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~NOVEMBER IS NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH~

UPCOMING PIR OPPORTUNITIES

Let's Cook! Traditional Foods and Herbs
Wednesday, November 19" 4-7 pm
Sentinel High School Room 176

Click here for course description.

PD Portal Course # 17314

B Winter Book Club: Crow Mary, by
. I Kathleen Grissom
Sentinel Senior, Jenny Olney, 1 B Tuesdays, January 13 & 27 4:00-5:30 pm
introduces Supaman before 1 & Administration Building B, PLL
his community performance g7\ SN P Portal Course # 17315
on October 23rd. All MCPS 8™ " ' 5
graders were treated to a
daytime performance,
brought in by SPARK! Arts

Grissom

ELOISE COBELL DAY, NOVEMBER 5TH [] RESOURCES FOR TEACHING AND
LEARNING ABOUT THANKSGIVING

Click here to read a biography.

Look further along in the bulletin to
see celebratory events happening at Native educators say
the University of Montana, November Thanksgiving lessons can be
5" and 7th. accurate, respectful, and
still fun—here’s how

HELPFUL LINKS

American Indian Llbrary Association 6 Things Every Non-Native
Award winning Titles 2024 (PK-12) Should Do on Thanksgiving

Mariah Gladstone, Indigikitchen

Teaching Thanksgiving the
Everyday Native-for teachers Culturally Responsive Way



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WryZWl1MYwcI6WTAGa6lTngrdhtnaYIzGf8mw7IbTFg/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.ala.org/news/2024/01/2024-american-indian-youth-literature-awards-announced
https://www.ala.org/news/2024/01/2024-american-indian-youth-literature-awards-announced
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/elouise-cobell-yellow-bird-woman
https://www.indigikitchen.com/recipes/
http://iwy2xjawnx_uxlehrua2flbqixmqabhvwyjwnpumwsfpbtovyk2zdecrhdgowngfnjwlng8jfrapmvjrpsoukzcaek_aem_hqun5zcsalpiymqinlywaq/
http://iwy2xjawnx_uxlehrua2flbqixmqabhvwyjwnpumwsfpbtovyk2zdecrhdgowngfnjwlng8jfrapmvjrpsoukzcaek_aem_hqun5zcsalpiymqinlywaq/
https://everydaynative.com/
https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/native-educators-say-thanksgiving-lessons-can-be-accurate-respectful-and-still-fun-heres-how
https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/native-educators-say-thanksgiving-lessons-can-be-accurate-respectful-and-still-fun-heres-how
https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/native-educators-say-thanksgiving-lessons-can-be-accurate-respectful-and-still-fun-heres-how
https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/native-educators-say-thanksgiving-lessons-can-be-accurate-respectful-and-still-fun-heres-how
https://njalternateroute.rutgers.edu/blog/teaching-thanksgiving-culturally-responsive-way
https://njalternateroute.rutgers.edu/blog/teaching-thanksgiving-culturally-responsive-way

MCPS NATIVE AMERICAN STUDENT SERVIMCES

IEFA BULLETIN

NOVEMBER 2025

2" Annual Bison Harvest

at the MCPS Ag Center
This special event took place on October 15". Students from each MCPS high school were in
attendance. Cultural leaders Larry and Lee from Browning, and Dugan from Great Falls,
kicked the event off by having the participants smudge themselves in order to cleanse and
set their intention for the day. Participants offered tobacco to the earth for the gifts
provided by the bison. An honor song was sung. Tools for harvesting and skinning the animal
were painted in the Blackfeet cultural tradition. Students took partin learning about the
various parts of the animal and its traditional uses as well as getting in and having a chance to
work with skinning the hide. The students really valued the time learning about the
importance of the bison to Montana’s tribal people.

There were three naming ceremonies as part of the event as well: Superintendent Micah Hill
was given the name, Holy Smudge Stick and was honored for his work “juggling hot coals” as
leader of the district. Big Sky student, Josh Dingman was given the name Raven’s Face, and
IEFA coach Charlie Struna was given the name Tears That Heal. They all felt very honored to
have received a Blackfeet name during this year’s harvest.

A big thank you to Superintendent Hill, Amy Shattuck, Jennifer Courtney, Matt Keenan, The
AG Center Staff, and everyone else who helped make this event so successful.

SUPERINTENDENT
MICAH HILL "HOLY
SMUDGE STICK" IS
PAINTED BY
BLACKFEET ELDER.
LARRY GROUND. AS
PART OF THE
CEREMONIAL
BLESSING.

