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IV. Like the Tribe of Issachar: Understanding the Times
In1Chronicles 12:32, we read about "the tribe of Issachar, who
understood the times and knew what Israel should do."
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This verse grounds our vision for the Center for Lifelong
Learning. Issachar's sons were a small group of 300, but they

FAITHFUL FORMATION <o e vonidand Godsimvitaton to mresponse tothe
ever-changing world. Likewise, the Center for Lifelong

F OR A CHAN GI N G lgﬁirunrigi/?txkiséaltlzlizlfeéod's people read both Scripture and

WO R L Sean Watkins We believe that deep formation equips people not just to
ASSOCIATE DEAN FOR LIFELONG LEARNING survive change, but to lead through it. To interpret our times
with wisdom. To see where God is already at work. To know
what to do—not just in theory, but in practice.

A New Chapter Begins

Welcome to the inaugural post for the Learn for Life Blog of the
Center for Lifelong Learning at Austin Seminary. As we launch this
blog, we do so with deep gratitude for the past, clarity about the
present, and a bold hope for what lies ahead. Our goal is simple but
urgent: to equip and inspire God's people for faithful leadership in
every season of life and ministry. Whether you're a pastor, lay
leader, artist or creative, chaplain, entrepreneur, or spiritual seeker,
this space is for you.

This blog will be a platform for theological reflection, practical
resources, community voices, and timely insights. But more than
that, it's an invitation: to keep growing, thinking, learning, and Lifelong learning matters because:
listening as the church continues to navigate change.

e It builds resilience for ministry beyond traditional roles.

. The Shifting Landscape of Faith and Formation e It strengthens our witness in a fractured world.
We are living in a moment of profound transition—one that « [t fosters theological imagination and cultural fluency.
demands both honest assessment and hopeful vision. » [t connects people across ages, ethnicities, and life stages.

* [t reminds us that God is not finished forming us.
II. The data tells one story

Seminaries across the country are seeing smaller incoming classes. V. What's Next: Join Us on the Journey

Churchgs are facing §hrinking attendgnce: especially among younger  The Center for Lifelong Learning is stepping into this new season
generations. The religious landscape is being reshaped by with anticipation and resolve. We are here to accompany the
disaffiliation, deconstruction, and distrust in institutional faith. church, clergy, and communities as they live into the future God

is calling forth.
And yet, paradoxically, interest in theological education is rising.

People still hunger for meaning. They want to engage questions Here’s a glimpse of what’s ahead:

about God, justice, vocation, and community. They want formation

that speaks t.o the complexity of real life—not just the confines of a « Cultivating Ideas: our monthly webinar series engaging the
Sunday service or classroom. faculty and staff of Austin Seminary.

This moment calls for something different. Something deeper. « Community Voices: spotlighting diverse leaders shaping the
Something lifelong. church and local communities today.

IIl. This Isn’t New—It’s a Pattern « Learn for Life Blog: a space for ongoing conversation,
While the contours may look different today, these challenges aren't content, and curiosity

new.

» (Certificate Programsin areas like Ministry, Business

Throughout history, the church has always re-formed itself in Administration, and more

response to shifting cultural, political, and spiritual climates. From

the early church adapting to Roman persecution, to Black churches « Latinx Programs that honor language, culture, and context.
creating freedom schools during Jim Crow, to Latin American base

communities reimagining theological education—faith has always We hope you'll walk with us. Ask questions. Share your voice.

found new ways to thrive when old structures no longer served the  Bying others into the fold. The future of faith isn’t something we
moment. Lifelong learning is not a luxury. Itis a survival tool. Andin - jpherit—it’s something we co-create.

many traditions—especially among historically marginalized
communities—it has always been the norm. Let’s keep learning—together.



