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UPCOMING PIR OPPORTUNITIES
Let’s Cook! Traditional Foods and Herbs
Wednesday, November 19  4-7 pmth

Sentinel High School Room 176
Click here for course description.
PD Portal Course # 17314

Winter Book Club: Crow Mary, by
Kathleen Grissom
Tuesdays, January 13 & 27 4:00-5:30 pm
Administration Building B, PLL
PD Portal Course # 17315

Resources for Teaching And
Learning  about Thanksgiving

Eloise Cobell Day, November 5th

 American Indian LIbrary Association
Award winning Titles 2024 (PK-12)

HELPFUL LINKS

Click here to read a biography. 

Look further along in the bulletin to
see celebratory events happening at
the University of Montana, November

5  and 7th.th

~NOVEMBER IS NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH~

Mariah Gladstone, Indigikitchen

6 Things Every Non-Native

Should Do on Thanksgiving

Everyday Native-for teachers

Native educators say

Thanksgiving lessons can be

accurate, respectful, and

still fun—here’s how

Teaching Thanksgiving the

Culturally Responsive Way

Sentinel Senior, Jenny Olney,
introduces Supaman before
his community performance

on October 23rd. All MCPS 8
graders were treated to a

daytime performance,
brought in by SPARK! Arts

th

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WryZWl1MYwcI6WTAGa6lTngrdhtnaYIzGf8mw7IbTFg/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.ala.org/news/2024/01/2024-american-indian-youth-literature-awards-announced
https://www.ala.org/news/2024/01/2024-american-indian-youth-literature-awards-announced
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/elouise-cobell-yellow-bird-woman
https://www.indigikitchen.com/recipes/
http://iwy2xjawnx_uxlehrua2flbqixmqabhvwyjwnpumwsfpbtovyk2zdecrhdgowngfnjwlng8jfrapmvjrpsoukzcaek_aem_hqun5zcsalpiymqinlywaq/
http://iwy2xjawnx_uxlehrua2flbqixmqabhvwyjwnpumwsfpbtovyk2zdecrhdgowngfnjwlng8jfrapmvjrpsoukzcaek_aem_hqun5zcsalpiymqinlywaq/
https://everydaynative.com/
https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/native-educators-say-thanksgiving-lessons-can-be-accurate-respectful-and-still-fun-heres-how
https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/native-educators-say-thanksgiving-lessons-can-be-accurate-respectful-and-still-fun-heres-how
https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/native-educators-say-thanksgiving-lessons-can-be-accurate-respectful-and-still-fun-heres-how
https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/native-educators-say-thanksgiving-lessons-can-be-accurate-respectful-and-still-fun-heres-how
https://njalternateroute.rutgers.edu/blog/teaching-thanksgiving-culturally-responsive-way
https://njalternateroute.rutgers.edu/blog/teaching-thanksgiving-culturally-responsive-way


2  Annual Bison Harvestnd

at the MCPS Ag Center
This special event took place on October 15 .  Students from each MCPS high school were in
attendance.  Cultural leaders Larry and Lee from  Browning,  and Dugan from Great Falls,
kicked the event off by having the participants smudge themselves in order to cleanse and
set their intention for the day.  Participants offered tobacco to the earth for the gifts
provided by the bison.  An honor song was sung. Tools for harvesting and skinning the animal
were painted in the Blackfeet cultural tradition.  Students took part in learning about the
various parts of the animal and its traditional uses as well as getting in and having a chance to
work with skinning the hide.  The students really valued the time learning about the
importance of the bison to Montana’s tribal people.

th

There were three naming ceremonies as part of the event as well: Superintendent Micah Hill
was given the name, Holy Smudge Stick and was honored for his work “juggling hot coals” as
leader of the district.  Big Sky student, Josh Dingman was given the name Raven’s Face, and
IEFA coach Charlie Struna was given the name Tears That Heal. They all felt very honored to
have received a Blackfeet name during this year’s harvest.

A big thank you to Superintendent Hill, Amy Shattuck, Jennifer Courtney,  Matt Keenan, The
AG Center Staff, and everyone else who helped make this event so successful. 

IEFA BULLETIN
NOVEMBER 2025

MCPS NATIVE AMERICAN STUDENT SERVICES

Big Sky Students Lance Comes At
Night, Josh Dingman, Seth

Martin (SHS),  IAN Comes at Night

Tina Flammond 
Shows off the

Bison parts and
explains the

uses of each, as
the students

look on. TIna is
a bUTCHER in

Baab, Montana,
and a member

of the
Blackfeet tribe.