TINA FLAMMOND
SHOWS OFF THE
BISON PARTS AND

EXPLAINS THE [
USES OF EACH. AS
THE STUDENTS
LOOK ON. TINA IS @
A BUTCHER IN
BAAB. MONTANA,

AND A MEMBER [ = i
OF THE B BIG SKY STUDENTS LANCE COMES AT

BLACKFEET TRIBE. e TP ) NIGHT. JOSH DINGMAN, SETH
’ o MARTIN (SHS). IAN COMES AT NIGHT
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> >2025-2026 COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR < <

Back to School BBQ

Monday, Aug. 25
American Indian

Heritage Day
Round Dance

5-6:30 pm

MCPS Admin B
Friday, Sept. 26

b Middl
6-9 pm C.5. Portar Middle

Schoaol
SEPTEMEER 26: AMERICAN INDIAN HERITAGE DAY (MONTANA)

SEPTEMBER 30: ORANGE SHIRT DAY - NATIONAL DAY OF REMEMBRANCE (US/CANADA)

Halloween Carnival

Moccasin Making
Workshop

Earring Making
Workshop

Bingo
YaYa Dolls Workshop

Pouch making
Waorkshop

Mative Youth Powwow

Dinner

OCTOBER 13 INDIGENQUS PEOPLES' DAY (US)

Tuesday, Oct. 28

6-8pm Franklin Elementary

School
NOVEMBER: NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

Monday, Nov, 3
Monday, Nov. 10 5:30-8 pm

MCPS Admin B
Monday, Dec 8

Monday, Dec 15 5:30 -7:30 pm MCPS Admin B
Wednesday, Jan. 14 5:30-7:30 pm MCPS Admin B
h :
Thursday, Feb.12 5:30 - 7:30 pm

MCPS Admin B
March 19

5:30-7:30 pm MCPS Admin B
April 25

12 -10 pm

Sentinel High School
MAY 5: MATIONAL MISSING & MURDERED INDIGENOUS PERSONS' AWARENESS DAY (US)
Mative Graduates Senior

End of Year Celebration

Tuesday, June 2

Tuesday, May 19

6-8Bpm TBA
5-6:30 pm Sentinel High School
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.
dNDIAN EDUCATION FOR-ALL
=R OPPORTUNITIES

Sign up in the PD Portal. More PIR opportunities and info in the monthly IEFA Bulletin.




'MCPS NATIVE AMERICAN $UDENT SERVICES
-

IEFA Coaching Cycle PIR-Earn 2-12 Flex Credits

More information available in the PD Portal and monthly IEFA Bulletin.

ATTEND COMMUNITY EVENTS FOR PIR

NASS IEFA Instructional Coaches
EK-5: Keila Cross, kcross@mcpsmt.org, ext. 1049
6-12: Charlie Struna, cstruna@mcpsmt.org, ext. 1068




Missoula County Public Schools

Native American Student Services

Since 2000, Missoula County Public Schools has led efforts in Montana to implement "Indian Education for All." The
District is committed to developing students' understanding of and respect for American and Montana Indian people
and their histories and cultures. Because of the unique position and place in American history, the American Indian
peoples’ role in the development of the United States (with emphasis on the experience of the Montana Tribes) shall
be included wherever appropriate in the instruction of MCPS students, in accordance with the state constitution and
state standards.

Our mission is to help Native American students achieve academically, culturally, and socially in order to graduate
and become successful lifelong learners.

Staff Contacts

- . bjuneau@mcpsmt.org
Billie Jo Juneau Department Coordinator (406) 728-2400 ext. 1063

Native American Specialist
. ] toldperson@mcpsmt.org
Lewis and Clark, Washington, | (106)728-2400 ext. 1028
Hellgate, Sentinel, Willard

Trena Old
Person

Native American Specialist
Franklin, Jeanette Rankin, Imalatare@mcpsmt.org
Rattlesnake, Porter, Meadow | (406) 728-2400 ext. 1047

Hill, Big Sky

Leigh Malatare

Native American Specialist

. . anorth@mcpsmt.org
Ali North Chief Charlo, Hawthorne, (406) 728-2400 ext. 1050
Lowell, Paxson, Russell

. IEFA Instructional Coach kcross@mcpsmt.org
Keila Cross Grades EL-5 (406) 728-2400 ext. 1049
IEFA Instructional Coach cstruna@mcpsmt.org

Charlie Struna Grades 6-12 (406) 728-2400 ext. 1068
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On November 5, 2015 Gowernor Steve Bullack proclaimed Mewembar 5th as
Elowise Cobsedl Dy, Elouise led a class action lawsuit against the United States
Government far mismana nr:wnt-nfrl.rnds across Indian Gountry. Blouise was
persistent and determi r justicn, After the 15 years of litigation, a
sabtlament wWas made in the arr'nunmE'I$3 & Billiom Dollars. Like a Blackfest
wornan warriar, Eloul e Gobell is the Grest Granddaughber of Mountain Ghiel.
e Wi an Hﬂi-.n'st. banker, philanthropist, community developer, rancher, and
worked s treasurer fior the Blackfest Nation.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5™

J:00 .M. PATNE CENTER

Cpening Prayer & Honor Song

3:15 - 4:15FM. PRYNECENTER _ ‘
Special Guest Speaker: Keith Harper (CLE Pending)
Reception to Follow

Featuring:

Keith Harper
Represented Plaintiffs in Cobell v. Salazar

Former U.S. Ambassador
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"ONE WOMAN'S FIGHT FOR JUSTICE
A Film by Melinda Janko
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Movie Screening

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7
FROM 12:00 P.M. - 1:00 P.M.

SOCIAL SCIENGES 352




