewed favourably for university entry
and is a valuable life skill. For these
reasons, we expect all our GCSE
pupils to study at least one Modern
Foreign Language™.
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e French (1 GCSE)
¢ German (1 GCSE)*
e Spanish (1 GCSE)*™

*In exceptional circumstances this
may be reviewed, considering prior
exposure to languages and individual
educational needs.

** This is only a GCSE option for the
current Y8 pupils who have studied it
in Key Stage 3.

Humanities

We strongly recommend that our
GCSE  pupils study at least one
Humanity. Geography and History
are also part of the GCSE EBacc
measure, which indicates a robust
academic profile.

e Geography (1 GCSE)
e History (1 GCSE)
e Religious Studies (1 GCSE)

Options Subjects

These are subjects of free choice. You
should choose these with your
strengths and interests in mind.

Art & Design (1 GCSE)
Business (1 GCSE)
Computer Science (1 GCSE)
Drama (1 GCSE)

Music (1 GCSE)

How do my choices work?

e If you have elected to study
separate sciences and a Humanity
you will be able to select 1 option;

e If you have elected to study Dual
Science and a Humanity, you will
be able to select 2 options;

e You can opt for more than one
Language;

* You can opt for more than one
Humanity;

* You cannot opt for more than 9
GCSE qualifications

Extras
On your Options Form, you will be
asked to express an interest in

pursuing:

e Higher Project Qualification*
e Duke of Edinburgh Award*

*Participation is entirely voluntary



HIGHER PROJECT
QUALIFICATION

The Higher Project Qualification will
allow you to discover the joys of
independent learning, take
responsibility for your own study and

develop new life and study skills.

The Projects require you to carry out
rescarch on a topic that you have
chosen which is not covered by your
other qualifications. You then use this
research to produce a written report
and, in the case of practical projects,
an artefact or a production.

You should take inspiration from
something studied in class or
something completely unrelated to
your studies.

The course is designed to provide a
clear structure within which you can:

e develop transferable and core
skills to apply in a future
workplace, apprenticeship or
turther study

¢ become inquisitive and
independent learners.

The HPQ course runs during Year 10.
You can opt to undertake an HPQ at
the end of Year 9 and more
information will be given to you at
this stage.

GCSE OPTIONS




























