Superintendent
Micah Hill “Holy
Smudge Stick”  is

Painted by
Blackfeet Elder,

Larry Ground, as
part of the
ceremonial

Blessing.





2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 6  P I R  C A L E N D A R

D A T E S L E A R N I N G  O P P O R T U N I T Y  ( C r e d i t s  o f f e r e d )

August 28-Sept 16
Outrage: Missing Murdered Indigenous People in Montana--

Artist Brian Maguire
at The Missoula Art Museum self-paced online-asynchronous (3)

September 17
September 23

October 30 & November 4

Introduction To Indian Education for All (2)
Unpacking the Essential Understandings (2)

Indigenous Narratives Through Art: IEFA MAM AND MMAC Museum Tour (4)

October 8 & 22 Book Club-Brothers on Three by Abe Streep (6)

November  19 Let’s Cook! Traditional Foods and Herbs (3)

January 13 & 27 Book Club-Crow Mary by Kathleen Grissom (6)

February 10-24 Identifying and Countering Indigenous Bias, asynchronous (4)

March/April 
Dates TBD

Understanding and Enjoying Powwows
self-paced online + in-person at the MCPS Native Youth Powwow (4)

April 14 & 28 Book Club-Fire Keeper’s Daughter by Angeline Boulley (6)

 Sign up in the PD Portal. More PIR opportunities and info in the monthly IEFA Bulletin. 

Indian Education for All
PIR Opportunities

MCPs Native American student services



I E F A  C o a c h i n g  C y c l e  P I R - E a r n  2 - 1 2  F l e x  C r e d i t s

W H A T  i s  a  c o a c h i n g  c y c l e  P I R ? D A T E S - Y O U  P I C K !

An IEFA coaching cycle is a structured approach where a coach
and teacher collaboratively work to improve instruction and

student learning through a series of steps: goal setting, planning,
implementation, monitoring, and reflection. We can work on a
topic or lesson of your choice or the coach can help you find a

lesson to integrate into what you normally do.

These cycles can be anywhere
from 2-12 PIR hours, at your
convenience.  The coach and
teacher will work together to

create a schedule.

More information available in the PD Portal and monthly IEFA Bulletin. 

A T T E N D  C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  F O R  P I R

Engage in cultural events or workshops to broaden your knowledge of Montana’s tribal people and
their customs.  Take your knowledge back to your school or classroom by creating lessons from what

you’ve learned. Talk to an IEFA coach to see how this can work for you.

 NASS IEFA Instructional Coaches
EK-5: Keila Cross, kcross@mcpsmt.org, ext. 1049

 6-12: Charlie Struna, cstruna@mcpsmt.org, ext. 1068

MCPs Native American student services

Powwows
and

Ceremonies

Museums 
and 

Centers

Historical Sites
and 

Local Landmarks



Ali North

Trena Old

Person

Keila Cross

Charlie Struna

Billie Jo Juneau

Leigh Malatare

IEFA Instructional Coach

Grades EL-5

IEFA Instructional Coach

Grades 6-12

Department Coordinator

Native American Specialist

Franklin, Jeanette Rankin,

Rattlesnake, Porter, Meadow

Hill, Big Sky

Native American Specialist

Chief Charlo, Hawthorne,

Lowell, Paxson, Russell

Native American Specialist

Lewis and Clark, Washington,

Hellgate, Sentinel, Willard

bjuneau@mcpsmt.org

(406) 728-2400 ext. 1063

toldperson@mcpsmt.org

(406) 728-2400 ext. 1028

lmalatare@mcpsmt.org

(406) 728-2400 ext. 1047

anorth@mcpsmt.org

(406) 728-2400 ext. 1050

kcross@mcpsmt.org

(406) 728-2400 ext. 1049

cstruna@mcpsmt.org

(406) 728-2400 ext. 1068

Missoula County Public Schools

Native American Student Services

Since 2000, Missoula County Public Schools has led efforts in Montana to implement "Indian Education for All." The
District is committed to developing students' understanding of and respect for American and Montana Indian people
and their histories and cultures. Because of the unique position and place in American history, the American Indian
peoples’ role in the development of the United  States (with emphasis on the experience of the Montana Tribes) shall
be included wherever appropriate in the instruction of MCPS students, in accordance with the state constitution and
state standards. 

Our mission is to help Native American students achieve academically, culturally, and socially in order to graduate
and become successful lifelong learners.

Staff Contacts






